
City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 
The City of Kent, Ohio 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

At 7:30 p.m., Mayor Jerry T. Fiala called the Regular Meeting of Kent City Council to order. Roll was 
taken. 

PRESENT: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

ABSENT: 

Mr. Jack Amrhein; Mr. Michael Deleone; Mr. Garret Ferrara; Mr. John Kuhar; Ms. 
Gwen Rosenberg; Ms. Heidi Shaffer; Mr. Roger Sidoti; Ms. Tracy Wallach 

Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, City 
Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, Community 
Development Director; Ms. Melanie Baker, Public Service Director; Mr. Jim 
Bowling, City Engineer; Ms. Joan Siedel, Health Commissioner; Mr. Dave Coffee, 
Budget and Finance Director; Mr. Kevin Swartzhoff, Parks and Recreation 
Director; Mr. Harrison Wicks, Assistant to the City Manager; Ms. Amy Wilkens, 
Clerk of Council 

Mr. Robin Turner 

Mayor Fiala asked for roll to be read; a MOTION TO EXCUSE Mr. Turner was made by Mr. Ferrara, 
seconded by Mr. Sidoti, and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0. 

Mayor Fiala offered to present opening remarks in Mr. Turner's absence. He reminded everyone that it is 
the season of giving, and there are a lot of people in need of food to make the holidays a nice event. He 
encouraged everyone, if possible, to please make a visit to Kent Social Services and other agencies to 
give. 

Mayor Fiala then led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF November 20, 2019 
made by Mr. Amrhein, seconded by Mr. Deleone, and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

Audience Remarks: Mayor Fiala asked the Clerk if anyone was signed in. There were four (4) visitors 

who signed in with the Clerk and were given permission to talk to Council for three minutes. 

Mayor Fiala read a statement to the audience: "While the law does not require Council to provide time for 
public comment, we have historically invited the public to make comments and we appreciate their input. 
This is the time where residents and others can comment on matters that concern them. However, we will 
not engage in debate, and as President of Council, I reserve the right to end any public communication 
that is disruptive, embarrassment, harassment or otherwise objective. We ask that when you come to the 
microphone that you speak into the microphone clearly, give your name and address and limit comments 
to three (3) minutes of discussion." 

Mr. Christopher Myers of 220 E. Elm Street, Kent, stated someone is "going around town" saying he doesn't 

like the University. He said he would like to give the Mayor something to be passed around to prove 

otherwise. (Attachment #1) 

Clerk Wilkens and Mayor Fiala directed Mr. Meyers to submit his document to the Clerk. 
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. Did you know? 

• 

' 

This card is embedded with wildflower seeds! 
. 

. 

Plant the paper outdoors in the coole'r months, fall through eady spring.­
Plant anytime indoors, then tran�lant to a mor� permanent locatiorfin early s·pring. 

1. Loosen the soil. 
• 2. Soak the seed paper in.water overflight. 

3. Plant the wet seed paper in the prepared soil, at a depth of about 1/• inch. 
4. Water well, espe'cially curf�g the hrst four to six weeks. 

5. Enjoy your flowers - and knowing that you're helping us grow at KSU, too! 

//lustration by Kent State University Visual Communications Design student, Shannon Kovach, '79. 
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Plant this card! 
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See reverse Jtlr details 
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Thank you for your continued generosity to Kent Stat� University. 

last year, your gift plante� you among the top five percent of our supporters 
and made you an inaugural member of The Leadership Circle. 

, I '• • 

:i> We are grateful to call you a partner as we sow seeds for the future 
· and cultivate a brighter tomorrow, together.
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www.fcent.edu/leadershipcircle 
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Dear-City of Kent, 

. My name is Carleigh Wiler and I am a re�iderit of Ward 1 . I am 
corfqer 'ed about the co�dition of the $iA�waJk_s on beth Earl Ave. and 
Pioneer St. 

While walking, scootering, riding icycles or j ggipg, re·sid1en;ts and 
visitors can easily trip and fall. I have enc;losed piGtutes for your r,1ference .. 
I am curious to understand how these s'de,w�II� }tin be r. paired pF1d am 
willing to do whatever I can to �elp. 

Thank you very much for xmur time and consi�eratior, 

f espectfully yours 

,CarJeigPl G. Wiler .. Age8 
621 Park Ave. 
I\ 

Kent, OH 44240
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