
 

City of Kent 
Wednesday, November 6, 2024 
City Council Committee Meetings 

320 S. Depeyster Street, Kent, OH 44240 

 

City Council Committee 
Meetings 
November 6, 2024 

 

 

AGENDA 
 
  6:55 P.M. Board of Control 
    
  7:00 P.M. Council Committee Meetings 
    
  Call to Order 
    
1.  Committee of the Whole Chair Fiala/ Vice-Chair Amrhein  
    
2.  Health and Public Safety Committee - Chair Amrhein/ Vice-Chair Sidoti  
    
  2.1. Warming Center Discussion w/ Ann Marie Noble, Excutive Director of 

Shepherd's House (No action item) 
Bridget Susel, Community Development Director 

      
  2.2. City of Kent Police / Kent State University Police Mutual Aid Contract 

Nick Shearer, Police Chief 
      
3.  Community Development Committee - Chair Rosenberg/Vice-Chair Clapper  
    
  3.1. West River Parking Lot Agreement Update 

Bridget Susel, Community Development Director 
      
4.  Streets, Sidewalks & Utilities Committee - Chair Sidoti/ Vice-Chair Clapper  
    
  4.1. 2024 Capital Projects Update 

Jim Bowling, City Engineer 
      
  4.2. ODOT Director's Deed Property Transfer 

Jim Bowling, City Engineer 
      
5.  Finance Committee - Chair DeLeone/Vice-Chair Celko  
    
  5.1. Resolution Requesting the Transfer of Taxes from Portage County  

Rhonda Hall, Finance Director 
      
  5.2. Proposed 2025-29 Capital Plan Update 

Rhonda Hall, Finance Director and Jim Bowling, City Engineer 
      
  5.3. Health Department Accreditation Funding 

Joan Seidel, Kent City Health Commissioner 
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City Council Committee 
Meetings 
November 6, 2024 

 

 

  5.4. 2024 Budget Appropriations Amendment 
Rhonda Hall, Finance Director 

      
6.  Land Use Committee - Chair Shaffer Bish /Vice- Chair Hook  
    
  Adjourn 
    
 
 
Any person who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication or a modification of policies and procedures to participate in any City or 
City Council public meeting or event should contact the Clerk of Council at 330-678-8007. Any request for auxiliary aid or other accommodation should 
be made as soon as possible, but no later than forty-eight hours prior to the event. 
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Any person who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication or a modification of policies and procedures to participate 
in any City or City Council public meeting or event should contact the Clerk of Council at 330-676-7555 or councilclerk@kentohio.gov.  
Any request for an auxiliary aid or other accommodation should be made as soon as possible, but no later than forty-eight hours prior to 
the event. 

   TENTATIVE NOVEMBER 2024 CALENDAR       
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Shade Tree Comm 
5:00pm 

Sustainability 
Comm 5:30pm 

Architecture 
Review Bd 3:00pm 

Planning Comm 
Mtg 1 7:00pm 

City Council 
Committee 
Mtg 7:00pm 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Board of Health 
5:30pm 

Standing Rock 
Cemetery 4:00pm 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Civil Service Comm 
5:00pm 

Bd of Zoning 
Appeals 7:00pm 

Planning Comm 
Mtg 2 7:00pm 

City Council 
Regular Mtg 
7:00pm 

Parks & Recreation 
Bd 5:30pm 

24 25 26 27 28  29  30 

    KENT CITY COUNCIL’S PENDING LIST 
Administration  Date of Motion Motion Made by 

Senior Advisory Committee 10/18/2017      Ferrara; Sidoti 
Discussion with Franklin Twp. /sidewalk snow upkeep   01/19/2022  Shaffer Bish 
Review of Roadwork Needed on Portage St. 05/17/2023  Wallach 
Review Language of KRC 339.02 Regarding Semi Parking 03/20/2024  Amrhein 
Review of Lifting of Adult Use Marijuana Moratorium 04/17/2024  Hook 
Explore Use of Consent Agenda  04/17/2024  Hook 
Recognize Juneteenth as City Holiday  06/19/2024  Sidoti 

Council Committees Month/Yr. Motion Made by 

Land O’ Lakes Noise Issue- Comm/Whole 08/16/2023  Turner 
Noise Ordinance Review – Health & Public Safety 11/15/2023  Amrhein 
Fur Regulations and Sales in Kent- Community Dev.   12/20/2023  Wallach
Downtown Street Closure Procedures- Community Dev.  01/17/2024   Rosenberg 
Downtown Historic District- Community Dev.  02/24/2024  Shaffer Bish 
Role of Architecture Review Board- Community Dev.  02/24/2024  Celko 
Parks and Rec Survey and Master Plan- Comm/Whole  02/24/2024  Sidoti 
Requirement for In Person Board Interviews- Comm/Whole 03/20/2024  Rosenberg 
Arborist &Health Dept. used in Rental Inspections 06/19/2024  Clapper 
Warming Centers for the Unhoused 09/18/2024  Hook 

Posted October 31, 2024      Kathleen Coleman | Interim Clerk of Council | Kent City Council

DRAFT
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   DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 

   CITY OF KENT, OHIO 

DATE:  October 26, 2024 
 
TO:  Dave Ruller, City Manager 
 
FROM: Bridget Susel, Community Development Director 
 
RE:  Warming Center Discussion  
 
 
Per Council’s request for a discussion on a warming center to meet the need for such a service in the 
upcoming cold weather months, the Community Development Department has invited Ms. Anne Marie 
Noble, Executive Director of Shepherd’s House, formerly known as the Haven of Portage County, to 
speak to Council about the organization and how a section of the facility, located at 2645 SR 59 in 
Ravenna, can be utilized as a warming center. 
 
The Community Development Department staff has examined this topic on prior occasions over the last 
10+ years, and I will provide a brief explanation, prior to Executive Director Noble’s presentation, of 
the requirements that make locating such a center so challenging and some of the other variables that 
need to be considered when providing overnight services to individuals with varying health conditions 
and needs. 
 
I am respectfully requesting time at the November 6, 2024 Council Committee meeting so that Executive 
Director Noble can speak in greater detail about her organization and the variables that will need to be 
considered when establishing a warming center so that Council has a better understanding of this topic 
and can advise the administration as to how it wishes to proceed. 
 
 
If you need any additional information to add this discussion to the agenda, please let me know. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
Attachment 
 
 
Cc: Hope Jones, Law Director 
 Kathy Coleman, Interim Clerk of Council 
 Anne Marie Noble, Executive Director, Shepherd’s House 
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Kent Police Department
MEMORANDUM

To: Dave Ruller, City Manager
From: Chief Nicholas Shearer
Date: October 22, 2024
Subject: KSU Mutual Aid Agreement

This memorandum is to serve as a request for council time to extend the mutual aid 
agreement between the Kent Police Department and the Kent State University Police 
Department.  This agreement has been in place for a number of years and is up for renewal.  
The agreement provides the Kent Police Department with mutual aid assistance when 
requested from the Kent State University Police Department.  In addition, the agreement 
defines the City of Kent and Kent State University Joint Patrol District.  This updated 
agreement will shrink the Joint Patrol District to align with current practices and make some 
minor changes to the administrative functions of Kent State officers when acting within the 
Joint Patrol District.     
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   DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 

   CITY OF KENT, OHIO 

DATE:  October 25, 2024 
 
TO:  Dave Ruller, City Manager 
 
FROM: Bridget Susel, Community Development Director 
 
RE:  307 West River Medical Parking Lot Agreement  
 
 
West River Medical, LLC (WRM), whose principal is Dr. Scott Hussing, acquired the building at 307 
West Main Street more than twenty years ago and WRM has utilized the building for Dr. Hussing’s 
optometry practice and leases out additional space in the building to other healthcare providers.   
 
The parking lot that services the building is a City-owned lot and WRM and the City entered into a 
twenty-year lease agreement back in 2002 that established a shared use agreement for the lot, but the 
lease has expired and needs renewed. Under the terms of the renewed lease, WRM maintains access to 
the parking spaces from 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday-Friday, and the City has use of the lot on nights 
and weekends to support public parking needs. The agreement also establishes shared maintenance costs 
for landscaping and snowplowing at an annual cost to the City of not to exceed $5,000.00. A copy of the 
proposed lease is attached.   
 
I am respectfully requesting time at the November 6, 2024 Council Committee meeting to discuss the 
lease in greater detail and to request Council authorization, with emergency, for the City to execute the 
lease with WRM. 
 
If you need any additional information to add this item to the agenda, please let me know. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
Attachment 
 
 
 
Cc: Hope Jones, Law Director 
 Kathy Coleman, Interim Clerk of Council 
 Dr. Scott Hussing, WRM, via email 
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1 
 

PARKING LOT AGREEMENT 
 
This agreement is entered into by and between the City of Kent, Ohio 
(hereafter the City), and West River Medical, LLC (hereafter WRM), their 
heirs, successors, and assigns, to be effective on _______ November, 2024.  
Whereas, WRM purchased the building located at 307 West Main Street, Kent, 
Ohio; and 
Whereas, WRM wishes the exclusive use of the parking spaces in the municipal 
lot on the northwest corner of West Main Street and Gougler Avenue, more fully 
described in “Exhibit A, “during the business hours Monday-Friday, 7:00 a.m. 
-5:00 p.m.; and 
Whereas, the City would like to provide public access to parking, after work 
hours and on the weekends; 
Now therefore, it is agreed between the parties that: 

1. The City and WRM will have access in the parking lot at the times 
outlined in this agreement between the City and WRM. 

2. The expense of landscaping, snow plowing, and general trash pickup 
associated with the parking lot will be shared by the City and WRM.  WRM 
will provide proof of costs incurred for landscaping, snowplowing and 
general trash pickup and invoice the City, once annually, a not to exceed 
amount of $5,000.00 per year. The parking lot will be snow plowed in a 
manner consistent with City standards. 

3. The City will continue to insure the City's parking lot and will provide for 
any capital repairs to the parking lot, including resurfacing and striping, 
as needed. 

This agreement will renew automatically on an annual basis for a period of five (5) 
years and can be continued for an additional five (5) years upon agreement of both 
parties. 
The parties hereby set their signature to this agreement, in the City of Kent, 
Portage County, Ohio on the dates set out below. 
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2 
 

CITY OF KENT, OHIO 
 
_________________________________  Date _____________________ 
Dave Ruller, City Manager 
 
 
WEST RIVER MEDICAL, LLC 
 
 _________________________________     Date________________________ 
Dr. Scott Hussing 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM  
 
 
_____________________________
Hope Jones, Law Director 

City of Kent   
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CITY OF KENT 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

DIVISION OF ENGINEERING 
 

MEMO 
 
TO:  Dave Ruller 
  Kathy Coleman 
 
FROM: Jim Bowling 
 
DATE:  October 14, 2024 
 
RE:  Burnett Road Director’s Deed 
 
The Service Department is seeking City Council’s time to request their approval to accept the 
attached Director’s Deed from the Ohio Department of Transportation. The Deed is for a 
remnant parcel of land that was created with the construction of SR 261. The remnant parcel 
(shown below) contains the portion of the cul-de-sac on Burnett Road that is in the City of Kent. 
The transfer of this parcel via Director’s Deed will allow us to legally maintain the cul-de-sac. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C: Melanie Baker 
 Hope Jones 
 Sandy Lance 

Remnant Parcel to be 
transferred 
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    CITY OF KENT, OHIO 
    DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE 

    Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director 
 

930 OVERHOLT RD., KENT, OH  44240 
(330) 678-8102 – Director and General Accounting 

(330) 678-8103 Income Tax     (330) 678-8104 Utility Billing     FAX (330) 676-7584 

 

To: Dave Ruller, City Manager 
From: Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director of Budget and Finance 
Date: October 15, 2024 
Re: Advance of Property Taxes Resolution 

Dave, 
 
The City is permitted by Section 321.34 of the Ohio Revised Code to request the County 
advance to the City any property taxes that have been collected prior to the normal February 
settlement date. Passage of this resolution will enable the City to receive at least a portion of its 
property taxes approximately four to six weeks prior to the actual settlement date.  I am 
respectfully requesting City Council’s approval of a resolution for this purpose to be placed on 
the City Council agenda for November 6, 2024. 
 
Thank you. 
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    CITY OF KENT, OHIO 
    DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE 

    Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director 
 

930 OVERHOLT RD., KENT, OH  44240 
(330) 678-8102 – Director and General Accounting 

(330) 678-8103 Income Tax     (330) 678-8104 Utility Billing     FAX (330) 676-7584 

 

To: Dave Ruller, City Manager 
From: Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director of Budget and Finance 
Date: October 15, 2024 
Re: Five-Year Capital Plan  

Mr. Ruller, 
 
I would like to request that a discussion regarding the 2024 to 2029 Capital Plan (CAP 
Plan) be placed on the November 6, 2024 Agenda.   
 
Thank you. 
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        CITY CITY OF KENT, OHIO 

       HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

 

From: Joan Seidel, Health Commissioner   
Sent: Tuesday, October 15, 2024 
To: Patricia Long  
Subject:  CDC Funding Acceptance and Allocation  
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

I am asking for Committee time to request Council accept and allocate $50,000 in funding that is 
available to the City from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) as a result of the City Health 
Department becoming accredited.  

The CDC is administering this funding through their grant system because that is the most efficient 
means of distribution, but it is not technically a grant; it is assistance funding provided to health 
departments that achieve accredited status.  

If approved by Council, the funds would be deposited into the Health Department Workforce grant 
budget line and would be used to support the Department’s efforts to maintain accreditation.   
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    To: Dave Ruller, City Manager

From: Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director of Budget and Finance

 Date: October 22, 2024

    Re: FY2024 Appropriation Amendment #6

Fund 001 – General 

Increase 70,000$          

Fund 124 – Income Tax Safety

Increase 22,190$          

Fund 128 – Fire & EMS

Increase 11,810$          

Decrease (200,000)$       

Decrease (100,000)$       

Fund 301 – Capital Improvements

Decrease (150,000)$       

Decrease (150,000)         

Decrease (50,000)           

Sewer / O&M – Reduce appropriate of the Motor Control Replcmt due to higher 
priority projects postponing expense, per J. Bowling 10/8/24 memo.

Fund 202 – Sewer 

Fund 201 – Water 

    CITY OF KENT, OHIO
DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE

Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director

The following appropriation amendments for the August Council Committee Agenda are hereby requested:

Law / Other (O&M) – Add'l appropriations to cover additional legal services for 2024 

Fire & EMS / Other (O&M) – Reappropriate First Responder Recruitment Grant funds 
received in 2023 to be paid in 2024, per N. Shearer 10/22/24 memo.

Income Tax Safety / Other (O&M) – Reappropriate First Responder Recruitment Grant 
funds received in 2023 to be paid in 2024, per N. Shearer 10/22/24 memo.

Capital / SVC – Capital Facilities – Red approp. for Walnut St. Phase 2 Reconst due to 
lower than expected costs, per J. Bowling 10/8/24 memo.
Capital / SVC – Capital Facilities – Red approp.for the Hudson Rd. Improvement since 
project being delayed by Franklin Township, per J. Bowling 10/8/24 memo.

Capital / SVC – Capital Facilities – Red approp. for Franklin/Erie Street Curb Ext since 
it is being included with a diff project, per J. Bowling 10/8/24 memo.

Water / O&M – Reduce appropriate due to bids higher than expected for the Wellfield 
Devlp, project moved to 2025, per J. Bowling 10/8/24 memo.
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LAW DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM 
KENT, OHIO  

To:    Rhonda Hall, Budget and Finance Director  

From:   Hope L. Jones, Law Director 

Date:    August 26, 2024 

Re:     Appropriation Request  

Ms. Hall, 

I  have  used much more money  on  Professional  Services  this  year  than  expected.  I 

am  requesting  that  $70,000  be  added  to  the  Law Department’s  fund  001‐06‐570‐707‐

7340. If you have any questions regarding this request, I would be happy to talk to you.  

Thank you, Rhonda. 

Hope  

, Revised 10/8/2024
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Kent Police Department 
MEMORANDUM 

�

To:  Kent City Council 
 Dave Ruller, City Manager 
From:  Chief Nicholas Shearer 
Date:  October 17, 2024 
Subject: Grant Funding-Reappropriation 
 
This memorandum serves as a request funds be reappropriated from 2023 to 2024 for the Ohio 
EMA ARPA recruiting grant.  In 2023, we received a grant and had funds appropriated in the 
amount of $34,000 for the purpose of first responder recruiting.  After issuing a request for 
qualifications, we received a bid on this project in the amount of $31,500.  I am requesting this 
amount be reappropriated from 2023 to 2024 so we can execute this contract.      
 
These funds should be appropriated to the following accounts for this project: 
 
124-01-510-102-7340-$22,190.00 
128-01-510-108-7340-$11,810.00 

Page 23 of 25



K:\Engineering\Administration\Budget\2024\Appropriation Request_8_2024_Revised.doc 

CITY OF KENT 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

DIVISION OF ENGINEERING 
 
 

MEMO 
 
TO:  Rhonda Hall 
  Dave Ruller 
 
FROM: Jim Bowling 
   
DATE:  October 8, 2024 
 
RE:  Appropriations Modification Request - REVISED 
 
 
The Service Department is requesting to modify the appropriations for the following projects scheduled 
for 2024.  
 
 

• Wellfield Development (2011WTP004) – We are requesting to reduce the appropriations by 
$200,000 from the Water Fund for the project. Estimates for the next phase in this project came 
in significantly higher than previously budgeted and therefore will be programmed for 2025. 

 
 

• Walnut Street Reconstruction – Phase 2 (2019CIP009) – We are requesting to reduce the 
appropriations by $150,000 from the Capital Fund for the project. The project was bid and the 
costs came in lower than budgeted. Construction will be completed this year and the 
appropriations will not be needed. 
 
 

• Hudson Road Improvements (2023CIP007) - We are requesting to reduce the appropriations 
by $150,000 from the Capital Fund for the project. This project is being led by Franklin 
Township and they had to delay the project due to construction cost increases. 
 
 

• Franklin/Erie Curb Extension (2020CIP008) - We are requesting to reduce the appropriations 
by $50,000 from the Capital Fund for the project. This appropriation is not needed as the work is 
included in the development of 211 Franklin Street. 
 
 

• Motor Control Center Replacement (2014WRF004) - We are requesting to reduce the 
appropriations by $100,000 from the Sewer Fund for the project. Higher priority needs have 
required this project to be postponed. 
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The net effect of the above requests to the respective funds are shown below: 
 

• Water Funds – (-$200,000) 
• Sewer Funds – (-$100,000) 
• Capital Funds – (-$350,000) 

 
 
We appreciate the consideration of these requests.  
 
Please let me know if there are any questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c: Melanie Baker 
 Brian Huff 
 Cori Wimer 
 Bill Schesventer 
 John Ellison 
 Gary Labajetta 
 Jon Giaquinto 
 Pat Homan 
 Cathy Wilson 
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