City Council Regular Meeting Minutes

S NN Public Hearing
<\ \f"or‘“lm '2 The City of Kent, Ohio

Wednesday, February 17, 2021

At 7:25 p.m., Mayor Jerry T. Fiala called the Public Hearing for the Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) Program Year (PY) 2021 Action Plan and 2020-2024 CDBG Consolidated Plan to order. Roll call
was taken.

PRESENT: Mr. Jack Amrhein; Mr. Michael DelLeone; Mr. Garret Ferrara; Mr. John Kuhar;
Ms. Gwen Rosenberg; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish; Mr. Roger Sidoti; Mr. Robin
Turner; Ms. Tracy Wallach

ALSO PRESENT: Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, City
Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, Community
Development Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Ms. Joan Seidel, Health
Commissioner; Ms. Rhonda Hall, Budget and Finance Director; Mr. Gary
Bishop, IT Manager; Mr. Nick Shearer, Chief of Police; Ms. Amy Wilkens, Clerk
of Council

Mr. Susel announced this is the 1%t Public Hearing for the CDBG Program Year 2021 Annual Action
Plan. This marks the second year of the five-year plan covering the period 2020-2024. The projects
involved are to assist low to moderate income households. This first hearing is to take comments
from the public regarding the types of activities they would like to see funded.

Mayor Fiala asked for comments from the audience. There were no comments.

Hearing no further business, Mayor Fiala adjourned the Public Hearing at meeting at 7:26 p.m.
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting was held virtually using the Zoom platform and
livestreamed on the City of Kent YouTube Channel.

At 7:30 p.m., Mayor Jerry T. Fiala called the Regular Meeting of Kent City Council to order.
Roll was taken.

PRESENT: Mr. Jack Amrhein; Mr. Michael DeLeone; Mr. Garret Ferrara (7:31 p.m.);
Mr. John Kuhar; Ms. Gwen Rosenberg; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish; Mr. Roger
Sidoti; Mr. Robin Turner; Ms. Tracy Wallach

ALSO PRESENT: Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, City
Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, Community
Development Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Ms. Joan Seidel,
Health Commissioner; Ms. Rhonda Hall, Budget and Finance Director;
Mr. Gary Bishop, IT Manager; Mr. Nick Shearer, Chief of Police; Ms. Amy
Wilkens, Clerk of Council

Mayor Fiala called upon Councilmember Rosenberg for her opening remarks. She asked that all
stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Regular Council Meeting Minutes:

MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF January
20, 2021 made by Mr. Kuhar SECONDED by Mr. Turner and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0-1
with Ms. Wallach abstaining.

Communication:

Public Comment: There were no visitors signed in to speak with Council.

Written Communications were reported by Clerk Wilkens and placed on file in the Clerk’s office
as follows:

1. Cancellation of Architecture Review Board Meeting for February 2, 2021
received on January 27, 2021.

2. Planning Commission Agenda and Staff Report for February 9, 2021 meeting
received February 2, 2021.

3. Planning Commission Agenda and Staff Report for February 16, 2021 meeting
received on February 9, 2021.

4. Request from Ohio Dept. of Liquor Control was received on January 28, 2021 to
transfer the liquor license from Pacific East Kent, Inc. DBA Pacific East to

TT1108 2 Inc. DBA Pacific East. Chief Shearer has no objections.
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MOTION to return license to Ohio Department of Liquor Control with no objections made by Mr.
Kuhar SECONDED by Mr. DELEONE and CARRIED with a voice vote of 9-0.

Communications Received after Agenda Publication were reported by Clerk Wilkens and
placed on file in the Clerk’s office as follows:

1

2.

Parks and Recreation Board Packet for the February 18, 2021 meeting received on
February 10, 2021.

Standing Rock Cemetery Minutes from January 14, 2021 meeting and Agenda for
February 11, 2021 meeting received on February 10, 2021.

City Manager’s Report was called for by Mayor Fiala.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Request Council's authorization to submit an Assistance to Firefighters grant application
(and allocate the grant funds if approved) in the amount of $17,156 for the upgrade of fire
safety and prevention inspection equipment. (Draft# 2021-017)

Request Council’'s authorization to accept a $50 donation to the Kent Fire Department from
Roberta and George Nehrenz in memory of former Kent Fire Chief Bud Rhoads. (Draft
#2021-018)

Main Street Kent has requested Community Development Committee time to provide
Council with the annual report of Main Street activities in 2020, and to provide a preview of
plans for 2021.

Request Community Development Committee time to present the proposed 2021 CDBG
funded projects.

Request Land Use Committee time to request the renewal of the lease agreement for the
Haymaker Farmer’'s Market.

Request Health & Safety Committee time to present proposed amendments to the City
Tobacco 21 Ordinance.

Request Streets, Sidewalks & Utilities Committee time to request Council's authorization
to extend the staff authorization for another 12 months that allows staff to establish
temporary right of way access agreements to help businesses extend into the City right of
way during the pandemic.

Request Streets, Sidewalks & Utilities Committee to present a request from a new business
in the Franklin Township to receive City water service.

Request Finance Committee time to request Council's consideration of an Ohio EPA loan
agreement for funds to be used in the southwest sanitary pump station replacement project.
Request Finance Committee time to present a proposed loan agreement with Kent Parks
and Recreation to ensure that the next phase of the Portage Hike and Bike Trail has
adequate funding to proceed.

Request Finance Committee time to request Council’s consideration of an amendment to
the Health Department Lease Agreement with PARTA.

Request Finance Committee time to request Council's authorization to accept and place in
escrow NOPEC Energized Community Grant funds in the amount of $49,978.

Request Finance Committee time for Council's consideration of the final easement
agreement negotiated for the Southwest Sanitary Sewer Pump Station project.

MOTION TO APPROVE ITEMS #1-13 OF THE CITY MANAGER'S REPORT, made by Mr.
Amrhein, SECONDED by Mr. Kuhar, and CARRIED by a voice vote of 9-0.
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STANDING COMMITTEES/ LEGISLATION

| 1) Committee of the Whole:

MOTION TO APPROVE MEETING MINUTES from February 3, 2021 made by Mr. Amrhein,
SECONDED by Mr. Turner and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0-1, with Ms. Wallach abstaining.

MOTION TO APPROVE THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACTION ITEM made by Mr.
Turner, SECONDED by Mr. DeLeone and CARRIED by a voice vote of 9-0.

Recommended Actions:
1) Authorize and Amend the Pending List

| 2) Community Development Committee: 1

MOTION TO APPROVE MEETING MINUTES of February 3, 2021 made by Mr. Kuhar,
SECONDED by Mr. Sidoti and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0-1, with Ms. Wallach abstaining.

NO COMMITTEE ACTION ITEM TO APPROVE

| 3) Land Use Committee:

MOTION TO APPROVE MEETING MINUTES of February 3, 2021 made by Mr. Ferrara,
SECONDED by Ms. Rosenberg, and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0-1, with Ms. Wallach
abstaining.

MOTION TO APPROVE THE LAND USE COMMITTEE ACTION ITEM made by Mr. Ferrara
SECONDED by Ms. Shaffer Bish and CARRIED by a voice vote of 9-0.

Recommended Actions:
1) Authorize the acceptance of the dedication for Phase 5 of Riverbend East

Draft No. 2021-011 AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING, FOR DEDICATION PURPOSES, THE
STREETS, EASEMENTS AND DEDICATED OPEN SPACES OF RIVER BEND EAST SUBDIVI-
SION PHASE V, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens
per Mayor Fiala’s request.

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Ms. Shaffer Bish, SECONDED by
Mr. Sidoti. On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Amrhein, Mr. DeLeone, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms.
Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach. The Motion CARRIED by a
roll call vote of 9-0.

MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT NO. 2021-011 made Ms. Shaffer Bish, SECONDED by Mr. Sidoti.
On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Amrhein, Mr. DeLeone, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms.
Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-
0.
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ORDINANCE 2021-011 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens.

[4) Streets, Sidewalks and Utilities Committee

MOTION TO APPROVE MEETING MINUTES of February 3, 2021 made by Mr. Sidoti
SECONDED by Mr. Kuhar, and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0-1 with Ms. Wallach abstaining.

MOTION TO APPROVE THE STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND UTILITIES COMMITTEE ACTION
ITEM made by Mr. Sidoti, SECONDED by Mr. Kuhar and CARRIED by a voice vote of 9-0.

Recommended Actions:
1) Authorize the water extension and tie-in for the new Express Wash Concepts

Draft No. 2021-012 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE WATER TAP-IN FOR EXPRESS
WASH CONCEPTS LOCATED AT 1811 STATE ROUTE 59, OUTSIDE THE CITY OF KENT,
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s
request.

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Mr. Kuhar, SECONDED by Mr.
DelLeone. On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. DeLeone, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms.
Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein. The Motion CARRIED by a roll
call vote of 9-0.

MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT NO. 2021-011 made Mr. Kuhar and SECONDED by Mr. DelLeone.
On roll call, voting “Yes” Mr. DeLeone, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish,
Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-
0.

ORDINANCE 2021-012 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens.

5) Health and Public Safety Committee:

MOTION TO APPROVE MEETING MINUTES of February 3, 2021 made by Mr. Amrhein
SECONDED by Mr. DelLeone, and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0-1 with Ms. Wallach
abstaining.

NO COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS TO APPROVE

6) Finance Committee:

MOTION TO APPROVE THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES OF February 3, 2021
made by Mr. DeLeone, SECONDED by Mr. Amrhein, and CARRIED by a voice vote 8-0-1 with
Ms. Wallach abstaining.

MOTION TO APPROVE THE FINANCE COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS made by Mr. DeLeone
SECONDED by Mr. Sidoti and CARRIED by a voice vote of 9-0.

Recommended Actions:
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1) Approve the 2021 budget appropriations amendments

2) Authorize the acceptance and allocation of a $1,000 grant from ODNR and authorize the
staff to submit a $1,000 grant to the KEC (and if approved, authorize the acceptance and
allocation of KEC grant funds) as presented

Draft No. 2021- 013 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2020-129, THE
CURRENT APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE, PASSED DECEMBER 16, 2020; SO AS TO
ADJUST APPROPRIATIONS, TRANSFERS AND ADVANCES FROM THE VARIOUS FUNDS
OF THE CITY OF KENT TO INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTS FOR THE CURRENT EXPENSES OF
THE CITY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021; AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala's request.

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Mr. Kuhar, SECONDED by Ms.
Rosenberg. On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish,
Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0.

MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT NO. 2021-013 made by Mr. DeLeone, SECONDED by Ms. Shaffer
Bish. On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr.
Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0.

ORDINANCE 2021-013 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens.

Draft No. 2021-014 AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A GRANT FROM THE OHIO
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES (ODNR) IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,000 TO BE
USED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A CHIMNEY SWIFT TOWER, WHICH WOULD INCLUDE
INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk
Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s request.

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Mr. DeLeone and SECONDED by
Mr. Ferrara. On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti,
Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-
0.

MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT No. 2021-014 made by Mr. DeLeone and SECONDED by Mr.
Ferrara. On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr.
Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0.

ORDINANCE 2021-014 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens.

Draft No. 202-015 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF KENT TO SUBMIT A
GRANT FUNDING APPLICATION REQUEST FOR $1,000.00 TO THE KENT
ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL (KEC) AND TO ACCEPT THE GRANT, IF AWARDED, AND
EXECUTE THE SUBSEQUENT GRANT AGREEMENT WITH CORRESPONDING
APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS, FOR “THE CHIMNEY SWIFT TOWER PROJECT", AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala's request.

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Ms. Shaffer Bish and SECONDED
by Mr. DeLeone. On roll call, voting “Yes”: Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr.
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Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call
vote of 9-0.

MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT No. 2021-015 made by Ms. Shaffer Bish and SECONDED by
Ms. Rosenberg. On roll call, voting “Yes” Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr.
Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call
vote of 9-0.

RESOLUTION 2021-015 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens.

Draft No. 2021-016 AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER
OR HIS DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE A RIGHT OF WAY AGREEMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF
OBTAINING TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT EASEMENTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF
THE SOUTHWEST SANITARY PUMP STATION PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s request.

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Mr. Kuhar and SECONDED by Ms.
Rosenberg. On roll call, voting “Yes”: Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr.
Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0.

MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT No. 2021-016 made by Mr. Kuhar and SECONDED by Mr.
DeLeone. On roll call, voting “Yes”: Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr.
Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-
0.

RESOLUTION 2021-016 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens.

Draft No. 2021- 017 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE KENT FIRE DEPARTMENT TO
APPLY FOR THE FY 2020 ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTER - FIRE PREVENTION AND
SAFETY GRANT, AND TO ACCEPT ANY GRANT, IF AWARDED, WITH CORRESPONDING
APPROPRIATIONS OF FUNDS WHICH PROVIDES FUNDING FOR THE PURCHASE OF
SOFTWARE AND RELATED HARDWARE TO IMPROVE EFFICIENCY IN PERFORMING AND
RECORDING FIRE SAFETY INSPECTIONS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was read by
title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s request.

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Mr. Amrhein and SECONDED by Mr.
Kuhar. On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara,
Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0.

MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT No0.2021-017 made by Mr. Kuhar and seconded by Mr. Sidoti. On
roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar,
Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0.

ORDINANCE 2021-017 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens.

Draft No. 2021- 018 AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A DONATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $50.00
TO THE CITY OF KENT FIRE DEPARTMENT FROM ROBERTA AND GEORGE NEHRENZ IN
MEMORY OF FORMER KENT FIRE CHIEF BUD RHOADS, AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s request.
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MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Mr. Amrhein and SECONDED by Ms.
Shaffer Bish. On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr.
Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of
9-0.

MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT No. 2021-018 made by Mr. DeLeone and SECONDED by Ms.
Shaffer Bish. On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr.
Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of
9-0.

ORDINANCE 2021-018 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens.

Draft No. 2021-019 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING FIVE (5) DAYS TO BE ADDED TO EACH
FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES’ PAID TIME OFF BANK TO RECOGNIZE THE CITY’S WORKFORCE
FOR IT'S EXTRAORDINARY EFFORTS IN THE FACE OF THE PANDAMIC, AND DECLARING
AN EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’'s request.

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Mr. Ferrara and SECONDED by
Amrhein. On roll call, voting “Yes”. Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms.
Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of
9-0.

MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT No. 2021-019 made by Mr. Kuhar and SECONDED by Mr.
DelLeone. On roll call, voting “Yes”: Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms.
Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of
9-0.

ORDINANCE 2021-019 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens.

Unfinished Business: NONE

New Business:

Mr. Kuhar asked if the City was still enforcing the policy of snow being plowed onto the sidewalk.

Mr. Ruller added the sidewalk ordinance is still being enforced and asked Ms. Susel if citations
are still being issued.

Ms. Susel said Arby’s and Rockne’s were asked to clear the sidewalks of their businesses, which
they did. The only egregious violator is Auto Zone so they will be returning there tomorrow to
discuss with them.

Ms. Susel added she will have the code enforcement officers out again to work on this issue.
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Council Comments:

Mr. Sidoti said that two weeks ago Ms. Wallach brought up the item of expanding the Designated
Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA) and that got him thinking about asking the administration
what could be done to help small businesses downtown and to think of them ahead of time. He
asked if there are ideas to consider now, such as the closing down of Franklin, to help small
businesses in town and to have a controlled approach to having a flood of people downtown in
June and July. He thinks it is worth having conversations about this.

Mayor Fiala added he and Mr. Ruller have been discussing this, getting through the healing
process and moving slowly and cautiously. The administration is already working on some of this.

Mr. Ruller thanked Mr. Sidoti and added the administration is already having meetings on this
very topic. A couple of the early outcomes of these discussions are coming to Council next month
for authorization. He said in the course of future conversations if more ideas come up to please
let him know. Ideas are welcome at any time.

Mr. Sidoti thanked Mr. Ruller and said Ms. Wallach nudged him to begin thinking about this when
she mentioned DORA, and he added whatever they can do as a Council to support the
Administration in those efforts to help support small businesses get back on their feet and to do
so in an orderly fashion.

Mr. Ruller mentioned Main Street Kent is currently working with Kent State University to do focus

groups with downtown businesses to get ideas directly from them. That is happening and is
underway already.

Mayor’s Report:

There have been two ribbon cuttings, at The Fruit Bowl in Acorn Alley and Kwench Café on Erie
Street. He encouraged all to visit these businesses and to try their products.

The Regular Meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M.
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