




















3.16.22 Committee Mtg. Min.
Attachment #1



Mar 16, 2022 
Kent City Council 
320 S Depeyster Street 
Kent, OH 44240 

My name is J. Michael Fiala, 325 Highland Ave, Kent OH. I am co-owner of Roll Call Burgers 
and Fries and Taproot Catering. I am here to state my concerns with the New Food Truck 
ordinance that was authorized with emergency at the Jan 19, 2022 council meeting.  

It is time that the City of Kent views Food Truck Operations as legitimate businesses. In 2022, it 
is projected that the Food truck industry will contribute $1.2 billion to the US economy. It is 
estimated that there are 35,000 active food trucks in the US. The industry grew 7.5% since the 
start of the pandemic and growth is outpacing brick and mortar restaurants by 1.2%. 

The optics of new food truck ordinance is that the City wants to crack down on operators that 
are slipping through the cracks and skirting by regulations while collecting a portion of the profits 
from people that follow the rules. For operators based in Kent, you already get 2% through 
RITA. And the additional fees to operate a legitimate business, are a move by the city to get a 
little extra from a growing business segment.  

The new ordinance declares it will “expand opportunities for food trucks in the public right of 
way.” Yet if fails to define or codify how this is possible. Additionally, the ordinance vilifies food 
trucks through non-compete clauses limiting operations near brick and mortar food services out 
of fear of stealing customers; yet study after study demonstrates a cooperative, positive effect 
when food trucks are in the community. 

We all know that there have and will be a few operators that will require police, fire, and/or 
health departments to step in. I am requesting that Kent based Food Truckers not be defined by 
people operating outside the law. Kent Food Truckers want to be seen as a part of the whole…a 
part of a growing, vibrant community. And everyone in the room knows that Food trucks provide 
a valuable service to this community and its events. Yet, this ordinance groups us with the out-
of-towner, fly-by-night, opportunistic, carnival, roach coaches that burden city services when 
they pop up.    

I left the February 16 City Council meeting filled with an immense amount of hope and optimism 
that the wheels of cooperation were moving. I was reassured by City Administration that the 
food truck community would be brought to the table to work with the City to craft the revised 
Food truck ordinance. As of this afternoon, to my knowledge, the Kent Food Trucks have not 
been invited to participate.  

Instead, Food truck operators were informed of the results of a work session that occurred near 
the beginning of March via a phone call from Justin Smith at the City’s Health Department. 
Justin Smith should not have to both represent the KHD and all food trucks in these work 
sessions. Let a food trucker come to the table. Let us be a part of the whole. 
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