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MINUTES 
 
  6:30 P.M. Public Hearing 

 
At 06:30 PM, Mayor Jerry T. Fiala called the Public Hearing to order. 
 
Present: Mr. Jack Amrhein, Mr. Michael DeLeone, Mr. Garret Ferrara, 

Ms.Gwen Rosenberg, Mr. Roger Sidoti, Mr. Robin Turner, Ms. 
Tracy Wallach 

    
Also Present: Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Ms. Hope 

Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, Community Development 
Director; Ms. Melanie Baker, Service Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City 
Engineer; Ms. Joan Seidel, Health Commissioner; Ms. Rhonda Hall, 
Budget and Finance Director;  Mr. Bill Myers, Fire Chief;  Ms. Amy 
Wilkens, Clerk of Council 

    
Absent: Mr. John Kuhar; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish (Arrived at 6:50 p.m.) 
 
MOTION TO EXCUSE Mr. Kuhar MADE BY Mr. Roger Sidoti, SECONDED by Ms. 
Gwen Rosenberg and CARRIED by a voice vote of  7-0-0.  

 Ms. Rhonda Hall, Director of Budget and Finance, said this hearing is for public 
comment on the City of Kent Annual Tax Budget for the fiscal year ending 
December 31, 2023.  
 
Mayor Fiala asked if there were any members of the public who wished to 
speak. There were no members who wished to speak at the hearing. 
 
The Public Hearing adjourned at 6:31 p.m. 
 

  Work Session on Design Guidelines 
 
The City of Kent has partnered with CT Consultants, Inc. to complete an update to the 
Design Guidelines, which are the design standards currently applied to exterior building 
façade and sign changes in the downtown area. Ms. Bridget Susel introduced the two 
consultants to talk to Council about the update to the Design Guideline process. 
 
Alisa Duffey Rogers, AICP  and Kris Hopkins, FAICP from CT Consultants provided a 
powerpoint presentation for City Council to follow along (Attachment #1). She said they 
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have extensive experience working on zoning codes that include design standards as 
well as experience writing design guidelines. 
 
CT Consultants began their presentation by giving a brief overview of the project 
timeline, stating we are currently in phase 1 of the project.  The next slide of her 
presentation addressed the Design Overlay District and said Overlay Districts can be a 
zoning tool for a number of reasons. They are called an Overlay District because they 
lay on top of the existing zoning districts. Kent's Overlay District encompasses several 
zoning districts and that is why it is an overlay. It is a regulatory tool that can be used for 
any number of defined purposes. She then went into definitions of both standards and 
guidelines. The Design Guidelines were adopted in 2011 and the inclusion of them in the 
zoning code is really unusual.  Guidelines are subjective statements that guide the 
design conversation and typically sit outside of the zoning code. They are not mandatory 
and typically include "should" statements. She said Kent has guidelines that were 
adopted into the zoning code that make them difficult to administer. They intend on 
addressing the roles and responsibilities of the Architecture Review Board, the types of 
projects that are reviewed by the Architecture Review Board, and then the guidelines 
and standards themselves. 
 
Ms. Duffy Rogers said she would like to turn the presentation into a discussion and have 
Council answer a few questions. She gave their contact information and encouraged 
Councilmembers to reach out to the consultants with any ideas, comments and 
questions moving forward. 
 
Question: What are your thoughts on the ARB continuing to review signs, facade 
alterations and new construction? 
 
Mr. Sidoti started by saying it is logical to look at all three of these. He said it made 
sense. He said if a sign has a standard it makes things easier and if it's a guideline, it 
would be harder. Ms. Duffy Rogers said it would not be more difficult but rather more 
subjective. She added that guidelines are intended to guide the conversation and tell the 
applicant up front what the Architecture Review Board is thinking. Compliance is not as 
black and white as it is with a standard but it does give guidance. 
 
Ms. Wallach asked about the process. Ms. Duffy Rogers said typically the way it works is 
that in your community you could decide to have 'standards', which would be in the 
zoning code, or 'guidelines', which would be a separate document, or both. How these 
are administered would then be the next question.  She added that standards are black 
and white and typically done by staff. It's important to make a distinction between what 
the standard is and how it's reviewed. Depending on how you define the role of the ARB 
also plays into how some can deviate from the standards. Ms. Wallach asked if Kent had 
a color palette, if that would be a standard or a guideline. Ms. Duffy Rogers said there 
are communities that do that, but they are communities that tend to have a 
monochromatic palette or a theme. Then it is not uncommon for people to then say we 
want a color palette that is neutral and then to put that into a guideline. If someone 
wanted to deviate from that, they would have to come to the ARB and explain why. 
 
Mr. Ferrara said there was a case in Kent where the store owner painted their business 
a color before getting approval. Ms. Duffy Rogers said they need to decide if they would 
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like the ARB to be advisory. Mr. Ferrara asked if the ARB should have the advisory 
ability and also have the ability to enforce. She said if it's a standard and they are not 
following it, there has to be some recourse to make them fix it. Mr. Ferrara said we need 
to have well defined guidelines and standards and then enforce them. Ms. Susel  said 
that in the zoning code, it is a civil offense if you violate the zoning code. If something 
becomes a standard, staff would administer it the same way we do all of the other zoning 
codes and issue fines until compliance is met. She added it is a bit trickier when dealing 
with guidelines. Standards are easier to enforce and are used widely. 
 
Mr. Turner asked for further explanation. Ms. Duffy Rogers said we need to take a step 
back. What happened, from her understanding, in 2009, Design Guidelines were 
developed as 'should' statements. There is nothing about them that is black and white. 
Then, in 2011, something that was meant to be a 'guideline' became a standard when it 
was adopted into the zoning code. Here you find yourself with guidelines that are now 
standards and are now in this confusing place that puts you, the staff and the ARB all at 
crossroads with everyone trying to understand what each role and responsibilities are 
supposed to be. If we can define what should be a standard and what is a guideline, put 
the standards in the code and have guidelines to help guide the community, she thinks it 
will help. She said she thinks we had a set of guidelines that became standards and that 
has caused all of the confusion. Mr. Turner asked if we are establishing priorities and 
then using as a function of the guidelines a lesser to allow for a discussion for subjective 
applicants. 
 
Ms. Wallach asked if we should establish something in the guidelines and the business 
owner go outside of these guidelines, and it's not a standard, is there anything that could 
be done. Ms. Duffy Rogers said we would need to establish guidelines that we would 
view as important. You then need to review the guidelines to see if some guardrails 
could be put on. 
 
Mr. Sidoti asked about the parameters for establishing guidelines and standards.  Mr. 
Sidoti said he remembered the chairman of the ARB said they needed updates. He used 
the analogy of enforcing dress codes in an educational setting. They didn't know whether 
the code was a standard or a guideline and this is what the ARB is struggling with. He 
asked if she thought the guidelines were the philosophical principal and the standard is 
driven by the philosophy of what we want to see in regards to the integration of certain 
things within the community.  Ms. Duffy Rogers said some places spell out the 
guidelines, standards and how they enforce them in one document. 
 
Ms. Rosenberg said she owns a business and has gone before boards and thinks it is 
critically important for people to know what they are getting into when they start a 
project. She added that people spending money with design firms or architects or 
personal investments do not enjoy surprises when they go in front of a board.  She said 
things that are more permanent that would be difficult to change would be something 
that should be a standard, whereas things such as signage coloration would fall under a 
guideline. 
 
Ms. Wallach asked if there could be exceptions to standards. Ms. Duffy Rogers said if it 
is a standard that is in the zoning code and there is always a variance process, we go 
before the Board of Zoning Appeals, or we could offer exceptions.She said there are any 
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number of ways to do this. She said even when standards are established, there will be 
buildings and things that were not anticipated.  Ms. Wallach said if standards aren't 
followed, then it could go through an appeals process. Ms. Susel said that standards are 
currently in the zoning code regulations. For anyone who wants to do anything outside of 
this, it is a variance process through the Board of Zoning Appeals. The issue is that we 
have guidelines that have been codified. 
 
Mr. Turner said the top issue was clarity for the people going through the process. Mr. 
Turner asked if the community would be establishing what the guidelines would be, but 
getting community input. Ms. Duffy Rogers said they, as consultants, would not be telling 
you what your standards are, but gathering information from Council and the public to 
define what those standards are. They held 40 interviews with staff and had a public 
session to begin this process. She added that as part of phase one we will include 
options and you will have that choice to say what the parameters are. 
 
Ms. Shaffer Bish asked about materials. Ms. Duffy Rogers said most communities go in 
the negative, such as "no vinyl siding". That is typically how it is defined as a standard 
and that's because, as a community, they have decided what they don't want to see. 
 
Mayor Fiala asked if anyone in the audience had a question or a comment. There were 
none. 
 
Ms. Duffy Rogers thanked City Council and said they would be back before council to go 
through questions they did not get to this evening. 
 
Ms. Wallach asked if they wanted input now. Ms. Duffy Rogers said they would take any 
input they would like to give. Ms. Wallach said she would like to see standards and 
guidelines with guardrails. 
 
Ms. Rosenberg said she would need a little more time to think about it. 
 
Mr. Sidoti said he would like us to have a vision that would allow integration of new 
materials and technologies into older buildings and that we can all share the same 
common vision. 
 
Ms. Susel said they only got through two questions but the consultants have many more. 
The more input we get the better. Ms. Susel said this was very helpful in understanding 
the difference between a guideline and a standard and where it is going to apply. She 
encouraged Council to provide input to help guide the process. She concluded by stating 
this will be a project that will possibly take nine to twelve months. 
 
  

  Council Committee Meetings 
 
  

  Committee of the Whole  Chair Fiala/ Vice-Chair Amrhein 
 
Mayor Fiala opened the Committee of the Whole meeting at 7:10 p.m  and introduced 
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the first speaker,  Ms. Melanie Baker. 
   

 Update on New Administration Building 
 
Ms. Melanie Baker began her presentation and PowerPoint by reviewing the 
building of the new administration building. (Attachment #2). She said the 
architect was Brandstetter Carrol and introduced the architect and project 
manager. She stated Thomarios was the lowest bidder and had been an 
excellent company to work with. The project has been going on for over six 
years, with the project starting prior to Ms. Baker coming to Kent.  She 
acknowledged the work done over the years, such as surveying communities 
and the public, taking items to Heritage Fest, etc., to gain public input. The 
architect was chosen in late 2017 and began the design in 2018. The 
Architecture Review Board was consulted at the beginning of the process and 
took time to look at the architecture downtown. We designed the building to 
meet the LEED building standards that are required by our ordinance. The 
project was stalled a bit by the Pandemic of 2020 but we pushed through the 
design process towards the end of that year. The first time it went out to bid in 
August, we had to reject all bids because they were over the state statute of ten 
percent. The project was rebid in October and the contract was awarded to 
Thomarios for $8.8 million. Construction was estimated to take 571 days with 
completion in August 2023. The lingering pandemic and material availability has 
pushed completion to July 2024. They are doing their best to get it moving 
forward but the availability of products and lead times is hampering the ability to 
do so. 
 
Ms. Wallach asked what materials they were having a problem getting. Ms. 
Baker replied "everything". They are buying items today at the prices we can 
get. You pay for what it is when you get it. Ms. Wallach asked if there was a way 
to get prices locked in. Ms. Baker replied the bid was locked in but not 
availability to get the items. Lead times that used to be two- eight weeks are 
more like nine to twelve months. 
 
Ms. Baker continued her presentation, highlighting the demolition of the old 
police building, which began March 2022. The building was leveled in seven 
days without any disruption to traffic.The jail came out in one piece and offered 
pieces of the old cells to police officers. The final site is very close to the road's 
right of way and the last slide of her presentation showed just how close they 
were to the road. The demolition was completed May 1, 2022.  Under Council 
chambers, they discovered water pockets called a wet sandy layer. It had been 
kept at bay with the building that was sitting on it, but once the building was 
removed, the water was able to flow. The ground was ungelating like a water 
bed. We needed to remediate about three fourths of the area where Council will 
be located. Underdrains were put into and backfilled with limestone. From there, 
they began digging foundations and putting forms up and pouring concrete. 
 
Next steps include stormwater drains which have been installed. The project 
trailer will arrive next week. She encouraged Council members to contact her to 
arrange a time to visit the site. Site utilities will be added and materials 
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purchased in advance as possible due to lead times. Within the next month or 
so, they will be laying out the offices and she will be meeting with each 
department in regards to furniture. 
 
She thanked Council for their continued patience and support on the project. 
She thanked the Building Department and Community Development for 
assistance with permits.  She thanked the contractor, Thomarios, and 
Brandstetter, the architect, for working together. The ability to substitute 
products without losing quality has been key.  She thanked all of the City of Kent 
departments, the city's residents, businesses and visitors for their understanding 
and patience with this project. 
 
Ms. Shaffer Bish asked where the materials ordered would be stored. Ms. 
Melanie Baker said each contractor is required to send photos of where items 
will be stored, and they need to be sealed and set up. They will need a 
certificate of insurance on the materials and clearly marked for the City of Kent. 
The storage is with the contractor who is purchasing the items. 
 
Mr. Sidoti asked about the tower and if we could have a camera set up so 
citizens can tune in and check out the construction site. Mr. Cecil said we 
currently do not have the bandwidth to stream this consistently. 
 
Ms. Shaffer Bish thanked Ms. Baker for putting together the posters and that 
they received a lot of positive comments at the Heritage Festival from citizens. 
Melanie Baker said they would put a banner outside the construction site 
announcing the project. 
 
There were no further questions and the meeting concluded at 7:35 p.m. 
 

  Community Development Committee   Chair Kuhar/ Vice Chair Rosenberg 
 
Ms.Gwen Rosenberg, Vice Chair of the Community Development Committee, introduced 
Ms. Bridget Susel.  

 Rehabilitation Assistance CDBG & CHIP RLF Amendment 
 
Ms. Susel said that those on Council in 2015 may remember that there were 
changes to the City's Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program. The City maintains 
a deferred loan until the title transfers, with a cap of $10,000 repaid on the loan 
after ten years.  In 2015,  the State of Ohio changed its standards, 
requiring  75% of the loan to be forgiven for a five-year period. That amount 
would be deferred until the title is transferred.  The state now states they need to 
be 100% forgiven over a five-year period.  This eliminates what we call the RLF 
(Revolving Loan Fund) that is used to do the rehabilitation. This does not mean 
it's going to end the program, the City will continue to apply for the CHIP and 
CDBG funds.  During the prior administration, the RLF made available to all of 
the communities nation wide, was put into our "timeliness calculation", and you 
are only allowed to have so much on account with HUD at any given time. Our 
CHIP money is subject to that same standard.  Once they pulled the RLF 
standard in, hanging on to Revolving Loan Funds puts us in violation of that 
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timeliness. The State of Ohio is doing this so they can comply, while it is 
regrettable that over the long term, CHIP funding will continue. This is a policy 
change to the City's program and doesn't require formal legislation, but they 
request they acknowledge this. 
 
Mr. Turner asked what the implications are for the program. Ms. Susel said there 
are none and that they have just received an application and the program will 
continue. 
 
Mr. DeLeone asked if anyone had ever defaulted on those loans. Ms. Susel said 
we are very fortunate that we have less than a dozen. We have lost them. 
 
Ms. Shaffer Bish asked if this is restricted to homeowners. Ms. Susel said they 
have always focused on owner occupied and that rental properties are 
complicated. For a community like ours, it is the best measure. She would not 
endorse including rental properties. 
 
There were no questions from the audience and no further questions from 
Council. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE REHABILITATION ASSISTANCE, CDBG &CHIP 
REHABILIATION ASSISTANCE AMENDMENT MADE BY Ms. Heidi Shaffer 
Bish, SECONDED by Mr. Roger Sidoti and CARRIED by a voice vote of  8-0-0. 
 

  Health and Public Safety Committee   Chair Amrhein/ Vice-Chair Sidoti 
 
Mr. Amrhein introduced Ms. Joan Seidel to speak on the first topic on the Health and 
Public Safety Committee.  

 Proposed Updates to the City's Tobacco Ordinance 
 
Ms. Seidel said the original grant for tobacco was awarded in 2017 and City 
Council passed the first tobacco ordinance in 2019, which was prior to the State 
of Ohio being able to accomplish the "None for Under 21". Thanks to Council's 
concern for the health of the community, we have been able to be on the leading 
edge of this work.  We would like to expand our existing tobacco ordinance to 
include a Tobacco Retail License, which is often referred to as a  TRL. The 
importance of being proactive on a TRL, is that research shows if you do not 
start using nicotine products prior to the age of 21, you are significantly less 
likely to start using those products as an adult and that means decreased risk 
for lung and heart diseases over a lifetime. Conversely, the majority of people 
who use tobacco and vape products as adults became addicted to the nicotine 
prior to their even being old enough to legally purchase those products. 
Reducing accessibility to those products is paramount to their life-long well 
being. Vape manufacturers have been able to show the advantage to those who 
try to quit smoking with those products. However, it has been clearly 
demonstrated that vapes target those under 18 years of age, doing so by 
advertising on cartoons, video games, and websites. In fact, in 2020, a second 
grader in Portage County was caught using vapes at school. Being able to 
enforce stricter regulations will positively impact the health of the youth in our 
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community. She added that some may have concerns about the impact on 
businesses, but there have been multiple instances of sales to underage 
residents. There should be no business plan that incorporates the sale of 
nicotine products to our youth. 
 
Ms. Jaleesa Caples, the Kent City Health Department's Grant 
Coordinator,  thanked all who completed the TRL survey and advocated for 
Council to adopt this policy tonight. The work we are doing is working but is not 
enough to cause a significant change. She reviewed statistics on the age of 
smokers and vape users. She said this TRL initiative is self sufficient and is an 
amazing step in a vape prevention program. The cost of the application to the 
program is  $400 per retailer, which equates to 64 packs of cigarettes.  A TRL 
Policy will allow the City Health Department to allow for easy and consistent 
training yearly and provide routine compliance checks to ensure the IDs are 
being checked at every tobacco transaction.  The Health Department is currently 
conducting compliance checks in the city of Kent, but we have plans to expand 
these compliance efforts into other areas of Portage County as we hold the 
County Tobacco Grant for the entire county.  As part of the training process, the 
Health Department plans to provide retailers with a free digital calendar, which is 
provided by the FDA. It is a quick way for store clerks to check an ID, make sure 
the birthday matches and will be provided free along with training on how to use 
them. Ms. Caples referred to the folder of information that was 
provided  (Attachment #3), which includes the TRL policy and how it positively 
affects the community. There is a sample budget  that shows how the funds will 
be utilized to create a comprehensive tobacco program and how it will help them 
improve their tobacco work. 
 
 
Mr. Ferrara asked about the data presented and what percent of 13-year-olds 
were vaping. Ms. Caples said it was 9% of 13 year olds.He asked how large the 
data pool was. Ms. Caples said she would need to check.  Mr. Ferrara said he 
thinks it would be important to know how many people were surveyed.  Mr. 
Ferrara asked if the $400 per year is per business that sells tobacco in Kent. He 
asked what businesses would be getting for that $400. Ms. Caples said that we 
get a clock and free training and assistance, making it streamlined. He asked if 
training would be mandatory. Jalessa said they would target owners and 
managers. He asked if they are prepared for the pushback on training from 
businesses. 
 
Ms. Wallach asked if the training would be online. Ms. Caples said it would be. 
 
Ms. Rosenberg said right now businesses that sell tobacco don't have to pay a 
permit fee. She said, by comparison, a restaurant needs to pay certain fees and 
asked Ms. Seidel if she knew what those charges were. She did not. Ms. 
Rosenberg thinks it might be a comparable fee. Restaurants also need to have 
Serv Safe Certification for their employees and managers also need Person in 
Charge Training which is paid for by the business owner. If we are comparing 
different businesses where customers are consuming something that could 
potentially impact their health, there are fees in place for other businesses and it 
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is in a similar vein. Ms. Seidel said it's comparable to a liquor license and not 
being able to sell liquor to people under a certain age, so it's along the same 
lines. 
 
Ms. Seidel said she wanted to introduce Ms.Wendy Hyde, who is from the 
Preventing Tobacco Addiction Foundation. On an evening in 2018, she spoke 
with City Council regarding Chapter 527, titled "The Illegal Distribution of 
Cigarettes".  This legislation involved raising the minimum sales age in the city 
of Kent to 21.  Kent has been a leader in acting to protect the lives of children in 
the city. If Kent decides to pass the TRL, they will be the 15th in the state to do 
so. Currently, Federal and State enforcement has not been effective and many 
continue to violate the law. The lack of licensing exists for vapor only retail 
products. We don't have a list of electronic vapor shops. The TRL will protect 
young people in Kent by requiring businesses to get TRL to do business. She 
said under current Federal law, there is no follow-up for offenders. There is no 
way to effectively remove a license. At the local level, you would have a 
graduated penalty structure which would then effectively be able to enforce a 
suspension of that license if they continue to violate that law.  She urged the 
Council to pass the ordinance.She said their leadership is needed now more 
than ever to protect kids from a lifetime of nicotine addiction. 
 
Mr. George Joseph from Kent City Schools shared with the Council that he felt 
so strongly about this that he wanted to come before Council. He said this year 
the expulsion rate was up by 1/3 due to electronic cigarettes, which is much 
higher than the last time he was before Council. The different flavors are 
attracting these students. During the expulsion hearings, he asked an 
elementary student why they used e-cigarettes, and the student replied they just 
liked the flavor of bubble gum. He thanked the Kent City Health Department for 
moving this forward. He said young people are getting hold of these e-cigarettes 
and they are addictive. 
 
Ms. Sandy Reed, the Board Chair of the American Heart Association, spoke 
next. She said tobacco retailers are incentivised to sell tobacco products to kids. 
Studies show that young people who live in these communities have lower rates 
of cigarette and e-cigarette use compared to those with less restrictive policies. 
Youth should not be punished for using products that are actively marketed to 
them. With strong requirements, the tobacco industry can be held responsible 
and provide stronger oversight with compliance checks. 
 
Ms. Joan Seidel said that they concluded their presentations this evening and 
that they would be back on July 20th with the Ohio Tobacco License policy for 
you to review. Mr. Ferrara asked if they are asking for Council to approve the 
TRL, but you have yet to establish any fines or consequences for retailers. He 
asked if that was yet to come. Ms. Seidel said that would be coming at the July 
20th meeting. Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director, clarified it is not a policy but will be 
an ordinance. 
 
Ms. Shaffer Bish asked if Council should move it forward to the next Council 
meeting. Mayor Fiala and Hope Jones said they would need to for it to go to a 
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vote on the ordinance. Ms. Hope Jones said the ordinance had not been 
finalized to put into the packet. Ms. Hope Jones referenced the packet that was 
given to them that included a model policy. 
 
Mr. Ferrara said that looking at the startup budget, it looks like the cost of the 
license is roughly $12,000 and it covers the expense as long as we have the 
grants. Ms. Seidel stated it is separate from the grant and the cost of the license 
is going to be what funds the program. In case the tobacco grant is ever 
depleted, we would continue to be self-sustaining in these efforts and we can 
continue this work. Mr. Ferrara asked if the whole budget is the implementation 
cost and the sales and admin expenses which is revenue funded. He asked if 
the implementation cost would be $10,000. Ms. Caples said that is correct. Mr. 
Ferrara asked if they have the grant money regardless of whether they have the 
TRL or not. Ms. Seidel stated they have grant money from the tobacco grant but 
this would be in addition to that grant so that we could do the extended work in 
regards to enforcement and education.  Mr. Ferrara asked if they did not get the 
grant money if they did not get the TRL.  Ms. Seidel said that is correct and that 
the TRL is a major component of the Tobacco 23 grant that we're currently 
working on. Mr. Ferrara asked if they did not pass the TRL, they would lose 
approximately $100,000 in grant funding. Ms. Seidel said that was correct. 
 
Mr. Ferrara said he would like to see the data in regards to the percentages they 
are talking about. The 30% violation rate. What does that mean?  Ms. Caples 
said they currently do compliance checks. That's where we take underage 
young people and have them try to buy tobacco products. Sometimes they are 
carded and sometimes they are not. If they fail the compliance check, that is 
what those numbers are showing.. Mr. Ferrara asked if three out of ten times 
when the checks are done, the youth is allowed to buy the tobacco. Ms. Caples 
said that is correct. She added that right now they do not have the capacity to do 
two compliance checks a year, and that's where the TRL money will come into 
play. Mr. Ferrara asked about state law. Ms. Caples said there was nothing in 
place. Mr. Ferrara asked if they do compliance checks once a year and they 
confirmed this. 
 
Mr. DeLeone asked about bars and if they still had the pull machines. Ms. Seidel 
said there may be one of those left in the community. 
 
Mr. Sidoti asked about the wording of the motion and Ms. Hope Jones clarified 
this would be a whole new ordinance and would be a compliment to the original 
"None Under 21" where if we caught the establishment, they would get cited. 
There will be a separate chapter number in the ordinances.  Ms. Hope Jones 
said if they are uncomfortable moving it forward without first reading the 
ordinance, this item could be moved to August. 
 
Mr. Turner asked what the new policy would impact young people in the 
community. Ms. Seidel said it would put up another hurdle or roadblock for 
young people to purchase these tobacco products. Mr. Turner said it would up 
the level of compliance and asked what the numbers would be. Both Ms. Seidel 
and Jaleesa said they could look at measures moving forward. 
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Ms. Shaffer Bish asked about outcomes, enforcement and surrounding 
communities. Ms. Seidel said she is hopeful they will begin this process in other 
communities.  
 
Mayor Fiala asked about borders in Kent and those outside of the city limits who 
fall under the  Portage County Health Board.  Ms. Seidel said they have 
partnered with the Portage County Health District and will be working closely 
with them and will be able to do compliance checks that are outside their 
jurisdiction.  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE PROPOSED UPDATES TO THE CITY'S TOBACCO 
ORDINANCE MADE BY Mr. Roger Sidoti, SECONDED by Ms. Gwen 
Rosenberg and CARRIED by a voice vote of  8-0-0. 
 
Comments: Mr. Sidoti said it is in line and a fair proposal. He would like to hear 
back in a couple of years that this made a difference. 
 
Ms. Shaffer Bish said the retailers may have a concern and she is happy to see 
there is a program and an adequate budget to run this. She said the benefits 
outweigh the harms. 
 
Mr. Turner said this is a great starting point and Kent is taking a leadership role. 
He said we have to do better and believes this is a good beginning point for us 
as a city. He loves the prospect of stepping out early. He said we need to get 
the data to see the impact. 
 
There were no further questions from City Council and no questions from the 
audience. The meeting concluded at 8:30 pm. 
 

  Streets, Sidewalks & Utilities Committee    Chair Sidoti/ Vice-Chair Wallach 
 
Chair Wallach opened the Streets, Sidewalks & Utilities Committee and asked Ms. 
Melanie Baker to address the first topic.  

 Sanitary Sewer - Codified Ordinance 915.11 Local Limits Update 
 
Ms. Melanie Baker said she is before Council to ask for approval for the water 
reclamation plant in conjunction with the OHIO EPA reviewing the NPDES ( 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) permit which needs to be 
reviewed and renewed every five years.  The City of Kent has an NPDES permit 
in order to operate effectively and efficiently with the cleaning of the wastewater 
and to allow for the proper return of clean water to the Cuyahoga 
River.  The  code changes presented are a culmination of review and updates 
made in conjunction with the Ohio EPA.  The only section of the sewer 
ordinance that needs updating is Chapter 915.11. Local Limits. The changes 
proposed are the removal of language no longer needed and the addition of 
clarification of our wastewater discharge permit process for local industrial 
users. The changes include clarification of the process for obtaining special 
permits for higher than allowed limits, requirements for obtaining special permits 
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for higher than allowed limits, and updates on EPA approval of pollutant groups. 
 
Ms. Wallach asked if the requirements changed and became less stringent? Do 
we keep them as they are? Ms. Baker said we can go better than the EPA but 
not less than them. 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT THE CHANGES TO THE SANITARY SEWER CODIFIED 
ORDINANCE 915.11  MADE BY Ms. Gwen Rosenberg, SECONDED by Mr. 
Michael DeLeone and CARRIED by a voice vote of  8-0-0. 
 
There were no further items on the agenda and the Committee meeting ended 
at 8:35 pm.  

  Finance Committee  Chair DeLeone/Vice-Chair Wallach 
 
Chair DeLeone opened the Finance Committee and asked Ms. Seidel to speak on 
Health Department Grants.  

 2022-23 Health Department Grant Opportunities 
 
Ms. Joan Seidel said they have received grants and listed the grants that have 
been received so far- $100, 000 for the Tobacco Use 2023 Grant, the full 
amount of the Healthy Eatring and Active Lifestyle Grant (HEAL) for $10,000 
and then just this afternoon she was notified about receiving the full amount for 
the Falls Prevention Grant, totaling  $4,000. They are still waiting on hearing 
about the Community Health Worker Grant again that would help assist in 
community outreach. The total amount of these grant awards would be 
$171,000 and is requesting Council to accept these grant funds.  
 
Ms. Shaffer Bish commended Ms. Seidel on receipt of all the grants and said 
this is an example as to why it is so important to have a health department for 
our residents. 
 
Ms. Amrhein said he works with Joan and the board and that the whole 
department does a phenomenal job. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE 2022-23 Health Department Grant Opportunities 
MADE BY Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish, SECONDED by Mr. Jack Amrhein and 
CARRIED by a voice vote of  8-0-0. 
 

 Disposal of Call Recorder Server 
 
Mr. Nick Cecil said he was before Council to request permission to dispose of 
the Police Department Call Recorder Server. It contained data for 2012 to 2017 
and he has verified with Captain Ennemoser that all the data there has exited its 
required retention period. He is requesting them to recycle the husk and then 
have the drives themselves with data on them properly destroyed. 
 
Ms. Shaffer Bish said she doesn't remember ever having to do this in the past. 
Mr. Cecil said they haven't really recycled any ancient technology in quite some 
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time. Mr. Ferrara added that we are probably still using it. Mr. Cecil said they are 
diligently working to update older systems and upgrade them as necessary. He 
added this is being done partially because it was the data from the recorder for 
the police department. He felt it especially appropriate to request approval for 
that destruction. 
 
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE DISPOSAL OF THE CALL RECORDER 
SERVER MADE BY Mr. Roger Sidoti, SECONDED by Ms. Gwen Rosenberg 
and CARRIED by a voice vote of  8-0-0. 
 

 Fire Department Selling Old Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus 
 
Chief Myers is looking at old self-containing breathing apparatus, which is the air 
tank you see on the backs of firefighters. They were fortunate enough to 
purchase new ones, which have been a big difference to them. He thanked the 
Council for the purchase. The old units still have some value and can be utilized 
in other communities. This will be a stop gap for them until they get new units. 
 
Ms. Wallach asked about the different values of the apparatus being sold. Chief 
Myers said the values were different for different communities based on the age 
of the apparatus, whether they were a volunteer fire department and the size of 
the department. 
 
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE FIRE DEPARTMENT SELLING OLD SELF- 
CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS MADE BY Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish, 
SECONDED by Ms. Tracy Wallach and CARRIED by a voice vote of  8-0-0. 
 

 2023 Tax Budget 
 
Ms. Rhonda Hall came before Council to discuss the 2023 Tax Budget for 
approval this evening. 
 
There were no questions from the Council or the audience. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE 2023 Tax Budget MADE BY Mr. Garret Ferrara, 
SECONDED by Mr. Roger Sidoti and CARRIED by a voice vote of  8-0-0. 
 

 Budget Appropriation 
 
Ms. Hall referenced her memo of June 28th regarding Budget Appropriation 
Amendment #4, for everything discussed at tonight's meeting. 
 
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE BUDGET APPROPRIATION AMENDMENT 
MADE BY Mr. Garret Ferrara, SECONDED by Mr. Jack Amrhein and CARRIED 
by a voice vote of  8-0-0. 
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Adjourn 

The Council Committee Meetings adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

Special Council Meeting (Separate Agenda) 
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_________________                              
Amy Wilkens                                              
Clerk of Council                    



UPDATE TO DESIGN 

GUIDELINES

Kent, OH

7/6/2022



ALISA DUFFEY ROGERS, AICP

KRIS HOPKINS, FAICP



PROCESS FOR 

UPDATING THE 

DESIGN 

GUIDELINES



OVERLAY 

DISTRICTS



What are Design 

Guidelines?

Guidelines

• Guide the Conversation

• Not Mandatory

Standards

• Objective standards in Zoning Code

• Mandatory



Standards



Guidelines

• Scaling elements & details should be 

integral with the building form & 

construction, not a thinly applied façade

• Variation in building scaling & detail 

should relate to the scale & function of 

pedestrian-active uses along the street

• Buildings should be inviting places that 

interact with the life of the street.



ADDRESS:

ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE ARCHITECTURAL 

REVIEW BOARD

TYPES OF PROJECTS REVIEWED

GUIDELINES & STANDARDS



1.  WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE ARB CONTINUING TO 

REVIEW SIGNS, FAÇADE ALTERATIONS,  & NEW 

CONSTRUCTION?

2.  WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE ARB BECOMING AN 

ADVISORY BODY OR HAVING FINAL APPROVAL OVER SOME 

OR ALL PROJECTS THEY REVIEW?

Alisa Duffey Rogers, AICP

aduffeyrogers@ctconsultants.com

919-930-2860

Kris Hopkins, FAICP

khopkins@ctconsultants.com

216-430-8505

QUESTIONS

mailto:aduffeyrogers@ctconsultants.com
mailto:khopkins@ctconsultants.com


Questions:

What are your thoughts on the 

boundaries of the Overlay 

District? Should they be 

changed?



4. DOES THE DOWNTOWN HAVE A COHESIVE IDENTITY 

TODAY? IF NOT,  SHOULD IT HAVE ONE IN THE FUTURE?

5. WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON COUNCIL CONTINUING TO 

SERVE AS THE APPEAL BODY FOR ARB DECISIONS?

6. WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE MAKE -UP OF THE 

ARB? SHOULD IT INCLUDE NON-RESIDENTS OF KENT (1 OR 

2 OF FIVE MEMBERS) IN ORDER TO BROADEN THE POOL OF 

DESIGN PROFESSIONALS THAT COULD SERVE ON THE 

BOARD?

Alisa Duffey Rogers, AICP

aduffeyrogers@ctconsultants.com

919-930-2860

Kris Hopkins, FAICP

khopkins@ctconsultants.com

216-430-8505

QUESTIONS

mailto:aduffeyrogers@ctconsultants.com
mailto:khopkins@ctconsultants.com


FINAL 

COMMENTS



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min 
Attachment #2 



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min 
Attachment #2 



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min 
Attachment #2 



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min 
Attachment #2 



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min 
Attachment #2 



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min 
Attachment #2 



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min 
Attachment #2 



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min 
Attachment #2 



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min 
Attachment #2 



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min 
Attachment #2 



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min 
Attachment #2 



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min 
Attachment #2 



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min 
Attachment #2 



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3



07.06.22 Comm. Mtg. Min. 
Attachment #3




