
City of Kent 
Wednesday, December 6, 2023 
City Council Committee Meetings 

320 S. Depeyster Street, Kent, OH 44240 

City Council Committee 
Meetings 
December 6, 2023 

AGENDA 

6:50 P.M. Public Hearing 

1. In accordance with Section 1112.01 (E)(1) & (2) of the Kent Zoning Code, notice was given
on November 10, 2023, that the Kent City Council will conduct a Public Hearing to allow for
public comment on proposed map amendments to the City of Kent Zoning Code.

Board of Control and Council Committee Meetings Immediately Following Public 
Hearing 

1. Committee of the Whole (Chair Fiala/ Vice-Chair Amrhein)

1.1. Safety Town (Roger Sidoti) 

1.2. Update on the City Administration Building (Melanie Baker) 

2. Land Use Committee (Chair Ferrara/Vice- Chair Shaffer Bish)

2.1. Rezoning Johnson Road (Bridget Susel) 

2.2. Design Guidelines Update (Bridget Susel) 

3. Finance Committee (Chair DeLeone/Vice-Chair Wallach)

3.1. City/Portage County Public Defender Contract Renewal (Hope Jones) 

3.2. 2024 City Operating Budget (Rhonda Hall) 

3.3. 2023 Budget Appropriation Amendments, Transfers and Advances (Rhonda 
Hall) 

3.4. Then and Now Purchase Orders (Rhonda Hall) 

Executive Session 

1. Position Allocation and General Compensation Plan
2. Reviewing negotiations or bargaining sessions with public employees concerning

their compensation or other terms and conditions of their employment
3. Conferences with an attorney for the public body concerning disputes involving

the public body that are the subject of pending or imminent court action

(Amended 12/5/23)

(Amended 12/5/23)
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City Council Committee 
Meetings 
December 6, 2023 

Special Council Meeting (Separate Agenda) 

Adjourn 

Any person who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication or a modification of policies and procedures to participate in any City or 
City Council public meeting or event should contact the Clerk of Council at 330-676-7555 or councilclerk@kent-ohio.org. Any request for auxiliary aid or 
other accommodation should be made as soon as possible, but no later than forty-eight hours prior to the event.

(Amended 12/5/23)
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Any person who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication or a modification of policies and procedures to participate 
in any City or City Council public meeting or event should contact the Clerk of Council at 330-676-7555 or councilclerk@kentohio.gov.  
Any request for an auxiliary aid or other accommodation should be made as soon as possible, but no later than forty-eight hours prior to 
the event. 

   TENTATIVE DECEMBER 2023 CALENDAR         
      Visit and subscribe to the online calendar at www.kentohio.org/calendar.aspx 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 
         

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
   5:30 pm 

Sustainability 
Commission 

3:00 Architecture 
Review Brd. Mtg. 
 
 

6:50 Public 
Hearing; Special 
Council Mtg.  
7. pm Council 
Committee Mtgs 
 

    

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

  5:30 pm Health 
Board Mtg  4:00 pm Standing 

Rock Cemetery 
Board 

  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 5 pm Civil Service 
Commission Mtg. 
7 pm Board of 
Zoning Appeals 

 

 7:30   Reg. Council 
Mtg 

 

 5:30 p.m Parks & 
Rec Mtg. 

    

24 25 Christmas 
Holiday Offices 
Closed 

26 
 

27 28 29 30 

31       

 
                                        KENT CITY COUNCIL’S PENDING LIST 

Administration  Month/Yr. Motion Made by 
 
Sustainability Comm.: Climate Change     7/14; 2/16; 8/21               Wallach; Shaffer Bish 
Senior Advisory Committee     10/17                Ferrara; Sidoti 
Unattended vehicles/idling cars     10/19; 07/23   Wallach 
Design Guidelines Reorganization     6/21                Sidoti 
Discussion with Franklin Twp. /sidewalk snow upkeep   1/22       Shaffer Bish  
Review of Planning Commission Timelines   4/23    Kuhar  
Review of Roadwork Needed on Portage St.   5/23   Wallach    
New Administration Building Dedication     5/23               Sidoti 
Downtown Ice Rink      10/23   Shaffer Bish 
Review neighbor complaint issue and city response  11/23   Ferrara 

Council Committees Month/Yr.  Motion   
 
Parameters for low-frequency noises-- Health and Public Safety            1/21; 3/23    Wallach 
Proactively addressing race & diversity in Kent Comm. of Whole   9/20     Wallach 
City Flag Redesign Comm. of Whole      8/21     Rosenberg 
Changes in Firework Laws- Health & Public Safety    7/22     Shaffer Bish 
Vape Shops and Medical Marijuana Dispensaries Health & Public Safety 6/23     Ferrara 
24 HR. Parking Regulations Review - Health & Public Safety   8/23     Wallach 
Land O’ Lakes Noise Issue- Comm. of the Whole    8/23     Turner 
Safety Town Discussion- Comm. of the Whole     10/23     Sidoti 
Noise Ordinance Review – Health & Public Safety    11/23    Amrhein 
 
Updated & Posted November 29, 2023      Amy Wilkens | Clerk of Council | Kent City Council 
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320 S. Depeyster Street, Kent, OH 44240   (330) 678-8007    Fax (330) 678-8688 

CITY OF KENT, OHIO
________________________________________

CITY COUNCIL               

 
Legal Advertisement

PLEASE PUBLISH FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2023

CITY OF KENT, OHIO

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with Chapter 1111.01(b)(1) of the Kent Codified Ordinances, notice is hereby given 
that the Kent City Council will conduct a Public Hearing to allow for public comment on the 
proposed map amendment to the City of Kent Zoning Code:

CITY OF KENT: PC23-010:  PROPOSED MAP AMENDMENT TO CHANGE THE ZONING 
OF PARCEL NO. 17-046-00-00-019-007 AND PARCEL NO. 17-046-00-00-018-000 (NOW 
CONSOLIDATED AS PARCEL NO. 17-046-00-00-019-009) FROM R-2: MEDIUM DENSITY 
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO O-R: OPEN SPACE RECREATION DISTRICT

A Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, December 6, 2023, at 6:50 p.m. in the Training 
Room/Council Chamber at the Main Fire Station, 320 S. Depeyster St., Kent, Ohio.

Anyone interested in submitting comments on the proposed project can do so through the 
following three (3) methods:

1. Participate during the meeting on Wednesday, December 6, 2023, or
2. Submit written comments via email to amy.wilkens@kentohio.gov. All email comments 

received by 5:00 PM on Tuesday, December 5, 2023; or
3. Submit written comments via USPS or other delivery methods to the City of Kent 

Community Development Department, 930 Overholt Road, Kent OH 44240, All written 
comments received by 5:00 PM on Tuesday, December 5, 2023.

Copies of the proposed text amendments are maintained on file in the Community Development 
Department and may be reviewed by interested individuals during regular business hours. Any 
questions concerning this request should be directed to the City of Kent, Community Development 
Department at 930 Overholt Road, Kent, Ohio. 

Posted: November 10, 2023

Amy Wilkens
Clerk of Council
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COUNCIL 
MEMORANDUM 

   
    
To: City Council Members 

David Ruller, City Manager 
    
From: Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council 
    
Date: December 6, 2023 
    
Item: 1.1. - Safety Town (Roger Sidoti) 
     
 
Summary:   David Myers, Immediate Past President of Kent Rotary, reached out through Council 
Member Roger Sidoti to present to Council an ongoing “Safety Town” project in the City of Kent. Kent 
Junior Mothers have sponsored “Safety School” for youngsters during the summer months for 
decades and is purely voluntary. And have never had a permanent home! The concept of creating a 
“Safety Town” was born out of this need. Many planning sessions over the past year have seen 
multiple city departments engaged in the planning, including our police and fire chiefs. The Kent City 
School District Board of Education has donated land for the development of the project in our 
Historical South End. Metis Construction has become a working partner with drawings and plans. 
David would like to present the overview of the project, outlining the community partnership that is 
developing, and providing City Council and Administration the opportunity to consider how we may 
become an active partner. 
  
Prepared by:   Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council 
   
Attachments: None 
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DRAFT Design  Guidelines
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GLOSSARY  OF  TERMS

The terms  included  here  are terms  that  are referenced  in these  Design  Guidelines.  For terms  that  are

not  included  here,  refer  to  the  City  of  Kent's  Planning  and Zoning  Code,  Chapter  2-Definitions.

1.  Activate  or  Activation.  The portion  of  a building  or site  designated  for  use by activities  that  engage

with  the  pedestrian  and  the  public  realm  that  it abuts.

2. Articulation.  See Fagade  Articulation.

3. Building  Massing.  The overall  configuration  of  the  major  three-dimensional  volumes,  modules,  or

elements  of an individual  building  and its facade.  Such volumes,  modules,  or  elements  are generally

defined  by significant  and recognizable  changes  in height,  setback,  or  facade  plane.

4. Context/Contextual.  A building or design element that responds to social, cultural, and architectural
stimuli  as well  as other  elements  in the  built  environment  that  may  influence  a site,  structure,  or

building.

5. Design  Guidelines.  A set of design  parameters  for developments  and building  alterations  that

require  design  review.  The guidelines,  as design  guidance,  are adopted  public  statements  of intent

and are used  to evaluate  the  acceptability  of  a project's  design.  Design  guidelines  help  ensure  that

the  design  review  process  will  result  in advice  and recommendations,  which  stay  focused  on Kent"s

set  of  aesthetic  expectations  for  the  projects  being  reviewed.  Compliance  with  the  guidelines  is not

mandatory.

6. Faqade.  The  exterior  face  or  wall  surface  of  a building.  While  often  associated  with  the  front  (or  face)

of  a building,  fagades  are typically  those  portions  of a building's  exterior  that  can be viewed  from  a

public  way  or  street.

7. Fa<;ade Articulation.  Design elements that add texture, interest, depth and rhythm to the facade of a
building,  including  horizontal  and vertical  projections,  cornices,  balcony  rows,  design  patterns,

awnings and canopies, as well as horizontal and vertical changes in material, color and/or  finish.

8. Human  Scale.  The  perception  of  a building  and  its parts  based  on proportions,  scaling  elements,  and

context-sensitive  solutions  that  allow  a human  to reasonably  interpret  the  design  as relatable  to the

size of  a person.

9. Lintel.  A beam  or  other  support  at the  top  of  a door  or window.  Most  lintels  are decorative  and also

provides  structural  support.

10.  Local  Historic  Property.  Any  building,  structure,  site,  or  object  which  has special  character  or  special

archaeological,  historic  or aesthetic  value  as part  of the development,  heritage,  archaeological  or

cultural  characteristics  of Kent,  the  State  of  Ohio  or the  United  States  and  which  has been  designated

as such pursuant  to the provisions  of Kent  Codified  Ordinance  (KCO) Chapter  1393.  (See Section

1393.06).
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GLOSSARY  OF  TERMS

11.  Massing.  See Building  Massing.

12.  Materiality.  The  use of  various  materials  or  substances  on a faqade,  balcony,  window,  or  roof.

13.  Pedestrian  Realm.  The  portion  of a public  or private  right-of-way  dedicated  to uses  other  than

vehicle  movement  or  parking.  The  pedestrian  realm  includes  sidewalks,  civic  spaces,  planting  areas

and  other  streetscape  elements.

14.  Primary  Street  Faqade.  A primary  building  fagade  is one  that  abuts  and  is visible  from  a primary

street.

15. Public Realm. Areas within the right-of-way  (including streets and sidewalksl  parks, publicly
owned  open  space,  and  publicly-accessible  areas  on  private  property,  including  off-street

pedestrian  connections.  The  public  realm  is that  space  occupied  both  in physical  and  visual  terms

by the  public.  It is created  by such  elements  as the  parts  of  the  building  that  are  visible  from  the

street,  the  front  yard,  the  sidewalk,  street  trees,  lighting,  and  the  street  itself.

16.  Sign  Band.  A horizontal  band  extending  the  full  width  of  the  building  facade  and  located  between

the  highest  first  floor  windows  and  the  cornice,  or  if there  is more  than  one  story,  the  highest  first

floor  windows  and  the  bottom  of  the  second  floor  windows.

17.  Street  Level.  The first  story  or level  in a building  or structure.  Street  level  will  generally  be

considered  to be the  story  or  level  of  a building  or  structure  that  interfaces  directly  with  the  public

realm,  including  street  level  building  frontages  abutting  streets,  open  spaces  and off-street

pedestrian  connections,  such  as walkways  and  paths.

18.  Street  Wall.  The  vertical  plane  parallel  to  the  street  in which  the  front  building  facades  of the

majority  of  the  buildings  along  a street  are  located.

19.  Texture.  The  visual  and  tactile  expressions  of  materials  used  in a building  that  is produced  by how

the  given  material  is produced  and  how  it is employed.  See Materiality.

20. Upper  Stories.  The  upper  portion  of  a building  that  is above  the  street  levei  fagade.

21. Visible  Faqade.  Any  fagade,  which  is not  categorized  as a primary  street  fagade,  but  which  is

visible,  in full  or  part,  from  the  public  realm.
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INTRODUCTION

OVERVIEW

The City of Kent Downtown/West  River Overlay District  (Overlay District)  includes the majority  of

the  Commercial-Downtown  (C-D)  Zoning  District,  and  some  commercial  properties  located  in the

Commercial  High  Density  Multifamily-Residential  (C-R), High  Density  Multifamily-Commercial  (R-

C), and  Multifamily  Residential  (R-4)  Zoning  Districts  located  to the  east  and  west  of  downtown,

including  along  East Main  Street,  Gougler  Avenue  and  North  Mantua  Street.

The primary  area included  in the Overlay  District  is the  downtown  Central  Business  District,

which  is a mixed-use  pedestrian  focused  area.  Its special  character  is defined  by the  quality  of

the "public  realm"  and its unique  built  environment  that  was  a focal  point  of the  downtown

redevelopment  that  took  place  between  2010-2015.  This  document  aims  to  encourage  the  level

of design  quality  generated  by new  development,  renovations  to existing  structures,  including

buildings  designated  as a local  historic  property,  as defined  in KCO Chapter  1393,  and other

physical  improvements,  are  complementary  and  reflective  of  the  unique  nature  of  this  area.

PURPOSE

The purpose  of  these  Design  Guidelines  is to

provide  a comprehensive  document  articulating  the  level  of  design  quality  expected  of  public  and

private  improvements  within  the  Overlay  District.

This  document  serves  as the  basis  for  evaluating  commercial  projects,  including  new

construction,  renovations  to existing  facades  and  signage  within  the  Overlay  District.  The  Design

Guidelines  will  assist  property  owners  with  understanding  the  context  of  the  built  environment

and design  approach  that  applies  within  the  Overlay  District  and helps  owners  when  they  are

faced  with  decisions  about  alterations  and  new  construction.

APPLICABILITY
The Design  Guidelines  are applicable  to all

new  construction,  exterior  renovations,

signage,  and improvements  of public  and private  commercial  structures  and buildings  in the

Overlay  District  (see Figure  1).  In accordance  with  Section  1111.04(B)(4)  of the City  of Kent

Zoning  Code,  the  Design  Guidelines  do not  apply  to  the  new  construction  or renovation  of  owner

-occupied  residential  properties.  When  applicable,  this  document  also  serves  as the  basis  for

the  relevant  findings  of  the  Architectural  Review  Board  (ARB).
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INTRODUCTION

1. Downtown / West River Overlay
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City of KentArchitectural Design Review - Downtown/West  River Overlay District
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IINTRODUCTION

GOALS

The success  of  downtown  Kent  is its focus  on the  pedestrian  environment,  retail  vitality,  indoor  and

outdoor  experiences,  and placemaking.  To build  on downtown  Kent's  successes  and to support  the

purpose  of  the  Design  Guidelines,  the  following  goals  have  been  established  for  these  Design  Guide-

lines:

*  Achieve  good  design  to support  ongoing  economic  vitality  and sustain  property  values.

*  Ensure  that  downtown  Kent's  unique  visual  identity  is sustained  to enhance  downtown

Kent's  sense  of  place.

*  Facilitate  connectivity  with  Kent  State  University.

*  ASSiSt small  business  owners,  commercial  tenants,  and developers  operating  within  the

Overlay  District,  with  design  guidance.

*  Promote  complementary  design  activities  that  can promote  balance  to  the  diversity  of

styles,  character,  and age of  buildings.

*  Acknowledge  the  presence  and value  of structures  designated  as a local historic  property

through  the  processes  delineated  in KCO Chapter  1393,  and encourage  owners  of  such proper-

ties  to consider  style  and existing  design  elements  when  planning  for  exterior  renovations.

*  Educate  the  public  about  various  aspects  of  good  design.

*  Make  Kent  a destination  place  for  residents,  visitors,  and new  businesses.
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BUILDING  PLACE ME1',TT

GUIDING  PRINCIPLES

The ""public  realm""  is the  space  that  physically  and visually  is occupied  by the public  and includes

areas of a building  that are visible at the street level,  sidewalks/walking  paths,  exterior  lighting,  both

on private  buildings  and in the  public  right-of-way,  street  trees,  landscaped  spaces  and the  road  itself,

including  on-street  parking  and crosswalks.

The  character  of the  "public  realm"  influences  the  design  by taking  into  consideration  the  site  and the

character  of the surroundings  and takes  precedence  over  individual  structures  or buildings.  How

buildings  relate  to the surrounding  streets  public  spaces  and amenities,  as well  as other  buildings

profoundly  influences  the  pedestrian  experience  in the  "public  realm."

The pattern  of  buildings  abutting  the  street  and the  sidewalk  creates  a well-defined  edge,  also known

as a "street  wall,"  that  frames  streets  and open  spaces.  The street  wall  provides  a sense  of spatial

definition  or enclosure  for  the pedestrian  that  creates  a coherent  pedestrian  environment  that

reinforces  and creates  a sense of place  while  also making  for  a pleasant,  comfortable,  and safe

pedestrian  environment.

Buildings should reflect  architectural  quality  through  design and the selection of materials/finishes  that
are based  on the  character  of  the  surroundings,  and not  solely  on the  building  itself.

8
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I BUILDING  PLACEME'NT

Intent

Statements

To orient  primary

building  fagades

towards  the  street

and  the  public  realm

To ensure

engagement  between

building  uses  and  the

public  realm

To encourage

additional  open

spaces  for  pedestrian

& outdoor  activities,

such  as outdoor

dining

To use  the  location  of

buildings  to  define  &

contain  the  street

BLUE

space  tO support

pedestrian  activity

To use  street  corners

to  create  a distinctive,

attractive,  &

memorable  sense  of

place

D ESIG  N G UlD  ELIN  ES

Locate  public  areas

such  as lobbies,  retai

and dining  along

building  walls  that

abuts  the  street  or

pedestrian  walk  areas

so that  they  are  visible

& accessible.

At  the  intersection  of

two  streets,  the  front

facades  on both

streets  should  be sited

to clearly  define  the

corner  & enhance  a

sense  of  street

enclosure.

* To enhance  the  special

nature  of  downtown

streets  with  an

appropriately  composed

& cohesive  architectural

presence  that  expresses

the  character  of  the

area.

g
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2 BUILDING  DESIGN

GU

All sides of  the  building  should  be given  design  consideration,  including  the roof.

Buildings  that  express  the  uses inside  to the  viewer  outside  are more  comprehensible.  Similarly,

buildings  that  acknowledge  the  activity  outside  them  are more  integrated  into  the public  realm.

Buildings  with  durable  and low-maintenance  materials  withstand  the  test  of time.

Creativity  and design  expression  that  is reflective  of  the  services  or products  of the  occupying

business  or tenant  are encouraged.

Architectural  design  is complex  and should  not  promote  a single  style  or be limited  to specific

features  or  details.

Local historic  properties,  as defined  by KCO Chapter  1393,  are focal  points  of  the dowiiLuwii  and

add character  and variety  and their  character  and features  should  be respected  when  considering

alterations.

The character  of a building's  broader  surroundings  is important  and needs  as much  consideration

as the building  itself.
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2 BUILDING  DESIGN

Intent

Statements

To encourage

buildings  that  are

complementary  with

their  surroundings

To ensure  building

massing  supports  a

comfortable  street

level  & pedestrian

experience

To create  buildings

that  frame  & define

public  streets,  alleys,

& urban,  open

spaces

To design  buildings

that  transition  to

adjacent  areas  by

utilizing  styles  that

are complementary

Architectural  variety

in building  design

can occur,  while  still

maintaining  a sense

of  cohesion  with  its

surroundings

through  the  use  of

lighting  and

streetscape

DESIGN  GUIDELINES

Ground  floor  heights

should  provide  a

welcoming  scale of 14

feet  or  greater.

Use of structural  bays,

expressed  columns,

and window  elements

should  be utilized  to

promote  a pedestrian

scale.

Building  massing

should  delineate  &

communicate  the

base, middle,  & top  of

the building.

Building  massing

should  emphasize  key

building  features  such

as primary  entries.

*  Building  massing

should  promote  a

sense of human  scale

at the street  level by

distinguishing  this

level  from  the

remainder  of the

building"s  stories.

11
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2. BUILDING  DESIGN

:dJ'

=yr,h

ffil

D ESIG  N G Ulo  E Ll N ES

Contemporary  architecture  is

encouraged  when  the  design

also incorporates  some

elements  of  traditional  form

and massing  visible  in other

existing  buildings  in the

surrounding  area.

Adaptive  reuse  involving  the

renovation  of  existing

structures  for  a new  use or

purpose  is strongly

encouraged.

A building's  mass,  scale,  form,

height,  and  floor-to-floor

horizontal  alignment  can vary,

but  should  not  be in stark

contrast  to its surroundings.

Consideration  should  be given

to  the  surrounding  context

within  approximately  one  block

of  the  proposed  development

on both  sides  of  the  street.

Street  wall  height  may  vary

throughout  the  street  and

within  each block  to  support

architectural  variety,  but  the

height  of  the  street  wall  should

aim  to align  the  established

height  along  the  majority  of

the  block  frontage.

12
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2 BUILDIISTG  DESIGN

Intent

Statements

To further  refine

building  form,

massing  and

proportions  through

the  use of  facade

details  and  design

elements

To promote  well-

detailed  facade

designs  with  texture

and  depth  that

provide  a sense  of

human  scale  and

generate  visual

interest

To minimize  blank  or

long  expanses  of  wall

at  the  street  level

and  on the  upper

floors  of  buildings DESIGN  GUIDELINES

Variation  in the

arrangement  &

placement  of

windows,  doors,

materials  & design

patterns  should  be

used to emphasize

building  features,  such

as entries,  corners,  &

changes  in interior

use.

Design elements  and

features  used on the

street  level  facade

should  coordinate

with  upper  floor

design  elements  to

result  in a cohesive

building  design.

*  Locate  publicly

accessible  commercial/
office  spaces, not

private  spaces, along

the  street  level  to

facilitate  a safer  & more

vibrant  environment  for

pedestrians.

13
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2 BUILDING  DESIGN

Intent

Statements

To  encourage  the

use  of  well-detailed

exterior  materials

that  generate  a

visual  sense  of

texture  and  depth

To  give  consideration

to  how  the  changes

in exterior  building

materials  can

enhance  the  visual

aspects  of  the

building

To promote  the  use

of  a variety  of  high-

quality  durable

exterior  materials,

including  but  not

limited  to,  brick  and

Hardie  board

D ESIG  N G UlD  ELlN  ES
To utilize  finishes,

materials,  and

colors  that  are

complementary  of

existing  buildings

and  create  a sense  of

visual  balance

All visible  facades  of  a

building  should  be

treated  equally  in

terms  of materials,

color,  & design

details.

Synthetic  materials,

including  but  not

limited  to artificial

stone,  slag brick,  and

resin  should  be used

in ways  that  avoid

excessive  imitation  or

false  replication  of

natural  materials.

*  Excessive  uniformity  is

discouraged,  but

variations  in materials

should  be balanced  to

create  a unified  sense

of  whole  in an area.

Building  facades

should  incorporate

materials  that  are

appropriate  to

individual  massing

components  & create

connectivity  to  the

public  realm.

14
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2 BUILDING  DESIGN'

Design  Guidelines

Bolder,  brighter  colors,  including

corporate  branding  colors,  may

be applied  to areas  or elements  ,

of  the  building  where  they  are

ancillary  to  the  main  features  of

the  building  or storefront  space

and are applied  in ways  that  do

not  dominate  the  overall  color

palette.  '

Bolder,  brighter  colors  can be

balanced  by integrating  natural

materials  and textures  into  the

overall  fagade  design.

Consideration  should  be given  to  '

the  colors  of  a building's  body,

trim  & accents  & details  to be

highlighted,  when  considering

building  colors.

Use of materials  that  gracefully

weather,  or develop  a patina,

depicting  the  passage  of  time  can

add  unique  coloring  & design

elements  that  complement  more

contemporary  design  details.

When  considering  dominant

color  choices  for  a far,ade,

attention  needs  given  to  the

fagade"s  positioning  on the  street

and how  various  colors  reflect  or

absorb  sunlight  throughout

various  points  of  the  day.

15
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2 BUILDING  DESIGN

Intent

Statements

To provide  a

minimum  level  of

transparency  on all

facades

To ensure  that

building  activities

are  visible  from  the

public  realm  and

VICe  versa

To ensure  that

building  facades  do

not  cause  glare  or

negative  effects  for

pedestrians  or

drivers

To facilitate

transparency  at the

street  level,

providing  interest  &

activity  along  the

sidewalk  & at night,

providing  a

secondary,  more

intimate,  source  of

lighting

W'jl

ffi

Q  ffilll  D
;Th  -  -

DESIGN  GUIDELINES
Maximize  the

transparency  of the

street  level  fagade  to

allow  views  of the use

& activity  within  the

building.

Use of retractable  or

full-length  windows

that  open  are

encouraged  to

activate  the public

realm.

Large expanses  of

glass should  be

subdivided  into

smaller  units.

Windows  should

generally  utilize

traditional

proportions  & be

taller  than  they  are

wide.

Upper  floor  windows

should  generally  include

a defined  lintel  & sill.

Use of bay windows  at

the  street  level  should

be discouraged.

16
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2. BUILDING  DESIGN

To ensure  that
pedestrian  entrances
are located  to
generate  activity  &
vibrancy  at street
level

To promote  effective
movement  to  & from
a building  that  is
signaled  by  the
architecture  to

welcome  & link

pedestrian  movement
to  the  broader  public
realm  at  the  street

level

To ensure  buildings
interact  seamlessly

with  adjoining

sidewalks,  streets  &

D ESIG  N G UlD  ELIN  ES
*  Position  entrances  at

active  locations  that
enable  & promote

pedestrian  walkability
& connectivity.

Entrances  should  be
designed  to

pronounce  their

purpose  and location
through  the  use of

recessed  or projected
features  that  add
variation  to  the

horizontal  plane  of
the  street  level

fagade.

*  Adequately  recess  or
cover  entrances  to
provide  shelter  from

the  elements.

*  Entrances  should  be
easily  identifiable  and
create  a transitional

space  between  the
building  and  the

street  level.

17
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2 BUILDING  DESIGN

DESIGN  GUIDELINES

Larger  buildings  should

provide  multiple  entrances

along  frontages  greater  than

100  feet  in length.

Mixed  use buildings  with

shared  entrances  to upper

story  uses  should  use

architectural  elements,

furnishings,  and/or
landscaping  to  clearly

articulate  and  differentiate

them  from  street

level commercial/retail

entrances.

At  the  intersection  of  two

streets,  the  building  corner

should  be defined  by

tncorporahng  a promrnent

architectural  feature  and/or
differentiation  in design  from

the  facades  on both  streets

that  makeup  the  corner.

*  Building  located  on corners

need  to  take  into

consideration  buildings  on

opposite  corners.
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2 BUILDIING  DESIGN

Intent

Statements

To add  visual

interest  to  the

pedestrian

environment  at  the

street  level

To provide  shade

and  protection  from

the  elements  for

pedestrians

To create  interesting

rhythms  and

patterns  along  the

building  facade

To ensure  that

awnings  are  made  of

durable  and  quality

materials

To enhance

storefront  design  &

attractiveness

DESIGN  GUIDELINES
Care should  be taken

when  placing  awnings

to preserve  views

down  the  street.

Awnings  should  be

consistent  with,  &

relate  to,  the  facade

design  of  the  building.

The design  of  awnings

from  one  building  &

block  to  the  next

should  be diverse,  but

remain  compatible

with  the  overall  street

context  of  the  area.

Awnings  should  be

designed  as individual

components  & not  be

continuous  along  the

buildings  street  level.

The color  of  awnings

should  complement

the  building  fagade.

Awnings  should  not

obscure  architectural

building  features.

Awnings  should  be

made  of  durable  ma-

terials  designed  for

exterior  use.

19
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3 SIGNS

Intent

Statements

To encourage  signs

that  complement  a

vibrant,  pedestrian-

oriented  street

frontage

To promote  creative

and  iconographic

sign  design  at

prominent  locations

To encourage  signs

that  fit  the  character

of  the  Kent

community  and  that

do not  detract  from

or  overpower  the

features  of  a

building's  faqade

To encourage  sign

design  that  is

expressive  of

individual

ffll
m

ffll

'9appeaj

D ESIG  N G UlD  ELlN  ES

commercial

proprietors  and

businesses

Use of  materials  that

exhibit  craftsmanship

& which  contribute

to individual  business

identity  should  be

used.

Use of  dimensional

letter  forms  (min.  of

1/2"  deep) on wall

and blade  signs  are

preferred  to flat,

vinyl,  or painted

acrylic.

Fasteners  & other

sign attachment

devices  should  be

integrated  into  the

fagade  design  & not

cause  unnecessary

damage.

Window  signs  should

not  block  views  into

an establishment  and

allow  pedestrians  to

see through  them.

21
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SIGNS

Intent

Statements

To provide

adequate  lighting

of  signs  for

legibility  and

orientation

To encourage

lighting  that

enhances  the

character  of  the

pedestrian

experience  at the

street  level

To ensure  that  sign

lighting  is

coordinated  with

building  facade

design  and  lighting

To ensure  that  sign

lighting  does  not

adversely  affect  the

Public  Realm  or

adjacent  properties

DESIGN  GUIDELINES

Illumination  external

to  the  sign  surface

with  lighting  directed

at the  sign  is desirable

for  street  level

businesses.

Backlit  signs,  in certain

circumstances,  may

be acceptable,  but

illumination  should  be

muted  and  not  stark.

Power  sources,

raceways,  and  conduit

should  be concealed.

Internally  lit  exterior

signs  are  strongly

discouraged.

Neon  signs  can  be

displayed  in a

window,  but

mounting  a neon  sign

externally  on a

building  is strongly

discouraged.

22

Page 36 of 76



SIGNS

D ESIG  N G UlD  ELIN  ES

Sign lighting  should  be consistent

with  the  overall  building  lighting.

Sign lighting  should  provide

support  to nighttime  pedestrian

activity.

Halo  illumination  should  be

considered  for  signs  that  will  be

displayed  on taller  buildings,

structures  with  larger  massing,  or

signs  that  will  be displayed  above

the  street  level.

External  illumination  of  signs  is

preferred  for  smaller  storefronts

on the  street  level.

*  Scale  the  brightness  and  visual

impact  of  sign  illumination  to  the

surrounding  area's  level  of

activity  while  ensuring  that  the

ight  level  from  the  sign  does  not

overpower  other  signs  on the

street  or  the  faqade.

23
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LAW DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM 
KENT, OHIO  

To: Dave Ruller, City Manager 
From: Hope L. Jones, Law Director 
Date: 
Re:   

November 29, 2023 
Public Defender Contract Renewal 

Mr. Ruller, 

It is that time of year for the renewal of the Public Defender contract for the calendar 
year 2024.  

I request that legislation for the renewal of the contract be placed on the December 6, 
2023 agenda for discussion by Council Committee.  For your information, the City 
requests this contract to ensure that indigent criminal defendants to receive the public 
defender’s assistance.   

Thank you, Dave, 

Hope 
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    CITY OF KENT, OHIO 
    DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE 

    Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director 
 

930 OVERHOLT RD., KENT, OH  44240 
(330) 678-8102 – Director and General Accounting 

(330) 678-8103 Income Tax     (330) 678-8104 Utility Billing     FAX (330) 676-7584 

To: Dave Ruller, City Manager 
From: Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director of Budget and Finance 
Date: November 9, 2023 
Re: FY2024 Recommended Budget 

Dave, 
 
The Recommended Budget for 2024 has been distributed to Council with this memo.  I would like to 
request approval of this budget by Council in order to be in compliance with Ohio Revise Code Section 
5705.38, Annual Appropriation Measure, whereas on or about the first day of each fiscal year an 
appropriation measure is to be passed. 
 
Thank you. 
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    CITY OF KENT, OHIO 
    DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE 

    Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director 
 

930 OVERHOLT RD., KENT, OH  44240 
(330) 678-8102 – Director and General Accounting 

(330) 678-8103 Income Tax     (330) 678-8104 Utility Billing     FAX (330) 676-7584 

 

To: Dave Ruller, City Manager 
From: Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director of Budget and Finance 
Date: November 28, 2023 
Re: FY2023 Appropriation Amendments, Transfers, and Advances #6 

The final appropriations amendment will reflect the remaining operating contingency 
funds as a separate item on the appropriations ordinance attachment. This will enable the 
transfer of contingency funds to either operating or personnel lines as needed. 
 
I will continue to work with the Departments/Divisions during the next few weeks to 
resolve remaining or anticipated negative budget variances and would also request 
favorable consideration of any additional items that may be subsequently identified and 
included in the final appropriation amendment exhibit.  I have included with this memo 
any requests that I have received thus far so that Council can see what changes will be, at a 
minimum, included in the Ordinance on the 20th. 
 
Therefore, I am requesting Council approve amended appropriations for the December 
Council meeting. 
   

 

 

Page 47 of 76



CITY OF KENT, OHIO 
 

Information Technologies Department 
                                          Memorandum 

930 Overholt Road ● Kent, Ohio 44240 ● 330.676.7557 ● Fax 330.673.1893 
www.kentohio.org  ●  www.kent360.com 

 

 
 
To:  Rhonda Hall 
From:  Nicholas Cecil, IT & Communications Director 
Date:  11/14/2023 
Re:  Server Room Split Unit Replacement 
 

 
 
Rhonda, 
 
I am requesting the appropriation of $8,000 to replace the AC6\CU3, which cools the 
Server Room at the Police Department. Funds will need to be allocated to 301-09-
570-728.7630.  
 
Thank you, 
Nicholas Cecil 
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City Of Kent Fire Department 
320 S. Depeyster St. 

Kent, Ohio 44240 
330. 673.8814 

330.676.7374 Fax 
                

 
 
To: Rhonda Hall, Director 
      Budget & Finance 
 
From: James Samels, Acting Fire Chief 
 
Date: September 27, 2023 
 
Re: Overtime Budget 
 
Rhonda, 
 
I am requesting a budget appropriation for additional funds into the overtime 
budget for the fire department for 2023. As of today, 94% of our allocated 
overtime budget has been spent. This is due to many reasons. We have had 
three retirements in 2023 and our Fire Service Specialist left for another job in 
the spring. A Captain has been doing the job of Acting Fire Chief also since the 
spring. This has led to staff filling many other roles on their days off, increasing 
overtime. 
 
These items in conjunction with being on pace to run the highest call volume the 
Kent Fire Department has ever responded to in a year have left us in a difficult 
overtime situation. I am requesting additional funds in the amount of $157,000. 
To get us through the end of 2023.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
 
 
James Samels 
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City  Of  Kent  Fire  Department
320  S Depeyster  St.

Kent,  Oh o 44240

330 673  8814

330  676  7374  Fax

To: Rhonda  Hall,

Director,  Budget  & Finance

From:  James  Samels

Acting  Fire  Chief

Date:  October  26, 2023

Re: Capital  Funds

Rhonda,

am requesting  that  capital  funds  for  "Cameras  on vehicles"  listed  as project

2023KFDOO7  in the amount  of $45,000  to be moved  into the capital account  line
for  "fire  miscellaneous  equipment"  (2023KFDOO1  ). This  will  allow  the  fire

department  to utilize  these  funds  with  greater  flexibility  and  purchase  items  that

we  have  determined  to be a higher  priority  at this  time.  It is my  understanding

that this would  result  in a total amount  of $65,000  of combined  funds in the fire
miscellaneous  equipment  project.  If you  need  any  additional  information  or have

other  concerns,  feel  free  to reach  out  to me.

Sincerely,

c,9&
James  Samels
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Kent Police Department 
MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Rhonda Hall, Finance Director 
From:  Chief Nicholas Shearer 
Date:  November 21, 2023 
Subject: Appropriation for K9 Kennel 
 
This memorandum is to serve as a request to appropriate and use funds from the Drug Law 
Enforcement fund (122) for the purpose of purchasing a canine kennel for one of our patrol 
cars.  Our newest K9, a firearms detection and obedience canine assigned to the school 
resource officer is a newer program and we have not had the ability to properly outfit a patrol 
car with a kennel for the canine.  The canine is responsible for working with his handler to 
provide a safer environment at Theodore Roosevelt High School and Stanton Middle School 
by sniffing bags throughout the school for the presence of materials associated with the 
possession of firearms.  In addition, the canine helps our school resource officer assist 
students having a difficult time and dealing with crisis.  Not only has this program kept our 
schools safe, but it has also helped form better relationships with students in the schools.  
The total cost of the kennel including installation is $10,992.70.  
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1

Rhonda Hall

From: John Ellison
Sent: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 12:24 PM
To: Brian L. Huff; Rhonda Hall
Subject: Transfer in Capital projects WTP

Good aŌernoon, Brian and Rhonda 
 
If possible, I would like to transfer the total amount of $15,000 from 201‐05‐550‐501.7680  “2023WTP009 ‐ Wellfield 
Generator Storage Structure”  and put it into 201‐05‐550‐501.7630 “2023WTP001 ‐ WTP Misc. Plant Equipment”. 
One of our high service pump motors failed at the WTP, I only have one other pump of this size in operaƟon, and I would 
not like to let this sit broken unƟl the new year. I am looking into purchasing a new one currently. This motor will more 
than likely exceed $15,000 to replace it. 
It is no longer planned to install a generator storage structure at the wellfield. Which is why I was considered moving this 
money into the WTP. Misc Plant Equipment. 
 
Let me know if we can do this. 
 

 
John Ellison 
City of Kent Water Treatment Plant - Water Plant Manager 
John.Ellison@KentOhio.gov 
330.676.7220 
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Memo 

 

 

To:       Rhonda Hall, Budget & Finance Director 

             Melanie Baker, Service Director 

 
From:  William Schesventer, Manager 
 
Date:   October 3, 2023 
 
    RE:       Re‐purposing of Monies Request  
 
 
I am requesting the re‐purposing of $135,000.00 from previously appropriated funds in project 
2023WRF006 “Belt Press Conveyor” ($185,000.00), this amount reflects monies not used for that 
project due to utilization of an option to have the conveyor rebuilt as opposed to purchasing a 
new one. 
 
This request is a zero loss to the sewer fund and would be used for the following: 
 
2023WRF012 Replacement pump for College Towers lift station ($85,000.00) 

 
2023WRF013 Influent Screen Repair ($25,000.00) 
 
2023WRF014 New Waste Activated Sludge Pump ($25,000.00) 
 
Approval of  this  request would afford me  the opportunity  to alleviate  these major  concerns 
without additional funding for the pumps and keep the rebuilding cost of the screen down for 
2024. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
cc: John W. White, Chief Operator 
      File 
 

City of Kent 

Department of Public Service 

Division of Water Reclamation 
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MEMO 
 

 

 

October 3, 2023 
 

 

 

 
 

To: Melanie Baker 

 
 

From: Brad McKay, Facilities Manager  

 

 

RE: Thompson Electric 

 

Central Maintenance began 2023 with $50,000 (po#2023-1033) for repair of traffic signals 

throughout the city, as of 09/01/23, we have an encumbered amount of $427.60 on this purchase 

order. We have received invoices from Thompson totaling $26,580.38 that are unpaid as of now. 

Based on these amounts, the average monthly billing to Thompson Electric is $9,572.55. 

Therefore, we are requesting additional funds in the amount of $65,000 for the unpaid invoices 

and the anticipated invoices through 12/31/23. 

 

 

 

Cc: Rhonda Hall 
            Brian Huff 

            Gary Labajetta 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

\\kent-ohio.local\RedirectedDocuments\CentralMaint\swaugerr\Documents\Swauger\blank Memo.doc 

CITY OF KENT 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE 
CENTRAL MAINTENANCE 

10/3/2023
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    CITY OF KENT, OHIO 
    DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE 

    Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director 
 

930 OVERHOLT RD., KENT, OH  44240 
(330) 678-8102 – Director and General Accounting 

(330) 678-8103 Income Tax     (330) 678-8104 Utility Billing     FAX (330) 676-7584 

To: Dave Ruller, City Manager 
From: Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director of Budget and Finance 
Date: November 9, 2023 
Re: Then and Now Purchase Order Approval Request 

Dave, 
 
In accordance with Section 5705.41 (D) of the Ohio Revised Code the City must receive 
approval from Council for all Then and Now purchase orders in excess of $3,000.  This is the 
first year we have implemented the Then and Now purchase orders and thus the first time we are 
requesting such approval.  Attached is the list of all Then and Now purchase orders that 
exceeded the threshold.   
 
Thank you. 
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