
City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 
The City of Kent, Ohio 

Wednesday, May 20, 2020 

Special Note: Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, this meeting was conducted virtually and broadcast live on 
the City's YouTube Channel 

At 7:30 p.m., Mayor Jerry T. Fiala called the Regular Meeting of Kent City Council to order. Roll was 
taken. 

PRESENT: 

ALSO, PRESENT: 

Mr. Jack Amrhein; Mr. Michael Deleone; Mr. Garret Ferrara; Ms. Gwen 
Rosenberg; Ms. Heidi Shaffer; Mr. Roger Sidoti; Mr. Robin Turner and Ms. Tracy 
Wallach 

Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, City 
Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, Community 
Development Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Ms. Rhonda Hall, Budget 
and Finance Director; Ms. Melanie Baker, Service Administration Director; Mr. 
Gary Bishop, IT Manager; Ms. Joan Seidel, Health Commissioner; Mr. John 
Tosko, Fire Chief; Mr. Tom Wilke, Economic Development Director; and Ms. Amy 
Wilkens, Clerk of Council. 

Mr. Sidoti thanked the Mayor and said he hoped everyone was staying healthy and families are doing 
well. He gave a special "shout out" to Karen Travis who is retiring from the Police Department. Karen was 
very instrumental during Mr. Sidoti's time as a high school principal as a pro student, young student and 
family. He wanted to make everyone aware and if you see Karen to congratulate her. He led the meeting 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF April 15, 2020 made 
by Ms. Rosenberg, seconded by Mr. Sidoti, and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0-1 with Ms. Wallach 
abstaining. 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JOINT FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP MEETING OF May 6, 
2020 made by Mr. Kuhar, seconded by Mr. Deleone and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0-1 with Ms. 
Wallach abstaining. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

Audience Communication 

Mayor Fiala asked if there were any members of the public joining the meeting. 

Clerk Wilkens introduced Betsy Rader. 

Betsy Rader, of 8283 Fairmount Road in Novelty, Ohio in Russell Township introduced herself. She is 

happy to meet council, wishing it could have been in person but this is the next best thing. She is running 

as the Democratic candidate for State Senate in District 18. She will be running· for an open seat this 

November. The district includes all of Portage County, and parts of Geauga and Lake Counties. She has 

lived in Russell Twp. For over 25 years. She comes from humble beginnings with her mother working 

minimum wage jobs and struggled to get by. She is familiar with what it is like to not have enough food on 

the table. She worked her way through high school and college and was able to get a scholarship to Yale 
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