
City of Kent 
Wednesday, July 10, 2024 

City Council Committee Meeting 
320 S. Depeyster Street, Kent, OH 44240 

City Council Committee Meetings 
July 10, 2024 

AGENDA 

6:55 P.M. Board of Control 

7:00 P.M. Public Hearings 

1. In accordance with O.R.C. §5705.28, notice was given on June 17, 2024, that a
Public Hearing will be held on the City of Kent Annual Tax Budget for the fiscal
year ending December 31, 2025.

2. On June 25, 2024 and July 3, 2024, notice was given that the Kent City Council
was conducting a Public Hearing to allow for public comment and questions
regarding the City of Kent’s application for a Designated Outdoor Refreshment
Area Expansion.

Council Committee Meetings Immediately Following Public Hearing 

1. CCommittee of the Whole  Chair Fiala/ Vice-Chair Amrhein

1.1. Board and Commission Interview Process 
City Council Led Discussion

1.2. City Hall Project Update 
Melanie Baker, Service Director

2. CCommunity Development Committee Chair Rosenberg/ Vice-Chair Clapper

2.1. Decarbonization Planning for the City Buildings 
Bridget Susel, Community Development Director 
NOPEC/World Kinect

2.2. Proposed Operating Agreement for the Sale of Adult Use Marijuana 
Bridget Susel, Community Development Director

2.3. Dora Expansion Request 
 Development Director

3. FFinance Committee Chair DeLeone/Vice-Chair Celko

1

Special Meeting to Follow (Separate Agenda)

3.1. Tax Budget 
Rhonda Hall, Budget and Finance Director

(Over)
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3.3. Budget Appropriation Amendment 
Rhonda Hall, Budget and Finance Director

3.4. OPWC Grant/Loan Application Request 
Jim Bowling, City Engineer

4. EExecutive Session

4.1. To consider the purchase of property for public purposes, the sale of property at 
competitive bidding, or the sale or other disposition of unneeded, obsolete, or 
unfit- for-use property in accordance with section 505.10 of the Ohio Revised 
Code 

Adjourn to Special Council Meeting 

Rhonda Hall, Budget and Finance Director 
3.2. Insurance Coverage 

City Council Committee Meetings 
July 10, 2024 

2
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Any person who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication or a modification of policies and procedures to participate 
in any City or City Council public meeting or event should contact the Clerk of Council at 330-676-7555 or councilclerk@kentohio.gov.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6
5:00 pm Shade 
Tree Comm. 
5:30 pm 
Sustainability 
Comm. 

Independence 
Day 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
5:30 pm Health 
Board Mtg  

7:00 p.m. 
Council Committee 
Mtgs; Special 
Council Mtg 

4:00 pm Standing 
Rock Cemetery 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
5 pm Civil Service 
Commission Mtg. 
7 pm Board of 
Zoning Appeals 

7:00 pm Planning 
Commission 

5:30 pm Parks & 
Rec Mtg. Board 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
7:00 pm Reg. 
Council Mtg 

28 29 30 31 

    KENT CITY COUNCIL’S PENDING LIST 
Administration  Date of Motion Motion Made by 

Senior Advisory Committee 10/18/2017      Ferrara; Sidoti 
Discussion with Franklin Twp. /sidewalk snow upkeep  01/19/2022  Shaffer Bish 
Review of Roadwork Needed on Portage St. 05/17/2023  Wallach 
Review Language of KRC 339.02 Regarding Semi Parking 03/20/2024  Amrhein 
Review of Lifting of Adult Use Marijuana Moratorium 04/17/2024  Hook 
Explore Use of Consent Agenda  04/17/2024  Hook 
Recognize Juneteenth as City Holiday 06/19/2024  Sidoti 

Council Committees Month/Yr. Motion Made by 

Land O’ Lakes Noise Issue- Comm/Whole 08/16/2023  Turner
Noise Ordinance Review – Health & Public Safety 11/15/2023  Amrhein 
Fur Regulations and Sales in Kent- Community Dev.  12/20/2023  Wallach
Downtown Street Closure Procedures- Community Dev. 01/17/2024   Rosenberg 
Downtown Historic District- Community Dev.  02/24/2024  Shaffer Bish 
Role of Architecture Review Board- Community Dev.  02/24/2024  Celko 
Parks and Rec Survey and Master Plan- Comm/Whole  02/24/2024  Sidoti 
Requirement for In Person Board Interviews- Comm/Whole 03/20/2024  Rosenberg
Arborist &Health Dept. used in Rental Inspections 06/19/2024  Clapper 

Posted July 3, 2024      Amy Wilkens | Clerk of Council | Kent City Council

   TENTATIVE JULY 2024 CALENDAR    

Any request for an auxiliary aid or other accommodation should be made as soon as possible, but no later than forty-eight hours prior to 
the event. 3
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City Interviews? Process
Aurora No Mayor appoints, Council Confirms Appointments

Beachwood Yes/No

Mayor Appoints, Council Confirms Appointments. 
If Council appointment, interview during Legal and Personnel Committee then a motion to appoint at 
next Council Meeting

Brecksville Yes

Council President and the Council Representative to the specific Board or Commission 
along with Mayor interview the applicants. Most appointments are the Mayor’s with Council 
approval. They schedule interviews outside public meetings

Brooklyn No Mayor appoints, Council Confirms Appointments

Brunswick No
Application completed by applicant, reviewed by Mayor who makes selection. Mayoral appointment 
approved by Council during Council Meeting

Hudson Yes
Interviews in executive session with an early start before Council meetings.  If there are many 
applicants, we do a special workshop and go into executive session on a weekend

N. Olmsted Yes Interview during an Intra Governmental Committee Meeting and vote on the appointment at Council

N. Ridgeville No Mayor recommends and Council Appoints

Orville No Mayor Appoints, Council Confirms Appointments

Painesville Yes

Interview Committee formed, (A few council members, dept. Head, and chairperson of the 
committee) interviews candidate and makes recommendation to Council. Resolution put on the 
agenda to appoint at council meeting 

Stow No Mayor Appoints, Council Confirms Appointments
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                            DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE 
                          Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director 

 
TO: Dave Ruller, City Manager 
  
FROM: Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director of Budget and Finance 
 
DATE: June 26, 2024 
 
SUBJECT: 2025 Tax Budget and Public Hearing 
 
 
The 2025 Tax Budget has been prepared and is submitted as attached for public hearing, along 
with the request for City Council approval and adoption. The Tax Budget is required to be 
submitted and adopted annually for each political subdivision in accordance with Ohio Revised 
Code, Section 5705, by July 15th and subsequently must be filed with the County Auditor by July 
20th each year. Failure to do so could result in the loss of the local government fund allocation. 
The requested Council approval does not appropriate any City of Kent funds for expenditure in 
the 2025 Fiscal Year. 
 
Tax Budgets are reviewed by County Budget Commissions to certify the amount of monies to be 
collected and distributed from property taxes, levies and Local Government Funds (LGF) based 
upon demonstrated needs of the political subdivisions. In Portage County the political 
subdivisions have voted to adopt an alternative formula for the distribution of the Local 
Government Funds for the past 25 plus years, which was revised and reaffirmed in 2023.  
 
While preparation of the annual Tax Budget for the City of Kent is largely a procedural 
formality, it also serves as the first official step in our Capital and Operating Budget processes. 
Although the required format and presentation of Tax Budget numbers differ considerably from 
our Annual Budget, they both start with the same basic data and assumptions. These format and 
presentation differences make direct comparisons between budget documents difficult and 
subject to misinterpretation.  Overall, we continue to apply conservative budget preparation 
principles. The numbers in the Tax Budget reflect department expenditures that are consistent 
with our objective to hold Operating and Maintenance expenses to a minimal change as 
compared to the 2024 budget, unless there is a substantiated and compelling reason for an 
increase.  
 
Our revenue projections reflect mixed current trends based upon source categories, with 
increases from 2024 to 2025. We are projecting income taxes to be at or slightly above the prior 
year.  Expenses in Personnel Services have been budgeted at the top of range for most positions 
with some adjustments for special payouts related to retirements and sell back of sick leave, 
vacation and accrued comp time.  Additionally, it should be noted that Tax Budget numbers 
reflect departmental needs based on the prior year. Further budget review and refinement will 
occur as departmental budget hearings take place, and the annual budget process continues 
preceding presentation in the Fall to City Council for approval and final adoption. 

 

 

 

 

 
CITY OF KENT, OHIO  
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                            DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE 
                          Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director 

 
TO: Dave Ruller, City Manager 
  
FROM: Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director of Budget and Finance 
 
DATE: June 26, 2024 
 
SUBJECT: Insurance Coverage 
 
 
Dave, 
 
It has been brought to our attention from our Insurance Agency Representative that the bonds 
that the City holds on you, Brian Huff and I are being phased out and moved to be included 
under the insurance coverage of an employee dishonesty and faithful performance of duty 
insurance policy rather than the surety bonds.  The new insurance coverage would “cover losses 
caused by the fraudulent or dishonest actions of, and the failure to perform a duty prescribed by 
law for, officers, employees, or appointees that would otherwise be required to give an individual 
surety bond to qualify for the office or employment before entering upon the discharge of duties 
imposed by the office or employment”.  In other words, the insurance coverage would protect 
those of us under the surety bond that outside entries could go after us personally for mistakes of 
other employees.  I would like to discuss this at the July 10, 2024 Committee Meeting. 
 
Thank you. 

 

 

 

 
CITY OF KENT, OHIO  

 
 

 

Page 70 of 76



Page 1

    To: Dave Ruller, City Manager

From: Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director of Budget and Finance

 Date: July 1, 2024

    Re: FY2024 Appropriation Amendment #4

Fund 128 – Fire & EMS

Increase 60,000$          

Fund 136 – CHIP Grant 

Increase 20,000$          

Fund 138 – ARPA 

Increase 465,000$        

Decrease (259,693.95)    

Increase 259,693.95$   

Increase (465,000)         

Fund 301 – Capital Improvements

Increase 20,000$          

ARPA / Capital – Reduce appropriations for the Digester Heat Exchangers Project, per 
J. Bowling 6/26/24 memo.

Sewer / WRF/ Capital – Reduce appropriate for the the Primary Clarifier #1 Project and 
moving them to the ARPA, per J. Bowling 6/26/24 memo.

Fire & EMS / Other (O&M) – Appropriate add'l funds to cover maintenance costs for 
remainder of the year, per J. Samels 7/2/24 memo.

CHIP/  Other (O&M) – Approp add'l funds to cover the owner-occupied housing rehab 
project, per B. Susel 6/26/24 memo.

    CITY OF KENT, OHIO
DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE

Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director

The following appropriation amendments for the July Council Committee Agenda are hereby requested:

Sewer / WRF/ Capital – Appropriate add'l funds for the Digester Heat Exchangers 
Project, per J. Bowling 6/26/24 memo.

Fund 202 – Sewer 

Capital / SVC – Add'l appropriations to replace the failing split unit air conditioners per 
N Cecil 7/1/24 memo.

ARPA / Capital – Appropriate add'l funds to cover the the Primary Clarifier #1 Project, 
per J. Bowling 6/26/24 memo.
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K:\Engineering\Administration\Budget\2024\Appropriation Modification Request_6_2024.doc 

CITY OF KENT 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

DIVISION OF ENGINEERING 
 

MEMO 
 
TO:  Rhonda Hall 
  Dave Ruller 
 
FROM: Jim Bowling 
   
DATE:  June 27, 2024 
 
RE:  Primary Clarifier #1 - Appropriation Request - REVISED 
 
The Service Department is requesting to the following appropriation modifications: 
 

• Rehabilitation of Primary Clarifier #1 Project (2023WRF003).  
o Reduce appropriations from Fund 202 (Sewer) by $465,000. 
o Increase appropriations from Fund 138 (ARPA) by $465,000. 

 
• Digester Heat Exchangers Project (2011WRF010). 

o Reduce appropriations from Fund 138 (ARPA) by $259,694 
o Increase appropriations from Fund 202 (Sewer) by $259,694 

 
To allow for the above appropriation changes, the following exiting purchase order revisions have been 
processed: 
 

• Final Clarifier Rehabilitation – Phase 2 (2022WRF004) from fund 138 (ARPA) 
o PO #22-1506 was reduced $85,500 

• Digester Heat Exchangers Project (2011WRF010) from fund 138 (ARPA) 
o PO#24-1143 was reduced $259,694 

 
 
The intent of these changes is to maximize the local ARPA funds. 
 
Please let us know if there are any questions. 
 
 
 
 
c: Melanie Baker 
 Brian Huff 
 Bill Schesventer 
 Cori Wimer 
 Cathy Wilson 
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CITY OF KENT, OHIO 
 

Information Technologies Department 
                                          Memorandum 

930 Overholt Road ● Kent, Ohio 44240 ● 330.676.7557 ● Fax 330.673.1893 
www.kentohio.org  ●  www.kent360.com 

 

 
 
To:  Rhonda Hall, Budget and Finance Director 
From:  Nicholas Cecil, IT & Communications Manager 
Date:  7/1/2024 
Re:  Budget Appropriation 
 

 
 
Rhonda, 
 
I am requesting the appropriation of $20,000 to replace the failing split unit air 
conditioners at 930 Overholt and 320 South Depeyster. Funds will need to be 
allocated to 301-09-570-728.7630. Capital Project 2024KSS005 will need to be created 
for this project. 
 
Thank you, 
Nicholas Cecil 
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K:\Engineering\PROJECTS\_OPWC_PLAN\PY2025_R39\KCC Memo_5_2024_OPWC.doc 

CITY OF KENT 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

DIVISION OF ENGINEERING 
 

MEMO 
TO:  Dave Ruller 
  Amy Wilkens 
 
FROM: Jim Bowling 
 
DATE:  May 24, 2024 
 
RE:  OPWC Application - Grant and No Interest Loan Request 
 
The Service Department is requesting council’s approval to submit a funding application and to 
execute the subsequent agreement with the Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC), if 
successful, for the following project. 
 
Sunrise Boulevard Rehabilitation – This project includes the Rehabilitation of Sunrise 
Boulevard from Main Street to the bridge over Fish Creek. The rehabilitation includes the 
removal and replacement of the asphalt pavement, repairs to the subgrade, replacement of 
sections of concrete curb and gutter, sidewalks and drive aprons where needed. ADA curb ramps 
and structure (manholes and catch basin) repairs as needed. 
 
The existing Pavement Condition Index for this stretch of road is 15 (0-100 scale) which is well 
below the 55 recommended for resurfacing. The rehabilitation for this roadway has been delayed 
due to the need to rehabilitate the existing bridge over Fish Creek, which is contracted for 
rehabilitation in 2024. 
 
The total cost of the project is estimated at $689,000 and we are requesting $294,500 in grant 
funds and $50,000 in no interest loans from OPWC. The total funding for this project is included 
in the approved 2023 Capital Improvement Plan as part of the Annual Street and Sidewalk 
Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
c: Melanie Baker  
 Pat Homan 
 Jon Giaquinto 
 Hope Jones 
 Brian Huff 
 Sandy Lance 
 Rhonda Hall 
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