










City deserves a qualified council member with vision and desire to serve this great community. The 
democratic process is the greatest way to see that that happens. By having choices amongst 
candidates, the city's and citizens best interest are served and representatives are held accountable. 

Anyone interested has over 2 weeks to get 25 signatures on a petition to get their name on the ballot. 
Again, I urge everyone here to spread the word to anyone interested. 

Let me finish where I started: The topping off ceremony is a symbol of the great achievement the city 
has made over the past 24 years. I am proud and honored to have been a part of that history. I look 
forward to serving out the remainder of my term in office this year the way I started my first term 
almost 24 years ago and have served ever since: with an objective view of doing what is best for 
Kent and those that live and work here. 
Thank you." 

There was a standing ovation from Council and members of the audience. Mayor Fiala said that is 
hard to top, other than the topping off of the new city hall, and that he was shocked. 

Mr. Turner said he was stunned, adding that he and Mr. Ferrara didn't always see eye to eye on 
political issues, but his work and commitment to the city has made it a shining city on a hill. He added 
that Kent would not be where it is today without the leadership he has shown. He said he was 
stunned and heart sick. He said he would be truly missed and it's difficult to have to deal with it 
tonight because we didn't see it coming. He thanked him for his leadership and commitment to 
making this community a better place. For that, he will be remembered and congratulated him on his 
next steps and hopes he will stay engaged and help direct the city in the place that its moving. He 
thanked Mr. Ferrara. 

Mr. Kuhar said he didn't think he could ever retire because he couldn't put together as elegant of a 
speech as Garret. He added he would be missed and "good job". 

Mayor's Report 

Mayor Fiala said it was 7:49 pm, and in his thirty years of public service, this was the shortest Council 
Meeting he ever attended. We will adjourn out of the Council meeting, but will be having a public 
information session by the Fire Department. 

The Regular Council Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

Jerry T. Fiala 
Mayor & President of Council 

���
Public Information Pre�tion 
Chief Meyers and Captain Lynn provided an update on the Star of the Mill fire that occurred 
in downtown Kent on December 2, 2022, (Attachment #1) Pictures and video were shared 
with Council. 

Ms. Shaffer Bish said experience mattered and it was really on the side of the fire 
department. 
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