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CITY of Kent, Ohio 
    ================================================================================================ 

CITY COUNCIL █ 320 S. DEPEYSTER STREET █ Kent, Ohio 44240 █ 330-678-8007 
 
 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
Regular City Council Meeting   

Public Hearing Zoning Code Amendments Chapters 1107-1114 
Executive Session Immediately following Council Mtg. 

  
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting will be held virtually using the Zoom platform and live 
streamed on the City of Kent YouTube Channel.  

  
  AGENDA 

 
7:25 P.M. Public Hearing: On February 14, 2021, notice was given that the Kent City 
Council will conduct a public hearing to allow for public comment and questions regarding 
the review of the updated Zoning Code: Proposed text amendments for proposed 
chapters 1107 through 1114. 
 
Board of Control: Immediately Following Public Hearing 
 
Regular Council Meeting 
 

1. Roll Call 

2. Opening Remarks and Pledge of Allegiance (Mr. Sidoti) 

3. Approval of Minutes 
 
3.1 Regular City Council Meeting of February 17, 2021 

3.2 Public Hearing February 17, 2021 

3.3 Public Hearing March 3, 2021 

 
4. Communications 

 
4.1 Public Comment 

4.1.1 Anyone wishing to address Council must submit their written 
comments to the Clerk of Council at councilclerk@kent-ohio.org by 
4:30 p.m. on the day of the meeting. If also requesting to speak at 
the meeting, comments are limited to three (3) minutes. 

 
4.2  Written Communication (All placed on file in the Clerk of Council’s office) 

4.2.1 Civil Service Agenda for February 22, 2021 received on February 19, 
2021. 

mailto:councilclerk@kent-ohio.org
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4.2.2 Civil Service exam notice for Juvenile Counselor received on March 4, 
2021. 

4.2.3 Standing Rock Cemetery Board meeting minutes from February 11, 2021 
and Agenda for March 11, 2021 received on March 2, 2021. 

4.2.4 Board of Health Meeting Agenda and Statistical Report for March 9, 2021 
and Health Board Minutes for February 9, 2021 received on March 8, 
2021. 

4.2.5 NAACP Letter in Response to March 3rd Kent City Council Meeting was 
received on March 7, 2021 and forwarded to all City Council Members. 

4.2.6 Letter from Jennifer Mapes regarding comments on March 3, 2021 
regarding use of PARTA building received on March 8, 2021 and 
forwarded to all City Council Members.  

 
4.3 City Manager’s Report 

 
5. Standing Committees & Legislation 

 
5.1 Committee of the Whole (Mayor Fiala) 

 
5.1.1 Committee Meeting Minute Approval: NONE 
5.1.2 Action Recommended:  NONE 

  
 

5.2 Land Use Committee (Ferrara/Schafer) 
 

5.2.1 Committee Meeting Minute Approval:  March 3, 2021 
5.2.2 Action Recommended: 

 
1) Authorize the renewal of the sublease for the Farmer’s Market and partial 

closure of Franklin Avenue. 
 

5.2.3 Draft No. 2021-020    AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER, OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO RENEW THE AGREEMENT WITH 
THE HAYMAKER FARMERS’ MARKET FOR THE SUB-LAND LEASE 
OF A PARKING LOT LOCATED NORTH OF SUMMIT STREET, WEST 
OF FRANKLIN AVENUE, AND EAST OF AKRON BARBERTON 
CLUSTER RAILWAY COMPANY’S MAIN LINE TRACK, CONTAINING 
0.168 ACRES, FOR THE PERIOD OF APRIL 3, 2021 THROUGH 
NOVEMBER 27, 2021; CONTINGENT ON THE CONTINUATION OF 
THE CITY’S LEASE WITH THE AKRON BARBERTON CLUSTER 
RAILWAY COMPANY, FOR THE AMOUNT OF $1.00; AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY (Authorized) 

  
5.3 Health & Safety Committee (Amrhein/Sidoti) 

 
5.3.1 Committee Meeting Minute Approval:  March 3, 2021 
5.3.2 Action Recommended:   
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1) Authorize the proposed amendments to the City’s Tobacco 21 
Ordinance 

 
5.3.3 Draft No. 2021-021   AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 527 OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF KENT BY ENACTING 
SECTION 527.04 REQUIRING ALL TOBACCO RETAILERS WITHIN THE 
CITY TO POST THE PHONE NUMBER FOR THE TOBACCO QUITLINE AT 
ALL POINT OF SALE LOCATIONS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
(Authorized) 

 
5.4   Streets, Sidewalks and Utilities (Sidoti/Wallach) 

 
5.4.1 Committee Meeting Minute Approval:  March 3, 2021 
5.4.2 Action Recommended: 

1) Authorize the staff authority to negotiate the private use of City right of 
way for 2021. 

2) Authorize the water extension and tie-in for the new car wash. 
 

5.4.3 Draft No. 2021- 022  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2020-
54 APPROVING THE TEMPORARY LICENSE AGREEMENTS FOR 
OUTDOOR PATIO DINING AREAS AND EXTENDING THE DATE UNTIL 
DECEMBER 31, 2021 OR UNTIL THE LIFTING OF ALL RESTRICTIONS 
RELATED TO COVID-19, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Authorized) 
 

5.4.4 Draft No. 2021- 023  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE WATER TAP-IN 
FOR MOD CAR WASH LOCATED AT 1788 STATE ROUTE 59, OUTSIDE 
THE CITY OF KENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Authorized) 

 
5.5     Finance Committee (DeLeone/Wallach) 

 
5.5.1 Committee Meeting Minute Approval:  March 3, 2021 
5.5.2 Action Recommended:  

1) Authorize the Ohio EPA Loan Agreement to fund the Southwest 
Sanitary Pump Station Project. 

2) Authorize the MOU for a $460,000 Parks and Recreation Loan. 
3) Authorize the easement agreement for the Southwest Sewer Pump 

Station project. 
4) Authorize the proposed PARTA lease amendment. 
5) Authorize the acceptance and appropriation of the NOPEC NEC grant 

funds. 
 

5.5.3 Draft No. 2021-024  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER, OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO ENTER INTO A LOAN AGREEMENT 
WITH THE OHIO EPA’S DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE (DEFA) TO COMPLETE THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
SOUTHWEST SANITARY SEWER PUMP STATION PROJECT, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Authorized) 
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5.5.4 Draft No. 2021-025 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER, OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO ENTER INTO A MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING WITH THE CITY OF KENT PARKS & RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT TO RETURN FUNDS TO THE CITY FOR A LOAN 
NECESSARY TO COMPLETE THE PORTAGE BIKE & HIKE TRAIL – 
BRADY’S LEAP SEGMENT PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY (Authorized) 

5.5.5 Draft No. 2021-026  AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING AND AUTHORIZING 
THE CITY MANAGER OR HIS DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE A RIGHT OF 
WAY AGREEMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING TEMPORARY 
AND PERMANENT EASEMENTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
SOUTHWEST SANITARY PUMP STATION PROJECT, AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY (Authorized) 

5.5.6 Draft No. 2021-027    AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER, OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO AMEND THE LEASE AGREEMENT 
WITH PARTA AND THE CITY OF KENT HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO 
CONTINUE TO LEASE 201 EAST ERIE STREET AND ADD TO THE 
LEASE THE GROUND FLOOR FOR CLINICAL PURPOSES, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Authorized) 

5.5.7 Draft No. 2021-028  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER OR HIS DESIGNEE TO SECURE NOPEC GRANT FUNDS 
THAT ARE AVAILABLE TO THE CITY (UP TO $49,978.00) TO USE FOR 
ENERGY SAVING RELATED INVESTMENTS, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY (Authorized) 

5.5.8 Draft No. 2021-029    AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A DONATION IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $50.00 TO THE CITY OF KENT FIRE DEPARTMENT FROM 
JOHN AND NANCY THOMAS IN HONOR/MEMORY OF FORMER KENT 
FIRE CHIEF BUD RHOADS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
(Unauthorized) 

5.5.9 Draft No. 2021-030  AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING TWO (2) DONATIONS 
TO THE CITY OF KENT HEALTH DEPARTMENT, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY (Unauthorized) 

5.6 Community Development (Kuhar/Rosenberg) 

5.6.1 Committee Meeting Minute Approval:  March 3, 2021 
5.6.2 Action Recommended:  NONE 

5.6.3 Draft No. 2021-031   AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO AMEND THE RIGHT OF ACCESS AGREEMENT WITH 
ABB INSTALLATION PRODUCTS INC. (ABB IP) FOR SITE 
REMEDIATION AT 800 MOGADORE ROAD THAT WAS PASSED IN 
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ORDINANCE 2019-106, TO ALLOW ACCESS TO TWO ADDITIONAL 
OFF-PROPERTY AREAS OF INTEREST (OPAI-03 AND OPAI-06), AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Unauthorized) 

6. Unfinished Business

7. New Business

8. Councilmembers’ Comments

9. Mayor’s Report

10. Adjournment

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  In accordance with ORC §121.22 Section G, Item (1): “To consider the 
appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public 
employee or official.” 

Posted March 10, 2021 | Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council | Visit http://www.kentohio.org for up to the minute Agenda Amendments 

Any person who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication or a modification of policies and procedures to 
participate in any City or City Council public meeting or event should contact the Clerk of Council at 330-676-7555 or 
councilclerk@kent-ohio.org.  Any request for auxiliary aid or other accommodation should be made as soon as possible, but no later 
than forty-eight hours prior to the event. 



 
DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2021-020 

 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO RENEW THE 
AGREEMENT WITH THE HAYMAKER FARMERS’ MARKET FOR THE SUB-LAND LEASE OF A 
PARKING LOT LOCATED NORTH OF SUMMIT STREET, WEST OF FRANKLIN AVENUE, AND EAST 
OF AKRON BARBERTON CLUSTER RAILWAY COMPANY’S MAIN LINE TRACK, CONTAINING 0.168 
ACRES, FOR THE PERIOD OF APRIL 3, 2021 THROUGH NOVEMBER 27, 2021; CONTINGENT ON 
THE CONTINUATION OF THE CITY’S LEASE WITH THE AKRON BARBERTON CLUSTER RAILWAY 
COMPANY, FOR THE AMOUNT OF $1.00; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kent and the Akron Barberton Cluster Railway Company entered into a lease 
agreement for the use of a parking lot, located north of Summit Street, west of Franklin Avenue, and east 
of the Akron Barberton Cluster Railway Company’s main line track, containing 0.168 acres; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kent wishes to continue to sub-lease said parking lot on Saturday mornings to the 
Haymaker Farmers’ Market; contingent on the continuation of the City’s lease with the Akron Barberton 
Cluster Railway Company; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Farmers’ Market is a benefit to the citizens of Kent, Ohio; and 
 
WHEREAS, time is of the essence to allow the Farmers’ Market to open with good weather. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio, that: 
 
SECTION 1. That the City Manager, or his designee, be and hereby is authorized to renew the Sub-land 
Lease with Haymaker Farmers’ Market for a parking lot located north of Summit Street, west of Franklin 
Avenue, and east of the Akron Barberton Cluster Railway Company’s main line tract, contingent on 
continuation of the City’s lease with the Akron Barberton Cluster Railway Company; in substantial 
compliance with the terms of Exhibit “A”, attached hereto. 
 
SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and 
relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council and that all 
deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in 
meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised 
Code. 
 
SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents of this City, for which 
reason and other reasons manifest to this Council, this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency 
measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after passage. 
 
PASSED:                                                                      

 Date      Jerry T. Fiala 
Mayor and President of Council 

EFFECTIVE: _________________________ 
   Date 
 
ATTEST:    _________________________                                         
  Amy Wilkens 

Clerk of Council 
 
 
I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
___________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON _______________________, 20______.   
 

___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 

         CLERK OF COUNCIL 
(SEAL) 
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DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2021-021 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 527 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 
OF KENT BY ENACTING SECTION 527.04 REQUIRING ALL TOBACCO RETAILERS WITHIN 
THE CITY TO POST THE PHONE NUMBER FOR THE TOBACCO QUITLINE AT ALL POINT 
OF SALE LOCATIONS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
WHEREAS, tobacco use is still the nation’s number one cause of preventable death and disease; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, tobacco companies spend $9.1 billion per year, $1 million every hour, to market their 
products; and 
 
WHEREAS, the State of Ohio spends just $738.7 million on programs to prevent teens from 
starting tobacco and to help smokers quit; and 
 
WHEREAS, children are being exposed daily to cigarette and e-cigarette advertising by an 
industry that needs to recruit the youth to maintain profit; and 
 
WHEREAS, there are 26 tobacco retailers inside the Kent City limits, or one retailer for every 
2,222 citizens, including those who attend Kent State University.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, 
Ohio, that: 
 
SECTION 1. That Council hereby enacts Section 527.04 of the Kent Codified Ordinances to 
read as follows: 
 

527.04 POSTING OF QUITLINE PHONE NUMBER 
a. Every Tobacco Retailer within the City of Kent shall post the phone number 

of a tobacco Quitline at the point of purchase. Point of Purchase shall be 
where a customer pays for merchandise and Quitline information shall be 
reasonably place to ensure that it is visible to customers.  

 
b. Kent City Health Department will provide all Quitline materials for tobacco 

retailers 
  

SECTION 2. The City of Kent hereby approves the ordinance to require all tobacco retailers 
within the City of Kent to post the phone number for the Tobacco Quitline at all point of sale 
locations.  
 
SECTION 3. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 



SECTION 4. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after 
passage. 

 

PASSED:                                                     _______________________________ 
           Date     Jerry T. Fiala 
        Mayor and President of Council 

EFFECTIVE: ____________________________ 
   Date 

ATTEST:    _________________________ 
  Amy Wilkens 
  Clerk of Council 

 

 

 

I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
_______________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ___________________________, 20_________.   

 

(SEAL) 

 

___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 

         CLERK OF COUNCIL 

 



 
DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2021-022 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2020-54 APPROVING THE TEMPORARY 
LICENSE AGREEMENTS FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING AREAS AND EXTENDING THE 
DATE UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2021 OR UNTIL THE LIFTING OF ALL RESTRICTIONS 
RELATED TO COVID-19, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
WHEREAS, given the current COVID-19 crisis, the City of Kent dining establishments have 
endured the hardship of being temporarily closed in Kent; and 
 
WHEREAS, to provide dining options that best suit the individual needs of patrons, the City 
desires to extend the date to use the right-of-way permitting outdoor patio dining areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of this Council to authorize outdoor patio dining areas until December 
31, 2021 or until the lifting of all restrictions related to Covid-19, whichever comes first. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio, 
that: 
 
SECTION 1. That Council does hereby approves extending the date until December 31, 2021 
or until the lifting of all restrictions related to Covid-19, for the Temporary Outdoor Patio Dining 
License Agreements without the need for further Council action. Temporary Licensees will be 
required to sign the Agreement as set forth on the attached Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and 
made a part hereof and any other criteria established by the City.  
 
SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after 
passage. 
 
PASSED:                                                    _____________________________________                           
   Date    Jerry T. Fiala 
       Mayor and President of Council 
EFFECTIVE: _____________________ 
   Date 
 
ATTEST:    _________________________                                         
  Amy Wilkens 

Clerk of Council 
 

 
I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
_______________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ___________________________, 20_________.   
 
(SEAL) 
 

___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 

         CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2021-023 
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE WATER TAP-IN FOR MOD CAR WASH LOCATED AT 
1788 STATE ROUTE 59, OUTSIDE THE CITY OF KENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
WHEREAS, Hutton ST 17, LLC requests water service outside the City of Kent at 1788 State 
Route 59 located in Franklin Township (the “Property”);  
 
WHEREAS, the Property is within the Kent-Franklin JEDD Contract area and the owner has not 
signed the contract, therefore, per KCO 913.09, the Property is subject to a 50% water surcharge; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Division of Engineering recommends approving the water tap-in; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio, 
that: 
 
SECTION 1: Council does hereby authorize the water tap-in to the Property subject to KCO 
913.09 and the City water rules and regulations. 
 
SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after 
passage. 

 

PASSED:                                             _______________________________         
  Date     Jerry T. Fiala     
       Mayor and President of Council 

EFFECTIVE: ____________________________ 
  Date 

ATTEST:    _____________________________                                         
  Amy Wilkens 
  Clerk of Council 

 

 

 

 



I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
_____________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ___________________________, 20_____________.   

 

 

(SEAL)                   ___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 

         CLERK OF COUNCIL 

 



DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2021-024 
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO ENTER INTO A LOAN 
AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO EPA’S DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE (DEFA) TO COMPLETE THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE SOUTHWEST SANITARY 
SEWER PUMP STATION PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kent wishes to enter into a loan agreement with the Ohio EPA’s Division of 
Environmental and Financial Assistance (DEFA) to complete the construction of the Southwest Sanitary 
Sewer Pump Station Project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the project will replace two (2) existing pump stations (Middlebury Road and Yacavona Park) 
where the stations are in constant repair (“Project”); and 
 
WHEREAS, DEFA will provide financing for the Project estimated at Two Million Five Hundred Thousand 
Dollars 00/100 ($2,500,000.00) for a five (5) year term at an interest rate of one and sixty ninth tenths of a 
percent (1.69%) interest plus an administration fee of thirty five tenths of a percent (.35%). 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio, that: 
 
SECTION 1. That Council does hereby authorize the City Manager, or his designee, to enter into a Loan 
Agreement with the Ohio EPA’s Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance (DEFA) to complete 
the construction of the Southwest Sewer Pump Station project. 
 
SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and 
relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council and that all 
deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in 
meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised 
Code. 
 
SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the residents of this City, for 
which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an 
emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after passage. 
 
PASSED:                                             _______________________________          
  Date     Jerry T. Fiala     
       Mayor and President of Council 
EFFECTIVE: ____________________________ 
  Date 
 
ATTEST:    _____________________________                                         
  Amy Wilkens 
  Clerk of Council 

 
I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
_____________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ___________________________, 20_____________.   
 
 
(SEAL)                   ___________________________ 

AMY WILKENS 
         CLERK OF COUNCIL 

 



 
 
 

DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2021- 025 
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO ENTER 
INTO A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE CITY OF KENT PARKS & 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT TO RETURN FUNDS TO THE CITY FOR A LOAN 
NECESSARY TO COMPLETE THE PORTAGE BIKE & HIKE TRAIL – BRADY’S LEAP 
SEGMENT PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kent Parks & Recreation department is short $460,000 to cover the 
Engineer’s opinion of probable project costs, which consist of the cost of construction, 
construction inspection and provide for a contingency during construction of the Project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kent is willing to assist the Parks & Recreation Department in addressing 
the budgetary shortfall of $460,000 from its Capital Fund 301 in order to complete the Project; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kent will contribute $120,000 to the project leaving the amount to be 
refunded from the Parks & Recreation Department $340,000; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Parks & Recreation Department will refund the $340,000 within five (5) years 
beginning 2022 in five (5) equal payments, paid annually to the City. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio, 
that: 
 
SECTION 1. Council does hereby authorize the City Manager, or his designee, to enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Kent Parks & Recreation Department to return 
funds to the City for a loan necessary to complete the Portage Hike and Bik Trail - Brady’s Leap 
segment project. 
 
SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after 
passage. 
 
PASSED:                                                         ____________________________                                         

 Date      Jerry T. Fiala 
Mayor and President of Council 

EFFECTIVE: ________________________ 
   Date 
 
ATTEST:    _________________________                                         
  Amy Wilkens 

Clerk of Council 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
____________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ______________________, 20______.   
 
 
(SEAL)  

___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 

         CLERK OF COUNCIL 



 

 
 

  
DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2021-026 

 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OR HIS DESIGNEE 
TO EXECUTE A RIGHT OF WAY AGREEMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING 
TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT EASEMENTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
SOUTHWEST SANITARY PUMP STATION PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kent Council desires to obtain certain temporary and permanent 
easements from property owners for the construction of the Southwest Sanitary Pump Station 
Project (“Project”); and 
 
WHEREAS, the property owner listed below has agreed to sell the easement interests to the City 
for the Project in the amounts listed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City needs the property for right-of-way purposes for the construction of said 
Project. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio, 
that: 
 
SECTION 1. That Council does hereby accept and authorizes the City Manager or his designee 
to execute the agreement for the City of Kent to obtain a temporary and permanent easement for 
construction of the Southwest Sanitary Pump Station project in substantial conformity with the 
terms of the Agreement marked as Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and incorporated herein for the 
following property: 
 

a) Stephen J. Smith, 1218 Middlebury, temporary easement (6-T) and sanitary sewer 
easement (6-S), $3,000.00. 

 
SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after 
passage. 
 
PASSED:                                              ________________________________       

Date    Jerry T. Fiala 
Mayor and President of Council 

 
EFFECTIVE: _____________________ 
            Date 
 
 



 

 
 

ATTEST: _________________________                                         
  Amy Wilkens 
            Clerk of Council 
 
 
 
I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF RESOLUTION No. 
_______________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ____________________________, 20_________.   
 
 
(SEAL) 

___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 

          CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2021-027 
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO AMEND 
THE LEASE AGREEMENT WITH PARTA AND THE CITY OF KENT HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT TO CONTINUE TO LEASE 201 EAST ERIE STREET AND ADD TO THE 
LEASE THE GROUND FLOOR FOR CLINICAL PURPOSES, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kent Health Department would like to continue to lease the office space at 
201 East Erie Street and would like to add to the lease the ground floor for clinical purposes of the 
PARTA Central Gateway in downtown Kent; and 
 
WHEREAS, the annual lease would be increased from $1,500.00 to $1,705.60/monthly and utilities, 
cleaning and snow removal have been added at $307.50/month for a total monthly fee of $2,013.10; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the ground floor suite will be at a base rate of $1,650.00/monthly plus $275.00 for 
utilities, cleaning and snow removal for a total monthly fee of $1,925.00. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, 
Ohio, that: 
 
SECTION 1. Kent City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager, or his designee, to 
amend the lease agreement with PARTA and the City of Kent Health Department to continue 
to lease 201 S. Erie Street, Kent, Ohio and to add to the lease the ground floor for clinical 
purposes and is more fully described in Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and made a part thereof. 
 
SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after 
passage. 
 
PASSED:                                                      _______________________________ 
           Date     Jerry T. Fiala 
        Mayor and President of Council 
EFFECTIVE: ____________________________ 
   Date 
 
ATTEST:    _____________________________                                         
  Amy Wilkens 

Clerk of Council 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
_____________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON _______________________, 20_____________.   
 
 
(SEAL)                   ___________________________ 

AMY WILKENS 
         CLERK OF COUNCIL 



ADDENDUM TO LEASE AGREEMENT 

This Addendum made and entered into this ______ day of ___________, 2021, is 
by and between the KENT CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT (referred to as "Health 
Department” or “Tenant”) and PORTAGE AREA REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
(referred to “PARTA” or “Landlord”). 

WHEREAS, the Health Department and PARTA have entered into an Agreement 
dated August 1, 2020 ("Agreement") for the lease of space located at 201 
S. Erie Street, Suite G, Kent, Ohio 44240; and

WHEREAS, the Health Department and PARTA want to amend the Agreement as 
set forth in this Addendum. 

NOW THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency 
of which is hereby acknowledged, the Health Department and PARTA hereby amend the 
Agreement as follows: 

1. Rent: The Parties agree to amend the Agreement by adding the following:  

Effective on April 1, 2021 and March 31, 2022, the annual base rent will increase 
by $1.00 per square foot. The new monthly rent will be Two Thousand Thirteen Dollars 
and 10 Cents ($2,013.10) including the fees described in Paragraph 2, below. 

Effective on April 1, 2022 and March 31, 2023, the annual base rent will increase 
by $1.00 per square foot. The new monthly rent will be Two Thousand Two Hundred 
Eighteen Dollars and 10 Cents ($2,218.10) including the fees described in Paragraph 2, 
below. 

2. Utilities/Cleaning/Snow Removal:  The parties agree to amend the
Agreement by adding the following language: 

Effective for contract years beginning April 1, 2021 and April 1, 2022, Landlord 
will add a maintenance fee of $1.50 per square foot to the base yearly rent at an amount 
of Three Hundred Seven Dollars and Fifty Cents per month.  The maintenance fee 
represents operating expenses incurred by Landlord for the performance of enhanced, 
COVID-19 compliant janitorial services for the second floor Suite G spaces.   

2021-027 Exhibit 'A'



The maintenance fee includes janitorial labor for cleaning and sanitizing, plus 
purchasing and restocking the goods, materials, and supplies utilized for and consumed 
by Tenant. The maintenance fee does not include increased utility usage for which 
tracking is still incomplete. Landlord will continue tracking utility usage and janitorial 
operating expenses and may increase or decrease such fees, if warranted, in subsequent 
contract years. 

Tenant also maintains the right to have the maintenance of the spaces provided 
by a third party upon ninety (90) days’ notice to the Landlord prior to the end of each 
calendar year. 

3. Additional Space to be Leased.  The Health Department has a need for 
additional space owned by PARTA. The Parties agree to the following:  
 

a. PARTA shall lease Suite E, 201 S. Erie Street, Kent, Ohio 44240 to the Health 
Department for a term of 12 months beginning on April 1, 2021 and ending on 
March 31, 2022. 

b. Rent will be in the amount of One Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty-Five 
Dollars and No Cents ($1,925.00) which includes PARTA’s cost for 
maintenance and cleaning. 

c. The Health Department will pay for the electrical upgrade needed for the 
space.  

d. The terms and condition of the Agreement shall apply to the lease of Suite E. 
e. The Parties agree to review the status of the lease of Suite E during the fourth 

quarter of the lease term.  
 
  All other terms of the Agreement that have not been specifically amended herein 
shall remain in full force and effect.  
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each party, by its duly authorized representative has 
executed this contract effective as of the day and year first written above. 
 
 
        
 KENT CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT   PARTA   

  
By________________________________  By________________________________ 

     
    _________________________________  __________________________________ 
    (print name and title)    (print name and title) 
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CERTIFICATE OF THE DIRECTOR OF LAW 
 
 
Approved as to form and correctness. 
 
______________________________________ 
Hope L. Jones 
Director of Law 
  
Dated: _____________ 
 
 
 
 CERTIFICATE OF THE DIRECTOR OF BUDGET AND FINANCE  
 
 
To the City Manager/Director of Public Safety: 
 
I hereby certify that the amount required to meet the City’s obligation under this contract 
has been lawfully appropriated and is in the treasury or in the process of collection to the 
credit of an appropriate fund free from any previous encumbrance. 
 
_________________________________ 
Rhonda C. Hall  
Director of Budget and Finance   
  
 
Dated: ____________  
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DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2021-028 
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OR HIS DESIGNEE TO SECURE 
NOPEC GRANT FUNDS THAT ARE AVAILABLE TO THE CITY (UP TO $49,978.00) TO 
USE FOR ENERGY SAVING RELATED INVESTMENTS, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kent, Ohio is receiving a Northeast Ohio Public Energy Council (“NOPEC”) 
Energized Community (NEC) grant in the amount of $49,978.00 for 2021; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City would like to use the funds to upgrade critical power related equipment that is 
used at the Water Reclamation facility. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, 
Ohio, that: 
 
SECTION 1. That Kent City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager, or his designee, 
to secure NOPEC grant funds in the amount of $49,978.00 from the NOPEC Energized 
Community (NEC) 2021 Program.   
 
SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after 
passage. 
 
PASSED:                                                      _______________________________ 
           Date     Jerry T. Fiala 
        Mayor and President of Council 
EFFECTIVE: ____________________________ 
   Date 
 
 
ATTEST:    _________________________ 
  Amy Wilkens 
  Clerk of Council 

 
 
 
I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
_______________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ___________________________, 20_________.   
 
(SEAL) 
 

___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 

         CLERK OF COUNCIL 



 
DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2021-029 

 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A DONATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $50.00 TO THE CITY OF 
KENT FIRE DEPARTMENT FROM JOHN AND NANCY THOMAS IN HONOR/MEMORY OF 
FORMER KENT FIRE CHIEF BUD RHOADS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kent Fire Department has received a donation of $50.00 from John and 
Nancy Thomas in honor/memory of former Kent Fire Chief Bud Rhoads who passed away on 
January 10, 2021; 
  
WHEREAS, the City wishes to accept said donation. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio, 
that: 
 
SECTION 1. That Council does hereby authorize the City Manager on behalf of the City of Kent 
to accept the donation of $50.00 from John and Nancy Thomas in honor/memory of former Kent 
Fire Chief Bud Rhoads who passed away on January 10, 2021 and for the Budget and Finance 
Director to appropriate the donation into the proper fund. 
 
SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after 
passage. 
 
 
PASSED:                                                    ________________________________                           
   Date    Jerry T. Fiala 
       Mayor and President of Council 
EFFECTIVE: _____________________ 
   Date 
 
ATTEST:    _________________________                                         
  Amy Wilkens 

Clerk of Council 
 

 
 
I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
_______________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ___________________________, 20_________.   
 
(SEAL) 
 

___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 

         CLERK OF COUNCIL 
 (SEAL) 

 



DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2021-030 

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING TWO (2) DONATIONS TO THE CITY OF KENT HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the City of Kent Health Department have received two (2) donations as follows: 

1) $600.00 from McKay Bricker and Cass McKay (2 photo prints)(1 oil print); and

2) $150.00 from Belltower Brewery – Ryan and Bridget Tipton (3 tiered shelf for
blueprint storage.

WHEREAS, the City wishes to accept said donations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio, 
that: 

SECTION 1. That Council does hereby authorize the City Manager on behalf of the City of Kent 
to accept the donations totaling $750. 

SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after 
passage. 

PASSED: ________________________________      
Date Jerry T. Fiala 

Mayor and President of Council 
EFFECTIVE: _____________________ 

               Date 

ATTEST:    _________________________     
Amy Wilkens 
Clerk of Council 

I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
_______________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ___________________________, 20_________.   

(SEAL) 

___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 

CLERK OF COUNCIL
 



DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2021 - 031 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO AMEND THE RIGHT OF ACCESS 
AGREEMENT WITH ABB INSTALLATION PRODUCTS INC. (ABB IP) FOR SITE 
REMEDIATION AT 800 MOGADORE ROAD THAT WAS PASSED IN ORDINANCE 2019-106, 
TO ALLOW ACCESS TO TWO ADDITIONAL OFF-PROPERTY AREAS OF INTEREST (OPAI-
03 AND OPAI-06), AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
WHEREAS, ABB IP has several identified OPAI’s that are continually monitored and sampled to 
identify any change in conditions that may warrant remediation action and recent testing of near 
surface sediments in OPAI-3 and OPAI-6 have been identified as having the potential to generate 
a sheen in the water when these areas are disturbed; and 
 
WHEREAS, in order to mitigate this concern, the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) 
has granted approval to ABB IP to use divers and/or small equipment to remove approximately 
0.5-2.5 thick sections of sediment in these areas that are above an underlying clay layer; and 
 
WHEREAS, since the work will require some site disturbances (removal of some trees), ABB IP 
is conducting a tree survey in these areas to ensure appropriate replacement and restoration of 
any removed trees; and  
 
WHEREAS, tree removal is prohibited in Ohio from April 1st through September 30th to protect bat 
habitats so approval will ensure access is granted to allow for the timely removal of trees; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City is granting access to OPAI-3 and OPAI-6 to ensure the timely completion of 
the necessary site preparation, remediation, and tree/site restoration activities in order to 
safeguard the Cuyahoga River, City property, and regional bat habitats. 
 
WHEREAS, time is of the essence as ABB IP and the City desire this phase of the remediation 
work to begin immediately; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio 
that: 
 
SECTION 1. That Council does hereby authorize the City Manager or his designee to amend 
the Right of Access Agreement with ABB IP for site remediation at 800 Mogadore Road to allow 
access to Off-Property Areas of Interest (OPAI-03 and OPAI-06), as more fully described in the 
attached agreement (Exhibit “A”). 

SECTION 2.  That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after 



passage. 
 

PASSED:                                                  _______________________________ 
  Date      Jerry T. Fiala 
  Mayor and President of Council 
EFFECTIVE: _____________________ 
  Date 
 
 
ATTEST:    _________________________                                         
  Amy Wilkens 

Clerk of Council 
 

 
 
I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
____________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ______________________, 20______.   
 
 
(SEAL)  

___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 

         CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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THE CITY OF KENT, OHIO 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2021 
 
 Page 1 of 8 
  

 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 
 The City of Kent, Ohio 

    Wednesday, February 17, 2021 
 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting was held virtually using the Zoom platform and 
livestreamed on the City of Kent YouTube Channel. 
       
At 7:30 p.m., Mayor Jerry T. Fiala called the Regular Meeting of Kent City Council to order. 
Roll was taken. 
 
PRESENT: Mr. Jack Amrhein; Mr. Michael DeLeone; Mr. Garret Ferrara (7:31 p.m.); 

Mr. John Kuhar; Ms. Gwen Rosenberg; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish; Mr. Roger 
Sidoti; Mr. Robin Turner; Ms. Tracy Wallach  

 
ALSO PRESENT: Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, City 

Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, Community 
Development Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Ms. Joan Seidel, 
Health Commissioner; Ms. Rhonda Hall, Budget and Finance Director; 
Mr. Gary Bishop, IT Manager; Mr. Nick Shearer, Chief of Police; Ms. Amy 
Wilkens, Clerk of Council 

 
Mayor Fiala called upon Councilmember Rosenberg for her opening remarks. She asked that all 
stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
Approval of Regular Council Meeting Minutes: 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF January 
20, 2021 made by Mr. Kuhar SECONDED by Mr. Turner and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0-1 
with Ms. Wallach abstaining. 
 
Communication: 
 
Public Comment: There were no visitors signed in to speak with Council.    
 
Written Communications were reported by Clerk Wilkens and placed on file in the Clerk’s office 
as follows: 
 

1. Cancellation of Architecture Review Board Meeting for February 2, 2021 
received on January 27, 2021. 

2. Planning Commission Agenda and Staff Report for February 9, 2021 meeting 
received February 2, 2021. 

3. Planning Commission Agenda and Staff Report for February 16, 2021 meeting 
received on February 9, 2021. 

4. Request from Ohio Dept. of Liquor Control was received on January 28, 2021 to 
transfer the liquor license from Pacific East Kent, Inc. DBA Pacific East to 
TT1108 2 Inc. DBA Pacific East. Chief Shearer has no objections. 



  
                                                         

THE CITY OF KENT, OHIO 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2021 
 
 Page 2 of 8 
  

MOTION to return license to Ohio Department of Liquor Control with no objections made by Mr. 
Kuhar SECONDED by Mr. DELEONE and CARRIED with a voice vote of 9-0. 

 
Communications Received after Agenda Publication were reported by Clerk Wilkens and 
placed on file in the Clerk’s office as follows: 

1. Parks and Recreation Board Packet for the February 18, 2021 meeting received on 
February 10, 2021. 

2. Standing Rock Cemetery Minutes from January 14, 2021 meeting and Agenda for 
February 11, 2021 meeting received on February 10, 2021. 
 

City Manager’s Report was called for by Mayor Fiala. 
1. Request Council’s authorization to submit an Assistance to Firefighters grant application 

(and allocate the grant funds if approved) in the amount of $17,156 for the upgrade of fire 
safety and prevention inspection equipment.   (Draft# 2021-017) 

2. Request Council’s authorization to accept a $50 donation to the Kent Fire Department from 
Roberta and George Nehrenz in memory of former Kent Fire Chief Bud Rhoads. (Draft 
#2021-018) 

3. Main Street Kent has requested Community Development Committee time to provide 
Council with the annual report of Main Street activities in 2020, and to provide a preview of 
plans for 2021.   

4. Request Community Development Committee time to present the proposed 2021 CDBG 
funded projects.   

5. Request Land Use Committee time to request the renewal of the lease agreement for the 
Haymaker Farmer’s Market.   

6. Request Health & Safety Committee time to present proposed amendments to the City 
Tobacco 21 Ordinance.  

7. Request Streets, Sidewalks & Utilities Committee time to request Council’s authorization 
to extend the staff authorization for another 12 months that allows staff to establish 
temporary right of way access agreements to help businesses extend into the City right of 
way during the pandemic.   

8. Request Streets, Sidewalks & Utilities Committee to present a request from a new business 
in the Franklin Township to receive City water service.   

9. Request Finance Committee time to request Council’s consideration of an Ohio EPA loan 
agreement for funds to be used in the southwest sanitary pump station replacement project.   

10. Request Finance Committee time to present a proposed loan agreement with Kent Parks 
and Recreation to ensure that the next phase of the Portage Hike and Bike Trail has 
adequate funding to proceed.  

11. Request Finance Committee time to request Council’s consideration of an amendment to 
the Health Department Lease Agreement with PARTA.   

12. Request Finance Committee time to request Council’s authorization to accept and place in 
escrow NOPEC Energized Community Grant funds in the amount of $49,978.   

13. Request Finance Committee time for Council’s consideration of the final easement 
agreement negotiated for the Southwest Sanitary Sewer Pump Station project. 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE ITEMS #1-13 OF THE CITY MANAGER’S REPORT, made by Mr. 
Amrhein, SECONDED by Mr. Kuhar, and CARRIED by a voice vote of 9-0. 
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STANDING COMMITTEES/ LEGISLATION 
 
1) Committee of the Whole: 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE MEETING MINUTES from February 3, 2021 made by Mr. Amrhein, 
SECONDED by Mr. Turner and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0-1, with Ms. Wallach abstaining. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACTION ITEM made by Mr. 
Turner, SECONDED by Mr. DeLeone and CARRIED by a voice vote of 9-0. 
 
Recommended Actions: 

1) Authorize and Amend the Pending List 
 
2) Community Development Committee: 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE MEETING MINUTES of February 3, 2021 made by Mr. Kuhar, 
SECONDED by Mr. Sidoti and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0-1, with Ms. Wallach abstaining. 
 
NO COMMITTEE ACTION ITEM TO APPROVE 
 
  
3) Land Use Committee: 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE MEETING MINUTES of February 3, 2021 made by Mr. Ferrara, 
SECONDED by Ms. Rosenberg, and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0-1, with Ms. Wallach 
abstaining. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE LAND USE COMMITTEE ACTION ITEM made by Mr. Ferrara      
SECONDED by Ms. Shaffer Bish and CARRIED by a voice vote of 9-0.         
 
Recommended Actions: 
 

1) Authorize the acceptance of the dedication for Phase 5 of Riverbend East  
 

Draft No. 2021-011   AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING, FOR DEDICATION PURPOSES, THE 
STREETS, EASEMENTS AND DEDICATED OPEN SPACES OF RIVER BEND EAST SUBDIVI-
SION PHASE V, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens 
per Mayor Fiala’s request. 
 
MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Ms. Shaffer Bish, SECONDED by 
Mr. Sidoti.  On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Amrhein, Mr. DeLeone, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. 
Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach.  The Motion CARRIED by a 
roll call vote of 9-0. 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT NO. 2021-011 made Ms. Shaffer Bish, SECONDED by Mr. Sidoti.  
On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Amrhein, Mr. DeLeone, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. 
Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach.  The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-
0. 
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ORDINANCE 2021-011 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens. 
 
4) Streets, Sidewalks and Utilities Committee 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE MEETING MINUTES of February 3, 2021 made by Mr. Sidoti                    
SECONDED by Mr. Kuhar, and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0-1 with Ms. Wallach abstaining. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND UTILITIES COMMITTEE ACTION 
ITEM made by Mr. Sidoti, SECONDED by Mr. Kuhar and CARRIED by a voice vote of 9-0. 
 
Recommended Actions: 
 

1) Authorize the water extension and tie-in for the new Express Wash Concepts 
 

Draft No. 2021-012   AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE WATER TAP-IN FOR EXPRESS 
WASH CONCEPTS LOCATED AT 1811 STATE ROUTE 59, OUTSIDE THE CITY OF KENT, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s 
request. 
 
MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Mr. Kuhar, SECONDED by Mr. 
DeLeone.  On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. DeLeone, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. 
Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein.  The Motion CARRIED by a roll 
call vote of 9-0. 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT NO. 2021-012 made Mr. Kuhar and SECONDED by Mr. DeLeone. 
On roll call, voting “Yes” Mr. DeLeone, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, 
Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein.  The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-
0.  
   
ORDINANCE 2021-012 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens. 
 
5) Health and Public Safety Committee: 
  
MOTION TO APPROVE MEETING MINUTES of February 3, 2021 made by Mr. Amrhein                    
SECONDED by Mr. DeLeone, and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0-1 with Ms. Wallach 
abstaining. 
 
NO COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS TO APPROVE 
 
6) Finance Committee: 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES OF February 3, 2021 
made by Mr. DeLeone, SECONDED by Mr. Amrhein, and CARRIED by a voice vote 8-0-1 with 
Ms. Wallach abstaining. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE FINANCE COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS made by Mr. DeLeone     
SECONDED by Mr. Sidoti and CARRIED by a voice vote of 9-0. 
 
Recommended Actions: 
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1) Approve the 2021 budget appropriations amendments 
2) Authorize the acceptance and allocation of a $1,000 grant from ODNR and authorize the 

staff to submit a $1,000 grant to the KEC (and if approved, authorize the acceptance and 
allocation of KEC grant funds) as presented  

 
Draft No. 2021-013   AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2020-129, THE 
CURRENT APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE, PASSED DECEMBER 16, 2020; SO AS TO 
ADJUST APPROPRIATIONS, TRANSFERS AND ADVANCES FROM THE VARIOUS FUNDS 
OF THE CITY OF KENT TO INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTS FOR THE CURRENT EXPENSES OF 
THE CITY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s request. 
 
MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Mr. Kuhar, SECONDED by Ms. 
Rosenberg.  On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, 
Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0.  
 
MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT NO. 2021-013 made by Mr. DeLeone, SECONDED by Ms. Shaffer 
Bish.  On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. 
Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0.  
 
ORDINANCE 2021-013 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens. 
 
Draft No. 2021-014   AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A GRANT FROM THE OHIO 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES (ODNR) IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,000 TO BE 
USED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A CHIMNEY SWIFT TOWER, WHICH WOULD INCLUDE 
INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk 
Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s request.   
 
MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Mr. DeLeone and SECONDED by 
Mr. Ferrara.  On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, 
Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-
0.                           
 
MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT No. 2021-014 made by Mr. DeLeone and SECONDED by Mr. 
Ferrara.  On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. 
Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0. 
 
ORDINANCE 2021-014 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens. 
 
Draft No. 202-015   AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF KENT TO SUBMIT A 
GRANT FUNDING APPLICATION REQUEST FOR $1,000.00 TO THE KENT 
ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL (KEC) AND TO ACCEPT THE GRANT, IF AWARDED, AND 
EXECUTE THE SUBSEQUENT GRANT AGREEMENT WITH CORRESPONDING 
APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS, FOR “THE CHIMNEY SWIFT TOWER PROJECT”, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s request.   
 
MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Ms. Shaffer Bish and SECONDED 
by Mr. DeLeone.  On roll call, voting “Yes”: Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. 
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Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar.   The Motion CARRIED by a roll call 
vote of 9-0.  
 
MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT No. 2021-015 made by Ms. Shaffer Bish and SECONDED by              
Ms. Rosenberg.  On roll call, voting “Yes”: Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. 
Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call 
vote of 9-0.  
  
RESOLUTION 2021-015 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens. 
  
Draft No. 2021-016   AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
OR HIS DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE A RIGHT OF WAY AGREEMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
OBTAINING TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT EASEMENTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
THE SOUTHWEST SANITARY PUMP STATION PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s request. 
 
MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Mr. Kuhar and SECONDED by Ms. 
Rosenberg.  On roll call, voting “Yes”: Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. 
Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0.   
 
MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT No. 2021-016 made by Mr. Kuhar and SECONDED by Mr. 
DeLeone. On roll call, voting “Yes”: Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. 
Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg.   The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-
0.  
 
RESOLUTION 2021-016 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens. 
 
Draft No. 2021- 017   AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE KENT FIRE DEPARTMENT TO 
APPLY FOR THE FY 2020 ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTER – FIRE PREVENTION AND 
SAFETY GRANT, AND TO ACCEPT ANY GRANT, IF AWARDED, WITH CORRESPONDING 
APPROPRIATIONS OF FUNDS WHICH PROVIDES FUNDING FOR THE PURCHASE OF 
SOFTWARE AND RELATED HARDWARE TO IMPROVE EFFICIENCY IN PERFORMING AND 
RECORDING FIRE SAFETY INSPECTIONS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was read by 
title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s request. 
 
MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Mr. Amrhein and SECONDED by Mr. 
Kuhar.  On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, 
Mr. Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish.  The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0.  
 
MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT No.2021-017 made by Mr. Kuhar and seconded by Mr. Sidoti.  On 
roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, 
Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish.  The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0.          
 
ORDINANCE 2021-017 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens. 
 
Draft No. 2021- 018   AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A DONATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $50.00 
TO THE CITY OF KENT FIRE DEPARTMENT FROM ROBERTA AND GEORGE NEHRENZ IN 
MEMORY OF FORMER KENT FIRE CHIEF BUD RHOADS, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s request. 
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MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Mr. Amrhein and SECONDED by Ms. 
Shaffer Bish.  On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. 
Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 
9-0.  
 
MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT No. 2021-018 made by Mr. DeLeone and SECONDED by Ms. 
Shaffer Bish.  On roll call, voting “Yes”: Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. 
Kuhar, Ms. Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 
9-0. 
 
ORDINANCE 2021-018 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens. 
 
Draft No. 2021-019   AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING FIVE (5) DAYS TO BE ADDED TO EACH 
FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES’ PAID TIME OFF BANK TO RECOGNIZE THE CITY’S WORKFORCE 
FOR IT’S EXTRAORDINARY EFFORTS IN THE FACE OF THE PANDAMIC, AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s request. 
 
MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS made by Mr. Ferrara and SECONDED by 
Amrhein.  On roll call, voting “Yes”: Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. 
Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 
9-0.  
 
MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT No. 2021-019 made by Mr. Kuhar and SECONDED by Mr. 
DeLeone.  On roll call, voting “Yes”: Ms. Wallach, Mr. Amrhein, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Kuhar, Ms. 
Rosenberg, Ms. Shaffer Bish, Mr. Sidoti, Mr. Turner. The Motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 
9-0. 
 
ORDINANCE 2021-019 PASSED as stated by Clerk Wilkens. 
 
Unfinished Business:  NONE 
 
New Business:     
 
Mr. Kuhar asked if the City was still enforcing the policy of snow being plowed onto the sidewalk. 
 
Mr. Ruller added the sidewalk ordinance is still being enforced and asked Ms. Susel if citations 
are still being issued.  
 
Ms. Susel said Arby’s and Rockne’s were asked to clear the sidewalks of their businesses, which 
they did. The only egregious violator is Auto Zone so they will be returning there tomorrow to 
discuss with them.  
 
Ms. Susel added she will have the code enforcement officers out again to work on this issue. 
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Council Comments:  
 
Mr. Sidoti said that two weeks ago Ms. Wallach brought up the item of expanding the Designated 
Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA) and that got him thinking about asking the administration 
what could be done to help small businesses downtown and to think of them ahead of time. He 
asked if there are ideas to consider now, such as the closing down of Franklin, to help small 
businesses in town and to have a controlled approach to having a flood of people downtown in 
June and July. He thinks it is worth having conversations about this. 
 
Mayor Fiala added he and Mr. Ruller have been discussing this, getting through the healing 
process and moving slowly and cautiously. The administration is already working on some of this. 
 
Mr. Ruller thanked Mr. Sidoti and added the administration is already having meetings on this 
very topic. A couple of the early outcomes of these discussions are coming to Council next month 
for authorization. He said in the course of future conversations if more ideas come up to please 
let him know. Ideas are welcome at any time.  
 
Mr. Sidoti thanked Mr. Ruller and said Ms. Wallach nudged him to begin thinking about this when 
she mentioned DORA, and he added whatever they can do as a Council to support the 
Administration in those efforts to help support small businesses get back on their feet and to do 
so in an orderly fashion.  
 
Mr. Ruller mentioned Main Street Kent is currently working with Kent State University to do focus 
groups with downtown businesses to get ideas directly from them. That is happening and is 
underway already. 
 
Mayor’s Report:  
 
There have been two ribbon cuttings, at The Fruit Bowl in Acorn Alley and Kwench Café on Erie 
Street. He encouraged all to visit these businesses and to try their products. 
 
  
 
The Regular Meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M. 
  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                  
Amy Wilkens       Jerry T. Fiala   
Clerk of Council      Mayor and President of Council 
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   City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 
 Public Hearing 
 The City of Kent, Ohio 
           Wednesday, February 17, 2021 

 
  
At 7:25 p.m., Mayor Jerry T. Fiala called the Public Hearing for the Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Program Year (PY) 2021 Action Plan and 2020-2024 CDBG Consolidated Plan to order.  Roll call 
was taken. 
 
PRESENT: Mr. Jack Amrhein; Mr. Michael DeLeone; Mr. Garret Ferrara; Mr. John Kuhar; 

Ms. Gwen Rosenberg; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish; Mr. Roger Sidoti; Mr. Robin 
Turner; Ms. Tracy Wallach  

 
ALSO PRESENT: Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, City 

Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, Community 
Development Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Ms. Joan Seidel, Health 
Commissioner; Ms. Rhonda Hall, Budget and Finance Director; Mr. Gary 
Bishop, IT Manager; Mr. Nick Shearer, Chief of Police; Ms. Amy Wilkens, Clerk 
of Council 

  
  
Mr. Susel announced this is the 1st Public Hearing for the CDBG Program Year 2021 Annual Action 
Plan. This marks the second year of the five-year plan covering the period 2020-2024. The projects 
involved are to assist low to moderate income households. This first hearing is to take comments 
from the public regarding the types of activities they would like to see funded.     
 
Mayor Fiala asked for comments from the audience.  There were no comments. 
 
 
Hearing no further business, Mayor Fiala adjourned the Public Hearing at meeting at 7:26 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                              ___________________________________                                 
Amy Wilkens      Jerry T. Fiala 
Clerk of Council    Mayor and President of Council 
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   City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 
 Public Hearing 
 The City of Kent, Ohio 
               Wednesday, March 3, 2021 

 
At 6:55 p.m., Mayor Jerry T. Fiala called the Public Hearing for Zoning Code Amendments 
Chapters 1101-1106 to order.  Roll call was taken. 
 
PRESENT: Mr. Jack Amrhein; Mr. Michael DeLeone; Mr. John Kuhar; Ms. Gwen 

Rosenberg; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish; Mr. Roger Sidoti; Mr. Robin Turner  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, City 

Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, Community 
Development Director; Ms. Melanie Baker, Service Administration 
Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Ms. Rhonda Hall, Budget and 
Finance Director; Mr. Gary Bishop, IT Manager; Ms. Joan Seidel, Health 
Commissioner; Mr. John Tosko, Fire Chief; Mr. Nick Shearer, Chief of 
Police; Mr. Michael Anguilano, Accreditation Coordinator,  and Ms. Amy 
Wilkens, Clerk of Council. 

ABSENT:  Mr. Garret Ferrara; Ms. Tracy Wallach 
  
MOTION to excuse Ms. Tracy Wallach from the hearing made by Mr. Sidoti SECONDED by 
Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish and CARRIED with a voice vote of 7-0. 
  
Mr. Susel announced this is the 1st Public Hearing for Zoning Code Amendments for 
Chapters 1101-1106 which will be presented to Council on April 7, 2021. 
 
Mayor Fiala asked for comments from the audience.   
 
Clerk Wilkens stated there was no one signed in. 
 
Hearing no further business, Mayor Fiala adjourned the Public Hearing at 6:56 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                              ___________________________________                                 
Amy Wilkens      Jerry T. Fiala 
Clerk of Council    Mayor and President of Council 
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   Community Development Meeting Minutes 
 The City of Kent, Ohio 

     Wednesday, March 3, 2021 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting was held virtually using the Zoom platform and was live 
streamed on the City of Kent YouTube Channel. 

 
Chair Kuhar called the Community Development Committee of Kent City Council to order 
at 7:00 p.m.   
 
PRESENT: Mr. Jack Amrhein; Mr. Michael DeLeone; Mr. Garret Ferrara; Mr. 

John Kuhar; Ms. Gwen Rosenberg; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish; Mr. 
Roger Sidoti; Mr. Robin Turner 

 
ALSO PRESENT: Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, 

City Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, 
Community Development Director; Ms. Melanie Baker, Service 
Administration Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Ms. Rhonda 
Hall, Budget and Finance Director; Mr. Gary Bishop, IT Manager; Ms. 
Joan Seidel, Health Commissioner; Mr. John Tosko, Fire Chief; Mr. 
Nick Shearer, Chief of Police; Mr. Michael Anguilano, Accreditation 
Coordinator,  and Ms. Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council.  

 
ABSENT: Ms. Tracy Wallach 
 
GUEST PRESENT: Mr. Andrew Rome, Director of Haymaker Farmer’s Market 
 
There was one (1) item on the Agenda.  
 
1. Proposed 2021 CDBG Funded Projects 
 
Mr. Kuhar introduced Community Development Director, Ms. Bridget Susel to speak on 
this topic.  
 
Ms. Bridget Susel introduced the memo in the City Manager Packet that listed the CDBG 
projects planned in 2021. They have not yet received notification of the allocation amount 
and are basing funding decisions based on last year’s numbers ($303,720). The following 
projects will be allocated pending notification of funding:  
 

1) City of Kent Engineering- Walnut Street Reconstruction 
2) City of Kent Police Department- Neighborhood Policing Program 
3) Community Action Council (CAC) of Portage County- Furnace Inspection/Targeted 

Replacement Program 
4) Family and Community Services- Homeless Shelter Services 
5) Family and Community Services- HVAC Replacements at Safe Path and Currie 

Hall 
6) Ohio Small Business Development Center- Small Business Counseling 
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7) City of Kent Community Development- Administration
8) Fair Housing Consultant- Fair Housing Services

As in prior years, they are not asking for a motion on the preceding projects, as there will 
be a second public hearing and a 30-day review process. These items will be coming 
back to Council for legislative approval in May 2021. 

Mr. Sidoti asked Ms. Susel how the Federal Government defines low and moderate 
income and if there is a financial threshold. 

Ms. Susel answered in the affirmative stating the low to moderate income includes 
anyone from 0-80% of the area median income. Each year HUD provides a breakdown 
of the income and income caps. They are grouped into three categories: Extremely Low 
to Moderate is at 30% and below the median income; Low income is at 50% or below; 
Moderate Income is at 80% of the median income. Typically, it does not shift much from 
year to year, however, Kent is included in the Akron Metropolitan Municipal area due to 
not being large enough to have its own. This tends to skew the numbers a bit.  

Seeing no further business, the Community Development Committee Meeting adjourned 
at 7:10 p.m. 

    _______________________________ 
    Amy Wilkens 
    Clerk of Council 

 ACTION RECOMMENDED: 
1) N/A
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Land Use Committee Meeting Minutes 
The City of Kent, Ohio 

 Wednesday, March 3, 2021 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting was held virtually using the Zoom platform and was live 
streamed on the City of Kent YouTube Channel. 

Chair Ferrara called the Land Use Committee of Kent City Council to order at 7:07 p.m.  

PRESENT: Mr. Jack Amrhein; Mr. Michael DeLeone; Mr. Garret Ferrara; Mr. 
John Kuhar; Ms. Gwen Rosenberg; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish; Mr. 
Roger Sidoti; Mr. Robin Turner 

ALSO PRESENT: Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, 
City Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, 
Community Development Director; Ms. Melanie Baker, Service 
Administration Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Ms. Rhonda 
Hall, Budget and Finance Director; Mr. Gary Bishop, IT Manager; Ms. 
Joan Seidel, Health Commissioner; Mr. John Tosko, Fire Chief; Mr. 
Nick Shearer, Chief of Police; Mr. Michael Anguilano, Accreditation 
Coordinator,  and Ms. Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council.  

ABSENT: Ms. Tracy Wallach 

GUEST PRESENT: Mr. Andrew Rome, Director of Haymaker Farmers' Market 

There was one (1) item on the Agenda. 

1. Lease Renewal for Haymaker Farmers' Market

Ms. Susel introduced the annual renewal of the Haymaker Farmers' Market Lease 
that the City has a long-term lease with the railroad. This year’s request is earlier, 
typically run from May to October but is now run April to the end of November due to 
COVID-19. The closing of the area on Franklin Avenue will be included in this 
request because of anticipated space being needed for social distancing. She 
mentioned Mr. Andrew Rome being on the call who is available to assist with any 
questions from Council members. 

Ms. Shaffer Bish asked how the market will be arranged this year as compared to 
last year with a one-way walking system. 

Mr. Rome answered they do not yet have a vendor map but is guessing they will 
adjust practices as the season goes on, with a similar set up as 2020. They are 
planning on a more targeted approach in 2021 to help relieve the burden on the 
vendors, returning to having music, community organizations and arts present. They 
will have the music area separate from customers to ensure social distancing. In order 
to accommodate all of the 
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vendors and to have enough space, they are asking to setup on Franklin Ave. to be able 
to do this.    

Mr. Sidoti asked if the market lost any vendors or if they are anticipating having more 
vendors in 2021. 

Mr. Rome said they did lose vendors last year due to safety concerns and natural attrition. 
There was more (attrition) last year than normal with some people choosing to retire. This 
year there is a great crop of new vendor applicants which enables the Market to be 
selective in choosing the best fit for the community. The Board will be meeting on the 
following Monday to work out the vendor list for 2021.  

MOTION to accept the renewal of the sublease for the Haymaker Farmers' Market 
made by Ms. Shaffer Bish SECONDED by Mr. Kuhar and CARRIED with a voice vote of 
8-0-0. 

Seeing no further business or questions for this committee, it adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 

    _______________________________ 
    Amy Wilkens 
    Clerk of Council 

 ACTION RECOMMENDED: 
1) Authorize the renewal of the sublease for the Farmer’s Market and partial

closure of Franklin Avenue.
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Health and Safety Committee Meeting Minutes 
       The City of Kent, Ohio 
 Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting was held virtually using the Zoom platform and was live 
streamed on the City of Kent YouTube Channel. 

Mr. Amrhein called the Health and Safety Committee Meeting of Kent City Council to 
order at 7:12 p.m.     

PRESENT: Mr. Jack Amrhein; Mr. Michael DeLeone; Mr. Garret Ferrara; Mr. 
John Kuhar; Ms. Gwen Rosenberg; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish; Mr. 
Roger Sidoti; Mr. Robin Turner 

ALSO PRESENT: Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, 
City Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, 
Community Development Director; Ms. Melanie Baker, Service 
Administration Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Ms. Rhonda 
Hall, Budget and Finance Director; Mr. Gary Bishop, IT Manager; Ms. 
Joan Seidel, Health Commissioner; Mr. John Tosko, Fire Chief; Mr. 
Nick Shearer, Chief of Police; Mr. Michael Anguilano, Accreditation 
Coordinator,  and Ms. Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council.  

ABSENT: Ms. Tracy Wallach 

There was one (1) item on the Agenda. 

1. Proposed Amendments to the City’s Tobacco 21 Ordinance

Ms. Joan Seidel introduced her colleague, Michael Anguilano, who is the Accreditation 
Specialist for the Kent Health department. Michael also produces all of the health 
education materials and is also maintaining a straight A average in his Master’s Program 
in the College of Public Health at Kent State University. Mr. Anguilano came before 
Council in 2018 with the group from the Kent State Health Department for the Tobacco 
21 initiative to reduce smoking over a ten-year period. He continues to work on this grant 
and is providing an update and proposal request. 

Mr. Anguilano said in 2018 Tobacco 21 was passed and an update to the policy was 
provided after the first year. There was a 74% compliance during the first year and the 
second year had 87% compliance and added he believes the policy is effective. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has thrown a wrench into quitting smoking for many with stress 
levels running high due to finances, worrying about illness, loss of loved ones, etc. there 
has been an uptick in traditional cigarette use. The proposed amendment to this policy 
would be to require the Ohio Quit Line to be posted at every point of sale in the city. It 
would be signage that would be created by the Health Department and the Ohio 
Department of Health through this grant. With Ohio 21, establishments are required to 
have signage at the point of sale regarding the improper sale and penalties to selling to 
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those under 21, so this would be in addition to that signage. There would be no fine, but 
is rather a do-good policy for many of these businesses, many of which want to help 
people quit. The grant would help pay for the signage to be reprinted and distributed. He 
shared stats from the Quit Line, with only 3 calls being received last October, November, 
December. This time of year is usually a busy time of year, so it is concerning that only 
three people in Portage County called the Ohio Quit line during the three most stressful 
times of this pandemic. This policy would allow the word to be spread about its services. 

Ms. Shaffer Bish asked if the Quit Line is national, state or county based. 

Mr. Anguilano replied the Ohio Quit Line is run through the Ohio Department of Health. If 
someone calls the quit line, they are paired with someone at ODH to work with and be 
counseled by. They can also get nicotine replacement therapy if they qualify up to a 
certain amount of time.  

Ms. Shaffer Bish added she has written grants for tobacco cessation for behavioral health 
and had not heard of this and thinks this is a good resource that everyone should know 
about. 

Mr. Kuhar asked if there is a need for an ordinance for this policy or if it is more of a public 
relations item to consider. 

Mr. Anguilano replied that because the Quit Line will be attached to a Tobacco 21 sign, 
which is required, and is fined if not up at the point of sale, it would have to be up. There 
would be a fine of $500 if a business does not comply with the T21 signage. The number 
will be posted on the redone Tobacco 21 sign, which is required. 

Mr. Kuhar asked if they have the Tobacco 21 sign posted without this, they have met the 
requirements. 

Mr. Anguilano replied “yes” but the ordinance would state they are required to have the 
new signage posted which will have the quit line on it. This request is to amend the T21 
ordinance adding this Quit Line requirement.  

Ms. Rosenberg asked if businesses downtown are required to have no smoking signs 
with a phone number on it, is that to report a complaint of someone smoking in or around 
businesses and if this is something different. 

Mr. Anguilano replied “Yes, that would be different”. 

Ms. Rosenberg stated if she does not have that sign up in her business, it would be a 
health code violation. She asked if not having this sign with the Quit Line would be 
considered a health code violation. 



Council Committee Meeting 
Health & Safety Committee 
March 3, 2021 

Page 3 of 3 

Mr. Anguilano stated it would only be for licensed tobacco handlers in the database and 
would only apply to these places.  

Ms. Rosenberg asked if it would be a health code violation if the businesses selling 
tobacco didn’t have the sign.  

Mr. Anguilano said that would be a health code violation because it would be a violation 
of the T21 ordinance.  

MOTION to approve the amendments to the Tobacco 21 ordinance made by Mr. Turner, 
SECONDED by Ms. Rosenberg and CARRIED with a voice vote of 8-0-0. 

Seeing no further business or questions for this committee, it adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

    _______________________________ 
    Amy Wilkens 
    Clerk of Council 

 ACTION RECOMMENDED: 
1) Authorize the proposed amendments to the City’s Tobacco 21 Ordinance.
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Streets and Sidewalks Committee Meeting Minutes 
The City of Kent, Ohio 

 Wednesday, March 3, 2021 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting was held virtually using the Zoom platform and was live 
streamed on the City of Kent YouTube Channel. 

Chair Sidoti called the Streets and Sidewalks Committee of Kent City Council to order at 7:26 p.m.  

PRESENT: Mr. Jack Amrhein; Mr. Michael DeLeone; Mr. Garret Ferrara; Mr. 
John Kuhar; Ms. Gwen Rosenberg; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish; Mr. 
Roger Sidoti; Mr. Robin Turner 

ALSO PRESENT: Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, 
City Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, 
Community Development Director; Ms. Melanie Baker, Service 
Administration Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Ms. Rhonda 
Hall, Budget and Finance Director; Mr. Gary Bishop, IT Manager; Ms. 
Joan Seidel, Health Commissioner; Mr. John Tosko, Fire Chief; Mr. 
Nick Shearer, Chief of Police; Mr. Michael Anguilano, Accreditation 
Coordinator,  and Ms. Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council.  

ABSENT: Ms. Tracy Wallach 

There were two (2) items on the Agenda. 

1. Extension of Staff Authorization for the Use of City Right of Way 

Chair Sidoti introduced City Engineer Jim Bowling to speak on this matter. 

Mr. Bowling reminded of Council’s agreement last year to allow temporary licensing agreements to 
last through December 31, 2020. These allowed businesses to safely provide services during the 
Covid 19 pandemic. They are asking for an extension for this year as the pandemic is lasting longer 
than expected. There are two businesses looking to utilize this agreement.  

Mr. Ferrara asked who were the businesses looking into this. 

Mr. Bowling said Ray’s Place and Barflyy. 

MOTION to approve authorization for the use of the city right of way, with an emergency clause, 
made by Mr. Ferrara, SECONDED by Ms. Shaffer Bish and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0.  

2. Consideration of a Request for Water Line Tie-In

Mr. Bowling reminded Council of the request for a water tie in for a car wash in Franklin Township
that was presented at last month’s Council Meeting. This new request is for another car wash
across the street. They are required to come to Council and seek approval. Unfortunately, they are
declining to participate in the JEDD and will be paying 50% surcharge on their water usage. On a
side note, he mentioned the first car wash has been put on hold since they are behind the request
of this car wash and there is no desire to have two car washes across the street from each other.
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Ms. Shaffer Bish said she noticed the water line is on the north side of the street so they would 
have to tunnel under the street to connect to the water line. She asked if this would be supervised 
by Mr. Bowling. 

Mr. Bowling said this one is a little different, as the main water line is across the street but there is 
an 8-inch line that crosses just to the west that could potentially be used. This will be up to the 
owners who will be in charge and will have to cover all costs. Kent will oversee the construction of 
the water line and ODOT also is required to give a permit due to maintaining the State Rt. They will 
get double supervision on this project. 

Mr. Kuhar asked what size water line and what method is going to be used to connect. 

Mr. Bowling said he has not seen any plans yet so he would not be able to comment on their means 
and methods to getting connected. Future plans will be reviewed once approved. 

MOTION to approve the consideration for a water line tie-in made by Mr. Kuhar, SECONDED by 
Mr. Turner and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0.  

Seeing no further business or questions for this committee, it adjourned at 7:31 p.m. 

  _______________________________ 
    Amy Wilkens 
    Clerk of Council 

       ACTION RECOMMENDED: 
1) Authorize the staff authority to negotiate the private use of City right of way for 2021.
2) Authorize the water extension and tie-in for the new car wash.
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting was held virtually using the Zoom platform and was live 
streamed on the City of Kent YouTube Channel. 

Chair DeLeone called the Finance Committee of Kent City Council to order at 7:31 p.m.  

PRESENT: Mr. Jack Amrhein; Mr. Michael DeLeone; Mr. Garret Ferrara; Mr. 
John Kuhar; Ms. Gwen Rosenberg; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish; Mr. 
Roger Sidoti; Mr. Robin Turner 

ALSO PRESENT: Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, 
City Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, 
Community Development Director; Ms. Melanie Baker, Service 
Administration Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Ms. Rhonda 
Hall, Budget and Finance Director; Mr. Gary Bishop, IT Manager; Ms. 
Joan Seidel, Health Commissioner; Mr. John Tosko, Fire Chief; Mr. 
Nick Shearer, Chief of Police; Mr. Michael Anguilano, Accreditation 
Coordinator,  and Ms. Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council.  

ABSENT: Ms. Tracy Wallach 

There were five (5) items on the Agenda. 

1. Proposed Ohio EPA Loan Agreement 

Mr. Bowling referred to the 2018 Council approval of a loan agreement with the 
Ohio EPA to construct the Southwest Sanitary Pump Stations. Due to acquiring 
right of way issues, Covid-19 and being early coming to Council, the requested 
amount needs to be modified. Before, the amount asked for was $2 million, even 
though the project was $2.2 million. Now there are better lending rates, they are 
requesting up to $2.5 million to cover all costs. The project is out to bid and if 
approved will be submitted to the EPA.  

MOTION was made by Mr. Sidoti to authorize the proposed Ohio EPA Loan 
Agreement, with an emergency clause, SECONDED by Ms. Rosenberg and 
CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0. 

2. Proposed Kent Parks and Recreation MOU

Mr. Bowling informed Council that due to Parks and Recreation having a short fall
(because they did not get a grant they were planning on for the construction of the
bike trail), a memorandum of understanding was put together detailing how the
loan would be paid back.
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The basic terms of the agreement stipulate the money would be returned over five 
(5) years and the capital fund would also contribute a portion of it.

Melanie Baker, Interim Parks and Recreation Director, added this was taken to the 
Park Board on February 18, 2021 who approved the Memorandum of 
Understanding and are okay with the parameters set forth.  They will be looking at 
any parks fees from now until it is paid applying to the paydown as well. They have 
been taking a look at the overall Capital plan to find any other ways to establish a 
greater paydown when the project is complete. The MOU will also be adjusted at 
the end of the project as they will only be given a loan for what is needed at the 
completion of the project.  

Mr. Sidoti asked about the exact location and the timeline. 

Mr. Bowling said it is the project off of the bridge downtown and construction starts 
April 1, 2021 and should be completed by October.  

Council Discussion: 

Mr. Kuhar stated he is going to support the motion, but that in all the time he has 
been on Council, Parks and Recreation is always having a shortfall financially. He 
added they need “better eyes”. He added this money is money that belongs to the 
City of Kent and is wondering why they are always on the short end of projects.  

Ms. Shaffer Bish said it is disappointing we did not receive a grant and may be 
finding themselves in competition with other cities. She wants to support this 
because it is important for this project to move forward, as it has been a long time 
in the making and people are eager to see it happen. It is an economic 
development tool to bring bicyclists into the City and is a decent plan that will 
hopefully be paid off in a relatively short amount of time.  

Mr. Sidoti is in support of the project and also hears what Mr. Kuhar is saying. He 
thinks there is a bigger conversation in terms of Council’s role in Parks and 
Recreation and is aware the Charter drives that but at some point, should be 
discussed. He said perhaps the City should have a bit of more of an oversight as 
Mr. Kuhar is suggesting. He stated this project has been in the works for a long 
time. Having this project completed does in fact signify a commitment to a City that 
is committed to walkability and the river edge park.  

MOTION to approve the proposed Kent Parks and Recreation Memorandum of 
Understanding, with an emergency clause, made by Ms. Shaffer Bish, 
SECONDED by Ms. Rosenberg and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0. 
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3. Consideration of Final Easement for Sanitary Sewer Station

Mr. Bowling promised this would be his last item presenting this evening. This is
the last easement that is needed for the Pump Station and are seeking approval
to exercise this easement agreement for the Pump Station Project.

MOTION to approve the final easement for the Sanitary Sewer Station with an
emergency clause made by Mr. Ferrara, SECONDED by Mr. Sidoti and CARRIED
by a voice vote of 8-0.

4. Proposed Amendment to the Health Department Lease Agreement with PARTA

Mr. Ruller introduced the topic of amending the lease agreement with PARTA,
stating we have been working on it for a while and things were amplified as the
COVID 19 pandemic progressed. He said Ms. Seidel is a hardworking, visionary
leader and one of her visions is to have a clinic on the ground floor of the PARTA
building. With the Cutler space opening up on the ground floor, this opened up the
possibility of locating a vaccination clinic in that area. The terms of the existing
lease of the second floor has been amended and is being brought forth to Council.
He added Ms. Seidel is working closely with the County on the shot clinic. One
factor that has complicated things a bit is the terms of the lease held by Phoenix
Properties.  They have worked with them on the terms of the lease and he does
not believe they are actively looking to put another business in this space.

Ms. Seidel said they have been in the Central Gateway for a little over six months
and it has been working out nicely. They have been looking at getting a street level
spot, so when Cutler moved out it provided this opportunity. The contract tracers
are currently taking up space of a potential clinic on the second floor at this moment
and all space has been maximized.

Ms. Shaffer Bish asked if additional signage would be put up.

Ms. Seidel said she thinks they would need additional signage for the clinic so that
people can find it.

Ms. Shaffer Bish asked if there would be a need for special parking.

Ms. Seidel said the parking deck could be used and there is street level parking
available.

Mr. Ferrara asked what other type of treatments would be offered at the clinic.
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Ms. Seidel replied short term it could also be available for COVID testing. She said 
“down the road”, options become wider and more diverse such as blood pressure 
screenings, blood sugar screenings, health education programs such as possibly 
working with chefs in the downtown area on healthy cooking programs. She added 
the WIC program could be run out of there one day of the week, removing the 
barrier of having to go to Ravenna. She said further down the line, occupational 
health would be great to provide vaccines to City employees. She said drug testing 
for potential employees could also be done here.  

Mr. Ferrara asked if the drug screening would be a fee for service and if it would 
be a revenue source for the City. 

Ms. Seidel said there would be more potential of revenue with the occupational 
health options.  

Mr. Ferrara said there is a stigma with bus stations and public and government 
entities and we it may not be something that would be wanted in downtown Kent. 
He said we would need to make sure to define what the clinic does. He added it 
may not be politically correct to say this but it is the fact of the matter.  

Mr. Sidoti asked if the amount of money expended to rent the house off of Kent 
State University versus current rent, what kind of pressure is this putting on the 
resources of the City to expand.  

Mr. Ruller said the lease agreement with Kent State University dated back to rates 
that were really low and have been slowly increasing due to a on campus space 
shortage. The City is not insensitive the cost of all of this, and the costs incurred 
by COVID 19 have been bridged temporarily by Covid funding. They have 
reviewed all options to keep costs down and the deal is below market value. 

Ms. Rhonda Hall said the cost has increased but they are looking at the effect of 
receiving Covid funding and where they will be in the future.  

Mr. Sidoti asked if they would be duplicating any services offered by Townhall II. 

Ms. Seidel said she does not want to duplicate services but wants to make sure 
people have access to care. She said when health care and preventative care 
increases everyone does a little better. She would not want to pull clientele away 
from established services but does not feel there would be a lot of overlap.  

Mr. Kuhar asked if anyone has ever considered the Save-A-Lot location. 

Mr. Ruller said it was on the list when they were looking for alternative sites for City 
Hall and the Health Department but it would not be inexpensive to rehab. It is 
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owned by a real estate company in Texas and the pitch to them regarding helping 
the community did not work.  

Ms. Seidel stated it targets a population that has a low socioeconomic status but 
she feels that is part of the beauty of their current location being on the bus line 
and can easily bring people right to their door. Being downtown is really helpful 
with the other services the Kent City Health Department offers. They are not 
looking to becoming solely a clinic, they will still have the food service organization, 
the tattoo and body art and housing inspections as well as all of the other services 
they provide.  

MOTION to authorize the amendment to the Health Department Lease, with an 
emergency clause, made by Mr. Sidoti, SECONDED by Ms. Shaffer Bish and 
CARRIED by a voice vote of 7-0-1, with Mr. Amrhein abstaining. 

Council Comments: 

Mr. Sidoti said Ms. Seidel has demonstrated unbelievable thoughtfulness and due 
diligence during the crisis and her leadership is deeply appreciated by the people 
that she serves. This is a great opportunity to expand services to residents and is 
in favor of it. 

Ms. Shaffer Bish said she applauds the effort to make the health department even 
more visible and it is a point of pride. She likes the central location and sees no 
downside to this great idea. 

5. Authorization to Accept and Escrow NOPEC Grant Funds

Ms. Melanie Baker said this the annual acceptance of funds provided from
NOPEC. This year we will be receiving $49,978. She asks approval to accept the
grant and to put it in escrow until we have a project that meets their requirements.

MOTION to accept and escrow NOPEC Grant Funds, with an emergency clause,
made by Mr. Kuhar, SECONDED by Mr. Turner and CARRIED by a voice vote of
8-0.

Seeing no further business or questions for this committee, it adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
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    _______________________________ 
    Amy Wilkens 
    Clerk of Council 

 ACTION RECOMMENDED: 
1) Authorize the Ohio EPA Loan Agreement.
2) Authorize the MOU for a $460,000 Parks and Recreation Loan.
3) Authorize the easement agreement for the Southwest Sanitary Sewer Pump

Station project.
4) Authorize the proposed PARTA lease amendment.
5) Authorize and appropriate the NOPEC NEC Grant funds.




