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320 S. Depeyster Street, Kent, OH 44240 

 

Regular City Council Meeting 
April 19, 2023 

 

 

AGENDA 
 
  7:30 P.M. Regular Council Meeting 
    
1.  Roll Call  
    
2.  Opening Remarks and Pledge of Allegiance- Ms. Wallach  
    
3.  Approval of Minutes  
    
  3.1. March 15, 2023 Regular Council Meeting 
      
4.  Communications  
    
  4.1. Public Comment-  Anyone wishing to address Council must submit their written 

comments to the Clerk of Council at councilclerk@kentohio.gov by 4:30 p.m. on 
the day of the meeting. If also requesting to speak at the meeting, comments are 
limited to three (3) minutes. 

      
  4.2. Written Communication (All placed on file in the Clerk of Council’s office) 

1. An email from Mr. Kuhar was received and forwarded to Council on March 
16, 2023, in regards to the letter of intent received for the property located 
for sale on N. Water. Street.  

2. An email from Mr. Peter Paino was received on March 17, 2023, in regard 
to the time deadlines to appear before the Planning Commission.  

3. A letter from Rodney Wright was forwarded to Council on March 17, 2023. 
4. The Architecture Review Board Agenda for the April 4, 2023 meeting was 

received on March 28, 2023.  
5. The Portage County Draft Comprehensive Plan was received and 

forwarded to Council on March 28, 2023.  
6. A letter from the Board of Elections was received on March 17, 2023, 

notifying the City of Kent that the Primary Election will be held on 
Tuesday, May 2, 2023. 

7. Board of Health Meeting Agenda and Statistical Report for April 10, 2023, 
was received on April 6, 2023. 

8. Board of Zoning Appeals Agenda and Staff Report for April 17, 2023 was 
received on April 10, 2023.  

9. The Planning Commission Meeting agenda and Staff Report for April 18, 
2023 was received on April 11. 2023.  
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10. Liquor License Transfer request was received on April 4, 2023, for Haasz 
Moonbase LLC DBA Dome Night Club, 166 Currie Hall Pkwy, Kent.  

      
  4.3. City Manager's Report 
      
5.  Standing Committees & Legislation  
    
  5.1. Committee of the Whole Chair Mayor Fiala 
      
  5.1.1. April 5, 2023 Committee Meeting Minute Approval 
      
  5.1.2. Action(s) Recommended 

1. Authorize the adoption of the City's Climate Action Plan. 

      
  5.1.3. DRAFT 2023- 018   A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OR 

HIS DESIGNEE TO ADOPT A CLIMATE ACTION PLAN (CAP) TO IDENTIFY 
STRATEGIES FOR REDUCING GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS AND 
INCREASING RESILIENCY TO CLIMATE CHANGE IN THE KENT 
COMMUNITY, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Authorized) 

      
  5.1.4. DRAFT 2023-019 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OR 

HIS DESIGNEE TO ENTER INTO A LETTER OF INTENT WITH THE CITY OF 
AKRON AND OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES OPERATING IN THE AKRON 
METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA (MSA) ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF A 
REGIONAL COOPERATIVE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN (CAP) AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY (Unauthorized)  

      
  5.2. Community Development Chair Kuhar/ Vice-Chair Rosenberg 
      
  5.2.1. April 5, 2023 Committee Meeting Minute Approval 
      
  5.2.2. Action(s) Recommended 

1. Approve the Tax Increment Review Council (TIRC) 
recommendation to renew the terms of the Davey Tree Enterprise 
Zone Agreement, with the emergency clause.  

 
      
  5.2.3. DRAFT 2023- 020    AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, 

OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO CONTINUE THE ENTERPRISE ZONE AGREEMENT 
WITH THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT COMPANY PROVIDING FOR A PROJECT 
AND REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO THE OHIO 
ENTERPRISE ZONE PROGRAM (EZ), AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
(Authorized) 

      
  5.3. Health & Safety Committee Chair Amrhein/ Vice-Chair Sidoti 
      
  5.3.1. April 5, 2023 Committee Meeting Minute Approval 
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  5.3.2. Action(s) Recommended 

1. Authorize issuance of a final trash service request for proposals for 
competitive bids. 

 
      
  5.4. Finance Committee  Chair DeLeone/ Vice-Chair Wallach 
      
  5.4.1. April 5, 2023 Committee Meeting Minute Approval 
      
  5.4.2. Action(s) Recommended 

1. Approve the 2023 budget appropriations amendments with the 
emergency clause 

2. Approve the submission, execution, and allocation of funds if 
approved of the East Main Street Transportation Improvement 
Grant in the amount of $500,000 with the emergency clause.  

3. Approve the submission and allocation of funds if approved for the 
COPS grant in the amount of $125, 000 with the emergency 
clause. 

      
  5.4.3. DRAFT 2023-021    AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2022-138, 

THE CURRENT APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE, PASSED DECEMBER 21, 
2022; SO AS TO ADJUST APPROPRIATIONS, TRANSFERS, AND 
ADVANCES FROM THE VARIOUS FUNDS OF THE CITY OF KENT TO 
INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTS FOR THE CURRENT EXPENSES OF THE CITY 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2023; AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY (AUTHORIZED) 

      
  5.4.4. DRAFT 2023-022    AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF KENT TO 

SUBMIT A FUNDING APPLICATION FOR A TRANSPORTATION 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (TID) GRANT TOTALING $0.5 MILLION, AND TO 
ACCEPT THE GRANT, IF AWARDED, WITH CORRESPONDING 
APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR THE EAST MAIN STREET AREA 
IMPROVEMENTS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Authorized) 

      
  5.4.5. DRAFT 2023-023   AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF KENT TO 

APPLY FOR A COPS HIRING PROGRAM (CHP) GRANT THROUGH THE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OFFICE OF COMMUNITY-
ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES TO FUND ONE ADDITIONAL SCHOOL 
RESOURCE OFFICER, AND TO ACCEPT THE GRANT, IF AWARDED, WITH 
CORRESPONDING APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY (Authorized) 

      
6.  Unfinished Business  
    
7.  New Business  
    
8.  Councilmembers' Comments  
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9.  Mayor's Report  
    
  Adjourn 
    
 
 
Any person who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication or a modification of policies and procedures to participate in any City or 
City Council public meeting or event should contact the Clerk of Council at 330-676-7555 or councilclerk@kent-ohio.org. Any request for auxiliary aid or 
other accommodation should be made as soon as possible, but no later than forty-eight hours prior to the event. 
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MINUTES 

Regular Council Meeting 

At 07:30 PM, Mayor Jerry T. Fiala called the Regular City Council Meeting to order. 

Present: Mr. Jack Amrhein, Mr. Michael DeLeone, Mr. Garret Ferrara, Ms. 
Gwen Rosenberg, Ms.Heidi Shaffer Bish, Mr. Roger Sidoti, Mr. 
Robin Turner (exited meeting at 7:52 p.m.), and Ms.Tracy 
Wallach 

Also Present: Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, 
City Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, 
Community Development Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; 
Ms. Joan Seidel, Health Commissioner;  Mr. Nick Shearer, Chief of 
Police; Mr. Bill Myers, Fire Chief;  Ms. Amy Wilkens, Clerk of 
Council 

Absent:  Mr. John Kuhar 

MOTION TO EXCUSE MR. KUHAR was MADE BY Mr. Garret Ferrara, SECONDED by Mr. Roger 
Sidoti, and CARRIED by a voice vote of  8-0-0. 

Opening Remarks and Pledge of Allegiance 

Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish said she was happy to see a crowded council chamber and asked all to stand 
for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Introducing New Police Officers 

Mayor Fiala invited Chief Nick Shearer to introduce new police officers recently hired. Chief Shearer 
thanked Council for the time to introduce three of the four recent hires into the police department. 
Chief Shearer said they were selective in the hiring process and took a little extra time to make 
quality hires.  He introduced David Walker, who came from North Carolina, Steven Kern, who 
previously served as a detective for the federal government, and Derek Knapp, from Kent, Ohio. All 
four officers have bachelor's degrees. Mary Balwin was the fourth hire and was absent due to being 
on duty.  
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Approval of Minutes 

MOTION TO APPROVE FEBRUARY 15, 2023, SPECIAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
MINUTES MADE BY Ms.Heidi Shaffer Bish, SECONDED by Mr. Michael DeLeone and 
CARRIED by a voice vote of  8-0-0.  
MOTION TO APPROVE FEBRUARY 15, 2023, REGULAR MEETING MINUTES MADE 
BY Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish, SECONDED by Mr. Michael DeLeone and CARRIED by a voice 
vote of  8-0-0.  

 Public Comment 

Mayor Fiala asked if there were any members of the public signed in to speak to Council. 
Ms. Wilkens said there were and called Matt Morrison to speak first. 

Mayor Fiala read the following statement: 

“While the law does not require Council to provide time for public comment, we have 
historically invited the public to make comments and we appreciate their input.  This is when 
residents and others can comment on matters that concern them.  However, we will not 
engage in debate, and as President of the Council, I reserve the right to end any public 
communication that is disruptive, embarrassing, harassing, or otherwise objectionable.  We 
ask you to give your name and address and limit comments to three (3) minutes.” 

Matt Morrison, who resides on Sunnybrook Road in Kent, asked for the City's continued 
support of his neighborhoods dealing with low-frequency noises. He gave Council a 59-
page document that contained a petition signed by residents, notes, and complaints. 
(Attachment #1) He thanked Mr. Sidoti for visiting his home and speaking with him and his 
wife regarding the matter. After the last town hall meeting, they were hopeful but have not 
received any further updates since. He thanked Law Director, Hope Jones, Joan Seidel, 
and Robin Turner for the help they have provided so far. He said the sounds still continued 
and they continue to have sleepless nights. He asked city officials to please help them.  

Ms. Dianne Hadaway, who resides on Shaw Drive in Kent, described the effects the 
machine noise is having on her residence and her health. She works full-time from home 
and said they have recorded evidence. She said this is noise pollution and is adversely 
affecting the health of the residents. The noise ordinance does not have a special provision 
for industry and should be enforced. She would like to see more aggressive action by city 
officials. She said Land O'Lakes needs to act like a good neighbor and resolve the issue. 

Ms. Candra Morrison, who resides on Sunnybrook Road, said the issue of noise from Land 
O'Lakes has been going on for almost a year. She said the constant disruption at night has 
disturbed her sleep. She added that it is suspicious that the City has not heard back from 
Land O'Lakes and asked the city to encourage them to mitigate the noise.  

Ms. Nancy Wachsmuth, who resides on Shaw Dr. in Kent, said she has lived in Kent for two 
years and the sound coming from Land O'Lakes has increased dramatically over the past 
six months. She said she received information that the design of their roofing has changed 
and something they are doing has increased the sound. She said it didn't seem that they 
were being good neighbors. She would hate to see the value of their homes decline and ask 
to be heard and for some kind of compromise to occur.  

Mr. Robert Shaffer, who resides on Shaw Dr. in Kent, said they love where they live and 
have been lifelong residents of Kent. They retired four years ago and moved into their 
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current home. The noise from the factory is louder than the planes, trains, and traffic on Rt. 
261. The machine noise is constant and is very loud at times. He added this is noise 
pollution and asked the Council to put itself into their positions.  

Mr. Jere Sitko, of Shaw Dr. in Kent, said he heard the noise in his condo and wondered 
where it was coming from. Now he knows it is from Land O'Lakes and thinks it should be a 
simple solution.  

Ms. Lizbeth Justice of Brady Street introduced herself to Council as the Executive Director 
of Lovelight Inc., a local grass-roots non-profit. They are proposing a purchase of property 
on S. Water St. to create an intergenerational center for learning and development. She 
passed out a packet to Council (Attachment #2). She reviewed the services they would be 
providing and asked all for their support and how it is tied into the City's strategic initiatives. 

Mayor Fiala said Council takes it seriously that residents come and voice their concerns to 
them. He said the administration is trying to work with Land O'Lakes in setting up a meeting 
and thanked everyone for attending. 

Mr. Robin Turner exited the City Council Meeting at 7:52 pm and did not return. 

Written Communication  

1. Letter from Mary Kenneley to Mr. Jim Bowling, copying City Council in reference to
the Street Signage Study that was done in 2018-2019, thanking him for his work
and thanking Council for erecting solar signage on Middlebury Road and State Rt.
261 was received and forwarded to Council on February 20, 2023.

2. Letter from Mary Kenneley to Mr. Klaben, copying City Council, thanking him for
replacing the torn and tattered American flag flying at his business, was received
and shared with Council on February 20, 2023.

3. An email from Oliver Wuensch from the Parks and Rec Department was received
on February 16, 2023, announcing a Job Fair being hosted at the Kent Recreation
Center on Sunday, March 19, 2023.

4. The Planning Commission Agenda and Staff Report for the March 7, 2023 meeting
was received on February 28, 2023.

5. The Kent City Board of Health Agenda and Statistical Report for the March 6, 2023
meeting was received on March 1, 2023.

6. The Standing Rock Cemetery Board of Trustees Agenda for the March 9, 2023
meeting was received on March 1, 2023.

7. Notice from the Board of Elections regarding galley proofs of all ballots to be used at 
the Primary Election on May 2, 2023, which will be on display from February 28th
through March 2, 2023, was received on February 28, 2023.

City Manager's Report 

1. Request for Council's authorization to accept and allocate a $1,000 donation to Kent 
Parks and Recreation from Ray's Place in support of the Adult Easter Egg event.

2. Request for Council's authorization to accept and allocate a $410 donation to be
used for a new bottle-filling drinking station at the Kent Parks and Recreation Kidz
Club Before and After School Child Care facility.

3. Request for the Committee of the Whole-time for Council's final review and approval
of the Climate Action Plan.

4. Request for Committee of the Whole-time for Council to receive a staff report
outlining the strategic focus areas for the period 2023-27.
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5. Request for a "detachment" (removing a parcel from inside the city limits to outside
the city limits) of land on Johnson Road.

6. Request for Finance Committee time to present a proposed 2023 Budget
Appropriations Amendment.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY MANAGER'S REPORT MADE BY Mr. Jack Amrhein, 
SECONDED by Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish, and CARRIED by a voice vote of  7-0-0. 

Ms. Gwen Rosenberg thanked the donors for the monies received on behalf of the Parks 
and Recreation Department and stated it is very much appreciated.  

Standing Committees & Legislation 

Committee of the Whole 
MOTION TO APPROVE MARCH 1, 2023 COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES MADE BY 
Mr. Michael DeLeone, SECONDED by Mr. Roger Sidoti, and CARRIED by a voice vote 
of  7-0-0.  
MOTION TO APPROVE ACTION(S) RECOMMENDED MADE BY Mr. Michael DeLeone, 
SECONDED by Mr. Roger Sidoti, and CARRIED by a voice vote of  7-0-0. 

Action(s) Recommended: 

1. Authorize the proposed update to the City Ordinance book.

DRAFT 2023-013  AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE CURRENT REPLACEMENT 
PAGES TO THE CITY OF KENT CODIFIED ORDINANCES AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s request. 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS OF DRAFT 2023-013  MADE by Mr. 
Garret Ferrara, SECONDED by Mr. Roger Sidoti. On Roll Call Voting "Yes"  Mr. Jack 
Amrhein, Mr. Michael DeLeone, Mr. Garret Ferrara, Ms. Gwen Rosenberg, Ms. Heidi 
Shaffer Bish, Mr. Roger Sidoti, Ms. Tracy Wallach. The motion was CARRIED by a roll call 
vote of  7-0-0. 

MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT 2023-013  MADE by Mr. Garret Ferrara, SECONDED by Mr. 
Roger Sidoti.  On Roll Call Voting "Yes"  Mr. Jack Amrhein, Mr. Michael DeLeone, Mr. 
Garret Ferrara, Ms. Gwen Rosenberg, Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish, Mr. Roger Sidoti, Ms. Tracy 
Wallach. The motion was CARRIED by a roll call vote of  7-0-0. 

Ms. Wilkens stated that Ordinance 2023-013 had passed. 

Community Development     Chair Kuhar/ Vice-Chair Rosenberg  
MOTION TO APPROVE MARCH 1, 2023 COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES MADE BY 
Ms. Gwen Rosenberg, SECONDED by Mr. Garret Ferrara, and CARRIED by a voice vote 
of  7-0-0.  
Action(s) Recommended- NONE 

Health & Safety Committee     Chair Amrhein/ Vice-Chair Sidoti  
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MOTION TO APPROVE MARCH 1, 2023 COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES MADE BY 
Mr. Jack Amrhein, SECONDED by Mr. Garret Ferrara, and CARRIED by a voice vote of  7-
0-0.  
MOTION TO APPROVE ACTIONS RECOMMENDED MADE BY Mr. Jack Amrhein, 
SECONDED by Mr. Garret Ferrara, and CARRIED by a voice vote of  7-0-0. 

Action(s) Recommended 

1. Approve the acceptance and allocation of $159, 062 in VISTA grant funds to the
Kent Health Department, with the emergency clause.

2. Approve the acceptance and allocation of $25,000 in EPA grant funds to the Kent
Health Department.

DRAFT 2023- 014   AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OR HIS 
DESIGNEE TO ACCEPT A VISTA GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $159,062.00 FOR THE 
CITY OF KENT HEALTH DEPARTMENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was read 
by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s request. 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS OF Draft 2023- 014 MADE by Mr. Garret 
Ferrara, SECONDED by Mr. Roger Sidoti. On Roll Call Voting "Yes"  Mr. Jack Amrhein, Mr. 
Michael DeLeone, Mr. Garret Ferrara, Ms. Gwen Rosenberg, Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish, Mr. 
Roger Sidoti, Ms. Tracy Wallach. The motion was CARRIED by a roll call vote of  8-0-0. 

MOTION TO ADOPT Draft 2023- 014  MADE by Mr. Roger Sidoti, SECONDED by Mr. 
Michael DeLeone.  On Roll Call Voting "Yes"  Mr. Jack Amrhein, Mr. Michael DeLeone, Mr. 
Garret Ferrara, Ms. Gwen Rosenberg, Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish, Mr. Roger Sidoti, Ms. Tracy 
Wallach. The motion was CARRIED by a roll call vote of  8-0-0. 

Ms. Wilkens stated that Ordinance 2023-014 had passed.  
DRAFT 2023- 015   AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, OR HIS 
DESIGNEE, TO ACCEPT A GRANT FROM THE OHIO EPA IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$25,000.00 TO BE USED TO FUND THE MOSQUITO CONTROL PROGRAM THROUGH 
APRIL 2024 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens 
per Mayor Fiala’s request. 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS OF Draft 2023- 015 MADE by Mr. Garret 
Ferrara, SECONDED by Ms. Gwen Rosenberg. On Roll Call Voting "Yes"  Mr. Jack 
Amrhein, Mr. Michael DeLeone, Mr. Garret Ferrara, Ms. Gwen Rosenberg, Ms. Heidi 
Shaffer Bish, Mr. Roger Sidoti, Ms. Tracy Wallach. The motion was CARRIED by a roll call 
vote of  7-0-0. 

MOTION TO ADOPT Draft 2023- 015 MADE by Ms.Tracy Wallach, SECONDED by Mr. 
Garret Ferrara.  On Roll Call Voting "Yes"  Mr. Jack Amrhein, Mr. Michael DeLeone, Mr. 
Garret Ferrara, Ms. Gwen Rosenberg, Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish, Mr. Roger Sidoti, Ms. Tracy 
Wallach. The motion was CARRIED by a roll call vote of  7-0-0. 

Ms. Wilkens stated that Ordinance 2023-015 had passed. 

Streets, Sidewalks, and Utilities   Chair Sidoti/ Vice-Chair Wallach 
MOTION TO APPROVE MARCH 1, 2023 COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES MADE BY 
Mr. Roger Sidoti, SECONDED by Mr. Michael DeLeone, and CARRIED by a voice vote 
of  7-0-0.  
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MOTION TO APPROVE ACTION RECOMMENDED MADE BY Mr. Roger Sidoti, 
SECONDED by Mr. Michael DeLeone, and CARRIED by a voice vote of  7-0-0. 

Action(s) Recommended 

1. Approve the Vision Zero Resolution, with the emergency clause.

DRAFT 2023-016 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF KENT, OHIO TO DEVELOP, 
IMPLEMENT, AND MONITOR A VISION ZERO PLAN TO ELIMINATE TRAFFIC 
FATALITIES AND SEVERE INJURIES WHILE INCREASING SAFE, HEALTHY, AND 
EQUITABLE MOBILITY FOR ALL, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was read by title 
only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s request. 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS OF DRAFT 2023-016 MADE by Mr. 
Garret Ferrara, SECONDED by Mr. Michael DeLeone. On Roll Call Voting "Yes"  Mr. Jack 
Amrhein, Mr. Michael DeLeone, Mr. Garret Ferrara, Ms. Gwen Rosenberg, Ms. Heidi 
Shaffer Bish, Mr. Roger Sidoti, Ms. Tracy Wallach. The motion was CARRIED by a roll call 
vote of  7-0-0. 

MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT 2023-016 MADE by Mr. Garret Ferrara, SECONDED by Mr. 
Roger Sidoti.  On Roll Call Voting "Yes"  Mr. Jack Amrhein, Mr. Michael DeLeone, Mr. 
Garret Ferrara, Ms. Gwen Rosenberg, Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish, Mr. Roger Sidoti, Ms. Tracy 
Wallach. The motion was CARRIED by a roll call vote of  7-0-0. 

Ms. Wilkens stated that Ordinance 2023-016 had passed. 

Finance Committee       Chair DeLeone/ Vice-Chair Wallach 

MOTION TO APPROVE MARCH 1, 2023 COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES MADE BY 
Mr. Michael DeLeone, SECONDED by Mr. Roger Sidoti, and CARRIED by a voice vote 
of  7-0-0.  
MOTION TO APPROVE ACTION RECOMMENDED MADE BY Mr. Michael DeLeone, 
SECONDED by Mr. Roger Sidoti, and CARRIED by a voice vote of  7-0-0. 

Action(s) Recommended 

1. Approve the acceptance of the NOPEC Energized Grant funds in the amount of
$54, 794 and allocate funds for City energy efficiency projects.

DRAFT 2023- 017   AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OR HIS 
DESIGNEE TO ACCEPT THE NORTHEAST OHIO PUBLIC ENERGY COUNCIL (NOPEC) 
ENERGIZED COMMUNITY GRANT AWARD IN THE AMOUNT OF $54,794.00 AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was read by title only by Clerk Wilkens per Mayor Fiala’s 
request. 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE THREE READINGS OF Draft 2023- 017  MADE by Mr. 
Garret Ferrara, SECONDED by Mr. Michael DeLeone. On Roll Call Voting "Yes"  Mr. Jack 
Amrhein, Mr. Michael DeLeone, Mr. Garret Ferrara, Ms. Gwen Rosenberg, Ms. Heidi 
Shaffer Bish, Mr. Roger Sidoti,Ms. Tracy Wallach. The motion was CARRIED by a roll call 
vote of  7-0-0. 

MOTION TO ADOPT Draft 2023- 017 MADE by Mr. Garret Ferrara, SECONDED by Mr. 
Michael DeLeone. On Roll Call Voting "Yes"  Mr. Jack Amrhein, Mr. Michael DeLeone, Mr. 

DRAFT

Page 10 of 168



Regular City Council Meeting 
March 15, 2023 

Garret Ferrara, Ms. Gwen Rosenberg, Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish, Mr. Roger Sidoti, Ms. Tracy 
Wallach. The motion was CARRIED by a roll call vote of  7-0-0. 

Ms. Wilkens stated that Ordinance 2023-017 had passed. 

Unfinished Business:  None 

New Business 

Ms. Wallach reminded Council she had brought up the issue of low-frequency noises in the past and 
had to fight to keep it on the pending list. She said they need to deal with this issue. 

MOTION TO SEND TO COMMITTEE A GENERAL DISCUSSION ON LOW-FREQUENCY 
NOISE MADE BY Ms. Tracy Wallach, SECONDED by Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish, and CARRIED by a 
voice vote of  7-0-0. 

Ms. Wallach added that they could put baffles around the business and there could be abatements 
that could be used. 

Ms. Shaffer Bish said discussing policy is very important, so revisiting the topic is appropriate to put 
into Committee. She added that moving on to the topic the residents brought forward this evening is 
very important, as these residents are suffering every day from noise pollution. She hopes city staff 
will continue to put pressure on management for this particular issue.  

Ms. Rosenberg asked if the motion was in a general discussion about low-frequency noise. Mayor 
Fiala said the motion needed to be a general discussion, as he did not want it to delay the discussion 
the city is having with Land O'Lakes.  

Councilmembers' Comments 

Ms. Gwen Rosenberg thanked Chief Shearer for allowing Council to meet the new police officers. 
She said hearing the new officer's credentials is a great way to enable council members to share this 
information with residents and for them to be able to attend council meetings and say hello. She 
asked him to pass along her congratulations to them in their new positions.  

Ms. Shaffer Bish thanked LoveLight for making a presentation and keeping Council informed on their 
progress in searching for a home for their organization. She said they are doing fundraising and 
asked everyone to invest, as she is intending to donate.  

Mr. Sidoti reiterated what Ms. Rosenberg talked about the new police officers and added that they all 
looked quite young. He likes the idea that they all have degrees and thinks good training is important, 
as it is very valuable.  

Mr. Amrhein thanked Betsy Justice from LoveLight for coming to speak to Council and said he also 
would be donating. He added it is a great cause and encouraged everyone to read the literature 
distributed, as it is extremely important. 

Mr. Ferrara echoed the comments about the introduction of police officers and it says a lot about the 
community that people who grew up here want to stay here and serve. He reminded everyone about 
the upcoming KSU Women's basketball game, playing Syracuse in the NIT and the Men's Basketball 
team playing in the NCAA tournament. 

DRAFT

Page 11 of 168



Regular City Council Meeting 
March 15, 2023 

Mayor's Report 

Mayor Fiala commented on the hiring of four police officers, stating it had been a while since four 
officers were hired at once. He said there are three females in the Police Department named Sam, 
and the new hire is named Mary. They joked that they are trying to get her to change her name to 
Sam as well. He wished Kent State the best of luck in the basketball tournament and said a group of 
community leaders and members cheered the team as they exited town on the bus.  

Ms. Wallach asked what was going on with the liaison position. Mr. Ruller said an email had been 
sent out that the position is posted and they are currently reviewing applications.  

At 8:15 p.m., after hearing no further business, Council adjourned.

_________________     ___________________ 
Amy Wilkens          Jerry T. Fiala 
Clerk of Council      Mayor & President of Council 
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Press  Release:

For Release:  Wednesday,  March  15,  2023

Contact:  Delores  Tocco  Tekieli  216-338-3330

Subject:  Land  O'Lakes  Factory  Torments  Senior  Neighborhood  in Kent

Residents  of  a senior  community  in Kent  are

frustrated  and fatigued  after  months  of

complaining  about  the  constant  noise  from  a plant

located  just  1,200  feet  away.

The Land O'Lakes  factory  management  has long

known  that  the  loud  noises  from  the  plant

torment  and disrupt  the  sleep  of  neighbors  in the

Crossings  on Golden  Pond,  located  at Shaw  Drive

and Sunnybrook  Road.  But  the  management  has

failed  to  address  the  problem  and has cut  off

communication  with  the  residents.

Residents  have  complained  of  the  disturbing

noises  running  all day  and  night,  except  for

occasional,  much  anticipated  breaks  during

weekends.  The banging  and  clanking,  along  with

ongoing  slow  droning  and  quick  pulsating  hums,

wakes  the  residents  at all hours  of  the  night.  The

droning  continues  throughout  the  day  with  little  to  no reprieve.  The  sounds  can be heard  through  the

walls  of  the  homes  in this  neighborhood.  Making  trying  to  fall  asleep  or  even  stay  asleep  a daunting  task.

Many  residents  report  hearing  it above  the  audio  of  their  T\/s  and  can  feel  vibrations  through  their  walls.

One neighbor  has said he can physically  feel  the  vibrations.

Land O'Lakes  has been  operating  in Kent  since  1982,  but  the  noise  problem  is more  recent.  Both

residents  and  city  officials  have  reached  out  to  the  plant  management.  At  first,  Land O'Lakes  operations

management  was  willing  to  work  with  the  neighbors  directly.  The plant  management  acknowledged  that

there  was  a problem  and  was  willing  to help  find  the  cause.  Then  all communications  shut  down,

presumably  on orders  from  the  corporate  office.

A petition  signed  by 59 residents  asked  Land O'Lakes  management  to install  sound  abatement  material

around  their  refrigeration  units  and HVAC Systems  to silence  and contain  the  problem  sounds.

Statements  from  residents  said they  did not  want  to  take  sleeping  medication  but  found  it to be the  only

way  to sleep.  Several  women  discussed  crying  during  the  night  when  they  couldn't  fall  asleep.  Others

described  the  frustration  of  having  to  wear  earplugs  every  night  in their  own  homes.

Kent  OH Land O'Lakes  Noise  Abatement  Campaign 2
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The  headline  of  a US News  article  by HealthDay  News,  dated  February  1, 2023,  reads  "Sleeping  Pills

Linked  to High  Risk  for  Dementia."  The  article  says  that  seniors  who  frequently  take  sleeping  medication

may  be raising  their  risk  for  developing  Alzheimer"s  Disease.  The  article  also  states  that  researchers  had

found  that  older  adults  who  often  took  sleep  aids  had  a 79%  chance  of  developing  dementia  compared

to  those  who  never  or  rarely  used  them.  That  makes  up most  of  the  demographics  of  this  neighborhood.

City  officials  met  with  residents  of  Shaw  Drive  and  neighbors  on  Sunnybrook  Road  on December  29,

2022,  and  February  9, 2023.  Neighborhood  attendance  was  25 and  35,  respectively.  Law  Director  Hope

Jones,  Commissioner  of  Health  & Safety  loan  Seidel,  Councilmember-at-Large  Roger  Sidoti  and  Ward  3

Councilman  Robin  Turner  attended  the  meetings.  In one  of  the  meetings,  a resident  played  videos  taken

on a smartphone  from  various  parts  of  the  neighborhood  and  even  of  their  bedroom  to  show  the

sounds  coming  through  the  wall.

Commissioner  Seidel  tracked  complaints  on a city  website,  but  many  of  the  senior  residents  were  not

able  to  use it. According  to  Commissioner  Seidel,  the  website  received  98 reports  of  loud,  disturbing

sounds  from  the  Land  O'Lakes  plant.  One  resident  tracked  the  nightly  noises  on  a steno  pad  next  to  her

bed  because  she  did  not  know  how  to  use  the  website.  Health  Commissioner  Seidel  also  had  her

employees  test  for  sound  decibels.  Many  of  those  sounds  coincided  with  website  complaints  by  the

residents.  However,  most  of  the  neighbors'  complaints  referred  to  loud  noises  during  the  middle  of  the

night  when  there  was  no  tracking  done  by the  city.  Noises  were  so loud  that  they  were  awakened  from  a

sound  sleep,  night  after  night.

City  officials  reached  out  to  Land  O'Lakes  to  request  a meeting  between  Plant  Management,  City

Management,  and  selected  residents  in the  neighborhood  to  discuss  the  issue  and  come  to  a resolution.

However,  no dates  or  additional  information  has  been  communicated  to  the  residents  since  that  request

was  made  in early  February.

The  residents  of  Shaw  Drive  and  Sunnybrook  Road  want  Land  O'Lakes  to  be  the  good  neighbor  they  so

proudly  claim  to  be by installing  sound-abatement  material  as soon  as possible.
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Synopsis

September  2022

*  Calls  to Land  O'Lakes  management  from  Sunnybrook  Rd resident  on behalf  of  neighborhood

Discussions  with  plant  management  and  neighbors  about  the  disturbing  noises  coming  from

their  facility  continue  throughout  Odober.  Conversations  dearly  conveyed  noises  louder  than

times  past,  disrupting  sleep  nightly,  noises  are heard  inside  homes  coming  through  the  walls.

*  The  ask from  the  neighborhood  is Land O'Lakes  fix  the  machines  that  are making  the  noises  or

contain  the  noises  with  sound  abatement  materials  that  are readily  and  easily  available  for

industrial  roof  top  HVAC units,  Refrigeration  Units,  Generators,  or  other  continuously  running

industrial  machinery.

October  2022

*  Call to  EPA, advised  that  the  sound  is a violation  however  no decibel  levels  defined  in Ohio  and

City  Council  would  need  to  enforce  local  ordinances.

*  Discussion  with  Kent  Police,  advised  not  a criminal  act  and  City  Council  would  need  to  enforce

the  sound  ordinance.

November  2022

*  Call to  Community  Development  of  Kent  (Paul  Bauer),  the  department  reached  out  to Land

O'Lakes  about  the  noises.

*  Community  Development  advises  Land O'Lakes  told  Community  Development  that  their  facility

doesn't  make  the  noises  the  neighborhood  is hearing,  Paul Bauer  suggested  neighbors  call Law

Director  for  more  explanation  on how  to  get  a resolution.

*  Call to Robin  Turner  Ward  3 representative.  Mr.  Turner  advised  that  the  neighborhood  should

work  together  to gather  signatures  and  arrange  a time  for  city  officials  to discuss  the  issue  in a

town  hall  setting

December  2022

*  Neighbors  gather  signatures  on petition  and schedule  a town  hall meeting

@ 12/29/2022  Residents hold first town hall meeting with Hope  Jones  Law Director  of Kent,  loan

Seidel  Health  Commissioner,  Roger  Sidoti  Councilman  at Large,  Robin  Turner  Ward  3

Councilman,  and  25 neighbors

Kent  OH Land  O'Lakes  Noise  Abatement  Campaign 4
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January  2023

*  City  does investigation  to determine  source and severity  of  noise issue

February  2023

*  2/9/2023  Residents  hold second town hall with Hope Jones Law Director of Kent, loan Seidel
Health Commissioner,  Robin Turner  Ward 3 Councilman,  and 35 neighbors  discuss results of
investigation

*  City  officials  promise  to foster  a meeting  between  Land O'Lakes, members  of Shaw Dr and
Sunnybrook  Rd, City Management,  Board of  Health,  and Community  Development of Kent

*  TheweekofFebruaryl3fhCityofKent0fficialreachouttoLandO'Lakestorequestmeeting,no

updates  provided  to residents  since request

March 2023

*  Residentsgotocouncilformallytopresentpetitionsandstatementsandrequestadditionaland
further  support  to aggressively  resolve this noise issue and heath concern as soon as possible

Sound  Map

The  following  is visual representation  of the where  the sounds from Land O'Lakes have been observed:

.e%b%

i
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Facility  Aerial  View

Suspected  machines  producing  the  noises  are indicated  below:
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Kent  OH Sound  Ordinance
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EXHIBITA

509.12  UN

(a) unlawfulNoise-Prohibited.  ltisunlawrulforanyowner,occupant,agentorpersons
in possession  orcontnol  ofanystnicture,  lot,  thingor  buUding,  premises  orvehicle  to make,
continueoraiuse  to  be made  orcontinued,orpermitto  be made,  any  excessive,
unnecessary,  orunusuany loud  noiseorany  noise  whidi  dbturb,  annoys,  injures  or
endangers  the  comfort,  repose  or  health,  peaceorsafetyof  persons  ofonlinary  sensibilities
withintheClty.

- The  follomngam,amongothers,are  declared  to  be
loud,  disturbing,  injurious  and  unnecessaryand  unlawful  noises  in vlolatlon  ofttdssection,
but  thbg enumeration  shall  not  bedeemed  to be exdusiw.,  namely:

(1) HornsandSlgnalDevlces.  Thesoundlngofanyhornorsignaldeviceonany
automobile,  motorgde,  bus  ortriin,  oranyotherwhide*hilenot  in motion,mcept  as a
dangersignal  orto  give  warning  of  intent  toget  Into  motmn,  or,  ffin  mason,  onlyas  a
dangerslahroras  brakaare  beingapplhqd  and  deceleratingofthe  vehkle  has
be@in;  the creation by means ofsuch signal devices ofanyunreasonal$loudorharsh
sounds;  and  thesounding  ofany  signal  device  rorany  unreasonableor  unnecessary  period
ortime.

(2) Radio,Stereo,Musiaillnstniments.  Thepjayingofanyradlo,stereo@televislonset,

amplified  or  unamplified  musiail  instniments,  loudspeaker,  tape  recorder,orother
electronicsound-produdngdeviam,  in such  a mannerormdi  such  volume  atany  time  or
place  so as toannoyordlmurb  thequiet,  comfort  orreposeofpersons  in anyoffkeor  in
anydwelling,  hotel,  hospital  orothertype  of  residence,  ororany  persons  in the
vidnity.-Tboopomtionofanyauahsotinstnimenlphanogiuphimachinoordcvicoinsuch
a manncras  5ebo-plainlyaudlblo  on a proporty  or  in a dwelling  unit  othorthan  that  in
which  itk,  lomted,shall  be prime  fado  evidanm  ofa  violatim  of  thls  cocdon.
(3) LoudNoisesorDisturbances.  Yelling,shouting,hootingorthernakingofanyother
ioud  noises  on the  public  streets,  or  the  makingofanysuch  noise  atany  time  or  place  so as
to  annoyordisturb  the  quiet,comfortorreposeofpersons  In anydwelling,  hotel,  hospital
or  other  type  of  residence,  or  m any.offlce  orofany  persons  in the  vkinity.

(4) AnimalNoises.  Thekeepingofanyanimalwhichbyaiusingfrequentorlong
continued  noise  shafl  dbturbthe  comfort  or  repose  ofany  permn.

(5) WhmeorSiren.  Theblomngofanywhisdesorsirens,excepttogiwnoticeofthe
time  to  begin  orstop  work  oras  a mirnmg  of  fire  or  danger.

(6) EngineExhaust.  Thedischargeintotheopenairoftheexhaustofanyengine,or
imenial  combustion  engine,  except  through  amufflerorotherdevice  which  effectively
prevents  Joud orexpkisive  noise  therefrom.

(7) NoisyAdvertising. Nopersonshall,byringingabellor@mg,orbyusinga
phonogriph  orotberinstniment  forproducimg  orreproducingmunds,  orby  usingloud  or
boisterous  language  orbyany  unusual  noise  orineans  whatever,  adverUsegoods,wares,  or
merchandise  forsale,  oradvertise  any  show,  theter,exhibition,  or  entenment.

202-082  G  "A'
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.  person  t'un, or  operate  any  steam,  gas,

psoline,  or  other  engine,  boiler,  press,  machine,  orotherapparatus  so constnicted  or

operated  as to make  any  unnecessary  noise,  to the  annoyance  and  discomfort  of  the  people

or the City,  except  in thecourse  or making  an emergeng  repalrand  forweather

necessitated  activities.

(9) Noise-producinglnstniments.  Theuseofanydevice,apparatus,radio,tickeror

other  noise-making  and noise-emittingdevice  forgeneral  advertfflingpurposes,  or  for  the

purpose  ofsoliciting  5de  or  attracung attentlon  to anywares,  ypod.  menhandise,

instnimentor  device  offered  forsale  is prohibited.

(c) Sound Generated  by Devices  or  lnstr'utnents.  it  is prima  bcie  unlawful  for  a person  to

generate  orpermlt  to be generated  sound  by the  above  described  devices  or  instniments  in

the  followingdrcumstances:

(1)  Onprivatepropertybetweenthehoursof9:00p.m.and7:00a.m.ofthefollowing
day in a residential  area  where  the sound  is uareasonably  audible  past  the property  lineof

thepropertyon  which  thesouraiofthesound  is located;  or

(2) Onastmt,highwayorinthepublicright-of-waywherediesoundisaudiblethirty

(30)feethaomthedevIcegeneratingthesound.  Pmmnsinpossessionofacumntparade

pennlt,  assemblage  perndt,ora  cunent  loud-speaker  perniit  are  exempt  h'um  the

provisionsof  this  sub-paragriph.

(3) Byconductinganundulylargegatheringataprivateresidenceorinaprivate
residential  area  which  generates  m[ve  noiseat  any  time.

(d) Nopersonbemgtheowner,orpersoninpossessIonofapremimforpersonin

control  ofthe  premises  by  reason  oremployment,  ageng,  orotherwise,  whethersuch

ownership,  passession  orcontrol  is exclusive  orjoint,  shall  permit  a violation  ofthis

section.

(e) WarnlngandAlannDevices  Warningandalarmdeviceswhichhavethepurposeof

signaling  unsafe  ordangerous  situations  or  ailing  forpofice  are  exempted  hm  the

prohibitions  of  this  section  when  used rorsuch  purposes  and are m properworking  order.

(f) Agrfcuitural  Activities.  Agricultural  activities  conducted  mthin  an agriailtural

districtas  authori  m Chapter929  ofthe  Ohio  Revised  Code, shall  be exempted  from  the

prohibitions  ofthissection  when  theadivittes  are notin  conflictmth  federal,state  orlocal

laws  or  are conducted  in accordancewith  generally  accepted  agiicultural  practioes.

(g) OutdoorPerformances  Theuse,pmductionorpresentationoutdoorsinaresidential

neighborhood,  by a live  band  ofany  make-up,or  the  use oroutdooramplfflaition  or

amplfflcation  Intended  direcdyor  indirectly  to be heard  outside  ofthe  StniCture  where  the

event  ls beingheld.

(h) ExemptionsEventsofflciallysponsoredand/orapprovedbytheCftyofKent,suchas
FESTIVALS, fireWOrb,  parades,  etc., activities  thatare  essential  tO the  properperformance

work-related duties of the officers and employees oftheCit3r,  and events offiml  sponsored

by governmental  educational  Institutions  and  the Kent  Board  of  Eduaition  such as sporting

events,  mardifng  bands,  etc., shall  beexempt  from  the  prohibitionsofthis  section.

(i) Retaliation.Nopersonshalldirectaverbal,physiailorelectronicacta@iinstthe
person,  famfiy  or  property  ofany  individual  who  complains  oforwitnesses  a violatlon  of

2022-053 's
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the Unlawful  Noise  regulations  for  the purpose  of  intimmatingor  retaliating  against  that

person  for  the  exercise  ofthe  right  to complain  or  testify  to a violation  ofthis  Code.

0) Penalty
(1) Whoeverviolatesthissectionexceptsubsection(i)isguiltyorgenerating

unreasonable  noise  an unclassified  misdemeanor,  punishable  bya  fine  of  up to $1,000  and
up to thirty  (30)  days  in jail.  If  the  offender  persists  in generating,  or  permitting  to be

generated,  unreasonable  noise  after  reasonable  warning  or  request  to desist,  the penalty

shall  include  a minimum  fine  of$500.00.

(2) whoevervioiatessubsection(i)herein,isgumyoranunciassitieamisaerneanor,
punishable  by  a fine  ofat  least  $500.00  and not  exceeding  $1,000  and up to thirty  (30)  days
in jail.

2022-053 ExhW  'A'
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Petition

The following are the signatures collected from the residents of Shaw Dr & Sunnybrook  Rd at the

request of council member Robin Turner  Ward  3 Representative:

PETITION TO ELIMINATE MACHINERY  NOISE  FROM  lANOO'LAKES
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[ONTO  EuNffl!ukTEMACHINaffaSiu  ufkNIDOWtS

The noJse from the a.and O'[akes refrigeration  units, HVAC system,  or  anothertype  of

contiryuous runrilng machine is produced throughout  the  day  and  ri)ght  heard  2,000+  Feet from

their property loca ted at 2001 MoBadore  Rd Rent OH 44240,

The low frequency humming  and droning  noises  pass through  exteriorwalls  and  the  sound  is

heard in our homes, disrupting  sleep  and  is an annoyarxce  that  impacts  otir  quality  of  fife.  In

addition, periodic loud boorriing  startling  NITRES are also  #ieard  auring  the  night.

We the residents of Sunnybrook  Rd and  Shaw  Dr are bothered  by these  noises  and  askthe  City

of Kent to assist with  Influencing  Larid  O"Lakes  to  contain  or  elin'ilnate  the  sounds  made  by their

machinerya SO they are nO .longerheard  in our  neighborfiood  as soon  as possible-
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pm  amaunmymmrmmo'ma

The noise from  tlie  Land O'Lakes  refrigeration  units, HVAC: system,  or  anOthertype  Of

continuous running  rriachine  b produced  thmughout  the  day and night  hearty 2.,ooo+ {dfrorrx

!heir  property  located  at 200,I Mogadore  Rd Kent OH 44240.

Tlie lowfrequency  humrmng  and dromng  nOlses paSS  througti  exterior  waes and  the  sound is
heard. in our  homes,  disrupting  sleep and is an annoyance  that  impacts  our  quality  of life. In

addiUon, periodic  loud  boorningstartling  noises are also heard  durlngthe  nfght,

We the resments ofSunriybrook  Rd and Shaw Drare  bothered  bythese  noises  and askthe City
of Kentto  assistwtth  influencing  Land O'Lakes to contain  or eliminatethe  sounds made by their
machinery,  so they  are no longerheard  in our  neighborhood  as soon as posslble.
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Email  in lieu  of  Signature

From: kend1984@gmaa.mn
To: dtmadre@ad.
Sent  12/19/2022  6:33:48  PM  Eastern  Standam  'nme

Subjed:  Land  O' Lakes  ?kaa  m:

To Whom  n May  Conoern:

Due m DUlrm m  I tmf'4 at W  Fk  hOfne m tits Wtnlar ff  COnlkm m  e-rml a$ ou s%  On am
M  €O reQlNm that k  LJf'd  O' Lakes tadhykxmgamy take steps to h'xtafi ffind  abatemem rnatems atttmk
M  €O t  e4ffl'thata b  sound m  by ttmk $.  Stnoarely.

Ken  and  Oboe  .k+nes

196  Sham  Drtws

Kink.  ONo  44240
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Map  of  Petition  Signatures
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Statements  from  Shaw  Dr  and  Sunnybrook  Rd Residents

Shawn  & Dianne  Hadawaya

February  5, 2023

STATEMENT  REGARDING  LAND  O' LAKES

To Whom  It May  Concern,

The  persistent  machinery  noise  emanating  from  the  Kent  Land O' Lakes  facility  is disturbing,  unhealthy

and unacceptable.

For us, the  noise  is most  noticeable  in our  home  office,  guest  bedroom  and  sunroom.  These  rooms  are

at the  front  of  our  home,  fac!ng  the  direction  of  the  Land O' Lakes  plant.  We have  filed  numerous

electronic  complaints  via the  City  of  Kent  website.  The noise  can be heard  both  during  the  day  and  at

night, usually Monday through Friday. It is almost continuous, stoppin@ for 5-10 minutes before
resuming.  In January  2023,  our  overnight  guest  was  unable  to  sleep  without  earplugs  due  to  the  loud

droning,  whirring  noise.  We  can only  imagine  what  our  neighbors  who  live  closest  to the  Land O' Lakes

facility  are forced  to endure.

Land O' Lakes  must  recognize  the  noise  pollution  they  are  creating,  accept  responsibility  and  take  the

necessary  actions  to mitigate  the  noise.  We expect  Land O' Lakes  to honor  their  professed  commitment

to be a good  neighbor.

Sincerely,

Shawn  & Dianne  Hadaway

225  Shaw  Drive

Kent,  OH
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Carol  and  jack  Lotzgeselle:

The noise  from  LO'L P(ant  has been  here  since  I moved  here  in April  of  2021.  The  noise  has gonen  worse

as far  as being  loud.  The  first  night  we  moved  here,  I was  in bed  and heard  the  noise  for  the  first  time

and  got  out  of  bed because  I thought  my  husband  left  the  car  running  in the  garage.  He said  he did  not

do any  such  thing.  I went  in the  garage  and  it was  not  the  car  running,  it was  the  noise  coming  from  the

LOL Plant.  The loudness  of  the  noise  just  keeps  getting  worse.  It is enough  to  drive  a person  crazy

especially  at night  when  you  are  trying  to  sleep.  Even in the  summer  trying  to relax  on the  patio,  the

noise  is so annoying.  Recently  one  night  when  my 13  year  old  granddaughter  stayed  over  night,  the  next

morning  she told  me  she heard  the  noise  all night.  She thought  the  noise  was  coming  from  my

refrigerator.  She did not  realize  the  noise  she heard  was  coming  from  outside.  The  noise  is non stop  day

and  night.  If it stops  it is only  for  5 minutes  and  then  it starts  back  up again.  I am in tears  a lot  of  nights

because  I have  no place  to  go to  escape  from  the  noise  so I can  fall  asleep.  My  bedrooms  are  the  worse

rooms  for  the  noise.  On Saturday  and  Sundays  I do not  hear  the  noise.  The  plant  must  not  be in

operation  on the  weekends.  Wednesday,  January  251 sent  a form  in at 3:30  AM.  The noise  was

exceptionally  loud  that  night.  We  could  not  sleep.  Ifinally  went  back  to bed at 5:10  AM  and  fell  asleep.

Not  because  the  noise  stopped,  but  because  I was  totally  exhausted  from  being  up all night  because  of

the  noise.  There  are  a lot  of  elderly  people  living  in this  condo  neighborhood.  A lot  of  them  probably  do

not  know  how  to  fill  out  the  form  and  to  submit  it. I was  one  of  them  at first.  I still  am wondering  ifl  am

filling  it  out  and  submitting  it correctly.  I know  my  husband  would  never  fill  it out  because  he does  not

use the  computer.  So I am sure  you  would  probably  have  a lot  more  forms  being  turned  in if  some  of  the

elderly  knew  how  to  do it. I pray  there  is something  that  can  be done  to heap us with  the  noise  that  we

are living  with.  Thank  you  for  trying  to help  us. Carol  and  Jack lotzgeselle
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Carol  and  jack  Lotzgeselle Additional:

Upsetting riorsall

Sti)ijcct:

D;ilc:
lilisctling  noise!!
12;29,"2022  3:11:37  PM E:istern Standard  Tiinc

l=roin: cloiz44240@tilioo.coin
TO: dtinat)re(alaolcoin

I-li De1. Jack imd llii'ivc  anot)ier  coini'iiitinenl  !-or lliis  evening. I am iilso very upset about ilic noise. I idso liearJit )iist itiglit  ivlien  l was ti)'  mglo  in)l asleep ;it 12:30  AM. My granddaugbter spciit tlie mB1it liere last mglit andslie tliouBlit  t)iere waS soinclliinB  lVrOng wil'i our rc[rigcrator. Slic did not realize Nie noise was coinmB m taron'ioutside. Please ;idd  us to tlic list  o!aunliappy  people  about tl'ic i'ioise. So soi'iy  tve will not bc able to atletid tbcinccting.  Make  sure ill("41 kllOW tlicrc  ilTC tWO OtllCr peal)1€ lVhO are 1101 at 1110 meeting WIIO aT'e bollicred b}' tl'ie110ice. Tl'ianks.  Dcl.  Caml  and Jack.

> On I)cc  28, 2022,  at 9:11 AM-  wrote:

Del I cannot  figure  out  how  to get on the  website. I do not know anything about computers. That noiseis almost  nonstop  day and night. At nigi'it  it might stop for 5 minutes and then starts back up again. Iam in tears  at night  because I have no place to go to get away from the noise so I can sleep. OnSaturday  and Sundaysl  noticedldo  not hear  the noise. They must not operate on those days.
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Delores  Tocco  Tekieli  & Edward  Tekieli:

Statement  regarding  the  Land O'Lakes  Plant

When  we downsized  six years  ago from  our  home  on the  shores  of Lake Erie, we never  thought  that  we

could  move  to a place that  would  compare.  To our  delight,  we moved  into  wonderful  community  where

we are happy  even without  the  sunsets  on the  lake. The neighbors  are wonderful,  great  activities,  pool,

workout  room  and close proximity  to Family  and downtown  Kent. Plus, our  new  home  is just  beautiful.

What  could  be better!

For the  past  couple  years,  I have been experiencing  low-grade  headaches  almost  daily,  although  if we

were  gone  all day, I had no headache.  Ithought  it was my allergies.  We spend  the  Winters  in Florida,

and I don't  get  the headaches  there.  This summer,  we were  aware  that  the  noise  from  the Land O'Lakes

plant  seemed  louder.  We can't  even open  our  windows  to let in Spring  breezes.  When  we are in bed at

night,  we could  hear  the  loud droning  of machinery.  I buy  the  Land O'Lakes  whipped  butter  at least  3 or

4 times  per month  and I tell  my husband  that  they  are churning  my butter.  For so many  nights  the  noise

is so loud  that  I must  take  a sleeping  pill to fall  asleep.  Taking  sleeping  pills  are not  good  for  anyone.

Often,  there  is loud banging  that  wakes  us up, usually  around  3 to 4 am, it sounds  like machinery

starting  up. The loud noise  sometimes  goes in cycles  of  stopping  and starting.  When  I'm in my sunroom,

I'm aware  of  the  loud  sounds  coming  from  the LO'L that  can be heard  over  my  TV.

Before  we left  for  Florida  on January  7th,  I wrote  on the  website  several  times  whenever  I heard  the

disturbing  noise.  I realized  that  Ifl  was home  all winter,  I would  only  go to the  website  occasionally,  not

daily  or  several  times  weekly.  And that  would  be a problem.  Itruly  appreciate  our  community  having  the

ability  to report  the  disturbances  on the  website  although  many  of  our  neighbors  do not use  the

computer.

We live in a beautiful  senior  community  with  condos  selling  in the  S300K.  When  we purchased  our

property,  we were  not  even aware  that  there  were  railroad  tracks  behind  our  home,  let alone  a factory.

We have been told  that  the  sounds  are from  the  trains.  NO, the  train  whistle  announces  the  train,  and

the  train  is gone  after  a few  minutes.

In this  highly  technical  age, there  are many  choices  of  sound  abatement  materials  available.  Land

O'Lakes  is not  a poor  company,  but  a very  successful  one  with  quality  products.  Their  balance  sheet

indicates  that  they  are more  than  capable  of  doing  something  to ensure  our  quality  of  life  without  their

disturbing  sounds.  City  Officials  are trying  to measure  the  sound  with  meeting  decimal  sound  levels.

Unless  you come  into  our  bedroom  at 11:30  at night  or in my sunroom,  you are not  getting  the  full

picture.  Our  lives and health  are affected  by disruptions  to our  sleep  by these  disturbing  sounds.

What  are the  remedies?  Ifthe  nOiSe continues,  we are not  going  to aCCept this  intrusion  intO Our  liVeS. It

is time  for  City Officials  to look  for  money  in the  Governor's  office  in COVID relief  money  to assist  Land

O'Lakes.  But if not,  what  are our  next  choices???  We can't  live like this.

This situation  is fixable.

Delores  Tocco  Tekieli  & Edward  Tekieli

Kent,  OH 44240  232 Shaw Drive
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Del  Tekieli:

February  9"  Statement

First  of  all,  I want  to  thank  the  City  Officials  for  the  time  and  effort  they  have  committed  to helping  our

community.  I'm so sorry  that  I cannot  be here  because  my  husband  just  had a surgical  procedure  here

in Florida  to  find  out  if  the  cancer  treatments  work.

For  months  our  neighborhood  has been  tormented  by a variety  of  sounds,  including  grinding,  banking,

roaring,  humming,  droning,  whirling  and  churning.  The  sounds  are  not  the  trains  which  have  a loud

warning  whistle  and  are  gone  in a couple  minutes.  It is not  road  noise  from  Rt 261  since  there  is not

high  traffic  24/7. There  is proof  that  it is the Land O'Lakes  plant.

In a US News  article  by HealthDay  News,  dated  February  1",  2023,  the  headline  read  "Sleeping  Pills

Linked  to High  Risk for  Dementia".

The article  went  on to  say that  "Seniors  who  frequently  take  sleeping  medications  may  be raising  their

risk  for  developing  Alzheimer's  Disease.

The  article  also  stated  that  "researchers  found  that  older  white  adults  who  often  took  sleep  aids  had a

79%  chance  of  developing  dementia  compared  to  those  who  never  or  rarely  used  them."  That  is me and

many  of  my  friends  and  neighbors.

I would  have  never  suspected  that  the  company  that  makes  my  favorite  whipped  butter,  would  affect

not  only  my  quality  of  life  in the  most  special  of  neighborhoods,  but  also  my  physical  and mental  health.

I believe  that  the  City  of  Kent  Officials  will  do  what  is right  in protecting  its most  vulnerable  residents

who  deserve  a good  quality  of  life.

Lastly,  I want  to  thank  my  wonderful  neighbors  who  have  signed  the  petition,  visited  the  website  to

register  their  complaints  and  who  took  the  time  to write  a statement  and come  to  these  meetings.

And  especially,  Matt  & Candra  Morrison  who  had lead  our  mission.  We  are  all in this  together.

Del Tekieli
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Judy Filippone:

1 am presenting  this statement  in addition  to the comments  I submitted  via a website  from  City of Kent

Health & Safety. I have no way of  knowing  if those  comments  were  successfully  received.

The noise was first  noticeable  to me in Sept or act  if  this year. I have lived at this location  since  2013.

While  I may recall hearing  a humming  noise outside,  I was never  bothered  by it. Now the 'hum'  is

constant  24/7 Mon-Fri.  It sounds  like the equipment  is now shut down  early Sat morning  and started  up

again  early  Mon  morning.

My bedroom  is on the driveway  facing East towards  the woods  and Land O Lakes factory.  The  head  of

my bed is on the garage side South and East. Noise on m wall  is loud and pulsating,  fading  in and out  and

sometimes  not  audible  for  30 seconds before  starting  up again. Almost  vibrating...  nighttime  is when  it

bothers  me the most. To move the location  of the bed would  not make appreciable  difference.

Most  nights I can 'self-talk'  thru  bedtime  with  difficulty  sometimes  reverting  to moving  to the living

room couch or guest room.  Sleep aids are a last resort.

Trains and 'dumps'  from  Shelly Co. Don't  bother  me. This noise is constant.  Interrupted  with  variables  of

intensity  and decibels.  It's annoying  and sometimes  debilitating.

I am hoping  for  a company  'fix'  to correct  an obvious  problem  that  has fallen  on our  community.

Judy Filippone

Unit 186  Shaw Drive, Kent
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Robert  & Karla  Schaffer:

STATEMENT  REGARDING  LAND  O LAKES PLANT

We have  enjoyed  living  at  the  Crossing  at Golden  Pond  for  the  past  4 years.  It is a beautiful  community

with  great  neighbors!

Unfortunately  we  constantly  hear  the  loud  humming  and moaning  noises  coming  from  the  Land  O Lakes

Plant  which  seems  to have  worsened  recently.

The noise  is so loud  we  can hear  it through  our  closed  windows  over  our  TV and at times  will  cause  the

windows  to  vibrate.  There  are also  nights  that  it has  effected  our  sleeping.

We  are  very  concerned  that  if  this  problem  continues  we  will  not  be able  to fully  enjoy  our  patio  when

the  weather  breaks  or  be able  to  open  our  windows  to  enjoy  the  fresh  air.

We  appreciate  the  efforts  of  all to resolve  this  issue  as we  know  it is fixablell

Robert  & Karla  Schaffer

278  Shaw  Dr.

Kent,  OH 44240
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Matthew  Momson:

We  moved  into  5185  Sunnybrook  Rd in June  of  2021.  The  first  year  of  living  in this  neighborhood  we

learned  how  lucky  We Were  tO find  this  property.  The  neighborhood  is quiet  and  has  a small  community

of  friendly  folks  that  surrounds  us.  One  of  the  many  perks  that  my  wife  and  t noticed  that  first  year  v.ias

when  we  had  the  windows  open  in the  back  of  our  house,  we  could  hear  the  fountains  in  tl'ie  pond

behind  our  property.  We  took  advantage  of  this  several  nights  in  2021  and  the  first  half  of  2022.

In the  middle  of  the  summer  of  2022,  we  were  woken  up  around  3:30am  to  the  sound  of  this  pulsating

droning  hum  that  we  never  heard  since  we  moved  in. It was  unnerving  and  since  we  both  were  awake,

we  were  listening  outside  trying  to  figure  out  if it was  a plane  in the  distance  or  an idling  vehicle  parked

somewtiere,  but  we  couldn't  determine.  We  closed  tlie  windows  and  annoyingly  to  our  surprise  the

humming  noise  could  be heard  coming  right  through  the  walks,  keeping  us awake.  The  noise  stopped

around  midmorning,  and  we  don't  recall  hearing  it  the  rest  of  that  week  with  this  first  experience.  As

time  went  on  over  tlie  summer  and  into  the  fall  the  noise  would  return  and  we  would  hear  it  overnight

once  a week,  then  sometimes  twice  a week,  then  it would  continue  throughout  the  day,  to  the  point  that

it was  pulsating  and  droning,  or  producing  a constant  hum  3-4  days  and  nights  a week,  every  week.

On  one  of  our  evening  walks  through  the  neighborhood  in early  September  2022  we  realized  while  v.ie

were  near  the  cul-de-sac  on  Shaw  Drive,  that  it  was  the  Land  O"Lakes  facility  on  the  other  side  of  the

woods  behind  the  condos.  I called  Land  O'Lakes  directly  and  spoke  with  Eric  Love  (plant  manager)  about

the  noises.  We  had  steady  dialogue  weekly,  around  fixing  this  issue  until  mid-October.  Our  interactions

stopped  in November,  that's  when  I asked  the  City  of  Kent  to  help  with  the  problem  noises.

These  noises  have  been  steadily  disrupting  our  sleep  since  September  of  2022.  The  sound  cannot  be

ignored  when  trying  to  sleep,  due  to  the  constant  hum  or  pulsating  and  constant  droning  rhythm  it

produces.  In a desperate  attempt  at  soundproofing  our  home  I had  the  exterior  walls  reinsulated  on

11/29/2022.  The  iow  frequency  sounds  still penetrate  through  our  walls  and  keep  us awake.

For  months  I have  been  taking  3 over-the-counter  sleeping  pills(Diphenhydramine  HCI 25mg,  more  than

the  2-pill  recommended  dose)  to  force  myself  to  fall  asleep  through  the  sound,  however  I find  tl'iat  it will

help  me  fatl  asleep  while  the  noise  is going,  the  noise  will  stil1 wake  me  up  after  a couple  hours.  My  ivife

and  I each  purchased  white  noise  macliines  to  help  mask  the  sound,  however  the  tone  is still  heard

when  the  vihite  noise  devices  are  both  going.  I have  !ost  track  of  how  many  weeks  I have  been  kept

awake  2-3  days  in a row  with  no  actual  sleep.  Outside  of  the  many  health  issues  that  sleep  deprivation

presents,  I notice  myself  getting  anxiety  when  I liear  anything  that  remotely  resembles  the  tone.  On

nights  when  the  sound  is not  being  made,  I find  myself  not  being  able  to  sleep  due  to  the  anxiety  of

worrying  about  it  starting  up  again.  It is wearing  on  my  physical  and  mental  wellbeing.  The  lack  of  steep

is impacting  my  production  at  work,  my  memory,  I look  physically  different  from  the  constant  sleep

deprivation,  anytime  I am  not  at  home  I find  myseif  easily  dozing  off  (such  as when  driving)  because  of

how  little  sleep  I get  during  the  week.  City  officials  have  described  this  as being  a disruption  of  "my

quality  of  life",  It is beyond  that;  this  is sound  torture.  The  noise  is an  intrusive  sound  tliat  I am  having  to

deal  with  inside  the  walls  of  my  own  home.  I cannot  escape  the  sounds  and  it  robs  me  of  sleep  weekly.

Land  O"Lakes  boasts  about  making  the  world  a better  place,  being  responsible  partners  and  good

neighbors.  Even  stating  they  are  a force  for  good  in our  communities  -  and  for  our  planet  -  and  it is a

role  they  take  seriously.  I am  begging  Land  O'Lakes  to  please  work  with  our  city  officials  and  immediately

abate  these  noises  produced  at  the  facility  located  in Kent,  OH  for  the  health  and  safety  of  the  impacted

nearby  residents.
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Candra  Morrison:

Land  O'  Lakes  Statemeni

The  first  s months  of2021,  my  husband  & I looked  at  a to 4 houses  aweek  during the
hotiest  housing  market  We have  Seen  in decades.  But  the  moment  We SaW the  home on
Sunnybrook  Rd,  we  knew  it was  the  one  for  us. This  was  our  dream  home.  We  even said that if
the offer  we  made  on it wasnt  accepted,  we  were  going  to  Step  house  hunting  & wait.
Thankfully,  our  offer  was  accepted  & we  were  able  to move  in June  2021.

That  first  summer,  it was  so nice  to be able  to have  our  windows  open  or Si[ OLlt On Our
newly built  patio  & enjoy  how  incredibly  quiet  the  neighborhood  was.  There  was  no noise from
neighbors  & we  could  hear  the  fountains  in the  pond  behind  US. So serene!  We  frequently  slept
with the windows  open,  the  sounds  ofthe  fountains  lulling  US tO sleep.

This  past  summer,  we  started  hearing  a rhythmic  humming  noise  randomly  at night  &
sometimes  during  the  dag.  Throughout  the  summer  the  nOiSe  beCame  more  & more frequent,
day  Or night,  to the  point  of  being  consistent  every  week  by the  end  ofAugust.  It WaS around this
time  we  realized  On One of  Our walks  down  Shaw  Dr, that  the  noise  WaS coming  from the Land
O' LakeS  faCtOry.  We  kneW  tt"iiS becauSe  We Can See it through  ttie  trees  5ehind  ttie COndOS & it
WaS the  10udeSt  right  there.  By early  September,  we  Were  being  kept  aWde  Or Waken  up by ttiiS
pulsating  humming  noise  muttiple  nights  per  week,  aS well  AS hearing  throughout  Our work
day(we  both  work  from  home).

We  haVe  been  doing  What  We Can tO blOCk Out the  nOiSe. We'Ve  reinsulated  the walls  of
the  house,  we  sleep  with  sound  machines  on either  side  of our  bed,  we  take  sleeping  pills &
melatonin.  Nothing  helps  us to sleep  through  the  night  because  the  nOiSe COmeS ttirough  Our
walls  keeping  us awake  or  waking  us if we  do  fall  asleep.  As  the  months  have gone on, we are
having  chronic  headaches.  our  anxiety  is higher,  & our  exhausUon  is showing  in our production
at  WOrk. Througtiout  thiS  process  & talking  with  the  senior  CitiZenS  in Our neighborhood,  it is
heanbreaking  to hear  how  much pain they are in being so close to this noise & how much it is
affecting  their  health.  I knOW tiOW muCfi  pain We are in & it iS WOrSe far them. It'S awful.

I can't  express  enough  gratitude  to the city for helping us with our request. I hope Land
O' Lakes  will  listen  to us & be the "good  neighbor"  they claim to be on the mission statement
that  they  have  on their  website.

Candra  Morrison

5185  Sunnybrook  Rd.

Kent,  OH
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lane  Gwinn

Hi Del,

I've  been  meaning  to  tell  you  this  for  a while,  and  on my  thought,  I'd let  you  know  now.  You  asked  some  people  to

contact  you about the noise  level and what's  @oing  on.  Well,  here's  my  statement.  The  noise  is constant  all day  every

day there are some  breaks when it seems  quieter  but at night when  I get  ready  to  go to  bed  it's  iust  a hum  constantly

humming  all  the  time  it's  doing  it now  as

we  have  dinner.  We  can  hear  it  all thmugh  dinner  and  all through  the  house  I could  write  you  every  day  but  that's

what's  going  on it's  every  day.

Jane  Gwinn

184  Shaw  Dr

Sent  from  my  iPhone

Nancy  Wachsmuth:

I'm not able  to attend,  but I live across  from

LoL and can hear  the  manufacturing  sounds

all day, even  when  I don't  have  my hearing

aids on. It isn't  as noisy  in the summer  with

the leaves  on the  trees.  I feel  the  company

can make  an adjustment  to curb  the noise.

Nancy  Wachsmuth,  234  Shaw  Dr, tree  side
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Ist Townhall  Notes  from  December  29'h, 2022  - 6:30pm

Following  are notes  of  the  Town  Hall Meeting  on December  29, 2022  with  City  of  Kent  officials  regarding

the  disturbing  sounds  coming  from  the  Land O'Lakes  plant.

In attendance:  18  Crossings  residents  (7 representing  couples)  7 Sunnybrook  residents  and  City  Officials:

Robin  Turner,  our  Ward  3 Councilman;  Roger  Sidoti,  At-Large  Councilman;  Hope  Jones,  Law Director;

loan  Seidel,  Commissioner  of  Health  & Safety.

Matt  Morrison  (Sunnybrook  Rd) introduced  the  City  Officials  and  gave  his background  of  contacting  the

management  of  Land O'Lakes,  beginning  in September,  regarding  the  disturbing  sounds  emanating  from

the  plant.  Matt  Morrison  was  able  to record  the  sounds  on his phone  and play  through  his home  sound

system.  The  noise  is heard  throughout  his home.

Councilman  Robin  Turner  had talked  to  City  Departments  regarding  the  disturbing  sounds  emanating

from  the  plant.  The  Operations  Manager,  Eric Love  was  not  willing  to  discuss  the  problem  with  him  or

attend  our  meeting  due  to  legal  ramifications.  They  stated  the  noise  is not  from  their  plant.

Del Tekieli  (232)  read  two  statements  from  neighbors  regarding  the  sounds  - Nancy  Wachsmuth  (234)  &

Caroline  Lotzgeselle  (263).  Del mentioned  the  petition  (for  Land O'Lakes  management  to abate  the

sounds)  with  58 signatures.

Karen  Dobrilovic  (111)  said  she called  the  Police  at 3:45  am one  morning  because  of  the  loud  sounds

coming  through  her  home.  She said that  she doesn't  get  returned  calls  from  plant  and  hasn't  slept  well

in 6 or  8 months.

Councilman  Sidoti  asked  about  shift  changes  -two  or  three  possibly  causing  sounds  or  product  changes

(has  three  shifts).  Councilman  Sidoti  said  that  he has driven  to our  street  numerous  times  and hasn't

heard  anything.  Health  Commissioner  Joan  Seidel  said she has sent  staff  to  check  on sounds,  but  they

haven't  heard  anything.  (We  know  they  must  get  out  of  their  cars.)

Robert  Shaffer  (278)  suggested  that  the  sounds  mimic  dumping  metal,  blowers  and  at  time,  someone  is

also  playing  a loud  boom  box  (possibly  someone  on break).

Jere  Sitko  (267)  stated  that  when  he walks  his dog  to  the  top  of  the  street,  the  sounds  are very  loud.
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Larry  Schmersal  (254)  flies  his drone  over  the  plant  and says  the  sounds  are  coming  from  the  four

cooling  towers.

See below
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Councilman  Sidoti  questioned  if  the  sounds  could  be from  the  other  plant.  Nancy  Paulus  (168)  stated

that  the  other  plant  is closed  on Sunday,  and  she could  still  hear  the  noise  from  L'OL plant.

Matt  Morrison  had several  conversations  with  Eric Love,  Plant  Manager,  who  first  admitted  there  was  a

problem  and  was  willing  to  work  with  him,  then  refused  to  take  or  answer  his calls.  Matt  researched

specific  sound  barriers  for  industrial  continuous-running  rooftop  equipment  that  he shared  with  Eric

Love.

Our  own  Larry  Schmersal  (254)  has had  extensive  experience  with  sound  abatement.

Councilman  Robin  Turner  heard  the  sounds  when  he visited  Matt's  home  when  Matt  played  it through

his sound  system.  He stated  that  the  City  Officials  must  determine  if  there  is anything  in City  Law that

covers  this  situation.  It could  fit  under  Nuisance  law,  but  it was  designed  for  students'  parties.  He also

mentioned  zoning  laws.

Ms. Jones  said our  properties  are  1,700  ft.  from  the  plant.  Nancy  Paulus  (168)  said  that  this  is the

loudest  in three  years.

Sue Schmersal  (254)  asked  about  environmental  issues.  This  is a major  consideration.

Del Tekieli  (232)  asked  what  steps  the  City  would  take  next.  The Law Diredor  Hope  Jones,  said  they

would  talk  with  the  Operations  Manager,  Eric Love.

Judy  Filippone  (186),  who  lives  directly  across  from  the  Clubhouse,  said  that  noise  was  louder  in

September  and  Fall (when  the  leaves  were  still  on).  Others  agreed.

Ed Tekieli  (232)  asked  if  City  Inspectors  have  checked  plant.  Cindy  Marsh  (Sunnybrook)  asked  if residents

on Mogadore  Road heard  the  noise.
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Councilman  Turner  mentioned  that  the  topography  of  area  makes  a difference.  He asked  that  we  give

the  City  OffiCialS  a little  time  tO WOrk  With  the  plant  management.  The  City  Officials  will  meet  as a group

to decide  how  to  proceed.  Then  meet  with  plant  management.  Law Director  Jones  said they  would  send

a letter  as a start.

Councilman  Turner  said that  we  won't  do this  as adversarial,  but  diplomatically

Kevin  Williams  (113)  asked  who  will  do what  next?  Get  them  to admit  the  problem.

Law Director  Jones  said that  we  may  have  to  institute  a civil  lawsuit  if  LOL won't  make  any  changes.

Karen  Dobrilovic  (111)  suggested  that  we  should  call  Chanel  19  News.  Law  Director  Jones  discouraged

that  action.  Del Tekieli  (232)  said  to let's  try  to  do  this  diplomatically  to  give  them  a chance  to  be good

neighbors.  Del thanked  the  City  Officials  for  attending  and  the  meeting  ended.

After  the  meeting  concluded,  Crossings'  Board  member,  Bob Heim,  told  Councilman  Sidoti  about

hearing  the  sound  recently.  It sounds  like  equipment  rotating  with  a bad bearing  or  that  is out  of  round.

Bob  and Mr.  Sidoti  also  discussed  the  likelihood  of  vibrations  from  the  plant  equipment  being

transmitted  via the  ground  and  bedrock  underlying  the  area.  (Bedrock  is 1,500  to  2,500  ft  below

ground.)

-Del  Tekieli  (232)
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2nd Townhall  Notes  from  February  9'h, 2023  - 6:30pm

Following  are  minutes  ofthe  City  of  Kent  officials  meeting  with  residents  of  the  Crossings  at Golden

Pond  Condominium  (Crossings)  and  nearby  residents  from  Sunnybrook  Road,  regarding  the  disturbing

sounds  coming  from  the  Land  O'Lakes  (LOL) Plant  on Mogadore  Road.

Attendees  from  the  City  of  Kent  included:  Hope  Jones  -  Law Director,  Joan  Seidel  -  Commissioner  of

Health  & Safety,  Robin  Turner  - Ward  3 Councilman,  and a student  (Joe)  from  Kent  State  who  was

involved  in the  recent  test  recordings  made  by the  city.

Approximately  36-40  residents  of  the  Crossings  and nearby  neighborhood  were  in attendance.

Matt  Morrison,  nearby  Sunnybrook  resident,  opened  the  meeting  with  introductory  remarks  and

highlights  of  his meetings  and  discussions  with  Roger  Sidoti  -  At-Large  Councilman,  associated  with  their

observations  and  recordings  of  the  sounds  coming  from  the  LOL Plant.  The sounds  were  heard  by Matt

and Roger at various POintS On ShaW DriVe  and the neighbOrhOOd,  at Matt'S  home On Sunnybrook, as

well  as over  at the  LOL Plant.

Matt  also  brought  sound  equipment  to  the  meeting  and used it to  demonstrate  for  the  attendees,  his

recordings  at a variety  of  different  times  and locations.  His recordings  included  both  normal  sounds  at

the  various  locations  and  from  times  when  the  disturbing  sounds  were  observed  and recorded.  Most

attendees  concurred  that  Matt  had  captured  the  disturbing  sounds  accurately.

Nancy  Wachsmuth,  Unit  234  Crossings  resident,  stated  she had  a hearing  test  earlier  today  and has 30%

loss of  hearing  and  still  hears  noise  inside  her  home.  She then  paraphrased  a statement  from  Del Tekieli,

Unit  232,  who  was  unable  to  attend  the  meeting,  regarding  the  disturbing  sounds  that  may  contribute

to health  issues  and  the  need  for  a solution.  Nancy  also asked  a question  about  whether  LOL Plant

employees  are required  to wear  ear  protection,  which  could  not  be answered  by the  attendees.

Various  other  residents  of  the  Crossings  made  comments  about  their  written  statements  and  the

disturbing  sounds,  including:  Karen  Dobrilovic,  Unit  Ill  on Shaw  Dr and  Diane  Hadaway,  Unit  225 on

Shaw  Dr. Karen  noted  that  the  sounds  from  her  perspective  are  at  their  worst  between  the  hours  of  2

and 5 AM  in the  morning.  This  time  period  was  also  consistent  with  the  comments  made  earlier  by Matt

about  the  disturbing  sounds  keeping  him  awake  during  the  night.  Diane  noted  the  case when  her

daughter  was  staying  overnight  and  trying  to  sleep  in their  guest  room  which  faces  Shaw  Dr. Her

daughter  was  unable  to  sleep  because  of  the  noise,  she stated  sounded  like  a helicopter  outside  her

window  all night  and Diane  had  to  get  her  earplugs.

Another  resident  noted  that  there  were  also banging  noises  coming  from  the  plant  in the  early  hours  of

the  morning.  Others  agreed  and noted  that  the  banging  could  be coming  from  Republic's  waste

collections.  Matt  talked  about  the  trash  removal  scenario  with  Roger  and Roger  advised  that  the

collection  was  not  supposed  to happen  until  after  7am,  Rog,er mentioned  to  Matt  that  he had  a part  in

that  city  ordinance.  Hope  Jones  commented  about  other  problems  with  collections  by Republic  in the

city  and  noted  that  she could  deal  with  that  situation.  Matt  agreed  that  the  banging  noise  was  an easy

fix  if  it was  the  trash  removal  however  the  main  concern  is the  humming.
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Hope  said  she had talked  to City  Manager  and  wanted  to bring  in Land O'Lakes  to talk  and ask them  to

be good  neighbors  and  to  investigate  sound  barriers.  She also  stated  that  Kent  had gotten  rid of  any

decibel  laws,  she is doing  research  on other  cities  and states  for  their  sound  and  decibel  laws.  Someone

on council  (Tracy  Wallach)  asked  for  Low  Frequency  Noises  to  be on the  year's  council  agenda.  Officials

reached  out  to Kent  State  for  a sound  engineer  and have  not  gotten  a response  (university  may  not  be

comfortable  with  the  project)

Law Director  Hope  Jones  and Health  Commissioner  loan  Seidel  then  presented  a package  of  materials

(Attached)  including  charts  and  graphs  related  to  the  recordings  of  sound  levels  made  by various

individuals  on behalf  of  the  city  at four  points  around  the  area  and  a control  point  in the  city.  loan  also

noted  that  in total  98 separate  entries,  from  15  different  addresses,  had been  made  to  the  website  that

she had created  to  capture  the  specific  dates,  times,  and  locations  of  the  disturbing  sound  events

recorded  by residents.

loan  spoke  of  the  equipment  used,  explaining  they  were  using  smart  phones  with  apps,  not  professional

devices  also  acknowledged  that  no recording  were  taken  in the  evening  or  from  inside  anyone's  homes.

It should  also be noted  that  a number  of  statements  from  residents  were  collected  by Del Tekieli  and  are

available  to  further  document  their  experiences  with  the  disturbing  sounds  and related  impacts  upon

their  lives.

In summary,  Hope  Jones  and  the  other  City  officials  were  concurring  with  the  group  of  residents  that

there  is a problem/situation  with  the  disturbing  sounds,  and  that  they  are  coming  from  the  LOL Plant.

Further  discussion  centered  around  Regulations  regarding  sound  levels.  Matt  noted  his inquiries  with

the  EPA and  searches  into  city  and  state  regulations  on sound  levels.  However,  the  general  conclusion

from  this  discussion  was  that  there  are  no specific  regulations  on low  frequency  sounds  that  apply  in this

situation.  Hope  agreed  and  also  noted  that  the  city  does  not  have  the  expertise  or equipment  for

measuring  low  frequency  sounds  at this  point.

At  about  this  point  in the  discussions,  the  emphasis  shifted  to the  next  steps.

Matt  asked  what  the  next  steps  were  and  when  can we  expect  updates,  stated  that  the  neighborhood  is

holding  their  breath  and being  as patient  as possible  but  meanwhile  this  noise  continues  weekly

disrupting  everyone's  sleep  and  wellbeing.  Robin  mentioned  several  times  the  neighborhood  could  do

whatever  we  felt  was  necessary  and asked  for  ideas.  Matt  mentioned  that  at the  beginning  of  the

meeting  he complimented  the  neighborhood  on being  patient  and not  making  this  public,  but  we  aren't

being  given  any  solid  commitments.  Matt  stated  that  this  is a health  concern  and when  this  meeting  is

over  everyone  goes  home,  the  neighborhood  would  still  hear  the  noise  at 2:30am,  so the  frustration  will

continue.

The conversation  shifted  to  avoiding  going  public,  Robin  said if  we  do go public  we would  cut  off  our

nose  to  spite  our  face  because  of  property  value  concerns.

Kent  OH Land O'Lakes  Noise  Abatement  Campaign 30
03.15.23 Attachment #1

Page 43 of 168



Matt  noted  for  Robin and the attendees  that  Roger Sidoti had suggested  to him that  he attend  an

upcoming  meeting  of  City Council on 2/15/2023  and present  his observations  and recordings  about  the

disturbing  sounds, and it's personal  impact  on him and other  area residents.  Matt  asked, "wouldn't

doing  this next week make this matter  become  public?"  Matt  also emphasized  his desired  actions  were

for  a quick resolution  to the disturbing  noises.

In response  tO that  suggestion  from  Roger aS presented  by Matt,  the City  OffiCialS  and attendees

generally  agreed that  he should hold off  on attending  a City Council meeting.  The thinking  and

discussion  was that  such a presentation  could expand  the scope of  the situation  and get others  involved,

and possibly  including  the press. Robin and others  again suggested  that  the non-confrontationa)

approach  would  be better.

Matt  agreed and even stated  in his initial  conversation  with  Roger they  discussed that  maybe next  week

would  be too aggressive and perhaps  the March  meeting  would  be better.

Robin stated  that  the issue is not  a council  issue. Matt  responded  to this stating  that  the EPA said to  call

council,  the police captain  said to call council,  community  development  said to call council  and now  we

are being told it isn't  for  council.  Robin said people  will have different  opinions  about  who should be

handling  this  we need to figure  who that  would  be. Law Director  Hope stepped  in and stated  that

council  needs to help and she was going work  with  her boss to set up a meeting  with  LOL in the next

couple  of weeks.

Both Hope and Joan suggested  that  the city officials  arrange a meeting  with  LOL Plant management,

including  Matt  and several other  representatives  of  the group  present  at the meeting.  Hope said Land

O'Lakes is normally  receptive  to city  requests.  Hope noted that  her boss was out  of  town  the next  day,

so she would  talk  to him early next  week.

Robin Turner  at this time  concurred  with  the idea of  a sit-down  meeting  with  city  officials,  LOL

management  and some of the residents  affected  by the disturbing  sounds. One of  Robin's main  points

was emphasizing  the importance  of  a low-key  meeting  with  the LOL personnel  in a non-confrontational

manner,  and just  asking to discuss the situation  and what  can be done for  a resolution.

The conclusion  to the above discussion  and the meeting  was that  Hope Jones would  proceed  early next

week with  setting  up the meeting  with  top level city  officials,  Land O'Lakes officials,  Matt  and some

additional  residents  from  Shaw Drive who are impacted  by the disturbing  sounds
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City's  Findings

The  following  points  of  information  were  presented  by Joan  Seidel  at  the  2"d Townhall  meeting  held  on

2/9/2023.

Land  O'Lakes  Sound  10  Sec  ReadingsCD

Address

Shaw  Dr

rear

Indian  Valley

Dr  (KntRdg)

Shaw  Dr

entrance

Amer.

Legion

rear

Mamn  and

Lake  (control)

Date/Time
1/11/23 10:27  AM 10:16  AM iO:24  AM lO:10  AM

db low 46.8 44.4 46.2 45

db high  61.3 71.8 59 58

db avg 53.2 52.3 51.7 52

notes  i air plane  ' air  plane traffic truck  '

Date/Time
1/12/23_ 3:00  PM ' 2:55  PM  - 2:58  PM 2:49  PM

db low . - 34.9  - ' - 31.3  ' 41.7 45.1 '

db high - 59.7 ' 61.1  - 53.3  - 69.3

db avg - 47.3 , 46.2 47.5_. 57.2 .

notes idling  truck

Date/Time
1/12/23 8:38  AM 8:33  AM 8:35  AM 8:46  AM

db low 40.3 33.3 34.5 40.3

db high 61.3 65.3 47.5 67.9

db avg 49.8 44.3 41.6 54.1

notes

Date/Time
1/13/2023 8:08  AM . 8:00  AM 8:05  AM ffi:14AM 8:25  AM  

db low 42.9 . 42.3 46.6 49.7 - 45.5  - "

db high 63.6 63.3 79.7  - 77.4 65.7

db avg 49.3 49.B.  60.6  . 61.9 52.6

notes  _ faint  hum traffic - traffic  - idling  truck ' traffic  -

Date/Time
1/13/23 11:36AM 11:36AM 11:30AM 11:25  AM 11:13AM

db low 39.9 44.2 42.2 55.1 39.4

db high 67.4 58.9 79 68.1 54.8

db avg 49.5 50.1 61 .7 58.9 44.7

notes traffic idling  truck traffic

Date/Time
1/13/23 2:29  PM 2:22  PM 2:27  PM 2:18  PM 2:42  PM

db low '45.6  - 47.7 43.7 , 48.3 , 46.3  -

db high  . _ 67.4 . 78.7 73.4 76.5 _ . 78.1   _

db avg 51.9  , , , 61.1, 52.2 55.6 60:9

' notes traffic

Date/Time

1/17/23 8:04  AM 7:57  AM 8:00  AM 7:52  AM 8:17AM

db low 48.3 48.2 38 48.1 53.9

db high 66.8 76.5 49.7 55.8 63.2
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db avg 54.2 60 43.9 51.7 58.5

notes traffic traffic low hum idling  truck traffic

Date/Time
1/17/23 1:44  PM 1:36  PM 1:39  PM 1:30  PM 1:20  PM

 dblow 43.2 44.6 45.7 53.9 60.1

db high 82.3 73.7 76 73 79.9

db avg 66.7 55.7 59.4 60.4 64

notes motor traffic traffic idling  triick st sweeper,  truck

Date/T  ime
1/18/23 8:39  AM 8:34  AM 8:37  AM 8:09  AM 8:21 AM

db low 47.7 43.9 45.7 20.1 38.6

db high 66.3 66.7 73.1 76.1 49.1

db avg 54 48.9 62.2 57.9 42.6

notes traffic traffic trash  truck idling  truck

Date/Time 1:40  PM 1:38PM  . 1:41  PM 1:32  PM 1:16  PM

db low 43.4 43.7 51.5 46.9 44.2

db high 63.2 72.2 62 80.3 51.6

db avg 50.1 52.8 55.8 62.9 50.3

notes

machine
hum/birds traffic

idling  mail

truck idling  truck traffic

Date/Time
1/18/23 2:28  PM 2:22  PM 2:26  PM 2:34  PM 2:12  PM

db low 41 .9 43.9 44.5 46.34 43.6

db high  (10
sec) 75.2 67.3 74.6 62.7 54.4

, dbavg 54.2 48.6 54.6 53.9 47.8

notes traffic

Date/T  ime

1/19/23 8:29  AM 8:25  AM 8:27  AM 8:34  AM 8:11 AM

dblow(10
sec) 49.6 45.3 48.2 50.3 47.4

db high  (10
sec) 56.8 78.2  , 56 66.4 62.6

db avg 53.5 59.4 52 57.7 50.7

notes traffic traffic

Date/T  ime

1/20/23 8:16  AM 8:10  AM 8:12  AM 8:04  AM 7:50  AM

db low (10

sec) 43.6 46.4 44.7 46.7 46.9

db high  (10

sec) 55.7 80.6 55.7 56 64.8

db avg 49.6 58.6 50.2 51.7 55.1  '

notes traffic/rain

machine
hum

Date/Time

1/20/23 11:33AM 11:al  AM 11:28AM 11:39AM 11:14AM

db low  (10

sec) 48.9 42.3 48.9 52.1 42.5

db high  (10

sec) 82.9 71.7 67 71 .4 60.2

db avg 64.4 48.5 53.2 58 50
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notes flock  of  geese traffic/rain diesel  truck

Date/Time
1/23/23 9:49  AM 9:44  AM 9:47  AM 8:37  AM 9:19  AM

db low  (10
sec) 43 35.6 34.5 43.1 40.9

db high  (10

sec) 70.3 65.9 43.9 66.2 68.7

db avg 53.4 46.9 38.3 52.1 55.8

notes
birds  and

traffic faint  hum traffic traffic

Date/Time

1/23/23 2:38  PM 1:40  PM . 2:34  PM 2:27  PM 2:13  PM

db low  (10
sec) 45.2 54.4 44.3 67.7 46.7

db high  (10
sec) 74.7 79.7 75.2 78.1 ' 76.3

db avg 58 63.2 56.8 73.6 58.1

notes traffic diesel  trucks traffic

Date/T  ime

1/23/23 3:31 PM 3:25  PM 3:28  PM 2:58  PM 3:14  PM

db low  (10
sec) 41.2 41.1 46.1 49_2 35.8

db high  (10
sec) 59 49.7 75.8 72.1 56.2

db avg 45.7 45.3 eo.g 58.1 41.1

notes hum/drone hum/drone traffic idling  truck

Date/Time
1/24/23 8:15AM 8:07  AM 8:10  AM 8:01 AM 8:26

db low  (10
sec) 41 38.6 35.2 42.4 44.8

db high  (10

sec) 77.3 47.1 60.3 53.1 68.3

db avg 51.7 42.4 44.1 47.6 54.5

notes SR  261 traffic machinery machinery machinery traffic

Date/Time
1/24/23 3:01 PM 2:59  PM 2:56  PM 2:52  PM 2:41 PM

db low  (10
sec) 53.9 54.6 48.2 44.5 52.7

db high  (10
sec) 70.1 72.8 63 64.3 65

db avg 60.6 61.4 57.1 57 56.3

notes traffic/airplane

Date/T  ime
1/25/23 8:08  AM 8:00  AM 8:05  AM 7:54  AM 8:30

dblow(10

sec) 40.9 49.5 37.7 46.2 40.4

db high  (10
sec) 61.9 80.9 50.1 71.9 72

db avg 46.6 67.8 42.7 62.3 51.9
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notes

traffic  w/
background

hum wind traffic

traffic  on SR
261 traffic

Date/Time
1/25/23 2:5al PM 2:47  PM 2:49  PM 2:43  PM 2:33  PM

dblow(10
sec) 47.3 45.4 46.7 49 45.8

db high  (10
sec) 53.8 69 56.9 59 80.3

db avg 50.3 50.5 50.1 55 54.2

notes ..,...3ra4::zpe.  a&

7-----'-=  -2j7VEE-""-K-A-VE-FU-G=E+  -7

idbsloewe)(l0W  44.3 43.8 43.6 47.1

I
I

42.9  I

!dbm!_iegch, (10
lal&

66.6  ' 69,1 63.4 67.8
i

81.8 %
1,,6

*

l'i'2aVg__, __,sy__.o-,,Q,,, 53.0 ,3,,2.;, --  57.1 __,so4  _,_l

aDE61BEL  -KEY  - '

IOdb Breathing,  Almost  quiet

20db Mosquito,  Rustling  leaves

30db Whisper,  Quiet  room

40db Quiet  library,  Park

50db Quiet  office,  Quiet  street

60db Nornial  conversation  at  3ft

70db Busy  traffic,  Vacuum  cleaner

80db Busy  street,  Alarm  clocks

90dt) Diesel  truck,  Power  tools

100db Blow  dryer,  Motorcycle

110db Rock  music,  Car  horns

120db Threshold  of  pain,  Thunder
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Shaw  DrKCHD  Readings

Address

Shaw  Dr

rear

Indian  Valley

Dr  (KntRdg)

Shaw  Dr

entrance

Amer.

Legion

rear

Mamn  and

Lake

(control)

Date/Time
01/17/23  2055

db low 31 31 3"l 48 36

db high 61 58 79 79 65

db avg 51.8 49 50 52 44

notes
mild breeze,
traffic,  hum

mild breeze,
traffic windy

Date/Time
1/18/23  0715

db low 35 43 31 60 49

db high 51 48 36 75 53

db avg 46.7 46.9 47 47.1 51

notes hum
delivery  truck
exiting  drive

Date/Time
1/18/23  2106

db low 37 38 39 45 53

db high 49 46 65 5"l 73

' db avg 43 42 49.8 I 48 I 50.7

notes hum loud car

idling  trucks
workers
talking truck  idling

Date/Time
1/10/2023  0716

db low 45 44 46 49 60.9

, db high 55 78 64 56 65.2

db avg 50 61 47.7 46.4 63.05

notes
261 traffic,
hum,  rain

261 traffic,  rain
gutter,  wind

rain, cars  at

intersection
trucks  idling,

rain
iddling  trucks,

drizzle
DatefTime

1/19/231020to
1100

db low 56 57

db high 85 68

db avg 65 64

notes

hum,  261
traffic,

airplane

hum,Sunny
brook
Traffic

Date/Time
1/19/23

l400tol442

db low 62

db high 91

db avg 68
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notes

hum,  261

traffic

Date/Time
1/20/23  0722-

0746

db low 49 42 37 52 45

db high 63 55 44 66 53

db avg 58.2 48.5 40.5 56.8 60.3

notes

261 truck,
hum,  snow

wind,  261 traffic,

snow

geese,
i hum,  traffic

traffiic,  trucks

idling

snow  traffic  on

Lake

Date/Time
1/20/23  1835-

1900

db low 45 45 38 53 49

db high 57 48 53 59 72

db avg 51 46.5 45.5 56 60.5

notes

261 traffic,
hum 261 traffic,  hum It. hum

trucks  idling,

rain Lake  st traffic

Date/Time
Of/21/23  0806-

0836

db low 33.7 35 31 37 35

db high 41 41 36 47 50

db avg 37.35 38 33.5 42 42.5

notes

hawk,  261

traffic,  hum

crows,  261

traffic

geese,  hum,

traffic trucks  idling traffic,  birds

Date/Time
1/24/2023  1000  -

1030

db low 52 56 64

db high 84 84 80

db avg 68 70 72

notes

261 traffic,
birds,  humm

261 traffic,

reverse  alarm,
humm

261 traffic,  no
humm

Date/Time

1/26/23  0715-
0736

db low 24 23 20 26 38

db high  (10  sec) 32 29 29 31 47

db avg 28 26 24.5 28.5 42.5

notes

hum,
window  up

sl hum,  windows
up

hum,
windows  up

sl hum,  cars,

windows  up

truck,  windows  '
up

Date/Time
1/26/23  1712-

1740

db low  (10 sec) 41 40 31 40 35

db high  (10  sec) 47 48 39 51 46

db avg 44 44 35 45.5 40.5
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notes
loud  car,

Hum,  traffic hum,  261 traffic Hum
261 traffic

cars traffic.  Dog

Date/Time
0716-0742

db low (10 sec) 40 42 39 42 42

db high  (10 sec) 47 69 75 77 79

db avg 43.5 55.5 57 59.5 60.5

notes Loud  hum loud  Hum loud  Hum trucks
loud  whirring,

car

Date/Time'l/26/2

0231112-1233

db low  (10 sec) 41 47 41 51 49

db high  (10 sec) 67 73 76 63 74

db avg 54 60 58.5 57 61.5

notes hum traffic,  hum
traffic,  slight

hum
semi  idling  at
LOL,  no hum

traffic,  hum  from
west

Date/T  imel/26/2
023  1817-1842

db low  (10 sec) 42 41 38 46

db high  (10 sec) 62 47 76 58

db avg 52 44 57 52

notes
hum  traffic

261 261 traffic,  hum
cars  on

Sunnybrook Whirring,truck

Date/Timel/27/2
023  0713-0739

db low (10 sec) 38 41 38 49 35

db high  (10 sec) 67 53 49 55 41

db avg 52.5 47 43.5 52 38

notes 261 traffic hum snow  plow trucks  idling cars  on Lake  st
Date/Timel/27/2

023 1138 1133 1141 1126 1114

db low (10 sec) 26 30 23 29 26

db high  (10 sec) 39 40 35 41 76

db avg 31 36 28 38 36

notes KK KK, Traffic KK KK, traffic KK, Traffic

{ --""-2-W-EE-K-'-A-l;ERaG-E-  ------"---'-"""'-  - -'(

!db low (10 sec) 39.73125 39.86666667 36 47.0625 az.s:sozspz:s, J

Idb high (10 sec) 56.6875 54.46666667
54.9333333

3 61 .25

a a'!

61.09230769  I

L,Jbyg..-..-....._..-,,-48,,$(2%5_:3-,,37,,6,;:-q66J3[

45.4333333

.u._.........._. _,,,,___,,U"!,,,!--,-
i

-H,,os___ozs_gz,z_J
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Decibel  readings  by Kent City  Health  Department  and Community  Devejopmerit

between dates 01/11/23-01/27/23
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Scatter  Plot

Noise  reporting  tjmings  according  to neighbors
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Type  of  noise No.  of  complains

Grinding 5

Humming 20

Droning 29

Motor 8

Pulsating 18

Turbine I

Rumbling 7

Whirring 3

Fan 1
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Overlapping  Times

Table  noting  the  overlapping  times  as reported  by the  Land O'Lakes  neighbors  and as recorded  by Kent

City  Health  Department  and Community  Development.

r)  Addrms  Complain  Time K€:HD/rJ)  : Rtbg

mixes  rng  . tmw
hmrd

01/12/23'  234Shaw  Grinding/Moreoverthei  2:45pm : CDreoorded -l 3:00pm

I Dime past 3 months - I : slight noise -'l -I- 
01/13/23  5185 - Humming from Land , 2:30 pm , Loud noises  ! 2:29 pm

Sunnybrook  O'Lakesgoingnonstop  , , Recordedby

since  last  evening  , , CD  :

01/18/23  254 & 225 Droning no  all -i 9:00- , Noises  , -8:37am  :
Shaw  Driw  mornmg  i 9:30  am : reoorded  by

,CD

01/19/23  278 Shaw Loud constant  . 8:45 am . Moderate  ! &29 am
Drive humming/from  . noises

blowers/motors

01/20/23,  5185 Louddroning/hurnrmng  8:00-  Moderate  8:16&7:46
Sunnybrook  ' 8:30arn  noisesbyCD  am

&263Shaw  andKCHD

Drive

01/20/23  254Shaw  Thefannoisewas  7:30pm  Noises 7:00pm
Drive  present  all  day  and  very  reported  by

loud  KCHD

01/24/23  263Shaw  Loudhumming  8:30am  CDreported  8:lSam
Drive   loadnoises

01/24/23  234Shaw  PulsatingGrinding  9:45am  Veryloud  IO:OOam
Drive  sounds

recorded  by

the  KCt-10

01/26/23  5185 Loud humming sinoe 11:00  Loud noises ' 11:12  am
Sunnybrook  previous  evening  am  reoorded  by

Rd  tmKCt4D
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Number  of  Complaints

Address No. of  complaints

5185  Sunnybrook  Rd 23

278  Shaw  Dr 13

168  Shaw  Dr 10

263 Shaw  Dr 10

225 Shaw  Dr 9

254  Shaw  Dr 6

234  Shaw  Dr 4

232 Shaw  Dr 3

238  Shaw  Dr 3

157  Shaw  Dr 3

252  Shaw  Dr 1

272  Shaw  Dr I

164  Shaw  Dr 1

184  Shaw  Dr 1

262  Shaw  Dr I
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Registered  Complaints

The  following  items  are  details  captured  on Kent's  Board  of  Health  website,  names  and addresses

available  from  Board  of  Health:

i f liti ll mi Q imlJ! Iffa ! _ ,  _ _ '. a _ mWWa
ffi,riql§*

I!lTh$* &'ljjE !=iiill IQi-pl'. li N rP4'4 ThS . '. - - '-. '. "  - '. . - . a' - "  WF'fi,A!4I a " "  ""  -

01/03/23 5:00  AM

Reported  in her  complaint  that  the  sounds  also occurred  even  louder
on this  day  at 07:00  AM  and 12:45  PM

01/03/23 1:00  PM

Laying  in bed,  listening  to loud  humming,  droning  noise  coming  from
plant.  Has been  on & off  since  a little  before  lpm  today.  Has been
consistently  running  since  at least  9:30  when  I came  to  bed.

01/03/23 11:30  PM

When  I went  to bed at 11:30  pm last  night,  the  grinding  sounds  were
loud  & clear.  My  wife  took  a sleeping  pill  at 12:45  since  it was  still  so
loud  that  we  couldn't  sleep.  Ifinally  fell  asleep,  but  when  I got  up
during  the  night,  the  sound  was  still  there.  This  morning  at 7:15,  the
sounds  continued.

01/04/23 7:00  AM

Constant motor  / blower  running  all day  and night since Tuesday
morning  Jan 3rd.  The sound  seems  to be coming  from  Land O Lakes
Factory.  We  have  lived  here  4 years  with  the  noise  but  has intensified
recently.

01/04/23 6:00  AM

I noticed  the  Land o Lakes  mechanical  sound  starting  at 6:00  this
morning,  it is still  making  the  noise  at 10:00  am. It's  a constant

grinding  sound.

01/04/23 4:15  AM

Every  night  between  2:30  and 4am  the  pulsating  or loud  wonging
sounds  begin  and  wake  me up. My  sleep  patterns  have  been

disturbed  after  years  of  this.  I Fall asleep  9pm  and up and awake  at
2:30  or  4am  each  night  and  stay  awake.  Drive  by and you  will  see my
lights  on at this  early  hour  as it has trained  me to  be wake  up
between  2:30-4am  This  does  not  happen  when  I am away  from
home.  I hear  it through  earplugs  and  a clean  air  machine  for  white
noise...it  is still  distinguishable.  The pulsating  roaring  noise  seems  to
taper  off  a bit  around  8am.  It gets  less obvious  around  11:30  to  about
Ipm.  The louder  pulsating  roaring  reaches  a peak  in the  early

evening  around  6pm  to 11pm  or  so. Then  the  process  begins  again  at
2:30  am.  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays  seem  worse,  but  it is always

making  some  noise.  We moved  here  over  4 yrs.  ago and noticed
there  are  hardly  any  birds  around  the  complex  and believe  the
factory  noise  keeps  them  away.  Could  Land O'Lakes  be offered  a tax
break  for  some  environmental  reason  if  they  mitigate  the  noise?  Eric
Love Land O'Lakes  operations  mgr.  first  responded  to Matt  Morrison
that  there  was  a problem,  then  silence.  They  seem  to be gaslighting
nearly  60 residents  telling  us there  is no noise.

01/04/23 9:15  PM

Pulsating  humming  noise  coming  from  machines  at Land O'Lakes.
Started  up around  5:30pm  still  going  at 9:20.

01/04/23 11:15  PM

Noticed  turbine  like  droning  sound  when  turning  off  TV, etc.  to  go to
bed.  Probably  started  earlier,  but  did  not  notice  until  it was  quieter  in
the  condo.
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01/OS/23 12:45  AM

The  noises  from  the  plant  woke  me up  from  a sound  sleep  at  12:45

am  and  again  at  6:QO am.  I can  hear  it now  at  8:30  am over  my  T\/.

The  droning  sounds  go on most  of  the  day.

01/05/23 8:00  AM

Consistent  noise  seeming  to  be coming  from  the  Land  O Lakes  factory

due  to  motors  / blowers  running  constantly.  Four years  that  we have

lived  here  but  noise  is getting  worse

01/05/23 9:00  AM

Pulsating  whine  off  and  on  over  night  and  next  morning  upon  waking

and  removing  earplugs.

01/05/23 12:00  PM

Reported  noise  last  night.  Pulsating  sounded  continued  all night'  until

about  7:30am  this  morning  then  stopped.  Now  it has  been  doing  a

constant  roaring  hum  since  about  9:30am  that  will  gradually  get

louder  to  a point  and  then  gradually  lower  every  few  minutes.

01/05/23 9:30  PM

Laying  in bed  I can hear  a loud,  droning  humming  noise  coming  from

Land  O Lakes  plant.  It goes  for  a few  minutes  then  stops  for  a few

minutes  then  starts  back  up again.  It has  been  doing  this  the  last  few

hours.

01/06/23 12:45  AM

Droning  pulsating  hum  been  going  on  and  off.  Laying  in bed  hearing

since  9:00pm  still  going  on,  it's  almost  lam.  3rd  night  of  hearing  this.

Not  able  to  sleep  again  3 nights  in a row.  Pulsating  has  been  stopping

for  a few  minutes  and  as soon  as I'm  about  to  fall  asleep  it starts  up

again  and  goes  for  another  15-20  minutes.  I feel  like  I'm  being  sound

tortured  in my  own  home  night  after  night.

01/06/23 5:00  AM

Loud  droning  noise  can  be heard  from  inside  my  home.  It began

earlier.  Wish  that  a Kent  representative  would  come  down  some  of

the  driveways  of  Shaw  Dr. early  mornings  and  get  out  of  their  cars  to

hear  what  we  deal  with  every  night  and  day.  Plant  can be easily  seen

lit  up.

01/06/23 7:45  AM

Friday  was  particularly  loud...l  noticed  it  from  whenl  went  to  bed

the  night  before  right  thru  the  following  Friday.  However,  Saturday,

Jan.  7th  there  was  virtually  no  sounds  that  I could  hear  from  my

condo....very  quiet.

01/06/23 6:00  PM (missing)

01/09/23 6:30  AM

Awakened  at  3:40am  by  loud  booming  coming  from  Land  Olakes

went  on  for  about  10  minutes.  Woke  up  again  at 6:30am  and  the

droning  hum  was  already  going  and  has  been  going  steady  for  an

hour.  Reporting  this  a little  after  7:40am.  The  plant  has been  silent

since  late  Friday  night  nothing  heard  Saturday  or  Sunday.

01/09/23 6:30  AM

Loud,  droning,  humming  noise  coming  from  Land  O Lakes  plant.  Was

going  when  I woke  up at 6:30am  this  morning  then  went  on

continuously  until  around  3:30pm.  It has  been  quiet  the  last  hour.

01/10/23 11:00  PM

It's 11pm  and the blowers/motors  from Land O Lakes are blaring

through  the  windows  and  walls  of  our  condo.  This  has been  going  on

all  day  and  night.  4 years  that  we  have  been  here  but  has intensified

recently.

01/12/23 5:30  PM

Constant  rumble  and  vibration  at  our  front  door  which  faces  west

towards  the  Land  O Lakes  Company
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01/12/23 6:00  PM

Loud,  droning  humming  noise  coming  from  Land  O Lakes  plant.  We

haven't  heard  it since  Monday  afternoon  & it started  back  up around

6pm.  It's  still  going  right  now  at  9pm

01/13/23 2:30  AM

It is mostly  always  making  some  sort  of  noise  or  other  but  noise

escalates  at  night.  The  only  time  we  get  a decent  night's  sleep  is to  go

to  a hotel.  We  pay  taxes  in Kent  and  a high  property  tax,  yet  sadly

Kent  does  not  seem  to  care  about  it's  homeowning  residents,  only

larger  entities  that  pay  more  tax.  Soon  there  will  be few  homeowners

in Kent,  only  renters.  We  already  see it's  decline  with  all the  litter

strewn  along  Kent's  streets.  Can't  something  be  done  for  the

taxpayers  on  Shaw  Dr.  to  dampen  that  noise  from  Land  O' Lakes  so

we  can  get  a normal  night's  sleep??

01/13/23 1:30  PM

Continuous  rumbling  noise  & vibration  at  our  front  door  which  faces

west  toward  the  back  of  the  Land  O Lakes  Plant.  Motors  continue  to

be heard  through  the  windows  and  walls  of  our  condo.

01/13/23 2:30  PM

Humming  from  Land  O'Lakes  has  evening  going  nonstop  since  6pm

1/12.  It's now  2:30pm  1/13  and the droning  hum is constant.  Almost
a full  24 hours.

01/11/23 12:00  AM

Very  loud  all  night  long...noticed  most  of  course  when  shutting  down

TV, etc  and  going  to  bed.  There  appear  to  be short  intervals  (10

minutes)  when  it is not  heard.  for  instance  off  at  11:56  PM and  back

on  at  12:11  AM  butl  do  not  wake  up to  chart.  all  the  breaks.l  try  to

wear  ear  plugs  but  the  pulsing  sound  can  cut  through  even  the  plugs

01/12/23 2:45  PM

My  friend  was  visiting  and  asked  me  what  the  grinding  noise  was

from,  I replied,  Land  o Lakes.  This  has been  more  prevalent  in the  last

3 months.  I have  been  home  all day  on  thel3th,  and  the  noise  has

been  constant.

01/16/23 12:00  AM

Quiet  all  weekend,  but  upon  waking  this  morning  at  8:30  AM,

Removed  my  earplugs  and  there  it was.  The  usual  droning  sound.  It

could  have  started  earlier,  but  can't  say  because  of  my  earplugs

01/16/23 10:55  AM

A low-level  hum  is emitted  by  the  plant  24  hour  a day,  seven  days  a

week.  However,  today  between  approximately  10:55  am  and  11:05

am, a roaring/rumbling  noise MUCH  louder  than "normal"  was heard.

01/16/23 7:15  PM

After  a not  so noisy  afternoon  the  droning  has  returned  this  evening.

I was  aware  in the  middle  of  the  afternoon  that  I could  not  hear

anything...AHH.

01/16/23 9:00  PM

Loud blower  / motor  noise coming  from  the Land O Lakes Company.
4 years that  we have lived  here but  has  worsened  in the  last year.

Rear of  building  where  the blower  /  motor  fans are running

01/17/23 6:25  AM

Awakened  at  6:25  AM  to  the  pulsating  drone  sound...seemed  to  be

"in  and  out"  for  a few  minutes,  but  running  solid  now  at  7:40  AM.

pulsating  droning  sound  which  can  be heard  inside  with  windows

closed.  Is more  of  an issue  at  night  when  all  daily  living  sounds  have

been  shut  down  for  the  night.

01/17/23 12:30  PM

Loud  noise  all through  the  night.  Monday  evening(1-16-23)

throughout  the  night,  still  going  on.....l:00  pm  Tuesday.  Coming  from

the  Land  O Lakes  plant  very  close  to  the  community  Ilive  in.
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01/17/23 3:45  PM

Constant  rumbling  noise  from  blower  /  motors  running  from  the

Land O Lakes  Company.  4 years  but  noise  has increased  severely  over

the  past  year

01/16/23 3:30  PM

Horrible  droning  noise  in our  guest  room  which  faces  west.  Occurring

for  appox  30 minutes  then  turns  off  for  10  minutes  or  so. Occurred

all afternoon  and evening.

01/17/23 3:45  PM

Same  as stated  yesterday.  Droning  loud  noise  coming  to  our  front

rooms  which  face  west.  Noted  around  2:30pm.  Off  and on 30

minutes  on then  off  for  10  minutes.  Occurred  all afternoon  and

evening.  Noise  is very  obnoxious  and  disturbing  in our  front  rooms.

01/17/23 5:45  PM

Loud,  droning  humming  noise  coming  from  Land O Lakes  plant.  Has

been  going  for  at least  3 hours.  I can hear  it in my  house,  in my  office

as I'm  trying  to  work.  3-4  hours.

01/17/23 6:00  PM

Droning  sounds  louder  than  earlier  today.  Can hear  it in all rooms  of

the  house.  Very  loud  and  disturbing.  Months

01/17/23 8:15  PM

01/17/23 10:15  PM

Loud,  droning  humming  noise  coming  from  Land  O Lakes  plant.  I

reported  it earlier  around  5:45  & it is still  going.

01/17/23 11:00  PM

Heading  to bed and the noise  is droning  /pulsating  as reported
previously.  As Ifinish  this  report,  it is 11:10  PM and  the  noise  has

stopped.  It may  just  start  again,  as that  happens  as well.

01/17  /23 11:00  PM

The  droning  noise  from  the  plant  is horrible  tonight.  We  can hear  it in

the  rear  bedroom  as well  its so loud.  Our  front  guest  bedroom  which

faces  the  west  is extremely  loud.  It is impossible  for  my  daughter  to

sleep  in there.  Same  routine  as before.  Droning  lasts  for  about  a half

hour  then  off  for  10  minutes,  then  back  on for  40  minutes.  This  is

ridiculous  and unbelievable.

01/17/23 4:00  AM

Whirring  sounds  coming  from  Land  O Lakes.  I was  awaken  this

morning  by this  load  noise  that  continued  til  6 AM  when  Ifinally

drifted  back  off  to  sleep.  Then  periodically  on and  offI  continued  to

hear  it when  I'd wake  before  I had  to  be up at 8 AM  to  get  ready  for

Dr. appts  out  of  town  today.  I'm the  sole  caregiver  of  my  husband

who  is 90%  disabled  and  US Army  retiree.  Uninterrupted  sleep  is vitaJ

for  me to  be able  to  have  the  energy  to  do for  him  what  is needed.

We bought  into  the  condos  here  at The  Crossings  at Golden  Pond

because  it seemed  like  a nice  quiet  community  and  it is except  for

this  annoying  noise  that  seems  most  prevalent  through  the  night

hours.  This  is the  first  time  we  are  posting  for  this  problem,  but  we

have  heard  it numerous  times  over  many  months.  I do hope  the  City

of  Kent  is able  to  work  with  Land  O Lakes  to  reach  a solution  and

soon.

We have  not personally  notified  LOL and/or  City  of Kent  of this but I

know  a group  from  our  community  is working  with  them  hoping  to

find  a solution
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01/17/23 11:45  PM

Listening  to pulsating  droning  hum  going  constantly  since  this

afternoon.  Took  3 sleep-aid  pills  at  9:30  to  try  to  be able  to  sleep

through  it. It's  too  loud  tonightI  can't  fall  asleep  and I have  these

pills  in my  system.  It's  now  after  midnight  and the  noise  continues.

Probably  will  go all night.  Week  after  week  of  nights  with  little  or

literally  no sleep. Noticed around 3pm 1/17,  still going 9 hours later

01/18/23 5:00  AM

The pulsating  noise  can be heard  throughout  the  inside  of  our  home.

It is a daily  and nightly  noise  especially  during  the  week.  Sometimes  it

makes  a "woowoowoowoowoo"  sound  like a flying  saucer  from  a

1950s  science  fiction  film,  but  the  worst  sound  is the

"WONGWONGWONGWONG"  pulsating  that  goes  on for  many  hours

at a time  day  and night  for  years  now  very  loud  in our  bedroom.  The

city  of  Kent  seems  powerless  to  do anything  for  it's  citizens  that

suffer  this  daily  and  nightly.We  aren't  a "bunch  of  old people  that

are  going  to  die soon  anyway"'  over  here.  We  understand  Land 0

Lakes  could  mitigate  this  sound  but  they  refuse  to  talk  to  anyone

concerned  anymore.  This  should  NEVER have  been  zoned  for  these

homes  here.  Mitigating  the  sound,  which  Land O Lakes  can do,  would

solve  this  problem.

01/18/23 10:15  AM

This  is in regards  to  the  noise  coming  from  the  LOL Plant.  We  were

told  to  let  you  know  every  time  we  here  the  noise.  It is everyday  and

every  night  except  Saturday  and  Sundays.  If it stops  it is generally  for

five  minutes.  Some  nights  I am in tears  because  it is keeping  me

awake  and  I have  no place  to  go to escape  the  noise  to  lay my  head

down.  Lately  the  noise  has been  louder  than  ever.  It has gotten

worse  than  it use to  be. My  granddaughter  spent  the  night  here  one

night  and it kept  her  awake  also.  She thought  the  noise  was  coming

from  my  refrigerator  and  that  the  refrigerator  was  going  bad.  She did

not  realize  the  noise  was  coming  from  outside.  She is 13  years  old

and I was  surprised  the  noise  was  also  bothering  her.  Like I said,  it is

everyday  and  evening.  The  noise  might  stop  for  a very  short  period  of

time  and  then  it starts  back  up again.  I don't  think  it is necessary  for

me to  continually  be sending  you  this  form.  As soon  as you  step  in my

bedrooms,  the  noise  can be heard  loud  and clear.  If you  have  any

questions  for  me, please  contact  me.  I would  appreciate  any  concern

that  you  can  give  to  this  matter.  I don't  know  how  to  answer  the  date

and  time  of  the  incident  because  it is almost  continuously  Monday

through  Fridays.  So I only  put  todays  date  down,  but  it is almost

continuously.

01/18/23 11:30  AM

Reported  noise  last  night  that  started  up yesterday  afternoon.  Noise

continued  all night,  got  no sleep.  The noise  stopped  around  11:15,

submitting  this  with  20 minutes  so far  of  not  hearing  it. Will  report

when  sounds  start  again.
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01/18/23 4:15  PM

Noise  is still  going  strong  from  this  morning  when  I sent  in a form

about  the  noise  coming  from  LOL Plant.  Being  this  noise  is almost

constant,  how  often  do I need  to  send  in this  form.  Saturday  and

Sundays  are  the  only  days  we  get  relief  from  it. The last  couple  of

months  the  noise  seems  to  have  gotten  worse.  Sitting  outside  on my

patio  is almost  impossible  to  do in the  summer  because  the  noise  will

drive  you  crazy.  Ilive  in the  last  condo  on  the  left  so I may  be getting

the  noise  worse  than  the  others  that  live  further  up the  road.  I don't

know  for  sure  though.  Thank  you  for  reading  this  and  I hope  you  can

consider  having  something  done  about  it.

01/18/23 9:00  AM

Loud  noise  all morning  (l was  gone  part  of  the  morning.)Noise  this

afternoon  until  4:45,  when  it was  either  stopped  or  turned  way

down.The  noise  has been  considerably  louder  and quite  anno

01/18/23 9:30  AM

Droning  noise  tonight  however  can be heard  only  in the  front  of  the

house  which  faces  west.  Noise  is not  as bad  as last  night  but  it is still

disturbing.

01/18/23 12:00  AM

Loud  whirring  noise  coming  from  Land  O Lakes  plant  noticed  about

midnight  as I was  retiring  for  the  night.  Noise  kept  me  awake  for

several  hours  before  I was  able  to  fall  asleep.  Heard  it again  when  I

awoke  for  a bathroom  call  and  then  again  when  I awoke  for  the  day

at  about  8 am.  This  is a serious  matter  that  Iimplore  the  City  of  Kent

to  take  seriously  and  work  with  L O L to resolve  the  problem.

01/19/23 1:45  AM

Noise  from  LOL is keeping  us awake.  Friends  were  here  visiting  us

here  this  evening.  Itook  them  in our  bedrooms  and  they  could  not

believe  how  loud  the  noise  was.

01/19/23 8:45  AM

Loud  and  constant  humming  noise  coming  from  the  blowers  /  motors

from  the  Land O Lakes  Company.  4 years  since  we  have  lived  here

and  has worsened  over  the  past  year.  Back  rear  side  of  the  Land  0

Lakes  building

01/19/23 12:00  PM

7:00  am. Moderate  noise  present  when  I got  up. Continued  untilIleft

home  at 8:30  12:00  noon.  Returned  home.  Noise  louder.

01/19/23 12:00  AM

The  pulsating  factory  sounds  were  evident  this  morning  as I awoke.

They  continued  throughout  the  morning  and  they  are  present  now

(12:45  PM).  Interesting  enough,  the  sound  stopped  at 10:48  AM  but

resumed  about  a minute  later  at  10:49  AM,  I have  heard  short  breaks

in the  cycle  before.  outside  but  filtering  indoors,  even  with  winter

conditions  of  closed  windows.
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I

01/19/23

I

2:30  PM

I saw  city  employee  Eric taking  recordings  at mailbox  for  several

minutes.  I walked  over  and  introduced  myself  and asked  if he was

helping  loan's  team.  I explained  the  slight  hum  going  at the  moment

is not  the  problem  noise  that  I report  it is more  of  the  louder  droning

noise.  I offered  to  have  him  come  into  my home  to  listen  to several

recordings  that  I have  on my  phone  that  I bluetoothed  on to  my

home  theater  system  for  him  to hear.  I showed  him  the  droning

noise  from  videos  I took  of  the  walls  in my  room  when  the  sound  was

going  last  Friday  morning  at 4am,  he acknowledged  that  noises  were

coming  right  through  the  walls.  I explained  that  these  frequencies

need  to be contained  at the  source  nothing  we  do as residents  will

block  this.  I showed  him  how  I had the  house  reinsulated  as a

desperate  attempt  to  help.  I also  showed  him  on a frequency

analYzer  that  the hum bounces between 140-150hZ.  ThOSe are the
tones  of  the  pulsating  that  are easier  to hear  indoors  because  the

walls  block  out  the  higher  frequencies,  but  the  low  tones  pass

through,  I demonstrated  this  effect  for  him by cutting  out  the  high

tones.  I also  showed  him recordings  of  the  constant  hum  that  doesn't

pulsate  that  were  captured  on my  outdoor  cameras.  He asked  about

a banging  and  stated  it was  the  trains.  I showed  him  recordings  of  the

bangs  to prove  it's  not  the  trains  because  you  can clearly  hear  the

backing  beeps  of  the  trucks  used  to slam  the  dumpsters  at the

facility.  He knew  it was  Republic  immediately  after  hearing  this

because  he heard  it himself  when  he was  doing  water  tests  near  the

plant.  I asked  that  he share  this  visit  with  loan.

01/19/23 9:30  PM

Very  loud  humming  / rumbling  noise  coming  from  the

blowers/motors  at  the  Land O Lakes  Plant.  4 years  but  definitely  has

worsened  over  the  last  year.  Land O Lakes Plant  in the  rear  of  the

building

01/19/23 4:00  AM

Loud  "whirring"  sound  (medium  to low  pitch)  coming  from  the  L O L

plant.  It was  loud  enough  to keep  me awake  for  several  hours.  When

I got  up this  morning  about  8 am it was  still  going.  We  were  away  all

afternoon  so don't  know  if  it continued  or not.  Haven't  heard  it yet

tonight,  but  wind  has been  blowing  and raining.  Same  last  report

01/19/23 7:30  PM

Same  droning  as usual.  Began  to  hear  it in my  back  bedroom  around

7:00pm.  Same  routine  as before,  on for  30-40  minutes  then  off  for  20

minutes  or  less. Loud  even  in back  bedroom  and  extremely  loud  in

front  of  my  house  facing  west  to  the  plant.  If  this  continues  tonight

we  won't  be able  to  get  any  sleep.  I can't  even  imagine  how  bad it is

across  the  street  whose  houses  face  that  plant.

01/19/23 10:25  PM

Droning  pulsating  hum  going  on and  off  every  few  minutes.  Low

constant  hum  going  most  of  the  day  but  the  louder  droning  hum

started  up a little  before  8pm.  Reporting  it at lO:l9pm.

01/19/23 11:30  PM

Just  to  let  you  know,  the  noise  from  LOL Plant  is still  going  on. Has

been  all day.
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01/19/23 7:00  PM

The  "normal"  rumble  increased  significantly  at 7:00  pm and

continued  until  approximately  7:40  pm.  I say  "approximately"  7:40

because  wind  and rain  started  around  7:30  pm and  created  some

noise,  too.  Off  & on,  for  several  years

01/20/23 1:00  AM

Loud  obnoxious  droning  noise  from  the  plant.  Its permeating  the

whole  house  including  our  back  bedroom.  Now  330  am and  we  can't

sleep..  Same  deal  as before,45  minutes  on and  then  shuts  off  for  20

minutes.  This  is getting  very  annoying  very  fast.  How  they  can  claim

that  it's  not  them  is amazing.  Can no one  Working  over  there  hear

this  noise  coming  from  their  plant?  Impossible.

01/20/23 2:30  AM

Weekly  every  Thursday  night,  (and  most  other  nights),  pulsating

noise  coming  from  the  Land O' Lakes  plant  behind  our  condo.  It

wakes  us every  night  it happens,  which  is probably  4-6  nights  a week

and  continues  until  after  daylight.  Can't  get  back  to  sleep,  so up at

2;30-3:00  am  every  night.  Ear plugs  and sound  machines  don't  help,

it can be heard  through  them.  Who  can live  like  this?  Please  imagine

what  this  would  be like if it occurred  in your  home  for  years!The

noise  was  very  loud  at about  3pm  yesterday  as well.  This  condo

complex  never  should  have  been  zoned  and  built  right  next  to  a

factory.  If Land  O'Lakes  would  mitigate  this  noise  it would  solve  this

nightmare.

01/20/23 5:15  AM

The  pulsating  hum  has been  going  nonstop  all night.  Tried  ear  plugs

but  I cannot  sleep  with  them  been  up all night  again  because  of  this

noise. It has non let up the whole night. Since around 8pm 1/19  still

going after  5am 1/20

01/20/23 5:00  AM

Constant  noise  and  pulsating,  roaring,  droning  whirring  sounds  from

this  factory.  Seriously...it  would  be easier  to  document  when  this

place  is NOT  making  noise,  usually  at  lunch  hour  between  II-lpm

and  some  rare  relieving  weekends  about  3x a year.  Sometimes  the

loud  hollow  pulsating  comes  and goes,  but  guaranteed  to start  at  any

time,  many  times  during  each  night  and  day  keeping  residents  on

edge.  There  is almost  98%  of  the  time  some  sort  of  droning  or  high

pitched  noise  coming  from  there.

01/20/23 8:00  AM

Loud,  droning  humming  noise  coming  from  Land O Lakes  plant.  Has

been  going  since  yesterday  evening  & is still  going.

01/20/23 8:30  AM

Noise  from  LOL Plant  is still  going  strong.  Ilive  at the  end  of  Shaw

Drive,  maybe  that  is why  I hear  it non  stop.  Tomorrow  and  Sunday

hopefully  it wil)  be shut  down  for  the  weekend.  That  is the  only  time

we  get  relief  from  the  noise.

01/19/23 12:00  AM

The  noise  was  moderately  loud  when  I got  up at 7:30  am. I was  gone

for  a couple  of  hours,  when  I returned  at 12:00  noon  the  noise  was

very  loud.  The noise  continued  all day  and  was  still  annoyingly

present  when  I went  to  bed  at  midnight.

01/20/23 3:00  PM

The  noise  from  Land  O' Lakes  facility  has been  around  the  clock  all

week!  Please  do something  about  the  noise.
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01/20/23 7:30  PM

The  fan  noise  was  present  all day  and  is still  loud  at  present.  This

morning  it was  moderate  and  became  louder  about  noon  and  has

been  loud  since.

01/20/23 11:00  PM

Headed  to  bed  with  the  sound  of  the  pulsating  drone  evident  as it

usually  is. It was  heard  all day  as usual  with  a couple  of  short  minutes

of  silence  here  and  there.  I hope  that  the  weekend  will  be quieter  as

it has  been  the  last  two.

01/21/23 7:30  AM

AY!  ! No noise.  Saturday  and  Sunday  are  the  days  they  must  be shut

down  at LOL Plant.  Today  and  tomorrow  we  will  be without  the

constant  noise.  Thanks  for  reading  all of  the  forms  that  I have  been

sending  in.

01/21/23 3:30  AM

The  noise  from  Land  o Lakes  building  sounds  like  a washing  machine,

I hear  it beforel  go to  bed  and  it  wakes  me  up at  3,5  & 7 a.m.l've

heard  it everyday  this  week.  It's  constant.  Mostly  in the  middle  of  the

night

01/23/23 1:15  PM

Loud humming  noise coming  from  the blowers  / motors  at the Land
0 Lakes  Plant

01/23/23 7:00  PM

Just  want  to  let  you  know  the  LOL Plant  has been  up  and  running

with  its usual  loud  humming  noise.  Started  this  morning  after  being

quiet  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  I just  walked  in my  bedroom  and  the

noise  is just  soooo  loud.  I know  it will  be keeping  me  from  falling

asleep  tonight.  It is non  stop.  If the  noise  stops,  it only  stops  for  5

minutes.  If it stops  for  a longer  period  of  time  than  that,  I have  never

heard  it experienced  that.  Thank  you  for  reading  my  note.  I am sorry

ifl  keep  ranting  about  this  issue,  but  no one  knows  what  it is like  to

have  to  try  to  sleep  with  this  noise.  Thanks,  again.  Jack  and  Carol

Lotzgeselle  Since  we  moved  in April  of  2021.  Seems  like  the  noise  has

gotten  worse  since  then  for  some  reason  unless  the  wind  is blowing

it towards  our  condo.  Don't  know  for  sur

01/23/23 9:45  PM

Woke  up  this  morning  at  6:45am  and  could  hear  the  hum.  It's  been  a

constant  hum  pretty  much  all  day.  However  about  8:30  pm  the

pulsating  droning  louder  hum  has started,  reporting  this  at  9:4Spm.

01/23/23 12:45  AM

The  noise  from  the  plant  was  present  all  day  and  evening.  I am

writing  this  at 1245  Am  on  the24th.  It was  especially  loud  between

from  11:00  pm  to  now.

01/24/23 4:30  AM

Pulsating  hum  still  going  at  4:28am  not  able  to  stay  asleep.  Took  3

sleeping  pills  at  9pm  woken  up at  2am  from  noise  not  able  to  fall

back  asleep  because  it won't  stop.  Since  early  1/23
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01/22/23 8:00  PM

Very  loud  pulsating  coming  from  Land O'Lakes  can be heard  over  the

TV. This  starts  up EVERY Sunday  night  and  goes  on nightly,  getting

louder  at about  2-3am.  Thursday  mornings  at 3am  and Friday

mornings  at about  3am  seem  the  loudest,  though  it can be heard  in

the  home  evenings  around  6pm  on.  It seems  to  quiet  down  between

Ilam  or  so and Ipm  during  the  lunch  hour.  The  last  3 driveways  on

the  left  side  of  Shaw  Dr. where  the  factory  lights  are  very  visible  at

night  seem  to  get  it the  worst.  Listeners  have  come  to  the  Cul de Sac

to listen  and  not  get  out  oftheir  cars.  You need  to come  up the  sets

of  driveways  to  gage  just  how  bad this  is for  the  homes  there  during

the  worst  times.  I have  seen  people  come  to listen  during  their  lunch

hour...that  is one  of  the  only  times  the  place  quiets  down  some.

Manufacturing  varies  and changes  production  depending  upon  their

orders.  The  one  thing  that  has been  consistent  is the  evening  and

early  morning  pulsating,  usually  from  6pm  or  so to 7 am the  next

morning  when  it ramps  down  a little  bit.  There  is always  some  noise

coming  out  of  the  place  but  the  loud  pulsating  is the  worst.  It this  is

mitigated  the  problem  would  be solved.

01/24/23 8:30  AM Still  going  strong

01/24/23 9:45  AM Pulsating,  grinding  noise.  It was  doing  the  same  yesterday  afternoon.

01/24/23 12:59  PM

After  a quiet  weekend  and not  really  noticing  any  manufacturing

noise  Monday,  I have  heard  the  return  ofthe  sounds.  I believe  of

course,  that  the  weather,  humidity,  etc  affect  how  the  sound  carries.

I noticed  today  when  we  turned  off  the  TV after  lunch.  It was  the

usual  pulsing  sound...it  actually  stopped  around  12:56  PM but

resumed  a couple  of  minutes  later  at  approx.  12:59  PM

01/24/23 7:17  PM

Loud  rumbling  noise  from  the  blowers  /  motors  coming  from  the

Land O Lakes  Plant.  Noise  protruding  through  our  walls  and  windows.

Daily  for  the  4 years  we  have  lived  here  but  has worsened  over  the

past  year.  Rear  side  of  building  at the  Land O Lakes  Plant.

01/24/23 3:00  AM

Droning  noise  in my back  bedroom  keeping  me and my  wife  awake.

Still  going  at 0400  and  can't  sleep.  Very  loud  in the  front  of  the

house.  We  face  Shaw  and  the  plant.

01/24/23 12:24  PM Same  as above

01/25/23 9:45  AM

Loud humming  noise coming from the blowers  / motors  at the Land
0 Lakes  Plant.  Noise  is constant  all day  and  night  and seems  to be

louder  in the  evening  hours.

01/25/23 12:00  PM

Noise  sound  from  LOL Plant  is going  non  stop  as usual.  This  morning

the  sound  is not  as loud  as norrr'ial.  Was  wondering  if  the  snow  is

absorbing  some  of  the  sound?  We  seem  to  think  so being  the  snow  is

all over  the  trees  and  ground.  Don't  get  me wrong,  it is still  very

annoying.  Thanks  for  listening  to me rant  these  past  couple  of  weeks.

01/25/23 7:15  PM

Very loud humming  noise coming from the blowers  / motors  at the
Land O Lakes  Plant.  This  is the  2nd  time  reporting  noise  today.  This

evening  noise  is much  louder!  I
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01/25/23 8:30  PM

I have  entered  a date  & time  only  because  the  form  demands  it.  The

fact  of  the  matter  is that  the  Land-o-Lakes  plant  emits  a (usually)  low,

rumbling  noise  almost  24-hours  a day,  seven  days  a week.  I have

head  the  noise  stop  entirely  from  time  to  time  for  15  to  30 minutes.

Sometimes  the  rumble  is louder  than  other  times,  but  rarely  absent.

From  my  personal  knowledge,  this  almost  constant  industrial  noise

has  been  going  on  for,  at least,  five  years.  Is it  what  Ifind  to  be a

disturbance?  Absolutely.  Has it damaged  my  health?  Not  as far  as I

know.  In answer  to  the  question  "Have  you  notified  the  owner?"  I,

personally  have  not  contacted  the  plant.

01/25/23 10:15  PM

Droning  pulsating  hum  coming  from  land  olakes  started  back  up  this

evening.  First  noticed  it around  8:30pm.  Now  lO:20pm  and  going

loudly.  I have  a white  noise  machine  on  my  nightstand  and  my  wife

has  the  same  model  on her  side  of  the  bed  night  stand.  Can still  hear

the  pulsating  hum  come  through  the  walls  over  2 white  noise

machines.

01/25/23 10:30  PM

The  noise  from  the  fans  was  so loud  this  evening  that  we  had  to  turn

up  the  T\/  volume.

01/26/23 3:00  AM

That  noise  this  night  is soooooo  loud.  It is keeping  us awake.  I don't

know  how  anyone  else  is able  to  sleep  this  night  with  how  loud  the

noise  is coming  from  the  LOL Plant.  It is just  a steady  non  stop  noise.  I

hope  someone  can please  help  us. I am  in tears  right  now.

01/26/23 3:15  AM

The  noise  coming  from  LOL Plant  is extremely  loud  tonight.  It is

keeping  us awake.  We  cannot  fall  asleep.  I hope  someone  can please

help  us. I am  in tears  right  now.  No one  should  have  to  live  with  this

noise.  Thanks.

01/26/23 4:30  AM

Loud  pulsating  coming  through  our  walls.  This  is the  case  every

Thursday  and  Friday  very  early  mornings  and  often  on  other  days  and

nights.  Ear  plugs,  loud  fans,  pillows  and  blankets  jammed  against  the

wall  and  behind  bed,  heavy  curtains....  nothing  keeps  it away..  At

times  slept  on  a hard  lawn  chair  in an inner  bathroom  in the  condo

for  a "normal"  night's  sleep.  No one  should  have  to  live  this  way  let

alone  people  who  have  worked  hard  all  their  lives  and  want  a

peaceful  retirement.  This  housing  should  never  have  been  zoned  for

this  area  up against  such  loud  industry.

01/26/23 4:45  AM

Noise  from  land  olakes  still  going.  Not  able  to  sleep  again  tonight.

Noticed  droning  around  8:30pm  and  still  going  at  almost  5am.  Alarm

to  wake  up  goes  off  at 6:45am  if  I'm  lucky  I'll  get  almost  2 hours  of

sleep  before  I have  to  work  today.

01/26/23 8:30  AM

The  droning  manufacturing  sounds  carried  quite  well  in the  damp  air

yesterday,  overnight,  and  this  morning.  I could  hear  the  pulsing  as I

awakened  as at  various  times  in the  middle  of  the  night.

01/26/23 11:00  AM

Loud  humming  noise  coming  from  Land  O Lakes  plant  has been

consistently  going  since  8:30pm  last  night.  It woke  me  up  several

times  throughout  the  night  & my  husband  didn't  get  any  sleep.  It has

been  over  14  hours  of  this  noise.
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CITY MANAGER 
MEMORANDUM 

   
    
To: Council Members 
    
From: David Ruller, City Manager 
    
Date: April 19, 2023 
    
Item: 4.3. - City Manager's Report 
     
 
Summary:   Attached are three unauthorized items for you to review that will be included in the City 
Manager's Report. 
  
Prepared by:   Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council 
   
Attachments: 1. Donation Memo 3-30-23 (Kent Jaycees) 

2. Akron MSA CPRG Memo and Ltr of Support 
3. CRA TIRC Rpt to Council 4-5-23 
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TO:   Dave Ruller 
 
FROM:  Angela Manley, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
DATE:  March 30, 2023 
 
RE:  Kent Parks and Recreation Donation 
 
 
     
The Kent Parks & Recreation Department has received the following sponsorship donation to be 
used for the Kent Parks and Recreation Easter Egg Hunt:  
 
Kent Jaycees - $250.00 
 
The check has been forwarded to Budget and Finance and will be held until Council formally 
accepts the donation. Please request the necessary authorization from City Council to accept 
this donation and to allow Budget & Finance to appropriate the same amount to this account 
number (106-03-53-301-7420) in the Parks & Recreation Fund. Your attention to this matter is 
greatly appreciated!  
 
 
CC:  
Budget & Finance 
Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council 
Kent Parks & Recreation Board 
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930 Overholt Rd., Kent, Ohio  44240 • (330) 678-8108  fax (330) 678-8030 • www.KentOhio.org 

   DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 

   CITY OF KENT, OHIO 

 

DATE:  April 3, 2023 

 

TO:  Dave Ruller, City Manager 

  Hope Jones, Law Director 

  Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council 

 

FROM: Julie Morris, Sustainability Coordinator 

 

RE:  Akron MSA Climate Pollution Reduction Planning Grants  

 

 

At a recent regional Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study (AMATS) planning meeting, it 

was brought to Jim Bowling’s attention that there is an opportunity for our Metropolitan Statistical 

Area (MSA) to express its desire to accept up to $1 million in federal planning dollars for our MSA to 

create a Climate Action Plan (CAP).  

 

This CAP would be completed to the standards required by the Federal EPA which would allow us to 

submit for climate action implementation grants included in the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA). The 

planning dollars are prescriptively assigned by the Federal EPA and our MSA is not guaranteed to 

receive funding, but we must express that we will accept the funding if the money becomes available.  

 

The City of Akron is looking for potential partners in our MSA that want to be part of the CAP 

development and therefore have access to IRA Implementation Grants. They have requested the 

attached letter of support as a starting point for our inclusion in this process. 

 

The letter of support asks for the City of Kent to be a key participant in this process. The city will not 

have a lead role in the overall process, but this is the terminology being used to ensure we express our 

intent to accept funds if available. The entire grant process will be overseen by the coordinating 

entities of the Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study (AMATS), Akron Regional Air Quality 

Management District (ARAQMD) and Northeast Ohio Four County Regional Planning and 

Development Organization (NEFCO). 

 

I am respectfully requesting that you present this unauthorized item at the April 19th, 2023 Council 

meeting for review and approval so that the City can potentially accept and utilize these funds for 

climate action planning initiatives should they be awarded. 

 

If you need any additional information to forward this to Council, please let me know. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Attachment: 

Akron MSA CPRG Letter of Support 
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April 3, 2023 
 
Michael S. Regan, Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
RE: Akron MSA Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Support 
 
Dear Administrator Regan, 
 
The City of Kent is pleased to show our support for the City of Akron’s grant application as the 

lead organization for the Climate Pollution Reduction Grants program planning grant for the 

Akron metropolitan statistical area.  

We commend the funding principles proposed by the Biden Administration and the USEPA to 

support the development and deployment of technologies and solutions that will reduce GHGs 

and harmful air pollution, as well as transition America to a clean energy economy that benefits 

all Americans. We understand that planning funds can be used to provide flexible support to local 

governments regardless of where they are in their climate planning and implementation process 

and we are committed to participating as a key participant.  

As a noncompetitive grant awarded to 67 of the nation’s largest MSAs that choose to participate, 

we look forward to our potential eligibility in this regional cooperative to develop our respective 

approach to a Priority Climate Action Plan and a Comprehensive Climate Action Plan, especially 

as those plans can benefit our low-income and disadvantaged communities.  

We believe that the time is now to prepare for the subsequent competitive grants and commend 

the Administration for its foresight in the need to fully fund a just transition to a clean energy 

future. 

Your support and consideration for the Akron MSA application is important to the region and 

greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dave Ruller, City Manager 

 

Cc: Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council 

 Bridget Susel, Community Development Director 
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930 Overholt Rd., Kent, Ohio  44240 • (330) 678-8108  fax (330) 678-8030 • www.KentOhio.org 

   DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 

   CITY OF KENT, OHIO 

 

DATE:  April 5, 2023 

 

TO:  Dave Ruller, City Manager 

 

FROM: Bridget Susel, Community Development Director 

 

RE: 2022 Summary Report: Community Reinvestment Area Housing Council Meeting and  

  Tax Incentive Review Council Meeting Summary Report 

 

 

Businesses that receive real property tax exemptions through the City’s Community Reinvestment 

Area II (CRA) program are subject to an annual review by the Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) 

Housing Council and the Tax Incentive Review Council (TIRC) in order to evaluate if the capital 

investment, reported payroll, and number of active employees align with the commitment levels 

identified in the respective CRA agreements.  The City’s Tax Increment Financing (TIF) agreements 

and Enterprise Zone Agreements are also subject to an annual review by the TIRC. 

 

The following is a summary of the CRA agreements that were active in 2022 and which were reviewed 

by the CRA Housing Council on March 2, 2023: 

 

CRA I Agreements 

 
BDG Kent, LLC, Formerly MOMs $388,215 project investment Active 

Genghis Properties LLC Acorn Corner $5,450,200 project investment Active 

Kent Summit LLC dba 345 Flats $17,452,391 project investment Active 

315 RFK LLC, LN Gross Building $6,985,655 project investment Active 

Enterprise Plastics $575,000 project investment Active 

Kent Law & Commerce, LLC $1,275,000 project investment Active 

PARTA Retail Spaces $497,249 project investment Active 

E K Real Estate, LLC C & J Sports $156,000 project investment Active 

Kent Elastomers $729,786 project investment Active 

Random Ohio LLC N. Water Brewing Co. $1,0400,000 project investment Active 

B&M Noble Enterprises $146,325 Project Investment Active 

 

CRA II Agreements 

 
Royal Cleaners $394,853 project investment Completed 

Mazda of Kent $3,900,000 project investment Active 
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The CRA Housing Council recommended the continuation of the Mazda of Kent CRA II agreement 

and noted the Royal Cleaners CRA II agreement was completed.  The CRA I agreements are not 

subject to CRA Housing Council action and are included in this summary for informational purposes 

only. 

 

The Tax Incentive Review Council (TIRC) meeting was convened on March 8, 2023 and the following 

projects were reviewed: 

 
Royal Cleaners - CRA 2 Project $394,853 project investment Completed 

Mazda of Kent - CRA 2 Project $3,900,000 project investment Active 

Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Agreement $28,479,400 (PC Auditor 2022 

improvement valuation) 

Actual as of 12/31/22 

Davey Tree Expert Co. Headquarters 

Expansion - EZ Project 

$13,814,270 project investment Active 

 

The TIRC recommendation was for continuation of the four (4) projects without any modification. 

 

The 2022 information for all of the agreements reviewed by the CRA Housing Advisory Council and 

the TIRC was submitted to the Ohio Department of Development (ODOD) on March 28, 2023. 

 

Council action is required on the Dave Tree Expert Co. Enterprise Zone (EZ) Agreement as the ORC 

requires that the local legislative body vote on the TIRC recommendation regarding an EZ agreement.  

A separate communication regarding this action was provided to Council for the April 5 Council 

Committee Meeting. 

 

No Council action is required on the other above listed projects because they are CRA agreements and 

a TIF agreement.  As the recommendations were for continuation of these agreements without any 

modifications, the ORC does not require local legislative action.  If you or any members of Council 

have any questions concerning the annual review of the above listed agreements, please let me know. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cc: Eric Helmstedter, Interim Economic Development Director 

 Hope Jones, Law Director 

Rhonda Hall, Budget and Finance Director 

 Patti Long, Assistant to the City Manager 

 Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council 

 2022 CRA, TIRC and TIF Annual Report Files 
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City of Kent 
Wednesday, April 5, 2023 

City Council Committee Meetings 
320 S. Depeyster Street, Kent, OH 44240 

City Council Committee 
Meetings 
April 5, 2023 
Page 1 of 7 

MINUTES 

7:00 P.M. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

At 07:00 PM, Mayor Jerry T. Fiala called the City Council Committee Meetings to order. 

Present: Mr. Jack Amrhein, Mr. Michael DeLeone, Mr. Garret Ferrara, Mr. John Kuhar, 
Ms. Gwen Rosenberg, Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish, Mr. Roger Sidoti, Mr. Robin 
Turner, Ms.Tracy Wallach 

Also Present: Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, City 
Manager; Ms. Bridget Susel, Community Development Director; Ms. Melanie 
Baker, Service Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Ms. Joan Seidel, 
Health Commissioner; Ms. Rhonda Hall, Budget and Finance Director; Mr. 
Nick Shearer, Chief of Police; Ms. Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council 

Committee of the Whole  Chair Fiala/Vice-Chair Amrhein

Mayor Fiala called the Committee of the Whole Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Climate Action Plan 

Ms. Bridget Susel introduced the new Sustainability Coordinator, Julie Morris. She started 
on March 1st and has hit the ground running.  Ms. Morris served on the Sustainability 
Commission from 2016-2019 and is happy to return to this work now. She has a Master's in 
Sustainability and is excited about this position and what it allows. It will help streamline and 
support the implementation of the Climate Action Plan.   

Ms. Susel said KERAMIDA did a presentation at the March 1, 2023, Council Committee 
Meeting and identified five strategies that the Climate Action Plan was based on. No action 
was taken that evening to give Council ample time to review the plan. She said the plan was 
attached to the packet sent to Council and was placed on the City's website. Ms. Morris will 
be working with the university and the Administration to move this plan forward. Anything 
requiring appropriation of funds will come back to the council on an individual basis. She is 
requesting the Council's authorization of the plan to be used as the planning document to 
guide future emission reduction strategies and initiatives in the Kent Community. 

Ms. Shaffer Bish said she was excited reading the plan and noticed the language in it and 
was looking forward to moving it forward. She asked if the Council would be taking the lead 
or if it would be staff. Ms. Susel said much of this will be driven by the administration. She 
discussed items such as NOPEC recently creating a revolving fund that the administration 
could explore and bring back to Council. Ms. Shaffer Bish asked about the role of the 
Sustainability Committee and Ms. Susel said they will be working closely with Ms. Morris. 
Ms. Susel said she would like to see them do ambassador visits and educate businesses on 

DRAFT
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energy efficiency and cost saving.  She sees it guided by the administration and volunteers. 

Ms. Wallach asked if the vehicle fleet, electric and solar, would be examined. Ms. Susel 
said, about the fleet, Ohio does not have many options for electric vehicles. About solar 
panels, she said at Kent State University, a private company came in and leased solar and 
gave University Fieldhouse solar panels. She said this plan is a guide and they have to look 
at everything. 

Mr. Ruller added that 3-4 years ago they met concerning electric vehicles in Lordstown and 
said they were interested. Unfortunately, it went belly up. Today, the Mayor and Dave met 
with Congressional representative Dave Joyce and said the new group rolled out electric 
tractors. We have an interest but have not found places that support that. Ms. Susel said 
the devil is in the details.  

Mr. Amrhein said the CAP is great, but as a city, we don't have solar panels and asked if 
there was any way we could find money to do this. Ms. Susel said there are grants and they 
have been aggressive in going after them. She said they have to sort through the details 
and have not found any that we meet the qualifications for. A lot of the money available is 
for larger cities.  

Mr. Kuhar asked about the solar hot water panels. Ms. Susel said a block grant for 
$600,000 was utilized for energy efficiency plans.  He then asked about using hydrogen-
powered trucks. She said nothing was listed for hydrogen in the plan.  Ms. Susel said this 
was based on greenhouse gas emissions, and said we need to do another greenhouse gas 
inventory (which is typically done periodically). 

Mr. Turner asked about education and building momentum with people in the community. 
Ms. Morris said as information and data change, it changes how we think about things. We 
have to adapt and need a good foundation of the basic tenants of sustainability. We will 
hone in on where community experts are. Her goal is to bring everyone to the table and 
work together.  Ms. Susel added it will be a huge component of this position and the 
Sustainability Commission. 

Mr. Sidoti said it was fascinating the technology that is out there. He asked if Ms. Morris 
could create a list of the new technologies. She said she is going to work on a database that 
follows the plan. It will give us a place to house ideas and technologies and utilize them to 
keep Council and the community appraised.  She added there is a lot of research going on 
at the university and will be keeping track of it all and coordinating discussions.  She asked 
Council to feel free to let her know if they are aware of anything they think she should be 
aware of. 

Mr. Sidoti said Kent keeps moving forward and thinks the community will be impressed. 

Ms. Shaffer Bish said this has been such a tremendous effort and hopes someday we will 
be known as the green city. 

There were no further questions from Council and no questions from the audience. 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN MADE BY Mr. Roger Sidoti, 
SECONDED by Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish, and CARRIED by a voice vote of  9-0-0.  

Administration Strategic Work Focus Areas for 2023-2027 

Mr. Dave Ruller, City Manager, addressed Council saying he normally updates the Goals 
and Objectives document every year and mails it to Council. Mr. Sidoti met with him to 
discuss this document and the pending list and asked him to come before Council to review 
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it. 

Mr. Ruller began by reviewing the City's Strategic Goals- Financial Heath, Support for 
Natural Resources, Superior Quality of life, Community Safety, Communities, 
City/University Synergy, and Government Performance. (Attachment #1). He said in his 
review, it was suggested he cover a few years out. He said one of the top three areas to 
focus on attracting and retaining good talent has been challenging. They are looking at a 
staffing plan for each department and will be returning to Council in the future to discuss. 

The other important goal is financial health. He said that income tax numbers are trending 
up, which he is glad to see. This may help out with the first goal of attracting talent. 

The third goal is to focus on neighborhoods. When people can work from anywhere, why 
not here? The beauty and natural resources in NE Ohio are what will attract people to our 
area. 

Mr. Sidoti has asked Dave to discuss the pending list and where it fits in Council. 

Mr. Sidoti said the bylaws of the City Council were to create goals. He said the goals they 
move forward on are on issues that Council brings to the table, but there is no formality. He 
added there is a lot of information in the strategic goals. He thought it would be worth time 
every year to make sure Counicl looks at the goals and, if there is something lacking, bring 
it back to the administration to see where it fits. Pending means, we are going to take 
action. They need to go into committee and action taken. He suggested tieing the Pending 
List to the Goals and Objectives. 

There were no further updates and no action was needed.  

New City Hall Construction Update 

Ms. Melanie Baker, Service Director, said the new building is progressing and began by 
showing current pictures of construction (Attachment #2). She reviewed the Council 
Chambers and the installation of the graded flooring and the flooring on the second floor. 
The third floor will be poured this week. She reviewed the different views of each floor. 
Inspections are going well and everything is moving forward. 

Ms. Shaffer Bish asked about points of pride in the building. She said to have a list of what 
is so great about the building, what makes it LEED certified, a state-of-the-art building, and 
if future enhancements are flexible. Melanie reviewed the R factor and the possibility of 
updating the building in the future. She said she has the architect working on compiling a list 
and will get it to the Council. 

There were no further questions or comments. The Committee of the Whole Committee 
Meeting ended at 8:00 p.m.  

Action Recommended: 

1. Authorize the adoption of the City's Climate Action Plan.

Community Development Committee  Chair Kuhar/Vice-Chair Rosenberg

Mr. Kuhar opened the Community Development Committee Meeting at   8:00 p.m. and introduced the 
first speaker, Ms. Bridget Susel, Community Development Director.  
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Tax Increment Review Council Recommendation for Davey Tree EZA 

Ms. Susel reported an Enterprise Zone Agreement was executed with Davey Tree Expert 
Company in January 2021 for the construction of a third wing at its corporate campus. That 
project was completed and the Tax Incentive Review Council (TIRC) met on March 8th and 
voted unanimously to recommend to the Council that the EZ agreement be continued. She 
is requesting Council to authorize continuing the Davey Tree Expert Company Enterprise 
Zone agreement, with an emergency clause.  

There were no questions from Council or the audience. 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE TRIC RECOMMENDATION FOR DAVEY TREE EZA MADE 
BY Ms. Gwen Rosenberg, SECONDED by Mr. Garret Ferrara, and CARRIED by a voice 
vote of  9-0-0. 

Action Recommended: 

1. Approve the Tax Increment Review Council (TIRC) recommendation to renew the
terms of the Davey Tree Enterprise Zone Agreement, with the emergency clause.

Health and Public Safety Committee  Chair Amrhein/ Vice-Chair Sidoti

Chair Amrhein called the Health and Public Safety Committee Meeting to order at 8:01 p.m. and 
asked Ms. Melanie Baker, Service Director, to speak on the first item on its agenda. 

Citywide Trash Service Bid 

Mr. Ruller introduced Ms. Melanie Baker to address Council on the bid process. 

Ms. Melanie Baker, Service Director, said she wanted to discuss current trash and recycling 
contracts with the Council, which are due to expire on July 1, 2023. She met with three local 
refuse companies- Rumke, Republic, and Kimble (Attachment #3)  She reviewed the city's 
current trash contracts, what types of services are offered, the cost, and the residents 
registered for each service. She reviewed what other communities are paying for services. 
She did the same for recycling services. She supplied a written review of items for the 
Council. She would like to bid on recyclables as part of this. She said, for the most part, 
companies offer to recycle every week. She referred Council to her second document of 
three plans. She recommends 5 levels of service and requests a weekly recycling rate and 
a biweekly recycling rate. Two alternate bids would be considered, which were 65 gallons to 
95 gallons, which she is calling standard plus. She is looking at a five-year contract. 

Ms. Shaffer Bish is confused about going out to bid, and if that leaves the County out of it. 
Melanie said Portage County can bid just for recycling. 

Ms. Wallach asked about what residents would do with current bins and if they would then 
get new bins. She asked about extra items and if the driver would come. She asked if they 
would raise rates and Ms. Baker said it would be a five-year contract. 

Mr. Turner asked about bags and the fact that some don't generate a lot of garbage. He 
said it is cheaper to utilize bags, as opposed to a fee system. Melanie said she heard these 
concerns, which is why she left them in the bidding process. 
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Mr. Kuhar asked if in the future we would be able to recycle Styrofoam and plastic bags. 
Ms. Baker said at this time it was not done.  Mayor Fiala informed Council that the Lion's 
Club collects plastic bags and donates them to TREX to be made into benches, which are 
then placed around the city. 

Ms. Rosenberg said the last time they did this a local trash hauler couldn't bid because they 
don't offer bags. She said if, by having the bag option, are we going to pay more. Ms. Baker 
said that is why they have three options, so Council will have all the options. She said she 
would get all of the bids and return them to Council. Ms. Rosenberg said if more people are 
bidding, it could bring the price down. She wants to make sure that our residents get the 
best bang for their buck. 

Mr. Sidoti asked about only 4500 customers on the spreadsheet. Ms. Baker said the other 
residents are multi-family. He asked how many residents participate in spring cleanup. She 
estimated 40 to 50% of residents. Ms. Baker is hoping costs will go down and they can put 
out their large trash items whenever they want, not just during the spring. 

Ms. Shaffer Bish asked if it works to have an option for someone to have service every 
other week. 

Mr. Ruller said we are debating what we are debating when we get the bids. He said the 
variable rate went away because it didn't work. That is why you haven't seen it today. He 
didn't want to get hung up on this topic. 

Mr. Turner said the reality is he uses a bag and has been called by residents. He said low-
income residents still want the bags. 

Ms. Judy Nelson who resides on Whetstone St. came to the microphone and said the 
Styrophome is not recyclable. She added you can recycle bags through the Lions Club and 
Universalist Church. 

MaryJane Stone of Brady Street says she uses the bag system and looks for items with less 
packaging. She said it would be a hardship for fixed-income households. She would like us 
to be more proactive and utilize bags. She said she has never gotten her bags destroyed by 
animals. 

MOTION TO APPROVE BEGINNING THE CITYWIDE TRASH SERVICE BID 
PROCESS MADE BY Mr. Garret Ferrara, SECONDED by Mr. John Kuhar, and CARRIED 
by a voice vote of  9-0-0. 

Action Recommended: 

1. Authorize issuance of a final trash service request for proposals for competitive
bids, with the emergency clause.

Finance Committee (Chair DeLeone/Vice-Chair Wallach)

Chair DeLeone called the Finance Committee to order at  8:38 pm. and introduced the first speaker, 
Ms.Rhonda Hall, Budget and Finance Director.  

Budget Appropriation 

Ms. Rhonda Hall referenced her memo submitted to the City Manager requesting a budget 
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appropriation and respectfully asked for the Council's approval. 

MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE BUDGET APPROPRIATION MADE BY Mr. Garret Ferrara, 
SECONDED by Mr. Jack Amrhein and CARRIED by a voice vote of  9-0-0. 

East Main Street Improvements Grant Request 

Mr. Jim Bowling said the Service Department is requesting approval to submit a funding 
application for a Transportation Improvement District (TID) Grant for the East Main Street 
Improvements Project. This grant will be requested at $.50 million to help reduce the 
funding gap which recently increased due to inflation.  

MOTION TO APPROVE E. MAIN ST. TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT GRANT 
MADE BY Mr. Garret Ferrara, SECONDED by Ms. Tracy Wallach, and CARRIED by a 
voice vote of  9-0-0.  

COPS Grant 

Chief Shearer said the Community Oriented Policing Service (COPS) offers communities 
the opportunity to apply for funding to hire new police officers to help fund one additional 
school resource officer. There is a 25% match with a cap of $125,000 over three years. He 
spoke with the school superintendent, who agreed to help fund this position. There is a 
requirement to fund the position twelve months after the utilization of the grant. 

Ms. Shaffer Bish asked what the school district said about the fourth year and what would 
happen during the nonschool months. Chief Shearer said he would have to revisit the 
conversation, but the school has agreed to help fund the fourth year.  He is hopeful the 
State of Ohio will provide additional funding in its new budget proposal. He said the schools 
are excited about the possibility of getting an additional officer. 

Ms. Wallach said she thinks it is a great project but asked if we could afford it. Mr. Ruller 
said this is a great way to add to our staff and is a small step in that effort. 

Mr. Ferrara asked if he thought it was warranted to have a second officer. Chief Shearer 
said he did and has been asked if we could even put an officer in every school. Mr. Ruller 
said Chief Shearer is not naive to the fact that having officers in the schools can build 
rapport and recruit the next generation of future police officers. Chief Shearer also said 
changing perceptions and building relationships at a younger age was important. 

Mr. Kuhar asked what would happen after four years. Chief Shearer's goal would be to 
hopefully keep the officer. 

Mr. Sidoti asked what stops us from applying for another grant. Chief Shearer said this 
grant application has a short application period and does not want to wait for the state to 
approve its budget. 

Mr. Turner said establishing relationships early should be a priority and he is less 
concerned about finding funding. We should find a way to maintain the position when the 
funding ends. 

MOTION TO APPROVE APPLICATION FOR COPS GRANT MADE BY Mr. Garret Ferrara, 
SECONDED by Ms.Gwen Rosenberg, and CARRIED by a voice vote of  9-0-0. 

Actions Recommended: 
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1. Approve the 2023 budget appropriations amendments with the emergency clause.
2. Approve the submission, execution, and allocation of funds if approved of the East

Main Street Transportation Improvement Grant for $500,000 with the emergency
clause.

3. Approve the submission and allocation of funds if approved for the COPS grant of
$125, 000 with the emergency clause.

Seeing no further business, the Council Committee Meetings adjourned at 8:54 p.m. 

_________________ 
Amy Wilkens     
Clerk of Council         
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DRAFT RESOLUTION NO. 2023 - 018  
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OR HIS DESIGNEE TO ADOPT A 
CLIMATE ACTION PLAN (CAP) TO IDENTIFY STRATEGIES FOR REDUCING 
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS AND INCREASING RESILIENCY TO CLIMATE CHANGE 
IN THE KENT COMMUNITY, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
WHEREAS, on October 18, 2017, Kent City Council passed RESOLUTION NO. 2017-83 in support 
of the international treaty on climate change known as the Paris Climate Agreement (PCA); and 
 
WHEREAS, RESOLUTION NO. 2017-83 committed the City of Kent to develop and adopt a 
community-based climate action plan in response to the City’s support of the Paris Climate 
Agreement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City completed a Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Inventory that documented the City of 
Kent’s greenhouse gas emissions and the Kent City Council accepted the GHG Inventory for the 
Kent community through an action voice vote on December 15, 2021; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kent hired a consultant in 2022 to develop a Climate Action Plan (CAP) 
to identify strategies for reducing the greenhouse gas emission levels, which were documented 
in the City’s December 15, 2021, Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Inventory; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Sustainability Commission, its associated Ad Hoc Committee, and the public 
participated in community engagement opportunities with the consultant on the development of a 
Climate Action Plan (CAP) that will identify strategies and best practices to consider for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and increasing the Kent community’s resiliency; and 
 
WHEREAS the City has completed its draft of the City of Kent Ohio Climate Action Plan, dated 
March 22, 2023, that identifies five strategic areas for reducing the City of Kent’s greenhouse gas 
footprint. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County:  
 
SECTION 1. That Kent City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager, or his designee, to 
adopt the Climate Action Plan (CAP), attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein. 
  
SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
SECTION 3. That this Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this Resolution is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after 
passage. 
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PASSED: _______________________________ 
Date Jerry T. Fiala 

Mayor and President of Council 
EFFECTIVE: ____________________________ 

Date 

ATTEST:    _____________________________   
Amy Wilkens 
Clerk of Council 

I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF RESOLUTION No. 
_____________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ___________________________, 20_____________. 

(SEAL)  ___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 

CLERK OF COUNCIL
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The Kent community has a long history of environmental and 
social activism. Time and time again, local and regional 

community members, groups, and institutions have stepped 
forward to give of their time, talent, and energy in truly amazing 

and immeasurable ways.

Their stories and achievements, though too long to list specifically 
in this introduction, are worthy of our acknowledgment and 

gratitude, as the Climate Action Plan presented today stands on 
the foundation of this deep, local history, actions past and present, 

and hopes for a resilient future that so many have worked 
tirelessly to build.

Into this very fertile soil, we are now introducing Kent’s Climate 
Action Plan, a guide containing initiatives focused on reducing our 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions. By adopting this plan, Kent City 
Council is taking bold action to address the environmental crisis of 
our time so that we may remain resilient in the face of the unique 
challenges a changing climate poses to our beautiful landscapes 

and our vital economic and social systems.

Implementing the Climate Action Plan initiatives will provide 
economic and financial benefits to our City, and a healthier 
environment, with improved quality of life for those living, 

working and playing in Kent. I have great faith that the Kent 
community will once again step forward to meet the challenge. 

- Judy Nelson -
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Kent, Ohio, known as the Tree City, has a rich history of progressive environmental 
action, from the restoration of the Cuyahoga River to the development of energy-
efficient municipal buildings. Over the years, the community has addressed climate 
action and sustainability in multiple meaningful ways. This report presents the first 
formal Climate Action Plan, which aims to lead Kent in its commitment to align with 
the Paris Climate Agreement. 

In 2017 the Kent City Council passed a resolution to support the Paris Climate 
Agreement (PCA). The complete resolution can be found in Appendix A. The PCA is 
the first ever legally binding international treaty on climate change. It is binding to the 
195 parties (194 countries and the European Union) that signed it. The PCA aims to 
combat global warming by keeping the mean global temperature below  2° C above 
pre-industrial levels and preferably limiting the increase to 1.5° C.

For the PCA to achieve this goal, climate neutrality must be achieved worldwide by 
2050, which requires GHG emissions to be reduced as soon as possible.  Many cities in 
the USA and worldwide have pledged to comply with PCA requirements, recognizing 
that addressing climate change is paramount to their successful social and economic 
life and resiliency.  

This Climate Action Plan (CAP) lays the foundation for Kent to fulfill its commitment to 
the PCA. The plan focuses on the following five strategic areas for reducing the city’s 
GHG footprint: 

• Stationery Energy
• Transportation
• Waste
• Agriculture, Forestry, and Other Land Uses
• Education and Outreach.

The collective purpose of the strategies is to build a foundation in Kent for 
continuous improvement in climate action. 

5

Establishing a Climate Strategy
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6

Approach

Benchmarking & GHG Gap 
Analysis
KERAMIDA assessed five peer 
communities that have published 
Climate Action Plans. Peers were 
evaluated to establish best practices 
and provide a baseline for the climate 
action planning process. KERAMIDA 
also performed a gap analysis of the 
2016 GHG inventory, compared to the 
Global Protocol for Community-Scale 
GHG Inventories

Climate Scenario Summary
Five potential future climate change 
scenarios applicable to the Midwest 
region of the country were reviewed 
and summarized to inform strategy 
development. Increased temperatures, 
changes to precipitation patterns, and 
increased extreme weather events were 
identified as the three most significant 
future climate risks.  

Community Engagement
The City of Kent and KERAMIDA 
hosted thirteen Subject Matter Experts 
(SME) interviews, one city council 
presentation, and one community 
engagement event to begin developing 
greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction 
strategies that resonate with and 
support the Kent community. 

Strategy Road-Mapping
Over one hundred potential GHG 
mitigating strategies were considered 
for the Kent CAP. KERAMIDA worked 
with the City of Kent and used 
information from the benchmarking 
assessment, climate scenario summary, 
SME interviews, and community 
engagement sessions to distill the 
number of potential recommendations 
to fifteen final strategies for the CAP 
for the City of Kent, OH. The strategies 
presented in this CAP establish a 
foundation for aggressive and 
pragmatic climate action. 

Feasibility Interviews
The proposed strategies were reviewed 
with SMEs to determine feasibility and 
troubleshoot potential roadblocks. The 
strategies will remain dynamic and 
additional feedback is encouraged.

Details on the different steps of the approach are included in Appendix B
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7

Greenhouse Gas Inventory

Greenhouse gases are a family of gases 
that warm the Earth’s atmosphere by 
trapping heat. The most common GHGs 
are carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous 
oxide. Anthropogenic GHGs, or GHGs 
originating from human activity, are the 
primary driver of climate change. For this 
reason, reducing anthropogenic GHG 
emissions is crucial to mitigating further 
climate change.

Commercial 
Energy

38.1%

Residential 
Energy

28.3%

Transportation

23%

Solid Waste

6%

Water & 
Wastewater

3%

AFOLU*

1.6%

The City of Kent completed a community-wide GHG inventory using the ICLEI Clearpath 
Pro program based on data requested in 2016. The results of the inventory are summarized 
in figure 1 below. KERAMIDA completed a GHG inventory gap analysis comparing the 2016 
City inventory with the Global Protocol for Community-Scale GHG Inventories. The analysis 
identified data gaps in the following categories: manufacturing, energy industries, non-
specified sources, fugitive emissions, waterborne navigation, aviation, and incineration. 
Figure 2, on page 8, illustrates the gap analysis results.  

The percentage of overall emissions, sectors aligned with ICLEI 
Clearpath Pro program 
*Agriculture, Forestry, and Other Land Use CE RE T SW WW AF

Figure 1 - 2016 Kent Community GHG 
Inventory Results

A GHG Inventory is a list of GHG 
emission sources and the resulting 
emissions. GHG emissions are organized 
into three scopes. 
Scope 1: Direct emissions from sources 
owned or controlled by the City.
Scope 2: Indirect emissions associated 
with purchasing utilities.
Scope 3: Indirect GHG emissions emitted 
from assets not owned or controlled by 
the City.
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The City will update the community GHG inventory in accordance with the BASIC level of 
the Global Protocol for Community-Scale GHG Inventories (GPC). More information on the 
GPC can be found in Appendix C. The GHG inventory update will be for data from 2022, 
creating a baseline for strategy benchmarking. Figure 2 below illustrates the results from the 
GHG gap analysis performed by KERAMIDA. Green highlighted cells represent data required 
for BASIC level accounting. Cells with white X’s represent partial data collected for the 2016 
Kent GHG inventory. Green cells without a white X represent a data gap; new GHG data 
must be collected for these sources. Data from the 2016 inventory will be reviewed for 
accuracy to determine if they can be used in the updated inventory. 

8

Greenhouse Gas Inventory Update

GHG Emission Source Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3
Stationary Energy
Residential Buildings x x
Commercial and Institutional Buildings and Facilities x x
Manufacturing industries and construction
Energy industries
Agriculture, forestry, and fishing activities x
Non-specified sources
Fugitive emissions from mining, processing, storage, and transportation of 
coal
Fugitive emissions from oil and natural gas systems
Transportation
On-road transportation x
Railways x
Waterborne navigation
Aviation
Off-road transportation x
Waste
Solid waste disposal x
Biological treatment of waste x
Incineration and open burning
Wastewater treatment and discharge x
Industrial Process and Product Use (IPPU)
Industrial processes
Product Use
Agriculture, Forestry, and Other Land Use (AFOLU)
Livestock
Land
Aggregate sources and non-Co2 emission sources on land 

Green cells indicate emission sources that must be reported to align with BASIC-level reporting for the Global Protocol for 
Community-Scale GHG Inventories. Cells with a white X indicate that at least partial data was collected for the associated 
emission source in the 2016 Kent GHG Inventory.

Figure 2 - GHG Gap Analysis Results 
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Stationary Energy

Stationary Energy Strategies 
include strategies to reduce GHG 
emissions from fuel combusted 
within the city boundary, GHG 
emissions from grid-supplied 

energy consumption within the 
city boundary, and GHG 

emissions associated with 
transportation and distribution 

losses from grid-supplied energy 
consumption. 2023-018 Exhibit 'A'
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Municipal Energy Management Plan
Energy consumption (commercial and residential) represents Kent’s largest source of 
emissions. Reducing energy consumption through efficiency measures is a pragmatic 
strategy to reduce community GHG emissions and save residents money. To help community 
members improve energy efficiency, Kent will pursue internal or external financing to create 
a Municipal Energy Management Plan (MEMP). The MEMP will build upon the strategies 
outlined in this CAP and should be considered a continuation of the CAP. 

A MEMP will guide the City of Kent 
toward improving the community's 
economic vitality, health, and wellness 
while reducing community GHG 
emissions. The MEMP will need to be 
written by proven experts and should 
identify initiatives to reduce 
environmental impact and save taxpayer 
dollars. The MEMP should consider at 
least the following strategies and 
expand on the strategies outlined in this 
CAP.
• Large-scale energy savings 

performance contracts
• LED transitions for municipal 

lighting
• Energy efficiency revolving fund
• Energy efficiency procurement 

policies
• Local grid resiliency

Energy savings performance contracts 
are budget-neutral funding mechanisms 
that allow building owners to reduce 
energy and water use while increasing 
operational efficiency. 

LED transitions for municipal lighting 
are a rapid return on an investment 
strategy already begun in Kent. LEDs use 
1/3 of the electricity as typical municipal 
lights and last nearly 20 years.  

Energy efficiency revolving funds are 
financial tools that increase the availability 
of debt financing for energy efficiency and 
renewable energy projects while 
minimizing borrowing costs. 

Energy efficiency procurement 
policies encourage purchasing selected 
products to meet energy efficiency criteria. 
Energy-efficient products will reduce GHG 
emissions and save money. 

Local grid resiliency will become 
increasingly vital as climatic impacts 
continue to disrupt power distribution 
networks. Resilient and stable grids are 
efficient, connected, smart, and flexible. 
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Subsidized Energy Audits
Energy audits help building owners identify energy-saving opportunities and therefore reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from electricity and natural gas consumption. A combination of the 
following options offers Kent the best opportunity to provide no-cost or subsidized energy 
audits to more individuals and businesses in Kent. 

Sliding Scale Energy Audits
Subsidize energy audits, on a sliding 
scale based on income, with funds from 
the NOPEC Energized Community 
Grant program. The average single-
family home size in Kent is 1,558 square 
feet at an average of $2.50 per square 
foot of energy costs. Using future 
aggregation of NOPEC grants, the City 
could assess funding opportunities for a 
subsidized sliding-scale energy audit for 
residential single-family homes. Energy 
audits will provide the foundation for 
building owners to identify the 
necessary retrofits and weatherization 
opportunities to address in the near 
future. 

Energy Audit at Point of Sale
Develop a policy for legislative 
consideration that real property sellers 
will obtain a certified energy audit and 
provide this information to potential 
buyers before the sale. Legislation like 
this exists across the nation and is 
implemented in various ways. In other 
communities, some examples require 
homes that are ten years or older to 
disclose comprehensive home energy 
efficiency details to buyers, or home 
energy data is collected and used to 
create an Energy Disclosure Report.

Community Spotlight
The Community Action Council of Portage County (CAC) currently offers Kent residents 
whose income is within 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines no-cost home 
weatherization assistance, including: 
• Weatherization review to determine the most cost-effective weatherization services
• Safety inspection on combustion appliances (e.g., heating units, gas stoves, etc.)
In addition to no-cost home weatherization assistance, CAC offers income-qualifying Kent 
community members summer utility payment relief, extended payment arrangements with 
utility companies based on a percentage of household incomes, in-home energy audits, 
energy efficiency installations, and summer food programs for children. 

2023-018 Exhibit 'A'

Page 129 of 168



12

GHG Reduction Ordinance

A GHG Reduction Ordinance is a multi-phase strategy for building owners with facilities 
larger than a prescribed square footage (“owners”). In phase 1 (Benchmarking), owners will 
be encouraged to track building energy and water usage using the EPA's ENERGY STAR 
portfolio manager. In Phase 2 (Transparency), owners can submit benchmarked data to the 
City. In phase 3 (Reduction), owners will be encouraged to set energy reduction targets in 
accordance with the Paris Climate Accord. One year after reduction targets are set, owners 
will be prompted to update their ENERGY STAR portfolio manager annually to display 
progress that will be shared on a public dashboard. 

2024 2025 2026 2027 2028

Buildings  > 
10,000 SF

Voluntary 
benchmarking

Phase 1 -
Benchmarking

Phase 2 -
Transparency 

Phase 3 -
Reduction, goal 

setting

Phase 3 -
Reduction, goal 

reporting

Buildings  > 
5,000 SF

Voluntary 
benchmarking

Voluntary 
benchmarking

Phase 1 -
Benchmarking

Phase 2 -
Transparency 

Phase 3 -
Reduction, goal 

setting

Phase 3 – Reduction
Encouraging large building 
owners to submit reduction 
goals and publish progress 
will reduce energy 
consumption and therefore 
reduce GHG emissions 
from the stationary energy 
sector without municipal 
capital input. Building 
owners will benefit from 
reduced utility expenses 
and improved facility 
value. 

Phase 2 – Transparency
Once building data is 
shared with the City, it can 
be made publicly 
accessible through a digital 
dashboard. Transparent 
building energy use data 
provides a more complete 
picture of the real estate 
market, leading to market 
evolution across segments 
and local geographies. 

Phase 1 - Benchmarking 
Benchmarking is the 
process of establishing a 
baseline and tracking 
performance over time. In 
this case, the focus is on 
electricity consumption in 
large buildings. 
Benchmarking can provide 
year-one savings of 1.5% 
due to increased attention 
to building energy 
performance.

Figure 3 - Proposed Implementation Schedule
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Updating energy codes on a regular cycle will reduce building energy usage and therefore 
reduce GHG emissions from stationary energy. Ohio is one of many states with mandatory 
statewide building codes, and therefore cities cannot adopt municipal-level building codes. 
Building codes for renovations and new construction follow the Ohio Board of Building 
Standards, and there is no structured review period for energy codes. Kent cannot adopt 
municipal-level energy codes that differ from Ohio state energy codes. Kent can advocate for 
state-level policy change and evaluate the capacity of municipal buildings to follow updated 
energy codes.

13

Building Codes

Advocacy
Kent will partner with communities 
across the state to advocate, via a City 
Council resolution, for state energy codes 
to be updated to the latest version of the 
International Energy Conservation Code 
(IECC) (residential) and ASHRAE 
Standard 90.1 (commercial). Should 
resolutions not lead to state-level change, 
Kent and partner communities should 
strongly consider hiring a professional 
lobbying firm to work with state 
lawmakers to change building codes and 
building code revision cycles.  

Municipal Code
LEED Silver is a strong foundation to 
build, but building codes must be 
updated to capture the latest best 
practices. Kent can develop legislation 
for all new construction and renovation 
of municipal buildings to meet the latest 
version of IECC or ASHRAE Standard 
90.1, whichever best fits the building use 
case. The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) 
has multiple sections providing funding 
for local governments to update and 
implement building code modifications 
(IRA Sec. 50131 & IRA Sec. 13304). 

Community Spotlight - RESOLUTION NO. 
2008- 202

In 2008, the Kent City Council passed a 
resolution requiring all new construction of city 
buildings larger than 5,000 square feet to meet 
LEED Silver standards. In 2018, the Kent Police 
Department moved into a new building built to 
LEED Silver standards, and a new LEED Silver 
City Hall will be completed soon (pictured on the 
right).

2023-018 Exhibit 'A'

Page 131 of 168



14

Expand Solar Energy
There are several options for procuring renewable energy, including on-site self-generation, 
community solar, utility supply options and community choice aggregation. Each option has 
pros and cons, but they should all be considered for residential and commercial electricity 
customers in Kent. Electricity produced via photovoltaic cells directly reduces GHG emissions 
from stationary energy. The City of Kent will gain more insight into the funding mechanisms 
for solar opportunities and investigate these projects further.

Partner with Solar United Neighbors Ohio
Solar United Neighbors is a 501c3 nonprofit organization that helps communities develop 
solar co-ops. A solar co-op is a group of property owners that combine their buying power to 
save money purchasing on-site solar systems (e.g., rooftop photovoltaic, photovoltaic 
canopies, ground-mounted photovoltaic, etc.) Members of solar co-ops (usually between 20-
50 property owners) can issue an RFP on behalf of the co-op, which will result in more 
competitive bids than single property RFPs. Solar United Neighbors also helps co-ops apply 
for solar financing, understand local net-meters regulations, and project building solar 
potential.

Support House Bill 450
House Bill 450 (HB 450) is currently being considered by Ohio lawmakers. If passed, HB 450 
will allow for the development of community solar projects under 50 megawatts (1 megawatt 
can power about 190 homes). Community solar projects are solar facilities that benefit 
multiple customers (individuals, businesses, nonprofits, etc.). Customers lease a portion of 
the larger project; HB 450 will allow customers to lease up to 100% of building energy 
demand. Community solar customers under HB 450 will be entitled to net metering. Kent 
will assess the feasibility of solar projects under 50 megawatts  (5 to 10 acres are needed per 
megawatt).

Community Aggregation
Kent will work with NOPEC to sign customers up for NOPEC Preferred Pricing Green 
Energy Program. Kent will examine the opportunities for community aggregation within the 
community. In Ohio, local governments can aggregate the energy used by residents and 
arrange for the purchase of renewable energy for residents. To be eligible local governments 
must be certified by the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio and adopt an ordinance that 
approves either an opt-in or opt-out aggregation. 
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Green Leasing
Energy efficiency and renewable energy can significantly reduce emissions in buildings, but 
traditional leasing practices create obstacles to investing in green projects. Green leasing 
allows tenants and landlords to collaborate and save energy, reduce costs, and achieve 
organizational sustainability goals. Green Lease Leaders was developed by the U.S. 
Department of Energy and the Institute for Market Transformation and sets the standards for 
what constitutes a green lease. Kent will develop a plan to incentivize the adoption of green 
leasing.

Credits
• Track common area energy use 
• Track common area water use 
• Disclose whole-building ENERGY 

STAR score to the tenant annually
• Ensure brokers or leasing agent(s) 

have energy training 
• Implement landlord energy 

management best practices 
• Incentivize tenants to purchase on-

site renewables if offered by the 
landlord and competitively priced 

• Meter tenant spaces for electricity 
use 

• Request annual tenant energy 
disclosure 

• Minimum energy efficiency fit-out 
for tenants 

• Establish a tenant energy efficiency 
engagement and training plan 

• Establish a whole building 
performance reduction target in 
Carbon or Energy Use Intensity 
(EUI) units 

• Establish social impact goals that 
positively contribute to the health 
and resiliency of the people and 
communities in and around 
buildings

Green Lease Leaders has developed a 
standard with three levels of achievement 
for green leasing. Kent will incentivize the 
Gold Level of Recognition which includes:
1. Completing at least five credits
2. Completing two of three prerequisites

Prerequisites
• Provide sustainability contact 

and/or information
• Implement a cost recovery clause 

for energy efficiency upgrades 
benefiting tenants

• Multifamily - Implement energy 
efficiency improvements during 
unit turns
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Transportation

Transportation Strategies 
include strategies to reduce GHG 
emissions from fuel combustion 

on-road transportation occurring 
within the city boundary, GHG 
emissions from grid-supplied 

energy consumed within the city 
boundary for on-road 

transportation, and GHG 
emissions from a portion of 

transboundary journeys 
occurring outside the city 

boundary, and transmission and 
distribution losses from grid-

supplied energy consumption. 2023-018 Exhibit 'A'
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Electric Vehicle Infrastructure

Electric vehicle (EV) infrastructure refers to the infrastructure necessary to support EV use, 
such as charging stations. When coupled with renewable electricity, EVs directly reduce 
GHG emissions from transportation. This includes both public and private charging stations. 
Public charging stations are available for use by any electric vehicle driver. Increasing 
access to EV charging stations will encourage community adoption of EVs by making 
charging more convenient, reducing “range anxiety,” and allowing access to cost savings. 
Kent will lay the groundwork for EV infrastructure development by creating a feasibility 
study before investing any resources into physical development. The study can be done 
internally or with external advisement. The following topics need to be addressed in the 
feasibility study of the current and future EV landscape; appraisal of charging options, 
appraisal of power options, operations/business models, funding opportunities, and 
municipal and school district fleet replacement.

Current and future EV landscape
The EV landscape refers to EV users and infrastructure. The current landscape represents 
how many residents currently own EVs and how the EVs are charged. Projecting a future 
landscape will inform Kent of the eventual needs of the community. Parking garages, on-
street parking, retail stores, and Kent State University are all excellent options for expanding 
the EV landscape.

Appraisal of charging options
There are multiple ways for EV owners to charge their vehicles, and all options must be 
considered. The feasibility study needs to focus on public charging options, specifically 
expanding public options to be visible, evenly distributed, and high-capacity. Additional 
factors to consider are traffic patterns, housing density, and technical feasibility. For-profit 
charging companies need to be considered among the options. For-profit charging 
companies work with local businesses to deploy charging stations and develop business 
models to profit from customers.

Appraisal of power options
EV Charging stations pull a large amount of electricity from the grid, so the power landscape 
needs to be reviewed with Kent and local utility aggregators. This will ensure that the grid has 
the capacity to support the EV infrastructure before installation. Additionally, Kent will 
explore options for zero-emission charging through renewable energy procurement. 
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Operations and business models
The long-term sustainability of Kent's EV infrastructure will be dependent on the financial 
viability of EV charging stations. Topics to be considered include; available operating models, 
enforcement issues and regulatory considerations. Kent will need to ensure that the 
municipality is EV-compatible through ordinances and zoning. Even if city codes do not 
prohibit EV infrastructure development, they must be optimized to encourage EV ownership 
and equitable distribution of charging stations.

Funding Opportunities
Kent will seek funding opportunities while the EV infrastructure feasibility survey is 
completed. The cost of installing charging stations varies based on numerous factors, but on 
average, the capital cost for one station is between $12,000 and $15,000. There are many 
opportunities to fund the development of EV infrastructure, including IRA provisions for tax 
credits for individuals. Funding opportunities are also expected to continue to grow in the 
coming years. Kent needs to align funding opportunities with municipal feasibility. As of 2022, 
The City has already secured a dual station for the new administration building.

Electric Vehicle School Buses
Replacing diesel buses with clean electric school buses improves air quality for children, 
saves school districts money, improves the resilience of the electrical grid, and reduces the 
carbon emissions that drive climate change. The opportunities for school bus fleet managers 
to replace conventional, highly polluting diesel vehicles with clean electric models are rapidly 
increasing. Federal funding for school bus electrification is greater than ever, there is a 
growing awareness in communities of the urgent need to reduce vehicle emissions, and 
manufacturers are offering an increasing variety of electric models.
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Bike and Walk Infrastructure
Walking and cycling are the cleanest ways to get around a city, and both can have enormous 
benefits for health, greenhouse gas emission reduction, air quality, road safety, and equity. To 
make walking and cycling more attractive options, Kent must focus on safety, convenience, 
culture, and comfort for people on bike and foot. These goals should be aligned with Kent's 
2004 Bicentennial Sustainable Transportation Plan. Over the next five years, Kent will focus 
on the following goals:

Complete the connection between Portage Hike and Bike Trail
Kent aims to find funding for the Portage Hike and Bike Trail section that is walkable but 
not yet bikable. By 2025 the City aims to have started this project in phases.

Finalize agreement with Akron for Lake Rockwell Trail
Kent aims to develop the Lake Rockwell Trail over Akron's water mains that will 
connect to regional trails providing new access points and increasing walkability and 
bikeability to multiple schools. 

Complete the rehabilitation of East Main Street 
Starting in 2025, Kent will transform a five-lane road to make East Main Street a more 
bikeable road between Kent State, commercial, and residential properties.

Rehabilitate the Stow Street pedestrian bridge
The City will work with Portage County Engineer to rehabilitate the Stow Street 
pedestrian bridge to increase pedestrian accessibility in the City. 

Improve the safety of State Route 43 at the gateway coming into Kent
Kent will partner with Davey Tree to develop safety improvements to State Route 43 to 
slow vehicles at the gateway coming into town.

Add bike lanes to Hudson Road leading into Kent
By 2025, the City of Kent plans to have started construction of bike lanes on Hudson 
Road to increase bikeability leading into town. 
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Waste

Waste Strategies include 
strategies to reduce GHG 

emissions from solid waste 
generated within the city 

boundary and disposed of in 
landfills or open dumps within 

the city boundary, GHG 
emissions from waste generated 
outside the city boundary and 
disposed of in landfills or open 

dumps within the city boundary, 
and emissions from solid waste 

generated within the city 
boundary but disposed of in 

landfills or open dumps outside 
the city boundary. 2023-018 Exhibit 'A'
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Food Waste Diversion
Kent State University (Kent State) utilizes an anaerobic digestion system at its largest dining 
facility to divert hundreds of pounds of food waste from the landfill daily. The anaerobic 
digestion process converts food waste to renewable energy, allowing Kent State to decrease its 
environmental impact while creating renewable energy. Kent State and the City of Kent can 
partner to pilot a community anaerobic composting process using the same technology 
currently in place.

Anaerobic Digestion Process
Pre- and post-consumer food waste from Kent 
State is ground on-site using a customized, 
industrial-strength food service grinder as part of 
the Grind2Energy system. Once ground, the 
food waste is stored in a large storage vessel as a 
dense slurry. Once the vessel is full, Kent State’s 
composting partner, the Quasar Energy Group, 
transports the food waste to its facility in 
Cleveland for anaerobic digestion. Anaerobic 
digestion produces two byproducts, natural gas 
and nutrient-rich fertilizer. Natural gas is used to 
fuel vehicles or create electricity. The nutrient-
rich fertilizer is used as a soil supplement.

Partnership Opportunity
The following steps are suggested to establish a partnership between Kent and Kent State to 
digest residential organic waste:
1. Perform a literature review to understand best practices from town-gown anaerobic 

digestion system partnerships.
2. Conduct a small-scale pilot program with residents. A pilot program will allow Kent State 

and Kent to work through logistic roadblocks, including waste contamination, drop-off, 
Kent State staffing, and capacity management. 

3. Should the pilot go well, it can be expanded to accept additional waste from more 
residents. Supplementary steps beyond an expanded pilot will likely be more than five 
years out and, therefore, outside the scope of the CAP. Potential next steps could include:

• Curbside collection
• On-site anaerobic digestion
• On-site use of natural gas to generate electricity or steam for the Kent State campus
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Updated Waste Hauling RFP
Kent will release a request for proposal (RFP) for a waste hauling contract in the summer of 
2023. This represents an opportunity to include language requiring the new waste hauler to 
use low-emission vehicles. A portion of GHG emissions associated with waste is from the fuel 
burned to transport that waste from Kent to the area landfill. Low-emission waste-hauling 
vehicles will reduce the amount of emissions from the hauling of waste.

From the period [insert timeframe] through the 
end of this Contract (including extensions, if 
any), [insert percentage] collection vehicles 
regularly used by the Contractor shall be 
compressed natural gas-fueled collection 
vehicles (CNG) or meet regulations set in the 
EPAs Phase 2 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Standards and Fuel Efficiency Standards for 
Medium- and Heavy-Duty Engines and 
Vehicles. Back-up vehicles used less than thirty 
(30) days per year shall not be subject to the 
age, mileage, and other requirements that apply 
to regularly-used vehicles but shall be 
presentable, in safe working order, and shall be 
subject to all other conditions of this section.

Any heavy-duty trade waste hauling vehicle 
shall use the best available retrofit technology, 
specifically, technology that has been verified 
by the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency ("EPA") for reducing the emission of 
pollutants that achieves reductions in 
particulate matter emissions at the highest 
classification level for diesel emission control 
strategies that are applicable to a particular 
engine and application that has been approved 
for use by the commissioner or is installed with 
an EPA certified engine year 2007 or later.

RFP Language Examples
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Agriculture, Forestry, 
and Other Land Use 

Agriculture, Forestry, and 
Other Land Use (AFOLU) 

Strategies include strategies to 
reduce GHG emissions from 

livestock within the city 
boundary,  GHG emissions from 
land within the city boundary, 

and GHG emissions from 
aggregate sources and non-CO2 
emission sources on land within 

the city boundary. 2023-018 Exhibit 'A'
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Urban Tree Credits

This initiative aims to create a carbon credit program for trees in Kent. A carbon credit 
represents one metric ton of carbon dioxide (CO2). Companies, cities, or organizations that 
want to reduce their carbon footprint can purchase carbon credits to offset emissions they 
cannot reduce. An urban tree credit is the amount of carbon a single tree captures from the 
atmosphere and the financial value associated with that carbon removal. As a tree grows 
larger, it can capture increasing amounts of carbon, thus making it more valuable over time 
in terms of monetary credit value. Cities that plant trees can make this urban tree credit (or 
carbon credit) available for purchase to those who are interested in offsetting their emissions.

Local Carbon Market
Developing a carbon 
market within Kent can 
create a new financing 
mechanism for climate 
initiatives. Kent should 
work with CFC, a nonprofit 
carbon registry that 
manages carbon protocols 
and impact standards for 
metropolitan areas in the 
United States. CFC works 
with cities and other urban 
forestry leaders around the 
nation to assign an urban 
tree credit to each tree 
planted in an urban tree 
canopy. CFC connects 
urban forest leaders with 
companies interested in 
purchasing carbon offsets 
or investing in certified 
planting projects with 
health, equity, and 
environmental impacts.

New Tree Plantings
Using the current tree 
inventory, a strategy can 
be developed to plan new 
tree plantings in areas with 
a low canopy density,  
increased risk of flooding, 
high energy burden, and 
high asphalt 
concentrations. While most 
of Kent's neighborhoods 
are fully planted, the tree 
inventory can be used to 
identify the areas with the 
greatest planting need. 
New tree plantings should 
be documented in line with 
the CFC requirements to 
ensure that the proper data 
is collected to create a 
carbon market if desired. 
CFC is a non-profit carbon 
registry for urban forestry 
projects.

Tree Inventory Updates
This initiative is centered 
around continuing to 
document Kent's existing 
tree canopy. A Tree 
inventory (of more than 
four years) will reveal the 
age, species, size, and 
condition of the trees the 
City manages. The 
inventory will be the 
foundation for a longer 
management plan for 
maintaining and expanding 
the City's tree canopy. It is 
important that throughout 
the process of creating a 
tree inventory, the City 
follows the City Forest 
Credit (CFC) inventory 
requirements (both for new 
plantings and preservation) 
to ensure the City will have 
the data available to create 
a carbon market if desired.
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Education and 
Outreach

Education and Outreach 
Strategies include strategies to 

educate the Kent community 
about the CAP and the strategies 

presented within the CAP. 
Education and Outreach 

strategies synergize with the rest 
of the strategies in the CAP. 2023-018 Exhibit 'A'
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Energy Education

Energy represents the most significant portion of Kent’s GHG inventory. Increasing 
energy literacy can build urban resilience through education. Energy literacy is an 
understanding of the nature and role of energy in our lives and the ability to apply this 
understanding to answer and solve problems. Social factors, including education, 
influence energy decisions. One way to manage energy resources is through conservation, 
including reducing wasteful energy use, using energy more efficiently, and reducing 
energy use altogether. 

The table below provides a matrix of behavior change and non-behavior change activities 
that other cities have used to reduce energy reliance. Information, Promotion, 
Infrastructure, and Consulting organize the areas. The activity is then categorized by 
whether it can reduce dependence on energy (Stationary Energy) use or decouple 
mobility from energy consumption (Transportation). 

Area Energy-Saving Activity Stationary 
Energy Transportation Partners

P
ro

m
ot

io
n

s

Promote NOPECs Energy 
Efficiency Financing to 

commercial property owners 
(PACE) and Portage County's 
Community Action Council's 

weatherization program

X X NOPEC

Promotion of using public 
transport for sports tournaments/ 

Kent State games
X PARTA, Kent State

Promotion of using public 
transport, car sharing, and bike 

sharing during the summer 
months

X PARTA

Bike station in the city center X
Kent Cycle, Kent 

State

C
on

su
lt

in
g

Consulting on retrofitting 
strategies to increase the energy 

efficiency of buildings
X

Local energy 
utilities

Large employers encouraged to 
elaborate on mobility strategy

X
Local businesses, 

New City-Business 
Climate Alliance
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Area Energy-Saving Activity Stationary Energy Transportation Partners
In

fo
rm

at
io

n

Information events on energy and 
campaigning (e.g., presentations). 

Table at Earth Day events, Heritage 
Festival, River Day, Music Festivals, 

Concerts in the Park, Saturday 
Haymaker Farmers Markets, etc. 

X X

Local energy 
utilities, 

nonprofits, 
HOAs, Kent 

State, cultural 
organizations

Education programs for schools 
(energy & climate), engaging 

teachers already passionate about 
the subject. 

X

Kent State, 
Kent City 

School District, 
NOPEC

Articles in the regional newspaper 
and city website on sustainable 

energy consumption
X X

Local news 
outlets

Sustainable traveling/tourism X

Central 
Portage VCB, 

Kent State 
Hotel and 

Conference 
Center

Competition between households to 
save electricity

X
Local energy 

utilities 

Being present at local exhibitions 
and fairs

X X NOPEC

Tenant engagement and education 
on energy efficiency

X
Local Rental 
Properties

Sustainability signage around Kent X X

Host a community cleanup event 
through NOPEC's Event Scholarship 

Program
X X NOPEC

Subsidies for energy-efficient 
buildings

X
Local energy 

utilities
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Academic Partnerships
The City of Kent has unique access to an institute of higher education and a local school 
system with a thriving workforce development program. Both educational resources can be 
leveraged to assist Kent with designing and implementing strategies from the CAP and other 
climate-mitigating programs. 

Kent State University Partnership
Kent State is set to release a 
sustainability plan. The City should 
leverage the shared sustainability goals 
by partnering with Kent State to offer 
students experiential learning 
opportunities. Experiential learning is a 
process where students learn through 
real-world action. Experiential learning 
benefits the students and the 
organization with which the student is 
partnering. To develop an experiential 
learning partnership, the City will 
partner with Kent State to develop a 
structure for receiving sustainability 
related projects, integrating projects 
into the current curriculum, and 
delivering agreed services 

Potential student projects include:

• Community energy audits

• CAP marketing

• Urban tree inventory updates

• GHG inventory updates

Kent School District Partnership
Kent City School District (KCS) is 
actively taking measures to decrease its 
environmental impact. One strategy that 
KCS is using is experiential learning. 
KCS participates in the Six District 
Educational Compact, which provides 
students with relevant, engaging, hands-
on programming. The compact contains 
26 focus areas including: Community 
Agriculture for Local Impact, 
Construction Technologies, 
Engineering, Forestry and Landscape 
Management, and Marketing 
Management. All these focus areas can 
be leveraged to provide experiential 
learning opportunities for high school 
students.  KCS also offers the Expedition 
Academy ("academy") program. The 
academy seeks to create an alternative 
learning experience by integrating 
subjects with outdoor skills and 
community service. The academy 
creates a learning experience that 
cultivates the academic and 
interpersonal skills needed in the 
workplace. The academy can be 
leveraged individually or in conjunction 
with Kent State and the Six District 
Compact to offer experiential learning 
opportunities for KCS students. 
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CAP Outreach

Public engagement is a critical part of every climate action plan. The outreach strategy 
focuses on making community members aware that this landmark plan is in place and how 
they can play a role in its progress. This could be through various outreach strategies, such 
as creating simple videos that explain the CAP, a kickoff celebration, tabling at local events, 
and/or creating a webpage for elements of the plan. Every community decides to engage its 
community differently based on what works best for its residents. Fortunately, Kent has many 
advocates throughout the community that are interested in partnering with the City to help 
spread the word about the CAP implementation. 

CAP Webpage
Community interviews indicated a desire 
for access to the CAP and sustainability-
related information via a webpage. This can 
effectively get the word out about various 
CAP-related initiatives, recruit volunteers, 
and keep the community in the loop on 
progress. Kent State students can be 
leveraged to help build a CAP webpage as a 
valuable experience for the students and an 
excellent resource for the City and 
community members. 

City-Business Climate Alliance
The City controls only a portion of Kent’s 
GHG emissions - working with businesses is 
critical. Fortunately, Kent's Chamber of 
Commerce is interested in engaging 
businesses. A City-Business Climate 
Alliance is a local strategic collaboration 
between the City, Kent State, and the 
private sector to achieve Kent's climate 
goals, including meaningful reductions in 
GHGs, encouraging local shopping, 
designing and implementing adaptation 
measures, and building resilient systems. 

Educational Videos
Educational videos are an engaging way for 
residents to have a visual and audio aid that 
explains the progress the City is making. 
This is one way to provide transparency 
around the CAP and what is involved. 
There are several potential strategies, 
including a short overview of the plan or a 
webinar presentation link on the City's 
website for residents to watch later and 
offer as an educational resource. 

Climate Action Plan Kickoff
The purpose is to generate excitement and 
engagement while sharing knowledge with 
residents and ensuring community 
members know the value of their input. All 
groups participating in the plan’s 
development will be invited, along with any 
other businesses, civil society groups, 
nonprofit organizations, student groups, 
faith organizations, or residents interested 
in learning more about Kent's CAP work. 
This can be held at Kent State or a library.
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A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT IN SUPPORT OF 
THE PARIS CLIMATE AGREEMENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, consensus exists among the world's leading climate scientists that global 
warming caused by emissions of greenhouse gases from human activities, which has led to 
climate change, is among the most significant problems facing the world today; and 

WHEREAS, global climate change has led to increased occurrences of extreme weather 
events and to adverse impacts on ecosystems, demographic patterns and socio-economic 
activities; and 

WHEREAS, responding to climate change provides communities an opportunity to be a 
leader in a green economy; developing products, services and knowledge that are required 
when transitioning to a climate-resilient future; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Kent desires to protect and enhance the quality of life for all those 
who live, work, learn and play in our community, without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs; and 

WHEREAS, actions that reduce greenhouse gas emissions also have the potential to improve 
air and water quality, public health, energy security, social equity, our local economy and 
natural environment, and the quality of life in Kent; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Kent has demonstrated its commitment to sustainability through a 
series of initiatives, including signing on to the U.S. Conference of Mayors' Climate Protection 
Agreement in 2007, the creation of a Sustainability Commission, energy efficiency 
improvements to existing city buildings, and a commitment to LEED certifications for new 
construction; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Kent recognizes the important role that local communities will play in 
taking immediate action to significantly curb greenhouse gas emissions; and 

WHEREAS, protecting our planet is of the utmost importance and requires a comprehensive 
effort at all levels-including government policies, industry standards, and household 
practices. 

30

Appendix A – Kent City Council 
Resolution No. 2017-83 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, 
Ohio, at least three-fourths (3/4) of all members elected thereto concurring: 

SECTION 1. The City of Kent commits to consider for adoption a community-based climate 
action plan to be developed by the Sustainability Commission in response to the City's 
support of the Paris Climate Agreement and in accordance with this resolution. 

SECTION 2. The City of Kent, with this Resolution, stands in solidarity with communities 
across the nation and the world in support of the Paris Climate Agreement. 

SECTION 3. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting 
of this Council and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that 
resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all 
legal requirements of Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION 4. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after the earliest 
time permitted by law. 
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Appendix B – Detailed Approach 
The City of Kent hired environmental and sustainability consultancy KERAMIDA Inc. to 
facilitate the creation of Kent’s CAP. The City Council approved the project to establish three 
to five emission reduction strategies for each greenhouse gas emission sector. Below is a 
detailed summary of the approach used to construct the CAP. Special attention was paid to 
deeply understanding and integrating the rich culture of the Kent community. 

Climate Scenario Summary
The Climate Scenario Summary (CSS) aims to assess the physical risks that climate change 
poses to the City of Kent across many future climate scenarios. The United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) describes possible climate futures, all 
considered possible depending on the amount of GHGs emitted in the future. These futures 
are referred to as Representative Concentration Pathways (RCPs), which are used for making 
projections on the following factors: physical impacts of climate change, population size, 
economic activity, lifestyle, energy use, land use patterns, technology, climate policy, and 
more. KERAMIDA selected the following RCPs for the CSS analysis. 

• RCP 2.6 - IPCC’s most stringent scenario. The pathway is unlikely to exceed 2°C. The 
increase of average surface temperature across the globe by the end of the 21st century 
(2100) is expected to be 0.3-1.7°C.

• RCP 4.5 – Intermediate scenario.  The pathway is likely to exceed 1.5°C, more likely than 
not to exceed 2°C, and unlikely to exceed 3°C. The increase of average surface 
temperature across the globe by 2100 is expected to be 1.1-2.6°C. 

• RCP 6.0 – Intermediate scenario without additional efforts to constrain emissions. The 
pathway is likely to exceed 2°C. The increase of average surface temperature across the 
globe by 2100 is expected to be 1.4-3.1°C.

• RCP 8.5 – IPCC’s least stringent scenario without additional efforts to constrain 
emissions. The pathway is likely to exceed 2°C. The increase of average surface 
temperature across the globe by 2100 is expected to be 2.6-4.8°C. 

In exploring the potential impact of climate change on the community of Kent, both 
opportunities and risks need to be considered. Climate-related physical risks are risks from 
physical changes in the ecosystems and environments where companies operate. Physical 
risks can be acute (e.g., increasing frequency and intensity of storms, hurricanes, and floods) 
or chronic (changes in precipitation patterns, sea level rise, and changes in mean 
temperatures).
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The National Resources Defense Council (NRDC) created a climate health analysis for the 
state of Ohio taking an in-depth look at changes in both extreme heat and extreme 
precipitation. Both ends of the RCP spectrum were analyzed. Implementing reduction 
methods and targets aligning with the stringent 2°C global warming results in zero change in 
heavy precipitation. However, an increase in precipitation can be seen drastically across the 
country. Ohio sees a substantial increase, 4x the volume of current precipitation values. 

All the above considered, the Climate Scenario Summary will need to be continuously 
reviewed and edited as global warming changes occur and trends become apparent very 
shortly. In the most recent IPCC Sixth Assessment Report, societal factors have been studied 
and taken into consideration resulting in a change from RCPs to Shared Socioeconomic 
Pathways (SSPs). Societal and social factors for the City of Kent are guaranteed to affect 
greenhouse gas emissions, therefore, should be included in a formal Sustainability Plan in the 
next few years.

Benchmarking Analysis

KERAMIDA selected four cities and one county to benchmark. Both sustainability and 
climate action plans are included in the analysis. Sustainability plans are more holistic than 
climate action plans and include consideration for topics like natural preservation or 
increased employment rate. The five benchmarked peers were considered for one or more 
factors, including college towns, similar-sized cities, cities located in the Midwest, and 
proximity to Kent. 

Each plan was reviewed for the following themes (including goals and actions) GHG goal(s), 
renewable energy, transportation, waste, water, university collaboration, education/outreach, 
and resilience. Below is a summary of the selected peers and the assessed themes.

33

Toledo-Lucas 
County, OH

Athens, OH Oberlin, 
OH

Bloomington
, IN 

Lincoln, 
NE

Population 431.279 24,978 8,252 79,168 292,65
7

Size (Square Miles) 341 10.05 4.92 23.16 99.05
Plan Publish Year 2014 2018 2019 2018 2021
Plan Type SAP SAP CAP SAP CAP
Transportation x x x x x
Renewable Energy x x x x x
Waste x x x x x
Water x x x x
University 
Collaboration 

x x x

Education/Outreach x x x x
Resilience x x

Benchmarking Results
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Community Engagement
Community engagement is the foundation of KERAMIDA’s approach to climate action 
planning. Each community has its own unique needs, challenges, and dynamics that must be 
accounted for within any plan or roadmap for change. A Climate Action Plan must be feasible 
for the community and work to benefit the community members and all its institutions. 
Therefore, community engagement was a top priority during the planning process to ensure 
that the voices and insights of the community were considered and included appropriately. 

The KERAMIDA Livable Cities Team traveled to Kent the week of October 3rd, 2022, to 
conduct a thorough community engagement strategy, including a City Council presentation, 
a series of subject matter expert interviews, and a public engagement session. 
City Council Presentation - KERAMIDA Senior Sustainability Manager presented to the Kent 
City Council on October 5th, 2022. KERAMIDA provided an overview of the approach for the 
Climate Action Plan and updated the council on the progress to date. The City Council was 
able to ask questions and provide helpful insight regarding expectations, priorities, and 
roadblocks to consider.

Subject Matter Expert Interviews – During KERAMIDA’s six-day trip to Kent, the team met with 
over 13 different community members that could provide details and context critical for 
KERAMIDA’s understanding of the community. These leaders may be called upon when it is 
time to implement these reduction initiatives; therefore, their insight into this climate action 
plan is of the utmost importance. These interviews covered topics such as existing 
sustainability initiatives, failed and successful efforts, details of operations, understanding of 
community expectations, available data and data collection, recommendations for initiatives, 
community culture, environmental justice, and more. Upon completing these conversations, 
KERAMIDA identified over 100 initiatives and actions to explore and research further.

Public Engagement Session – In addition to the subject matter expert interviews, it was 
important to hear community voices when developing the climate action plan. This plan has 
the potential to impact community members’ daily lives, and their insight is invaluable to the 
planning process. A Climate Action Plan will only be successful if it works for the community 
and is, in large part, created by the community itself. On October 6th, 2022, a public 
engagement session was held at the Fire Department. Participants were educated on 
KERAMIDA’s approach to climate action planning before breaking out into groups to discuss 
key questions, including:
• What social equity and environmental issues exist within the Kent community with the 
greatest need and/or attention from the CAP efforts?
• What roadblocks have historically prevented or slowed progress?
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• What initiatives should KERAMIDA, and the City of Kent take into consideration for 
reducing GHG emissions?

• What climate-related mitigation strategies or actions have been successful and 
unsuccessful to date?

The community engagement portion of the climate action planning process informed 
KERAMIDA’s final assessment of the reduction initiatives that can be undertaken considering 
Kent’s capacity and culture. 

Feasibility Interviews
Upon the evaluation and selection of the top 15-20 reduction strategies for the city, the 
KERAMDIA team reconnected with a group of subject matter experts that had been 
interviewed in October to confirm the feasibility of the proposed initiatives. They were asked 
to complete a survey that evaluated the initiatives that were most applicable to each person’s 
expertise. This included questions related to project timelines, time and resources required, 
staffing needs, cost, community support and recommendations for improvements that could 
be made to the implementation roadmap. The results of this survey confirmed the feasibility 
of the selected initiatives and helped troubleshoot potential roadblocks. The strategies will 
remain dynamic and additional feedback is encouraged.

Strategy Road-Mapping 
Over one hundred potential GHG mitigating strategies were considered for the Kent CAP. 
Strategies were originally developed during the community engagement process. The 
strategies pulled from the community engagement process were analyzed by experts at 
KERAMIDA. Strategies that did not have an associated GHG emission reduction were cut. 
The remaining strategies were analyzed for community feasibility. Strategies determined to 
be too cost-intensive or long-term were cut. 

A reduced number of strategies were presented to an internal working group of City 
administrators. The strategies were reviewed for feasibility. Any strategies deemed unfeasible 
by the working group were cut. The remaining group of strategies were researched in-depth 
and presented to SMEs during the Feasibility interview process. Strategies were refined 
according to SME feedback. A final set of strategies were selected for the CAP and were 
reviewed by the Sustainability Ad Hoc committee and city administration before the final 
CAP was published. 
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Appendix C – GPC GHG Gas Index
Index Scope GHG Emission Source

Stationary Energy
1.1 Residential Buildings

1.1.1 1 Emissions from fuel combustion within the city boundary
1.1.2 2 Emissions from grid-supplied energy consumed within the city boundary
1.1.3 3 Emissions from transmission and distribution losses from grid-supplied energy consumption
1.2 Commercial and Institutional Buildings and Facilities

1.2.1 1 Emissions from fuel combustion within the city boundary
1.2.2 2 Emissions from grid-supplied energy consumed within the city boundary
1.2.3 3 Emissions from transmission and distribution losses from grid-supplied energy consumption
1.3 Manufacturing industries and construction

1.3.1 1 Emissions from fuel combustion within the city boundary
1.3.2 2 Emissions from grid-supplied energy consumed within the city boundary
1.3.3 3 Emissions from transmission and distribution losses from grid-supplied energy consumption
1.4 Energy industries

1.4.1 1 Emissions from fuel combustion within the city boundary
1.4.2 2 Emissions from grid-supplied energy consumed within the city boundary
1.4.3 3 Emissions from transmission and distribution losses from grid-supplied energy consumption
1.5 Agriculture, forestry, and fishing activities

1.5.1 1 Emissions from fuel combustion within the city boundary
1.5.2 2 Emissions from grid-supplied energy consumed within the city boundary
1.5.3 3 Emissions from transmission and distribution losses from grid-supplied energy consumption
1.6 Non-specified sources

1.6.1 1 Emissions from fuel combustion within the city boundary
1.6.2 2 Emissions from grid-supplied energy consumed within the city boundary
1.6.3 3 Emissions from transmission and distribution losses from grid-supplied energy consumption
1.7 Fugitive emissions from mining, processing, storage, and transportation of coal

1.7.1 1 Emissions from fugitive emissions within the city boundary
1.8 Fugitive emissions from oil and natural gas systems

1.8.1 1 Emissions from fugitive emissions within the city boundary
Transportation

2.1 On-road transportation
2.1.1 1 Emissions from fuel combustion on-road transportation occurring within the city boundary

2.1.2 2 Emissions from grid-supplied energy consumed within the city boundary for on-road 
transportation

2.1.3 3 Emissions from portion of transboundary journeys occurring outside the city boundary, and 
transmission and distribution losses from grid-supplied energy consumption

2.2 Railways
2.2.1 1 Emissions from fuel combustion for railway transportation occurring within the city boundary
2.2.2 2 Emissions from grid-supplied energy consumed within the city boundary for railways

2.2.3 3 Emissions from portion of transboundary journeys occurring outside the city boundary, and 
transmission and distribution losses from grid-supplied energy consumption

2.3 Waterborne navigation
2.3.1 1 Emissions from fuel combustion for waterborne navigation occurring within the city boundary

2.3.2 2 Emissions from grid-supplied energy consumed within the city boundary for waterborne 
navigation

2.3.3 3 Emissions from portion of transboundary journeys occurring outside the city boundary, and 
transmission and distribution losses from grid-supplied energy consumption
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Index Scope GHG Emission Source
Transportation cont.

2.4 Aviation
2.4.1 1 Emissions from fuel combustion for aviation occurring within the city boundary
2.4.2 2 Emissions from grid-supplied energy consumed within the city boundary for aviation

2.4.3 3 Emissions from portion of transboundary journeys occurring outside the city boundary, and 
transmission and distribution losses from grid-supplied energy consumption

2.5 Off-road transportation
2.5.1 1 Emissions from fuel combustion for off-road transportation occurring within the city boundary

2.5.2 2 Emissions from grid-supplied energy consumed within the city boundary for off-road 
transportation

Waste
3.1 Solid waste disposal

3.1.1 1 Emissions from solid waste generated within the city boundary and disposed in landfills or 
open dumps within the city boundary

3.1.2 1 Emissions from waste generated outside the city boundary and disposed in landfills or open 
dumps within the city boundary

3.1.3 3 Emissions from solid waste generated within the city boundary but disposed in landfills or 
open dumps outside the city boundary

3.2 Biological treatment of waste

3.2.1 1 Emissions from solid waste generated within the city boundary that is treated biologically 
within the city boundary

3.2.2 2 Emissions from waste generated outside the city boundary but treated biologically within the 
city boundary

3.2.3 3 Emissions from solid waste generated within the city boundary but treated biologically outside 
of the city boundary

3.3 Incineration and open burning
3.3.1 1 Emissions from solid waste generated and treated within the city boundary
3.3.2 1 Emissions from waste generated outside the city boundary but treated within the city boundary

3.3.3 3 Emissions from solid waste generated within the city boundary but treated outside of the city 
boundary

3.4 Wastewater treatment and discharge
3.4.1 1 Emissions from wastewater generated and treated within the city boundary

3.4.2 1 Emissions from wastewater generated outside the city boundary but treated within the city 
boundary

3.4.3 3 Emissions from wastewater generated within the city boundary but treated outside of the city 
boundary

Industrial Process and Product Use (IPPU)
4.1 1 Emissions from industrial processes occurring within the city boundary
4.2 1 Emissions from product use occurring within the city boundary

Agriculture, Forestry, and Other Land Use (AFOLU)
5.1 1 Emissions from livestock within the city boundary
5.2 1 Emissions from land within the city boundary

5.3 1 Emissions from aggregate sources and non-CO2 emission sources on land within the city 
boundary

The GPC accounts for GHG emissions attributable to activities within the city’s geographic 
boundary. The GPC outlines two reporting levels. The BASIC level covers emission sources 
that occur in almost all cities. Kent will be updating the community GHG inventory based on 
BASIC level requirements. The BASIC+ level is more comprehensive and covers emissions 
sources not found in every municipality. BASIC+ requires more vigorous data collection and 
GHG emission calculation. 
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DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2023 - 019 
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OR HIS DESIGNEE TO ENTER 
INTO A LETTER OF INTENT WITH THE CITY OF AKRON AND OTHER GOVERNMENT 
ENTITIES OPERATING IN THE AKRON METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA (MSA) ON 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF A REGIONAL COOPERATIVE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN (CAP) 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
WHEREAS, the Biden Administration and the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(USEPA) established the Climate Pollution Reduction Grants (CPRG) Program with funding made 
available through the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) for the development and implementation of plans 
for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and other air pollutants; and 
 
WHEREAS, the CPRG Program is designated for specified metropolitan statistical areas (MSA) and 
the City of Akron and other government entities operating in the Akron Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(AMSA) anticipate the AMSA will have the opportunity to apply for CPRG funding for regional 
cooperative climate action plan implementation actions in the near future; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Akron and other government entities operating in the Akron Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (AMSA) are required to enter into a Letter of Intent (LOI) for the development of a 
regional cooperative climate action plan (CAP) so that a plan is already complete with identified 
implementation strategies when the USEPA has CPRG Program funding available for the AMSA; 
and 
  
WHEREAS, the City of Kent desires to participate in the regional cooperative climate action plan 
process and enter into a Letter of Intent (LOI) with the City of Akron and other government entities 
operating in the Akron Metropolitan Statistical Area (AMSA) so work can begin on developing a 
regional cooperative climate action plan for the AMSA. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County:  
 
SECTION 1. That Kent City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager, or his designee, to 
enter into Letter of Intent with the City of Akron and other government entities located and 
operating in the Akron Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) on the development of a regional 
cooperative Climate Action Plan (CAP). 
 
SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after 
passage. 
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PASSED:                                                      _______________________________ 
           Date     Jerry T. Fiala 
        Mayor and President of Council 
EFFECTIVE: ____________________________ 
   Date 
 
ATTEST:    _____________________________                                         
  Amy Wilkens 

Clerk of Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
_____________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ___________________________, 20_____________.   
 
(SEAL)                   ___________________________ 

AMY WILKENS 
         CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2023-020 

 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO CONTINUE 
THE ENTERPRISE ZONE AGREEMENT WITH THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT COMPANY 
PROVIDING FOR A PROJECT AND REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO 
THE OHIO ENTERPRISE ZONE PROGRAM (EZ), AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
WHEREAS, the City executed the Enterprise Zone Agreement in January, 2021; and 
 
WHEREAS, the project is now complete and the agreement is considered active and the Tax 
Incentive Review Council (TIRC) met on March 8, 2023 and voted unanimously to recommend to 
Council to continue the agreement as is. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio: 
 
SECTION 1. That the City Manager, or his designee, is hereby authorized to continue the 
Enterprise Zone Agreement with The Davey Tree Expert Company for a real property tax 
exemption. 
 
SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council, this Ordinance is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after 
passage. 
 
PASSED:                                                   __________________                            
   Date    Jerry T. Fiala 
       Mayor and President of Council 
EFFECTIVE: _____________________ 
   Date 
 
ATTEST:    _________________________                                         
  Amy Wilkens 

Clerk of Council 
 

I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
_______________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ___________________________, 20_________.   
 
(SEAL) 
 

___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 

         CLERK OF COUNCIL 
 (SEAL) 
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 DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2023 - 021 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2022-138, THE CURRENT APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE, PASSED DECEMBER 21, 2022; SO AS TO ADJUST APPROPRIATIONS, 
TRANSFERS AND ADVANCES FROM THE VARIOUS FUNDS OF THE CITY OF KENT TO 
INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTS FOR THE CURRENT EXPENSES OF THE CITY FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2023; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend current appropriations, transfers and advances for the 
expenses and other expenditures for the City of Kent, Ohio, for the fiscal year ending December 
31, 2023. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio: 
 

SECTION 1.   That the current appropriations Ordinance No. 2022-138 passed December 21, 
2022, as amended by Ordinance No. 2023-12, passed 2/15/23, be amended as set forth in Exhibit 
"A", attached hereto and incorporated herein, so as to increase appropriations in Fund 001, 
General; Fund 102, S.C.M.R; Fund 106, Parks & Recreation; Fund 124, Income Tax Safety; Fund 
128 Fire & EMS; Fund 201, Water; Fund 202, Sewer; Fund 205, Solid Waste; Fund 208, Storm 
Water; and Fund 301, Capital; and to decrease appropriations in Fund 201, Water and Fund 138, 
ARPA; and Declaring an Emergency. 
    
SECTION 2.  That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such 
formation action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
SECTION 3.  That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reason manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediate after 
passage. 
 
 
PASSED:                                                   ________________________________                                         

 Date      Jerry T. Fiala 
Mayor and President of Council 

EFFECTIVE: _____________________ 
   Date 
 
ATTEST:    _________________________                                         
  Amy Wilkens 

Clerk of Council 
 
 
 
 
 
I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
__________________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ____________________________, 20______.   
 
(SEAL) 

___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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4/11/2023 Page 1

Other than Fund &
Personnel & Personnel Reserve/ Department

Fund  - Department/Division Benefits & Benefits Capital Debt Service Contingency Total

General Fund (001)

City Council 179,905$           40,505$         -$               -$                 -$              220,410$         

Mayor 13,487 3,110 16,597

Community Support 106,000 106,000

City Manager 356,164 53,965 410,129
Community Engagement 51,325 5,100 56,425

Information Technology 103,987 478,915 582,902

Urban Renewal 37,700 37,700

Human Resources 111,798 16,787 128,585

Civil Service 41,730 31,476 73,206
Law 347,093 77,010 424,103

Budget & Finance 474,010 135,002 609,012

Community Development 735,990 181,737 917,727

Economic Development 147,197 33,850 181,047

Health 586,080 647,600 1,233,680

Public Parking 85,600 85,600
Main Street Program 70,000 70,000

Service Administration 259,665 371,087 630,752

Shade Tree 120,875 20,000 140,875

Sustainability 45,000 45,000              

Building 381,605 56,120 437,725

Land banking 8,000 8,000

Engineering 218,488 86,189 304,677

Miscellaneous & Sundry 422,150 422,150

Contingency 100,000 100,000

Fund Total 4,008,524 3,113,778 20,000            -                       100,000 7,242,302

West Side Fire (101)

Fire 309,191 15,100 324,291

Fund Total 309,191             15,100            -                      -                       -                    324,291

Street Construction Maintenance & Repair (102)

Service 1,295,803 1,144,720 32,000 2,472,523

Contingency 25,000 25,000              

Fund Total 1,295,803          1,144,720      32,000            -                       25,000 2,497,523

State Highway (103)

Service 67,200 67,200

Fund Total -                         67,200            -                      -                       -                    67,200

Recreation (106)

Parks & Recreation 1,438,973 646,855 249,000 2,334,828

Fund Total 1,438,973 646,855 249,000 -                       -                    2,334,828

Food Service (107)

Health 116,231 24,340 140,571

Fund Total 116,231 24,340 -                      -                       -                    140,571

Income Tax (116)

Budget/Finance/IncTaxAdmin 136,370 505,890 642,260            

Managed Reserve 25,540 25,540

Fund Total 136,370 505,890 -                      25,540 -                    667,800

2023 ORIGINAL APPROPRIATIONS

Exhibit A
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4/11/2023 Page 2

Other than Fund &
Personnel & Personnel Reserve/ Department

Fund  - Department/Division Benefits & Benefits Capital Debt Service Contingency Total

2023 ORIGINAL APPROPRIATIONS

Revolving Housing (120)

Health 162,111 21,270 183,381

Fund Total 162,111             21,270            -                      -                       -                    183,381

State & Local Forfeits (121)

Police -                        

Fund Total -                         -                      -                      -                       -                    -                        

Drug Law Enforcement (122)

Police 15,000 15,000

Fund Total -                         15,000            -                      -                       -                    15,000

Enforcement & Education (123)

Police 11,000 11,000

Fund Total -                         11,000            -                      -                       -                    11,000

Income Tax Safety (124)

Police 8,038,500 841,319 33,600 8,913,419

Fund Total 8,038,500          841,319         33,600            -                       -                    8,913,419

Law Enforcement Trust (125)

Police -                        

Fund Total -                         -                      -                      -                       -                    -                        

Community Development Block Grant (126)

Community Development 4,100 202,900 175,200 382,200

Fund Total 4,100 202,900 175,200 -                       -                    382,200

Fire & E.M.S. (128)

Fire 5,721,980 891,676 504,400 7,118,056

Fund Total 5,721,980 891,676 504,400 -                       -                    7,118,056

Wireless 911 (129)

Safety -                        

Fund Total -                         -                      -                      -                       -                    -                        

Swimming Pool Inspections (130)

Health 9,545 9,545

Fund Total 9,545                 -                      -                      -                       -                    9,545

Police Pension (132)

Police 140,000 140,000

Fund Total 140,000             -                      -                      -                       -                    140,000

Fire Pension (133)

Fire 140,000 140,000

Fund Total 140,000             -                      -                      -                       -                    140,000

UDAG / EDA-RLF (134)

City Manager/C.D. 75,000 75,000

Fund Total -                         75,000            -                      -                       -                    75,000

CHIP Grant (136)

City Manager/C.D. 200,000 200,000

Fund Total -                         200,000         -                      -                       -                    200,000
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4/11/2023 Page 3

Other than Fund &
Personnel & Personnel Reserve/ Department

Fund  - Department/Division Benefits & Benefits Capital Debt Service Contingency Total

2023 ORIGINAL APPROPRIATIONS

Local American Rescue Plan Act (138)

ARPA 329,950 5,784,400 6,114,350

Fund Total 329,950             -                      5,784,400      -                       -                    6,114,350

Water (201)

Service 1,924,171 1,021,396 1,639,298 4,584,865

Service (Capital Facilities) 796,900 796,900

Admin. Support 471,558 125,240 20,000 616,798

Budget & Finance (Debt) 100,921 100,921            

Contingency 50,000 50,000

Fund Total 2,395,729 1,146,636 2,456,198 100,921 50,000 6,149,484

Sewer (202)

Service 1,785,622 883,689 3,352,331 6,021,642

Service (Capital Facilities) 1,276,568 1,276,568

Admin. Support 410,314 122,440 18,000 550,754

Budget & Finance (Debt) 363,940 363,940

Contingency 50,000 50,000

Fund Total 2,195,936 1,006,129 4,646,899 363,940 50,000 8,262,904

Utility Billing (204)

Budget & Finance 95,405 95,405

Fund Total -                         95,405            -                      -                       -                    95,405

Solid Waste (205)
Admin Support 241,108 243,025 6,000 490,133

Service 372,184 38,500 70,200 480,884

Fund Total 613,292 281,525 76,200 -                       -                    971,017

Storm Water Utility (208)

Service 372,184 60,275 84,200 516,659

Service (Capital Facilities) 1,007,500 1,007,500

Admin. Support 131,056 50,150 6,000 187,206

Budget & Finance (Debt) 13,350 13,350              

Fund Total 503,240 110,425 1,097,700 13,350 -                    1,724,715

Guaranteed Deposits (230)

Budget & Finance 1,000 1,000

Fund Total -                         1,000              -                      -                       -                    1,000
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4/11/2023 Page 4

Other than Fund &
Personnel & Personnel Reserve/ Department

Fund  - Department/Division Benefits & Benefits Capital Debt Service Contingency Total

2023 ORIGINAL APPROPRIATIONS

Capital Projects (301)

Safety 501,000 501,000
Service 349,300 349,300

Service (Capital Facilities) 6,460,516 6,460,516

Administrative 339,314 173,000 512,314

Budget & Finance (Debt) 62,290 62,290

New City Hall (Debt) 460,000 460,000

Contingency 25,000 25,000

Fund Total 339,314 -                      7,483,816 522,290 25,000 8,370,420

Municipal Public Improvement Tax

Increment Equivalent (302)

Service (Capital Facilities) -                        

Budget & Finance (Debt) 436,135 436,135

Fund Total -                         -                      -                      436,135 -                    436,135

Police Facility (303)

Safety (Capital Facilities) 701,000 701,000

Budget & Finance (Debt) 815,000 815,000

Fund Total -                         -                      701,000 815,000           -                    1,516,000

Debt Service (402)

Budget & Finance (Debt) -                        

Fund Total -                         -                      -                      -                       -                    -                        

Internal Service (807)

Health Insurance 4,000,000 4,000,000        

Fund Total -                         4,000,000      -                      -                       -                    4,000,000        

Total Appropriations 27,898,789$      14,417,168$  23,260,413$  2,277,176$      250,000$      68,103,546$    

Original Appropriations 27,626,691$      13,874,613$  17,231,600$  2,277,176$      250,000$      61,260,080$    

Amendment #1 348,598 196,870 5,611,813 6,157,281        

Amendment #2 (76,500) 345,685 417,000 686,185

Amendment #3 -                        

Amendment #4 -                        

Amendment #5 -                        

Amendment #6 -                        

Amendment #7 -                        

Amendment #8 -                        

27,898,789$      14,417,168$  23,260,413$  2,277,176$      250,000$      68,103,546$    

Page 164 of 168



DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2023 - 022 
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF KENT TO SUBMIT A FUNDING APPLICATION 
FOR A TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (TID) GRANT TOTALING $0.5 
MILLION, AND TO ACCEPT THE GRANT, IF AWARDED, WITH CORRESPONDING 
APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR THE EAST MAIN STREET AREA IMPROVEMENTS, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
WHEREAS, the East Main Street Area Improvement Project has currently received $15.845 
million in Federal/State funding from six different areas in need; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current project budget has recently increased due primarily to inflation and has 
increased the project amount to $24 million; and 
 
WHEREAS, this grant request will reduce the funding gap caused by the recent spike in inflation. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio: 
 
SECTION 1.  That Kent City Council approves submission of the City’s pre-application request 
for the TID grant funding totaling $0.5 million and authorized that the Administration provide all 
information, funds, and documentation required in said applications for submission. 
 
SECTION 2. That Kent City Council hereby approves the City’s acceptance of the grant, if 
awarded to the City, with corresponding appropriations for its use.  
 
SECTION 3.  That Kent City Council hereby understands and agrees that participation in the TID 
grant program will require compliance with program guidelines and assurances. 
 
SECTION 4. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
SECTION 5. That this ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this ordinance is hereby 
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after 
passage. 
 
PASSED:                                                     _______________________________ 
           Date    Jerry T. Fiala 
       Mayor and President of Council 
EFFECTIVE: ________________________ 
   Date 
 
ATTEST:    _________________________ 
  Amy Wilkens 
  Clerk of Council 
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I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
_______________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ___________________________, 20_________.   
 
(SEAL) 
 

___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 

         CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. 2023 - 023 
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF KENT TO APPLY FOR A COPS HIRING PROGRAM 
(CHP) GRANT THROUGH THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OFFICE OF 
COMMUNITY-ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES TO FUND ONE ADDITIONAL SCHOOL RESOURCE 
OFFICER, AND TO ACCEPT THE GRANT, IF AWARDED, WITH CORRESPONDING APPROPRIATION 
OF FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kent Police Department has applied for a COPS Hiring Program (CHP) grant 
through the United States Department of Justice Office of Community-Oriented Policing Services; and 
 
WHEREAS, the CHP offers communities the ability to apply for funding to hire new police officers for the 
purpose of community policing initiatives including school resource officers; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Kent Police Department would like to hire one additional school resource officer; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, there is a 25% local match requirement with a cap of $125,000 over a three (3) year period 
and the Kent City Schools agree to pay a portion of the remaining salary and benefits package. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio: 
 
SECTION 1.  That Kent City Council approves submission of the application for the COPS Hiring 
Program (CHP) grant to hire an additional resource officer, execution of the subsequent agreement, and 
authorized that the Administration provide all information, funds, and documentation required in said 
applications for submission. 
 
SECTION 2. That the Kent City Council hereby approves the City’s acceptance of the grant, if awarded 
to the City, with corresponding appropriations for its use.  
 
SECTION 3.  That the Kent City Council hereby understands and agrees that participation in the program 
will require compliance with program guidelines and assurances. 
 
SECTION 4. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and 
relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council and that all 
deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in 
meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised 
Code. 
 
SECTION 5. That this ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents of this City, for which 
reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency 
measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after passage. 
 
 
PASSED:                                                    ________________________                              

 Date      Jerry T. Fiala 
Mayor and President of Council 

EFFECTIVE: _____________________ 
   Date 
 
ATTEST:    _________________________                                         
  Amy Wilkens 

Clerk of Council 
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I, AMY WILKENS, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN 
WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No. 
____________, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON ______________________, 20______.   
 
 
(SEAL)  

___________________________ 
AMY WILKENS 

         CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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