City of Kent

Regular City Council Meeting
319 S. Water Street, Kent, Ohio 44240

Wednesday, February 18, 2026

AGENDA

6:55PM BOARD OF CONTROL

7:00PM PUBLIC HEARING: Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) PY 2026
Annual Action Plan

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING will begin immediately after Public Hearing

1. ROLL CALL
2. OPENING REMARKS AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Ms. Wallach
3. COMMUNICATIONS

3.1 Public Comment — Anyone wishing to address Council must submit their
written comments to the Clerk of Council at councilclerk@kentohio.gov by
4:30pm on the meeting day. If also requesting to speak at the meeting,
comments are limited to three (3) minutes.

3.2 Written Communication (on file in Clerk of Council’s office)

3.2.1 On January 26, 2026, the agenda for the February 3rd Planning
Commission was received and posted in the foyer of City Hall.

3.2.2 Between January 27" and February 2", the Clerk’s office was cc’d on
multiple emails between Rick Hawksley and Bridget Susel regarding
snow removal efforts in the City. These were shared with Council.

3.2.3 Between February 2" and 4™, the Clerk’s office was cc’d on multiple
emails between concerned residents of the Forest Lakes subdivision
and Bridget Susel, regarding the Agricultural District application at 100
Johnson Rd. These were shared with Council.

3.2.4 OnFebruary 2, 2026, an email from Lynn Harvey of the Kent Historical
Society was shared with the Clerk’s office, requesting that the building
at 237 E. Main St. be designated a local historic building. This email
was shared with Council.

3.2.5 OnFebruary 4, 2026, the January minutes and February agenda for the
Standing Rock Cemetery Board of Trustees meetings were received
and posted online.

Any person who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication or a modification of policies and procedures to participate in any City
or City Council public meeting or event should contact the Clerk of Council at 330-678-8007. Any request for auxiliary aid or other accommodation
should be made as soon as possible, but no later than forty-eight hours prior to the event.
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3.3

City Manager’s Report

4. CONSENT AGENDA
Items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine. Each item will be read
individually into the record and Consent Agenda will then be enacted as a whole by one
motion and one roll call. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If
discussion by Council is desired on any item on the Consent Agenda, that item will be
removed from the Consent Agenda by Council motion and considered in its normal
sequence under the Regular Order of Business.

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

4.9

Approval of January Regular Council Meeting minutes
Approval of February Council Committee Meeting minutes
Approval of February Special Meeting minutes

DRAFT 2026-11 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE FINANCE DIRECTOR,
UPON THE ISSUANCE OF A CERTIFICATE OF AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS, TO PAY
CERTAIN PURCHASE ORDERS MADE THAT EXCEED $3000.00; AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

DRAFT 2026-12 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2025-111, THE
CURRENT APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE, PASSED DECEMBER 17, 2025; SO AS
TO ADJUST APPROPRIATIONS, TRANSFERS AND ADVANCES FROM THE
VARIOUS FUNDS OF THE CITY OF KENT TO INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTS FOR THE
CURRENT EXPENSES OF THE CITY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER
31, 2026; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

DRAFT 2026-13 AN ORDINANCE AFFIRMING THE KENT DESIGN &
PRESERVATION COMMITTEE’S DESIGNATION OF THE KENT HISTORICAL
SOCIETY BUILDING LOCATED AT 237 EAST MAIN STREET AS A “LOCAL
HISTORIC PROPERTY” AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

DRAFT 2026-14 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, OR HIS
DESIGNEE, TO ENTER INTO AN ACQUISITION ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT WITH
COPEN MACHINE FOR THE PURCHASE AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
200 WEST WILLIAMS STREET PROPERTY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

DRAFT 2026-15 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, OR HIS
DESIGNEE, TO ENTER INTO AN AMENDMENT OF THE DUAL-USE CANNABIS
OPERATING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF KENT AND SLIGHTLY
TOASTED, LLC (DBA BLISS OHIO), TO MODIFY ITS OPERATING HOURS IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE OHIO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE (OAC) AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

DRAFT 2026-16 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF KENT SERVICE
DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR GRANT FUNDS FROM THE OHIO DEPARTMENT

Any person who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication or a modification of policies and procedures to participate in any City
or City Council public meeting or event should contact the Clerk of Council at 330-678-8007. Any request for auxiliary aid or other accommodation
should be made as soon as possible, but no later than forty-eight hours prior to the event.
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OF TRANSPORTATION (ODOT) IN THE AMOUNT OF $800,000, AND TO ACCEPT
THE GRANT, IF AWARDED, WITH CORRESPONDING APPROPRIATION OF
FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

5. STANDING COMMITTEES AND LEGISLATION

5.1 Committee of the Whole - Chair Amrhein/Vice-Chair Clapper
No business

5.2 Community Development Committee — Chair Shaffer Bish/Vice-Chair
Wallach
No business

5.3 Finance Committee — Chair Celko/Vice-Chair Tipton
No business

54 Health & Safety Committee — Chair Hook/Vice-Chair Clapper
No business

5.5 Land Use Committee — Chair Clapper/Vice-Chair Hook

5.5.1 DRAFT 2026-17 A RESOLUTION REJECTING THE APPLICATION OF ERIC
KOLB /KOLB ACRES LLC FOR PLACEMENT OF PROPERTY IN AN
AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT PURSUANT TO OHIO REVISED CODE CHAPTER 929,
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

5.6 Streets, Sidewalks & Utilities Committee - Chair Wallach/Vice-Chair
Tipton
No business

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS

© © N @

MAYOR’S REPORT

10. ADJOURN

Any person who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication or a modification of policies and procedures to participate in any City
or City Council public meeting or event should contact the Clerk of Council at 330-678-8007. Any request for auxiliary aid or other accommodation
should be made as soon as possible, but no later than forty-eight hours prior to the event.



City of Kent

Regular City Council Meeting
319 S. Water Street, Kent, Ohio 44240
January 21, 2026

MINUTES

At 7:00pm, Mayor Jack Amrhein called the Regular City Council meeting to order.

Present: Ms. Melissa Celko; Mr. Jeff Clapper; Mr. Chris Hook; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish; Mr.
Benjamin Tipton; Mr. Robin Turner; Ms. Tracy Wallach; Ms. Sarah Wesley

Also Present: Mr. Jack Amrhein, Mayor and President of Council; Ms. Kathy Coleman, Clerk of
Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, City Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Melanie
Baker, Services Director; Ms. Bridget Susel; Community Development Director;
Eric Helmstedter, Economic Development Director; Dominique Bollenbacher,
Community Outreach Coordinator; Joan Seidel, Health Commissioner; Jamie
Samels, Fire Chief; Jim Bowling, City Engineer

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mr. Turner led Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.
COMMUNICATIONS

Public Comment: None

Written Communication:

= On December 23, 2025 the Clerk’s office received notice that there will not be a
Planning Commission meeting on January 6, 2026, but there will be a meeting
on January 20th. The agenda and staff report were received on January 13,
2026.

= OnlJanuary 2, 2026, the minutes from the December Standing Rock Cemetery
meeting were received, along with the agenda for the January meeting. These
were posted online.

= OnlJanuary 12, 2026, the Clerk’s office received notice that there will be no
Board of Zoning Appeals meeting on January 26" due to a lack of agenda items.

= OnlJanuary 12, 2026, the Clerk’s office received an email from Nichole Marxen,
Property Manager at Kentwood Square Apartments, complimenting the Health
Department on their professional and efficient inspection of the rental
property, and complimenting the City on caring enough about their residents to
Any person who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication or a modification of policies and procedures to participate in any

City or City Council public meeting or event should contact the Clerk of Council at 330-678-8007. Any request for auxiliary aid or other
accommodation should be made as soon as possible, but no later than forty-eight hours prior to the event.



conduct yearly rental property inspections. The email was shared with
Council.

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

MOTION TO APPROVE THE CITY MANAGER’S REPORT was made by Mr. Clapper,
seconded by Mr. Hook, and passed by unanimous voice vote.

WARD 2 COUNCIL APPOINTMENT

Ms. Shaffer Bish made a MOTION TO APPOINT ERIC DREGER TO THE WARD 2
COUNCIL POSITION; the motion was seconded by Mr. Clapper. The motion
passed by voice vote 5-2-0, with Mr. Hook and Ms. Wallach voting no.

Mr. Clapper made a MOTION TO AUTHORIZE INSERTION OF MR. DREGER’S
NAME INTO DRAFT 2026-08; the motion was seconded by Ms. Celko. The
motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

MOTION TO SUSPEND THREE READINGS OF DRAFT 2026-08 was made by Mr.
Clapper, seconded by Ms. Shaffer Bish passed by unanimous roll call vote.
MOTION TO APPROVE DRAFT 2026-08 AN ORDINANCE APPOINTING ERIC
DREGER TO THE POSITION OF WARD 2 COUNCIL PERSON OF THE CITY OF
KENT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was made by Mr. Clapper, seconded
by Ms. Shaffer Bish and passed by unanimous roll call vote.

Mr. Dreger was then sworn in by Mayor Amrhein and joined Council on the dais.

CONSENT AGENDA

Ms. Wallach requested that the December regular minutes and January committee
minutes be removed from the consent agenda.

MOTION TO SUSPEND THREE READINGS OF DRAFTS 2026-01 through 2026-06 and
2026-09 was made by Mr. Hook, seconded by Mr. Clapper, and carried by unanimous roll
call vote, 9-0-0.

MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA as amended was made by Ms. Wallach,
seconded by Ms. Shaffer Bish and carried by unanimous roll call vote, 9-0-0.

Approval of January Special Meeting minutes

DRAFT 2026-01 AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE CITY OF KENT’S
CYBERSECURITY POLICIES AS REQUIRED BY ORC 89.64 AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY.

DRAFT 2026-02 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CIVIL SERVICE
COMMISSION TO CHANGE THE CIVIL SERVICE RULES AND REGULATIONS
SPECIFICALLY RULE 5.08.1 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

DRAFT 2026-03 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, OR HIS
DESIGNEE, TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF KENT AND



PORTAGE COUNTY TO CONTINUE THE STOW/SUMMIT STREET BRIDGE AND
PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AGREEMENT FOR DESIGN SERVICES
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

DRAFT 2026-04 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, OR HIS
DESIGNEE, TO ENTER INTO A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN
THE CITY OF KENT AND KENT CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT TO PERFORM A JOINT
STUDY OF PEDESTRIAN AND BIKE CONNECTIVITY THROUGH THE HIGH
SCHOOL CAMPUS THAT WOULD INCLUDE THE LAKE ROCKWELL TRAIL
EXTENSION PROJECT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

DRAFT 2026-05 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 353.02 “PARKING
REGULATION AUTHORIZATION” OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY
OF KENT TO CHANGE THE PERMISSABLE PARKING CONDITIONS ON EAST
GRANT STREET AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

DRAFT 2026-06 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2025-50 PASSED BY
KENT CITY COUNCIL ON JUNE 18, 2025 TO INCLUDE FOLLOW-UP ITEMS
FROM THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY.

DRAFT 2026-09 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE FINANCE DIRECTOR,
UPON THE ISSUANCE OF A CERTIFICATE OF AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS, TO PAY
CERTAIN PURCHASE ORDERS MADE THAT EXCEED $3000.00; AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Consent agenda passed.

STANDING COMMITTEES AND LEGISLATION

Committee of the Whole — Chair Amrhein

= Board/Commission Appointment

o

MOTION TO APPOINT David Kovacs to the Loan Review Board was made by
Mr. Clapper, seconded by Mr. Hook, and carried by unanimous voice vote.
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE INSERTION OF NAMES INTO DRAFT 2026-07 was
made by Mr. Clapper, seconded by Mr. Hook and carried by unanimous voice
vote.

MOTION TO SUSPEND 3 READINGS OF DRAFT 2026-07 was made by Ms.
Shaffer Bish, seconded by Mr. Clapper and carried by unanimous roll call vote.
MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT 2026-07 AN ORDINANCE APPOINTING DAVID
KOVACS TO THE LOAN REVIEW BOARD AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was
made by Mr. Shaffer Bish, seconded by Mr. Clapper, and carried by unanimous
roll call vote.

Draft 2026-07 passed.



= Approval of December Regular Council Minutes
Motion to approve December Regular meeting minutes was made by Mr.
Clapper and seconded by Mr. Hook. The voice vote was 4-0-5, with Mr. Turner,
Ms. Wallach, Ms. Wesley, Mr. Tipton, and Mr. Dreger abstaining

= Approval of January Committee Meeting Minutes
Motion to approve January Committee Meeting Minutes as amended was made
by Mr. Hook, seconded by Ms. Shaffer Bish and carried by unanimous voice
vote.

Finance Committee — Chair DeLeone/Vice-Chair Celko
No action.

Health & Safety Committee — Chair Amrhein/Vice-Chair Sidoti
No action.

Land Use Committee — Chair Shaffer-Bish/Vice-Chair Hook
No action.

Streets, Sidewalks & Utilities Committee — Chair Sidoti/Vice-Chair Clapper
No action.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Clapper moved to address the issue of Al Data Centers within the Zoning Code in committee.
Ms. Shaffer Bish seconded. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS

Mr. Hook thanked all of the candidates for the Ward 2 Council position and encouraged those not
selected to consider running when Mr. Dreger’s term is up.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Amrhein also thanked the Ward 2 candidates. He wished Mr. Turner a happy birthday and
reminded everyone of Main St. Kent’s 3 annual Snow Day coming up. He also reported that a
kindergarten class from the KSU CSC would be visiting his office on the 29" and he looked
forward to telling them about how the City runs.

ADJOURN
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:22pm.

Kathleen Coleman Jack Amrhein
Clerk of Council Mayor and President of Council






City of Kent

City Council Committee Meeting
319 S. Water St., Kent Ohio 44240

February 4, 2026

MINUTES

CALLTO ORDER
Mayor Jack Amrhein called the Committee meeting to order at 7:00pm.

Present: Ms. Melissa Celko; Mr. Jeff Clapper; Mr. Eric Dreger; Mr. Chris Hook; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish;
Mr. Benjamin Tipton; Mr. Robin Turner; Ms. Sarah Wesley

Also Present: Mr. Jack Amrhein, Mayor and President of Council; Ms. Kathy Coleman, Clerk of Council; Mr.
Dave Ruller, City Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Mr. Jamie Samels, Fire Chief; Joan
Seidel, Health Commissioner; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Dominique Bollenbacher,
Community Outreach Coordinator; Ms. Bridget Susel, Community Development Director;
Ms. Rhonda Hall, Finance Director; Mr. Nick Shearer, Police Chief; Sgt. Jim Fuller, KPD; Ofc.
Matt Brooks, KPD

PUBLIC HEARING - Local Historic Property Designation: 237 E Main Street
No public comment.

PUBLIC HEARING - Placement of Land in Agricultural District Application
PPN 17-046-00-00-019-009
See attached summary.

COMMITTEES

Land Use - Chair Clapper/Vice-Chair Hook

Placement of Land in Agricultural District

Pursuant to the public hearing and subsequent discussion of Eric Kolb/Kolb Acres’ application for
Placement of Farmland in an Agricultural District, Ms. Celko moved to have prepared findings of
facts and conclusions to deny the application pursuant to ORC 929.02. Ms. Shaffer Bish seconded

the motion and it carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Committee of the Whole - Chair Amrhein/Vice-Chair Clapper
Interview for Civil Service Commission — Kai Carpenter

Ms. Carpenter was interviewed for a position on the Civil Service Commission. She related a positive
experience serving on the Charter Review Board and expressed interest in further serving the community.
She was advised that the decision on the appointment would be made a special meeting to be held after the
committee meeting, and she would be notified of the results by email.



Community Development Committee-Chair Shaffer Bish/Vice-Chair Wallach

Local Historic Designation: 237 E. Main St. (Kent Historical Society)

Ms. Susel reported that the City received a request for a local historic designation for the building at
237 East Main St., which is the home of the Kent Historical Society. The Design and Preservation
Committee unanimously recommended this designation. Julia Kenworthy, the executive director of
the society, detailed the home's historical significance, noting its ties to the Kent family and
emphasizing its restored integrity.

MOTION TO APPROVE THE HISTORICAL DESIGNATION was made by Mr. Clapper, seconded by Ms.
Celko, and carried by unanimous voice vote.

Acquisition Assistance Agreement: Copen Machine for 200 W. Williams St. Property

Ms. Susel and Travis Copen spoke to Council regarding the Acquisition Assistance Agreement for
the property at 200 West Williams Street involving Copen Machine. Copen Machine is seeking to
acquire the site after successful remediation of environmental contaminants. This property has a
history of unsuccessful development attempts since 2016 and is zoned industrial, with community
opposition to residential rezoning due to its economic importance. The city council has supported
acquisition assistance in the form of a forgivable loan tied to job creation; Copen Machine has
shown consistent payroll growth and aims to expand operations significantly in the area. The
remediation, overseen by the Ohio EPA, is crucial for safe future use and will involve traffic and
infrastructure modifications. Mr. Copen stated that Copen Machine is committed to community
involvement and transparency throughout this process.

MOTION TO APPROVE THE ACQUISITION ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT was made by Mr. Clapper,
seconded by Ms. Celko, and carried by unanimous voice vote.

Amendment to Dual-Use Cannabis Dispensary Agreement (Hours of Operation)

Ms. Susel and Jamie Dulick, the owner of Bliss Ohio, spoke to Council regarding Bliss’ hours of
operation. Mr. Dulick sought to extend operational hours to align with other local dispensaries, as
there have been minimal public concerns or police incidents related to the business. He reported a
commitment to a zero-tolerance policy for disruptive behavior, aiming to maintain a safe
environment. The proposal includes extending hours on Sundays and slightly adjusting weekday
closing times, which the owner plans to formalize with state approval following council affirmation.

MOTION TO APPROVE THE AMENDMENT TO THE DUAL-USE CANNABIS DISPENSARY AGREEMENT
was made by Mr. Hook, seconded by Ms. Celko and carried by unanimous voice vote.

Finance Committee — Chair Celko/Vice-Chair Tipton

Proposed 2026 Budget Appropriations Amendment #1

Ms. Susel presented the first budget appropriation amendment of 2026 to Council.

MOTION TO APPROVE THE BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS AMENDMENT was made by Mr. Clapper,
seconded by Ms. Shaffer Bish, and carried by unanimous voice vote.



Health and Public Safety — Chair Hook/Vice-Chair Clapper
No report.

Streets, Sidewalks, and Utilities Committee-Chair Wallach/Vice-Chair Tipton

North Mantua Street Grant Application

Mr. Bowling sought Council’s approval to submit a request for $800,000 to ODOT's Safe Routes to
School program for the North Mantua Street project, scheduled to commence in 2027. There is no
required city match for this grant, but the city must cover the remaining construction costs.

MOTION TO APPROVE THE NORTH MANTUA STREET GRANT APPLICATION was made by Ms. Celko,
seconded by Mr. Clapper, and carried by unanimous voice vote.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Clapper moved, and Ms. Wesley seconded, to go into executive session to consider the
appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a
public employee or official.

RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION AND ADJOURN

Council returned from executive session at 9:17pm. There being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned.

City of Kent Clerk of Council

NOTE: This meeting was immediately followed by a Special Council meeting, a copy of the minutes
for which are included after the Public Hearing Summary.



CITY OF KENT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY
February 4, 2026
Kolb Acres-Agricultural District Application

This public hearing took place prior to the February 4, 2026 Kent City Council Committee meeting. Present
during the hearing were Mayor and Council President Jack Amrhein; Council Members Celko, Clapper,
Dreger, Hook, Shaffer Bish, Tipton, Turner, and Wesley; and Council Clerk Coleman. Also present were Law
Director Jones; City Manager Ruller; KPD Chief Shearer, Sgt. Fuller and Ofc. Brooks; Community
Development Director Susel; Health Commissioner Seidel; City Engineer Bowling; Finance Director Hall;
Fire Chief Samels; Community Outreach Coordinator Bollenbacher.

Attorney Benjamin Chojnacki represented the City. Mr. Kolb was not in attendance. The following
individuals were sworn in by Law Director Hope Jones:

¢ Chief Nick Shearer, Kent Police Department
e Sgt. Jim Fuller, Kent Police Department
¢ Ofc. Matt Brooks, Kent Police Department

¢ Bridget Susel, Community Development Director
¢ Darrin Hartman, Forest Lakes resident, Kent, Ohio (Mr. Hartman also submitted a notarized copy
of his comments to Council)

* Roger Miles, Forest Lakes resident, Kent, Ohio

Following is a summary of the hearing; the video recording of the hearing can be accessed at City of Kent
Council Committee Meeting February 4 2026.

Summary of Public Hearing on Agricultural District Application —
City of Kent

The City of Kent held a public hearing pursuant to Chapter 929 of the Ohio Revised Code regarding an
application submitted by Eric Kolb (Kolb Acres LLC) to designate a parcel of land (Permanent Parcel Number
17-046-000-19-00009) within the city as part of an agricultural district. The hearing aimed to comply with the
statutory 30-day requirement for public hearings on such applications.

Legal and Procedural Context

e Statutory Requirement: The Ohio Revised Code mandates a public hearing within 30 days of
application receipt with no extensions allowed. Failure to hold a hearing within this
timeframe results in automatic approval.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddaO-fI50qU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddaO-fI50qU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddaO-fI50qU

e Applicant’s Burden of Proof: The applicant must demonstrate that:

o The land was devoted exclusively to agricultural production for the three calendar years
prior to application.

o Agricultural production includes activities such as commercial aquaculture, animal
husbandry, poultry husbandry, and farming.

o Alternatively, the land must qualify under a federal land or conservation program.
o The land must also meet at least one of two conditions:
o Totalacreage of 10 or more acres.

o Average yearly gross income of at least $2,500 from agricultural activities over three
years.

e Council’s Options: Approve, approve with modifications, or reject the application. Rejection
requires demonstration that approval would cause substantial adverse effects on municipal
services, land use, growth, or public health/safety/welfare.

¢ Modification Considerations: Council must make “every effort” to modify the application by
adjusting timeframes, acreage, or waiving certain legal protections associated with
agricultural district status.

Property and Application Background

The property was rezoned in December 2023 from medium density residential (R2) to open space
recreational zoning, which allows agricultural use.

The applicant purchased the property in 2022 and applied for agricultural district designation in
January 2026.

The land contains approximately 42 acres, including a pond of about 6 acres.

Mr. Cobb claims farming hay on 34 acres, producing approximately 500 bales annually for the past
three years.

Testimony and Evidence Presented Law Enforcement
Testimony

* Noise Complaints:

o Since 2024, multiple noise complaints have been reported related to a diesel pump
operating on the property.



o The pump is used to drain water from the wet/mucky land to allow excavation and
equipment use.

o Police issued four summons for unlawful noise between 2024 and December 2025.

o Noise violations occurred primarily during nighttime hours, violating the city’s noise
ordinance.

*  Observations:

o Photos and videos showed excavation activity and the noise-generating pump.

o Officers confirmed the noise was audible beyond the property line and disturbed
nearby residents.

» Conclusion: Noise issues stem from excavation and water management, not agricultural
activities as defined by the state.

Resident Testimony (Forest Lakes Neighborhood)

* Residents reported:

o Continuous heavy equipment noise and 24/7 pump operation for about two years.

o Diesel exhaust odors affecting air quality and discouraging outdoor activities.

o Excavation activities aimed at substantially expanding the existing pond into a
recreational lake (>5 acres).

o Recreational use of the pond, including water skiing and boating, inconsistent with
agricultural production.

o Residents emphasized that they value legitimate agriculture but believe current
activities are incompatible with normal agricultural practice and negatively impact their
quality of life.

o They expressed concerns over long-term neighborhood impacts and loss of property
rights due to the proposed designation.

City Staff Testimony
» The city confirmed:

o Thefloodplain permit for excavation was issued but has expired; reapplication is
required.

o No observed agricultural use consistent with claims on the property.

o The property includes muck soil, historically a celery farm, but no current farming
activities were observed.



o The rezoning to open space recreational zoning in late 2023 allowed agricultural uses.

o The applicant’s claim of three years of farming is questionable since two of those years
predated zoning allowing farming.

o Auditor’s office documentation supporting the application was submitted late and
lacked clear evidence of agricultural use orincome.

Key Issues and Considerations Issue Summary

No clear evidence of exclusive agricultural use for agricultural use evidence three years; farming
claims questionable.

Repeated noise ordinance violations linked to noise and nuisance excavation/pumping, not farming
activities.

Significant negative impacts from noise, diesel Impact on Neighbors exhaust, and disruption of
residential life.

Property rezoned to open space recreational; Zoning and Permitting floodplain permit for excavation
issued and expired.

Legal Protections of Agricultural District would shield applicant from nuisance claims, limiting
neighbors’ rights to complain.

Applicant absent; no direct responses to questions or clarifications provided.

Council Discussion and Qutcome

Council members expressed concerns about the absence of agricultural production evidence.

The application’s factual accuracy, especially regarding farming acreage and duration, was
questioned.

The noise and disruption issues raised by residents were highlighted as inconsistent with agricultural
district protections.

Council noted the applicant did not meet the evidentiary burden necessary for approval.

The council acknowledged the obligation to consider modifications but found insufficient
information to do so.

The consensus was to deny the application based on lack of evidence and adverse community
impacts.



Final Motion and Vote

* Motion: Deny Eric Kolb’s application for agricultural district placement pursuant to Ohio Revised
Code 929.02.

* Vote: Unanimous approval to deny the application.

Key Insights and Conclusions

« The application failed to demonstrate the statutory requirements of exclusive agricultural use for the
required period.

* Noise and nuisance complaints related to excavation activities outweighed any agricultural claims.

» The agricultural district designation would have limited residents’ ability to seek remedies for ongoing
disturbances.

e The city fulfilled its obligation to hold a timely public hearing and carefully weighed evidence before
denying the application.

e Council encouraged the applicant to resubmit with clearer evidence if genuine agricultural use is
established.

This hearing reflects the city’s commitment to balancing agricultural preservation with residential welfare
and ensuring statutory compliance in land use decisions.
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CITY OF KENT

Special City Council Meeting
319 S. Water Street, Kent, Ohio 44240

February 4, 2026

MINUTES

At 9:18pm, Mayor Jack Amrhein called the Special City Council meeting to order.

Present: Ms. Melissa Celko; Mr. Jeff Clapper; Mr. Chris Hook; Mr. Eric Dreger; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish;
Mr. Benjamin Tipton; Mr. Robin Turner; Ms. Sarah Wesley

Also Present: Mr. Jack Amrhein, Mayor and President of Council; Ms. Kathy Coleman, Clerk of Council

MOTION TO EXCUSE MS. WALLACH was made by Mr. Clapper, seconded by Mr. Hook and carried by
unanimous voice vote.

VOTING ON BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPOINTMENT - CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

e MOTION TO APPOINT KAI CARPENTER TO THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION was made by Mr.
Clapper, seconded by Ms. Shaffer Bish, and carried by unanimous voice vote.

e MOTION TO AUTHORIZE INSERTION OF NAME INTO DRAFT 2026-10 was made by Ms. Celko,
seconded by Mr. Clapper, and carried by unanimous voice vote.

e MOTION TO SUSPEND THREE READINGS OF DRAFT 2026-10 was made by Mr. Clapper, seconded by
Mr. Hook, and carried by unanimous roll call vote.

e MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT 2026-10 A RESOULTUION APPOINTING KAI CARPENTER TO THE CIVIL
SERVICE COMMISSION AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was made by Ms. Shaffer Bish,
seconded by Mr. Clapper, and carried by unanimous roll call vote.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:20pm.

Kathleen Coleman Jack Amrhein
Clerk of Council Mayor and President of Council






ORDINANCE NO. 2026 - 11

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE FINANCE DIRECTOR, UPON THE ISSUANCE OF A
CERTIFICATE OF AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS, TO PAY CERTAIN PURCHASE ORDERS MADE THAT
EXCEED $3000.00; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, the Finance Director is required by ORC 5705.41(D) to certify the availability of funds to pay
for goods or services upon all contracts and purchase orders; and,

WHEREAS, if the Certification of the Finance Director is not attached to the contract or purchase order
over Three Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($3,000.00) Council must pass an ordinance allowing for a
warrant for payment to be issued upon the Finance Director’s certification that at the time of making the
contract or order and at the time of the certification there was sufficient funds necessary for the payment of
such contract and orders; and,

WHEREAS, the Finance Director has indicated that such a certification described above can be executed.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio:

SECTION 1. That the Finance Director is authorized to make such warrants as are necessary to pay the
due and owing amounts detailed in Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and made and integral part hereof.

SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and
relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council and that all
deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formation action, were in
meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised
Code.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the residents of this City, for
which reason and other reason manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an
emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediate after passage.

PASSED:
Date Jack Amrhein
Mayor and President of Council
EFFECTIVE:
Date
ATTEST:

Kathleen Coleman
Clerk of Council

I, KATHLEEN COLEMAN, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND

IN WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS

OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No.
, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON , 20

(SEAL)

KATHLEEN COLEMAN
ICLERK OF COUNCIL
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026 - 12

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2025-111, THE CURRENT APPROPRIATION
ORDINANCE, PASSED DECEMBER 17, 2025, SO AS TO ADJUST APPROPRIATIONS,
TRANSFERS AND ADVANCES FROM THE VARIOUS FUNDS OF THE CITY OF KENT TO
INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTS FOR THE CURRENT EXPENSES OF THE CITY FOR THE FISCAL
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2026; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend current appropriations, transfers and advances for the
expenses and other expenditures for the City of Kent, Ohio, for the fiscal year ending December
31, 2026.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio:

SECTION 1. That the current appropriations Ordinance No. 2025-111 passed December 17,
2025, be amended as set forth in Exhibit "A", attached hereto and incorporated herein, so as to
increase appropriations in Fund 001, General; Fund 102, Street Construction, Maintenance and
Repair (SCMR); Fund 106, Parks & Recreation; Fund 110, Health Department; Fund 126, CDBG;
Fund 128 Fire & EMS; Fund 201, Water; Fund 202, Sewer; Fund 204, Utility Billing; Fund 205,
Solid Wast; Fund 208, Storm Water; and Fund 301, Capital Improvements; and Declaring an
Emergency.

SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such
formation action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the residents of
this City, for which reason and other reason manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediate after
passage.

PASSED:
Date Jack Armhein
Mayor and President of Council
EFFECTIVE:
Date
ATTEST:

Kathleen Coleman
Clerk of Council

I, KATHLEEN COLEMAN, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND
IN WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No.
, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON , 20

(SEAL)

KATHLEEN COLEMAN
CLERK OF COUNCIL



2/5/2026

- Department/Division

General Fund (001)

City Council
Mayor
Community Support
City Manager
Community Engagement
Information Technology
Urban Renewal
Human Resources
Law
Budget & Finance
Community Development
Economic Development
Public Parking
Main Street Program
Service Administration
Shade Tree
Sustainability
Building
Land banking
Engineering
Miscellaneous & Sundry
Contingency

Fund Total

West Side Fire (101)

Fire
Fund Total

Street Construction Maintenance & Repair (102)

Service
Contingency
Fund Total

State Highway (103)

Service
Fund Total

Recreation (106)

Parks & Recreation
Fund Total

Food Service (107)

Health
Fund Total

Health Department (110)

Administration
Workforce Grant
Other Grants

Fund Total

Page 1
Exhibit A
2026 ORIGINAL APPROPRIATIONS
Other than Fund &
Personnel & Personnel Reserve/ Department
Benefits & Benefits Capital Debt Service Contingency Total
241,770 [$  138980] $ - $ - $ - 380,750
13,755 12,000 25,755
122,000 122,000
421,255 103,355 524,610
124,250 44,100 168,350
325,930 | 685,210 1,011,140
35,500 220,000 255,500
146,100 35,985 182,085
402,220 147,145 549,365
543,410 201,875 745,285
829,550 356,455 1,186,005
151,325 43,275 194,600
90,600 90,600
75,600 75,600
179,510 567,485
168,675 20,000 188,675
115,280 3,400 118,680
464,550 564,450
5,000 5,000
338,150 460,950
542,100 542,100
100,000 100,000
4,297,055 3,421,930 240,000 - 100,000 8,058,985
179,850 38,800 218,650
179,850 38,800 - - - 218,650
1,604,380 2,984,300
25,000 25,000
1,604,380 1,379,920 - - 25,000 3,009,300
125,000 125,000
- 125,000 - - - 125,000
1,626,145 | 625,610 | 120,100 2,371,855
1,626,145 625,610 120,100 - - 2,371,855
105,145 26,740 131,885
105,145 26,740 - - - 131,885
590,030 786,710
97,945 3,250 101,195
0 115,055 115,055
687,975 314,985 - - - 1,002,960




2/5/2026

Fund - Department/Division

Income Tax (116)
Budget/Finance/IncTaxAdmin

Managed Reserve
Fund Total

Revolving Housing (120)
Health

Fund Total

State & Local Forfeits (121)
Police

Fund Total

Drug Law Enforcement (122)
Police

Fund Total

Enforcement & Education (123)
Police

Fund Total

Income Tax Safety (124)
Police

Fund Total

Law Enforcement Trust (125)
Police

Fund Total

Community Development Block Grant (126)

Community Development
Fund Total

Fire & E.M.S. (128)
Fire
Fund Total

Wireless 911 (129)
Safety
Fund Total

Swimming Pool Inspections (130)
Health

Fund Total

Police Pension (132)
Police

Fund Total

Fire Pension (133)
Fire
Fund Total

Page 2
2026 ORIGINAL APPROPRIATIONS
Other than Fund &
Personnel & Personnel Reserve/ Department
Benefits & Benefits Capital Debt Service Contingency Total
152,820 687,400 840,220
25,540 25,540
152,820 687,400 - 25,540 - 865,760
140,610 23,670 164,280
140,610 23,670 - - - 164,280
20,000 20,000
- 20,000 - - - 20,000
11,000 11,000
- 11,000 - - - 11,000
9,492,915 955,420 10,448,335
9,492,915 955,420 - - - 10,448,335
I 155,155 I 159,857 315,012
- 155,155 159,857 - - 315,012
| 6,480,890 | | 960,025 | | 3,258,600 | 10,699,515
6,480,890 960,025 3,258,600 - - 10,699,515
8,410 500 8,910
8,410 500 - - - 8,910
180,000 180,000
180,000 - - - - 180,000
180,000 180,000
180,000 - - - - 180,000




2/5/2026

Fund - Department/Division

UDAG / EDA-RLF (134)
City Manager/C.D.
Fund Total

CHIP Grant (136)
City Manager/C.D.
Fund Total

Local American Rescue Plan Act (138)

ARPA
Fund Total

Water (201)

Service
Service (Capital Facilities)
Admin. Support
Budget & Finance (Debt)
Contingency

Fund Total

Sewer (202)

Service
Service (Capital Facilities)
Admin. Support
Budget & Finance (Debt)
Contingency

Fund Total

Utility Billing (204)
Budget & Finance

Fund Total

Solid Waste (205)
Admin Support

Service
Fund Total

Storm Water Utility (208)
Service
Service (Capital Facilities)
Admin. Support
Budget & Finance (Debt)
Fund Total

2026 ORIGINAL APPROPRIATIONS

Page 3

Other than Fund &
Personnel & Personnel Reserve/ Department
Benefits & Bengefits Capital Debt Service Contingency Total
70,000 70,000
- 70,000 - - - 70,000
160,000 160,000
- 160,000 - - - 160,000
0
- - - - - 0
2,216,890 | 1,454,530 | 934,955 4,606,375
523,050 523,050
544,240 I 198,955 I 40,500 783,695
41,799 41,799
50,000 50,000
2,761,130 1,653,485 1,498,505 41,799 50,000 6,004,919
1,970,665 | 1,069,750 | 10,730,250 13,770,665
3,435,760 3,435,760
459,540 I 168,155 I 39,950 667,645
98,930 98,930
50,000 50,000
2,430,205 1,237,905 14,205,960 98,930 50,000 18,023,000
I 149,440 I 149,440
- 149,440 - - - 149,440
50,110 176,910 227,020
I 442,880 I 40,500 483,380
492,990 217,410 - - - 710,400
462,880 65,850 74,250 602,980
I 750,000 I 750,000
378,420 I 88,670 I 1,650 468,740
13,347 13,347
841,300 154,520 825,900 13,347 - 1,835,067




2/5/2026

Fund - Department/Division

Guaranteed Deposits (230)
Budget & Finance
Fund Total

Capital Projects (301)
Safety
Service
Service (Capital Facilities)
Administrative
Parks & Recreation
Budget & Finance (Debt)
New City Hall (Debt)
Contingency

Fund Total

Municipal Public Improvement Tax

Increment Equivalent (302)
Service (Capital Facilities)
Budget & Finance (Debt)

Fund Total

Police Facility (303)
Safety (Capital Facilities)
Budget & Finance (Debt)
Fund Total

Internal Service (807)
Health Insurance
Fund Total

Total Appropriations

Original Appropriations
Amendment #1
Amendment #2
Amendment #3
Amendment #4
Amendment #5
Amendment #6
Amendment #7
Amendment #8

Page 4
2026 ORIGINAL APPROPRIATIONS
Other than Fund &
Personnel & Personnel Reserve/ Department
Benefits & Bengefits Capital Debt Service Contingency Total
1,000 1,000
- 1,000 - - - 1,000
216,000 216,000
890,750 890,750
25,218,356 25,218,356
338,150 502,900 841,050
10,000 10,000
63,265 63,265
456,920 456,920
25,000 25,000
338,150 - 26,838,006 520,185 25,000 27,721,341
414,025 414,025
- - - 414,025 - 414,025
66,000 66,000
1,029,150 1,029,150
- 66,000 - 1,029,150 - 1,095,150
4,553,410 4,553,410
- 4,553,410 - - - 4,553,410
$ 31,999,970 $ 17,009,325 $ 47,146,928 $ 2,142,976 $ 250,000 $ 98,549,199
$ 31,410,370 $ 16,554,240 $ 20,605,557 $ 2,142,976 $ 250,000 $ 70,963,143
589,600 455,085 26,541,371 - - 27,586,056
$ 31,999,970 $ 17,009,325 $ 47,146,928 $ 2,142,976 $ 250,000 $ 98,549,199




2/5/2026

Page 5

2026 ORIGINAL APPROPRIATIONS - SCHEDULE OF OPERATING TRANSFERSAND TEMPORARY ADVANCES

Paying Fund
Operating Transfers

Fund 116 - Income Tax
Fund 116 - Income Tax
Fund 116 - Income Tax
Fund 116 - Income Tax
Fund 116 - Income Tax
Fund 116 - Income Tax
Tota Fund 116 Income Tax

Fund 201 - Water
Fund 202 - Sewer
Fund 001 - Generd
Fund 001 - General
Fund 001 - Generd
Subtotal - Total Operating Transfers

Grand Total - All Transfers

Original

$ 4,336,500
800,000
4,654,138
4,654,138
4,034,138
2,327,070

Request

Change

20,805,984

59,720
59,720
700,000
5,700,000
4,400,000

$

74,720
74,720

15,000
15,000

10,919,440

149,440

30,000

$ 31,725,424

$

149,440

30,000

Receiving Fund

Fund 001 - General

Fund 102 - St Const Maint & Repair
Fund 124 - Income Tax Safety

Fund 128 - Fire & E.M.S.

Fund 301 - Capital Projects

Fund 303 - Palice Facility

Fund 204 - Utility Billing
Fund 204 - Utility Billing
Fund 110 - Health

Fund 124 - Income Tax Safety
Fund 128 - Fire & EMS



ORDINANCE NO. 2026 -13

AN ORDINANCE AFFIRMING THE KENT DESIGN & PRESERVATION COMMITTEE'S
DESIGNATION OF THE KENT HISTORICAL SOCIETY BUILDING LOCATED AT 237 EAST
MAIN STREET AS A “LOCAL HISTORIC PROPERTY” AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, the Kent Historical Society building located at 237 East Main Street is requesting to
be designated as a “Local Historic Property”; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 1393, the Committee on Design & Preservation held a meeting
on January 21, 2026 and the members voted unanimously to recommend the Kent Historical
Society building be designated as a “Local Historic Property.”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio:

SECTION 1. That Kent City Council does hereby affirm the Design and Preservation
Committee’s designation of the Kent Historical Society building as a “Local Historic Property.”

SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents of
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this Ordinance is hereby
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after
passage.

PASSED:
Date Jack Armhein
Mayor and President of Council
EFFECTIVE:
Date
ATTEST:

Kathleen Coleman
Clerk of Council

I, KATHLEEN COLEMAN, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND
IN WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE NO.
, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON , 20

(SEAL)

KATHLEEN COLEMAN
CLERK OF COUNCIL



ORDINANCE NO. 2026 - 14

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO ENTER INTO
AN ACQUISITION ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT WITH COPEN MACHINE FOR THE
PURCHASE AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF 200 WEST WILLIAMS STREET PROPERTY
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, the property located at 200 West Williams Street is formerly known as the Davey Dirill
and has been used for industrial purposes for decades and currently has known environmental
concerns that exceed current safety standards; and

WHEREAS, the Portage County Land Bank has secured a Brownfield Remediation grant from
the Ohio Department of Development to address the environment issues; and

WHEREAS, Copen Machine has entered into an agreement with Hometown Bank to acquire the
property from its current owner, an operating LLC, HTB 200 W. Williams LLC; and

WHEREAS, the City and Copen would like to enter into an agreement whereby the City provides
acquisition assistance from the City’s Revolving Loan Fund to Copen Machine for its future
expansion of the property; and

WHEREAS, Copen will agree to create a minimum of 25 full-time jobs, maintain a minimum of 20
public parking spaces in the area of Summit Street, and preserve the historical aspects of the
existing buildings..

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio,

SECTION 1. That Council does hereby authorize the City Manager, or his designee, to enter
into an acquisition assistance agreement with Copen Machine for the purchase and future
development of 200 West Williams Street as detailed and fully set forth in Exhibit “A”, attached
hereto and incorporated herein.

SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents of
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council, this Ordinance is hereby
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after
passage.

PASSED:

Date Jack Amrhein
Mayor and President of Council

EFFECTIVE:

Date



ATTEST:

Kathleen Coleman
Clerk of Council

I, KATHLEEN COLEMAN, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND
IN WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS
OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No.
, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON , 20

(SEAL)

KATHLEEN COLEMAN
CLERK OF COUNCIL



ACQUISITION ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT made on the day of 2026 and entered into by and

between the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio, with its main offices located at 319 South Water Street,
Kent, Ohio 44240 (hereinafter referred to as the “City”), and Copen Machine, with its main offices located
at 501 Dodge Street, Kent, Ohio (hereinafter referred to as “Copen Machine”).

WHEREAS, the City of Kent encourages the redevelopment of vacant and underutilized real
property for industrial uses as part of the City’s economic development strategy to increase investment in
the community and support job creation and retention; and

WHEREAS, Copen Machine is desirous of acquiring and making improvements to the vacant and
underutilized property located at 200 West Williams Street, Kent, in order to expand and grow its current
operations; and

WHEREAS, the City of Kent is desirous of supporting Copen Machine in this
endeavor to grow its business and convert a vacant and underutilized property into a

productive industrial use in support of the City’s economic development strategy Ohio

Revised Code; and

WHEREAS, Copen Machine has submitted the necessary documentation to Hometown Bank to
purchase HTB 200 W. Williams, LLC, the controlling entity for the 200 West Williams Street, Kent, property
and Hometown Bank has agreed to sell HTB 200 W. Willams to Copen Machine; and

WHEREAS, the City of Kent is desirous of supporting Copen Machine in acquiring HTB 200 W.
Williams, LLC, because it will result in the improvement and redevelopment of a long vacant and

underutilized property and create new jobs and support the retention of existing jobs;

NOw THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants hereinafter contained
and the benefit to be derived by the parties from the execution hereof, the parties herein

agree as follows:

SECTION 1. ACQUISITION OF CONTROLLING ENTITY

Copen Machine plans to acquire HTB 200 W. Williams, LLC and all of its holdings including the

real property, existing structures and appurtenances known collectively as the former “Davey Drill” site.
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The real property is comprised of Permanent Parcels 17-012-10-00-081-022, 17-012-10-00-081-020, and 17-

012-10-11-072-002.

The closing date for acquisition is expected to occur on or before March 31, 2026.

SECTION 2. ACQUISITION ASSISTANCE PROVIDED

The City shall provide four hundred fifty thousand dollars and no cents ($450,000.00) to Copen
Machine to assist the company with acquiring HTB 200 W. Williams, LLC. The City will pay the entire

amount in full on or before the expected closing date of February 28, 2026.

SECTION 3. EMPLOYMENT AND PUBLIC PARKING

Copen Machine through its acceptance of the acquisition assistance specified in SECTION 2

commits to the following:

1. Creating __ new full-time permanent jobs. Each new full-time permanent job
has a benefit value of ten thousand dollars and no cents ($10,000.00);

2. Providing a minimum of twenty (20) public parking spaces in the area south of
Summit Street currently utilized for public parking. Each provided public parking
space has a benefit value of ten thousand dollars and no cents ($10,000.00);

3. Retaining existing full-time permanent jobs.

Copen Machine’s total commitment to new full-time permanent jobs and providing public parking
spaces can be a combination of jobs and parking spaces, but the minimum of twenty(20) parking spaces is
required.

Based on the level of acquisition assistance provided by the City, the combined minimum of full-time
permanent jobs and public parking spaces provided is a total of forty-five (45).

Copen Machine agrees that all jobs attributed to this project will pay earnings tax to the City at the
rate in effect throughout the life of this agreement beginning with the 2.25% rate in effect as of the date of
this agreement.

Copen Machine shall endeavor to give preference to the residents of the City of Kent and Portage

County when hiring new employees under the agreement.

SECTION 4. PERIOD FOR EMPLOYMENT AND PUBLIC PARKING
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Copen Machine shall have ten (10) years from the date of this Agreement to create the number of
full-time permanent jobs specified in Section 3.

Copen Machine shall have ten (10) years from the date of this Agreement to retain the number of full-
time permanent jobs specified in Section 3.

Copen Machine shall have twenty-four (24) months to work with the City on the establishment of a
minimum of twenty (20) public parking spaces as specified in Section 3. These twenty (20) public parking
spaces must be made available for a minimum of fifteen (15) years from the date of this Agreement.

Copen Machine is committed to optimizing dual-use spaces on the site that meet the needs of the
company and benefits the needs of the City by providing public parking in the area. Finalization of the
total number of available public parking spaces and the exact location for public parking is contingent upon
the completion of the environmental remediation on the site and the specifications, including but not
limited to possible land restriction covenant(s), the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) may
require as part of the final No Further Action (NFA)/Covenant Not to Sue (CNS), once remediation is

complete.

SECTION 5. COOPERATION AND COMPLIANCE BY COPEN MACHINE

This agreement shall be monitored annually by the City and Copen Machine agrees to provide
any information reasonably required to evaluate compliance with the terms of this agreement, including
but not limited to an accounting of full-time permanent jobs retained and created; annual payroll generated
by full-time permanent jobs retained and created; and number of public parking spaces made available.

By signing this agreement, Copen Machine is indicating, to the best of its knowledge, its
compliance with all applicable local, state, and federal laws related to its industry and the work
it conducts, or the active pursuit of compliance with any pending violations, documentation of
which is attached to this agreement, if applicable. Copen Machine agrees to remain substantially
in compliance with these laws throughout the term of this agreement.

Copen Machine shall, during the term of this agreement and thereafter, continue to pay
the taxes due on the existing real estate tax billing for the parcels specified in SECTION 1 of this

agreement.
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Copen Machine hereby certifies, to the best of its knowledge, that at the time this
agreement is executed, Copen Machine does not owe any delinquent real property taxes to any
taxing authority of the State of Ohio and does not owe delinquent taxes for which Copen Machine

is liable.

SECTION 6. CLAW BACK PROVISION

If Copen Machine materially fails to fulfill its obligations under this agreement, the City
may pursue all legal remedies available to secure partial or full reimbursement of the acquisition

assistance provided.
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SECTION 7. NOTICES

Any notice or consent required to be given by or on behalf of any party to the other shall be
deemed given when mailed by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed
to the appropriate party at the address herein specified below, or at such other address as any

party may specify, from time to time, by notice to the other in the manner herein set forth.

To Copen Machine: To the City of Kent:
Travis Copen Dave Ruller
President City Manager
Copen Machine. City of Kent

501 Dodge Street 319 S. Water Street
Kent, OH 44240 Kent, OH 44240

SECTION 8. ASSIGNMENT AND TRANSFER

This agreement is not transferable or assignable without the express written approval of
the Kent City Council.

SECTION 9. FALSIFICATION

Copen Machine affirmatively covenants, to the best of its knowledge, that they have
made no false statements to the City in the process of obtaining approval for acquisition

assistance.

[THIS SPACE HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.]
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City of Kent, by its City Manager David Ruller and pursuant

to Ordinance No. 2026- , has caused this instrument to be executed this day of

,2026; Copen Machine by Travis Copen its President has caused this instrument

to be executed this day of 2026.

CITY OF KENT

By

Dave Ruller, City Manager

COPEN MACHINE

By
Trais Copen, President

Approved as to Form:

Hope Jones, City of Kent Law Director
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026 - 15

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER, OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO ENTER INTO
AN AMENDMENT OF THE DUAL-USE CANNABIS OPERATING AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE CITY OF KENT AND SLIGHTLY TOASTED, LLC (DBA BLISS OHIO), TO MODIFY ITS
OPERATING HOURS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OHIO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE (OAC)
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, the City of Kent has entered into a Dual-Use Operating Agreement between the City
and Slightly Toasted, LLC (dba Bliss Ohio) so that Slightly Toasted, LLC can operate as a medical
marijuana dispensary and to operate as an adult use cannabis dispensary; and

WHEREAS, Slighted Toasted, LLC (dba Bliss Ohio) would like to submit a request to the Division
of Cannabis Control to modify its operating hours in accordance with the Ohio Administrative
Code; and

WHEREAS, Slightly Toasted LLC (dba Bliss Ohio) would like to report to the Division of Cannabis
Control that the City of Kent does not oppose the modified hours.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio,

SECTION 1. That Council does hereby authorize the City Manager, or his designee, to enter
into an amendment of a Dual-Use Operating Agreement between the City of Kent and Slightly
Toasted, LLC (dba Bliss Ohio) to modify its hours of operation to the following (if the Division of
Cannabis Control allows):

Sunday 9amto 7 pm
M-Sat 9 amto 9 pm

SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents of
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council, this Ordinance is hereby
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after
passage.

PASSED:

Date Jack Amrhein
Mayor and President of Council

EFFECTIVE:

Date



ATTEST:

Kathleen Coleman
Clerk of Council

I, KATHLEEN COLEMAN, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND

IN WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS

OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE No.
, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON , 20

(SEAL)

KATHLEEN COLEMAN
CLERK OF COUNCIL



ORDINANCE NO. 2026 - 16

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF KENT SERVICE DEPARTMENT TO APPLY
FOR GRANT FUNDS FROM THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (ODOT) IN
THE AMOUNT OF $800,000, AND TO ACCEPT THE GRANT, IF AWARDED, WITH
CORRESPONDING APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, the City of Kent Service Department would like to apply for a Safe Routes to School
(SRST) grant from the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) to be used for the North
Mantua Street Project. If awarded, the grant would be worth $800,000; and

WHEREAS, the City wishes to apply for and accept said grant.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio:

SECTION 1. That Kent City Council approves submission of the application for the Safe Routes
to School (SRST) grant funds through the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT), execution
of the subsequent agreements, and authorizes that the Administration provide all information,
funds, and documentation required in said applications for submission.

SECTION 2. That Kent City Council hereby approves the City’'s acceptance of the grants, if
awarded to the City, with corresponding appropriations for its use.

SECTION 3. That the Kent City Council hereby understands and agrees that participation in the
program will require compliance with program guidelines and assurances.

SECTION 4. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 5. That this ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents of
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this ordinance is hereby
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force immediately after
passage.

PASSED:

Date Jack Amrhein
Mayor and President of Council

EFFECTIVE:

Date



ATTEST:

Kathleen Coleman
Clerk of Council

I, KATHLEEN COLEMAN, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND

IN WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS

OF THE STATE OF OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF ORDINANCE NO.
, ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT ON , 20

(SEAL)

KATHLEEN COLEMAN
CLERK OF COUNCIL



RESOLUTION NO. 2026 -17

A RESOLUTION REJECTING THE APPLICATION OF ERIC KOLB AND KOLB ACRES LLC FOR
PLACEMENT OF PROPERTY IN AN AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT PURSUANT TO OHIO REVISED
CODE CHAPTER 929, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, Eric Kolb on behalf of Kolb Acres LLC submitted an application requesting the
placement of certain property, identified as 100 Johnson Road, Permanent Parcel Number
17-046-00-00-019-009 (the “Property”), in an agricultural district pursuant to the provisions
of Chapter 929 of the Ohio Revised Code; and

WHEREAS, the Council provided proper notice and an opportunity for public hearing on the
application as required by law; and

WHEREAS, the Council has reviewed the application, supporting materials, staff reports
and testimony, testimony from Kent residents, and all other evidence presented during the
public hearing on the application held February 4, 2026; and

WHEREAS, after due deliberation and consideration of the evidence, the Council finds that
the application does not meet the criteria for approval as set forth in Chapter 929 of the Ohio
Revised Code.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County,
Ohio:

SECTION 1. That this Council hereby adopts the Findings of Fact and Conclusion of Law
attached to this resolution as Exhibit A and hereby rejects the application of Eric Kolb and
Kolb Acres LLC for placement of the Property in an agricultural district.

SECTION 2. That the Clerk of Councilis directed to provide written notice of this decision to
Eric Kolb and Kolb Acres LLC and to the Portage County Auditor’s Office in accordance with
the requirements of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 3. Thatitis found and determined that all formal actions of this Councilconcerning
and relating to the adoption of this Resolution in an open meeting of this Council and that all
deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal
action, were in meeting open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 4. That this Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the
residents of this City, for which reason and other reasons manifest to this Council this
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Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in
force immediately after passage.

PASSED:
Date Jack E. Amrhein
Mayor and President of Council
EFFECTIVE:
Date
ATTEST:

Kathleen Coleman
Clerk of Council

I, KATHLEEN COLEMAN, CLERK OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KENT, COUNTY OF
PORTAGE, AND STATE OF OHIO, AND IN WHOSE CUSTODY THE ORIGINAL FILES AND
RECORDS OF SAID COUNCIL ARE REQUIRED TO BE KEPT BY THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF
OHIO, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF
RESOLUTION NO. ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF KENT ON

KATHLEEN COLEMAN
SEAL CLERK OF COUNCIL
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EXHIBIT A

CITY OF KENT
PUBLIC HEARING ON AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT APPLICATION
APPLICANTS: ERIC KOLB AND KOLB ACRES LLC
PERMANENT PARCEL NUMBER 17-046-00-00-019-009
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 100 JOHNSON ROAD, KENT, OHIO
HEARING DATE: FEBRUARY 4, 2026

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.

On December 1, 2025, Applicants Eric Kolb and Kolb Acres LLC filed an Application
for Placement of Farmland in an Agricultural District for the property at 100 Johnson
Road, Kent, Ohio (the “Subject Property”) pursuant to R.C. Section 929.02 with the
Portage County Auditor, which was approved by the Auditor on December 18, 2025,
and which was forwarded by the Auditor’s office to the City of Kent Clerk of Council
and received on January 13, 2026.

After properly sending notice of a hearing before the Kent City Council Land Use
Committee and holding such public hearing, Land Use Committee Members Celko,
Clapper, Dreger, Hook, Shaffer Bish, Tipton, Turner, and Wesley voted unanimously
on February 4, 2026 to deny the application.

The applicants were not present at the hearing.
The City was represented by outside counsel Benjamin Chojnacki.
Sworn testimony was given by the following individuals at the hearing:

e Chief Nicholas Shearer, Kent Police Department

e Sgt. James Fuller, Kent Police Department (Sgt. Fuller also submitted photos of
the property that is the subject of the application)

e (Ofc. Matthew Brooks, Kent Police Department

e Darrin Hartman, Forest Lakes resident, Kent, Ohio (Mr. Hartman also submitted a
notarized affidavit of his testimony to Council)

e Robert Miles, Forest Lakes resident, Kent, Ohio

e Bridget Susel, Kent Community Development Director
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Testimony by City Staff

6. Police Chief Nicholas Shearer introduced the testimony by officers of the Kent Police
Department and testified that the Kent Police Department has been in contact with
the Subject Property during the prior one-and-a-half to two years, primarily
responding to noise complaints coming from a diesel engine causing a disturbance
to the Forest Lakes Development. Beginningin October, 2025, the Police Department
received more calls about the noise. The police have responded to complaints at the
Subject Property four times from mid-October through December of 2025. Four
summonses have been issued and the cases are still pending in court.

7. Police Officer Matthew Brooks testified that the police had been going out to the
Subject Property for one-and-a-half to two years prior and that on November 29™ of
2025, Officer Brooks and a trainee were dispatched to 100 Johnson Road around 9:30
at night to respond to a noise complaint. The trainee had at some point observed a
pump or engine in the middle of the field at the Subject Property. Officer Brooks and
the trainee could hear the audible sound of equipment running. Officer Brooks
testified that he responded to Sunset Way by Windward and also heard noise, but
because it was dark, he could not see what was causing the noise. In previous visits
during daylight, the property looks like a big mud pit. Officer Brooks and the trainee
spoke withresident Darrin Hartman. Mr. Hartman was the one who called in the noise
complaint. After the two officers spoke with Mr. Hartman, they contacted Eric Kolb
and spoke with him about the noise. Officer Brooks testified they issued a summons
for the noise violation after consulting with the City Prosecutor and the Chief of
Police.

8. Police SergeantJames Fuller testified that he took photos of the Subject Property and
the pump. His first dealing with the Subject Property was a couple of years ago.
Residents had called to complain about the noise. The last incident was November
1,2025 at 11:15 p.m. The Complaint was from Winward. The resident’s house abuts
the Subject Property. Sgt. Fuller walked to the edge of the drive and heard some
noise. The resident said that she could hear it from inside her house. Sgt. Fuller had
previously spoken with Prosecutor Fink regarding this issue. Sgt. Fuller issued a
summons to Mr. Kolb. Sgt. Fuller then showed his photos at the public meeting as he
was testifying. He testified he has taken complaints from other houses as well. He
stated he had taken a complaint from fifteen houses down from the Subject Property
and that you could hear the pump. He stated that the volume of the noise went up
and down, sounding like one gear, then another. Sgt. Fullerinspected the photos that

24455533 _1 2



were introduced at the hearing and stated they were true and accurate copies. Copies
of the photos presented at the hearing are attached hereto as Exhibit A. Sgt. Fuller
also provided a digital audio file to City Council as an example of the noise level
coming from the Subject Property. The digital audio file is attached hereto as Exhibit
B. Sgt. Fuller stated that he had not, during daylight hours, observed any growth of
flowers or anything else on the property.

9. Police Chief Nicholas Shearer testified regarding violations of Kent’s noise ordinance
at the Subject Property. The noise ordinance provides that between the hours of 9:00
p.m. and 8 a.m., if noise can be heard from beyond the property it is coming from, it
is a violation of the ordinance. Noise was heard by Sgt. Fuller from the Subject
Property at the Forest Lakes development, beyond Kolb’s property. When questioned
by a member of Council, the Chief stated that his understanding is that the noise is
not coming from agriculture, but from a pump being used to clear water out of the
area because the ground is very mucky. The Chief also stated he does not believe
that the Subject Property is being used for agricultural purposes. He further stated in
response to a question regarding public health and safety that his concern is more
related to public welfare. The Chief also stated that Mr. Kolb told him last week that
he hoped to have the project finished by April of 2026, and that there would no longer
be a need to run the pump after the projectis finished.

Testimony by the Public

10. The floor was then opened to members of the public to speak. Darrin Hartman,
residing at 1181 Windward Lane in the Forest Lakes subdivision, stated that he had
submitted an affidavit to Council and would read it aloud to them. A copy of Mr.
Hartman’s Affidavit is attached hereto as Exhibit C. He testified that his property
directly borders the Subject Property. He stated he is speaking as a negatively
affected Forest Lakes homeowner, one of several who are negatively affected on an
ongoing daily basis. Forest Lakes residents respect legitimate agriculture and value
the balance between residential living and surrounding rural character. He stated
they understand that agriculture involves seasonal operations and occasional
disruptions, but that what is occurring is not consistent with normal agricultural
practice. For approximately two years, what the residents have been experiencing is
large-scale excavation and land alteration activity involving multiple excavators,
truck hauling and continuous 24/7 pumping operations. Based on his direct
observations and observations reported by multiple Winward Lane residents, the
primary activity on the Subject Property is consistent with expansion of the pond into
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a 5-acre recreational lake. He has personally witnessed water skiing and other
recreational activities on the pond. The recreational use and excavation indicates
development for recreational use and sports activity. The residents are experiencing
recurring and negative impacts from this operation. Mr. Harman testified that the
noise is audible from inside our homes and, in addition to the noise, there is diesel
exhaust. At times, the diesel exhaust odors are noticeable throughout the
neighborhood and the odors are strong enough to discourage outdoor activities and
the opening of windows for ventilation. The equipment is operated without adequate
sound suppression and exhaust mitigation. The activities are causing environmental
and quality of life impacts that extend well beyond what would reasonably be
expected from agricultural activity. Based on the intensity and scale of the excavation
and documented recreational water use, the residents believe there are substantial
adverse effects on municipal services, efficient land use, orderly development, or
public health, safety or welfare. He is asking Council to recognize that what is
occurring is not consistent with normal agricultural practices and is creating a
measurable ongoing residential impact. Council asked several questions of Mr.
Hartman following his presentation. Asked whether he has observed any kind of
farming, Mr. Hartman answered there are a few bales of hay covered by snow and the
Subject Property has stockpiles of excavated soil that would be inconsistent with
farming. When asked if he had spoken with Mr. Kolb, he responded he had not. When
questioned, he stated there is no house on the Subject Property. He stated the noise
has been going on for about two years, and that, even though the property owner has
been cited, he has not shut down the operations during what are supposed to be quiet
hours. When asked whether the Applicants had sold 500 units of hay, Mr. Hartman
stated that is not consistent with his understanding. When questioned whether
granting an agricultural district status would make things worse, Mr. Hartman stated
that the Subject Property is not being used for agricultural purposes.

11. Robert Miles, a Forest Lakes original homeowner, testified that he has lived there for
25 years. He stated that the owner of the Subject Property has been cited at least
three times. He asked about the consequences of granting this agricultural
designation. He observed it will take away our rights to bring civil actions and
complaints. Mr. Miles stated that Mr. Kolb has no regard for the law, and that the
neighboring landowners have rights. He asked Council not to take those rights away.
Mr. Miles asked when will the agriculture (farming) start? He stated he has never
witnessed any farming there, and there is no evidence of farming. He stated that all
Kolb has done is affect the lake in negative ways. He stated that we have previously
used it for kayaking, canoeing and paddleboats, including utilizing a dock built by his
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neighbor, but that the water level has dropped so much that the dock is no longer
usable. He mentioned a prior application by Kolb to remove the land from Franklin
Township, to which he and others objected because the Kent regulations and
ordinances would no longer apply. Council members asked several questions of Mr.
Miles, to which he responded he has never seen any work on the Subject Property to
prepare it for agriculture, and that all the work is focused on excavation. He stated
the owner is excavating a “runway” and wonders where all the water will come from
tofillit, and that is why the lake level has dropped so much. He stated he has access
to the lake through property purchased for use by the community, that the neighbors
have had a meeting to discuss what to do about the Subject Property and he believes
the excavation is to further personal recreational use, including water skiing and jet
skiing.

12. Bridget Susel, Community Development Director for the City of Kent, testified that a
detachment of land request pursuant to an Ohio Revised Code process was filed by
Mr. Kolb in 2022 for the Subject Property, and Council denied the request. She stated
that Mr. Kolb appealed the denial to the Court of Common Pleas and a settlement
was reached in or about December of 2023 whereby the area was rezoned from R-2
Medium Density Residential District to Open Recreation District, which would have
allowed agricultural use. In the spring of 2024 a flood development application was
submitted. The flood plain permit was issued for excavation of an extension off the
lake, with the excavation area in the floodplain site plan application submitted by Mr.
Kolb appearing as an extension that looked similar to an airplane wing. That permit
has expired. The lake is on a parcel owned by Mr. Kolb, but some of the neighboring
properties extend into the lake. She stated they have observed extensive excavation,
butno agricultural use of the Subject Property. The areais categorized as “muck” and
had been known as a muck farm that has not been used as a farm for many years.
Many years ago, it was a celery farm, but is no longer used for that purpose. The
discharge of water from the property into a creek was confirmed by ODNR to be in
compliance with a flood plain permit. A diagram provided by Mr. Kolb as supporting
documentation for the Agricultural District application indicated that he is growing
hay around the perimeter. She stated that city officials had been there and observed
no growing of hay. In December of 2023, the rezoning went into effect that would
allow Mr. Kolb to use the Subject Property for agricultural purposes. Therefore, for two
of the three years he claims to have been using the property for agricultural purposes,
he would have been prohibited from farming by the R-2 zoning designation. His claim
he has been using the property for agricultural purposes is therefore questionable.
Ms. Suselthen discussed the process by which Mr. Kolb submitted the application for
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agricultural designation to the County Auditor. According to Ms. Susel, the
information and documents the Auditor needed to approve the application were not
received until January 28, 2026, even though the application for the agricultural
designation was approved by the Auditor on December 18, 2025. Therefore, she
believes the County Auditor approved the application without the required evidence
of agricultural use.

13. Police Chief Shearer was called back to answer a few questions from Council. He
verified that four summonses have been issued to the owner of the Subject Property,
three were issued in November and December of 2025, and one was issued in 2024.
He was asked about the nuisance abatement ordinance and explained that when
there are more than three enforcement actions against a person within six months,
any further enforcement would constitute a nuisance, which would allow the City to
charge afee for each police response to additional complaints.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Following the public meeting on the application for placement of the Subject Property in an
agricultural district, Council discussed whether to grant the application. During that
discussion, Council asked attorney Benjamin Chojnacki to explain the consequences of
documentation that clearly shows that 34 acres of the 42-acre parcel are not currently used
for agriculture and contains statements that appear to be inaccurate. Mr. Chojnacki
explained that ordinarily the Applicants would be present to answer questions about the
application, but that Council can only consider the evidence before it. Mr. Chojnacki stated
they should ask themselves whether they have been presented with sufficient evidence to
find that the property satisfies the requirements for an agricultural district. Those
requirements are that for three (3) calendar years prior to the application, the land was
devoted to use exclusively for agricultural production or was under a land retirement or
conservation program under an agreement with the federal government. Then, if you can
answer yes to either of those questions, he explained, the Applicants have a secondary
burden to show that the parcel is not less than 10 acres or that for each of those prior three
(3) years the average yearly gross income from the agricultural production was at least
$2,500. Mr. Chojnacki stated the City’s position is that the applicants absolutely had not
carried their burden of proof. Council asked about the benefits that will accrue to an
agricultural district. Mr. Chojnacki explained that under Chapter 929, the designation comes
with an exemption from certain assessments for improvements, that the designation can be
used as adefense to nuisance claims, and that it limits the right of taking for eminent domain
purposes. He also explained that Council must make every effort to modify the application
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before denying it, and such modifications may include the length of time during which the
land would be considered an agricultural district, or the size of the district, or if the property
owner would be willing to waive some of the benefits of the designation discussed earlier. In
this case, however, Mr. Chojnacki explained it is not known exactly where the agriculture is
supposed to be taking place on the Subject Property; therefore, there is not enough
information to meaningfully modify this application. He further expressed that Council has
grounds to reject the application on the additional basis of substantial, adverse effects on
the public health, safety and welfare.

Legal Standard for Application for Agricultural District Designhation

Council applied Ohio Revised Code Sections 929.01 through 929.05 to determine whether
to grant the application to place the Subject Property within an agricultural district.

The applicants’ burden of proof requires demonstrating that, during the three calendar years
prior to the year of filing the application:

e the land has been devoted exclusively to agricultural production, or

e the land has been devoted to and qualified for payments or other compensation
under a land retirement or conservation program under an agreement with an
agency of the federal government, and

e the landis comprised of tracts, lots, or parcels that total not less than ten acres;
or

e the activities conducted on the land produced an average yearly gross income of
at least $2,500 during the three-year period or the owner has evidence of that
anticipated gross income.

R.C. 929.02 further provides thatin rejecting or modifying an application, the legislative body
shall demonstrate that the rejection or modification is necessary to prevent a substantial,
adverse effect on the provision of municipal services within the municipal corporation,
efficient use of land within the municipal corporation, the orderly growth and development
of the municipal corporation, or the public health, safety, or welfare.

Council members discussed problems with the application including the evidence that did
not show that the Subject Property was used for agricultural production and the application
did not appear to be factually accurate. Council discussed that the noise and disruption
issues presented by residents showed that the activities on the Subject Property were not
consistent with the granting of agricultural district protections and resulted in a substantial
adverse effect on the provision of municipal services. Councilmembers also noted that they
were obligated to consider modifications to the application but that, because of the
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incomplete and contradictory nature of the application, they lacked sufficient information

to do so.

The Council concluded that:

1.

There have been significant noise complaints unrelated to agricultural production at
the Subject Property.

The noise is related to dredging for recreational purposes, and has not been shown to
be related to any agricultural production at the Subject Property.

No evidence presented to Council established that agricultural production is
currently taking place on the Subject Property. Nor has any evidence been presented
showing that during the three calendar years prior to the year in which the application
was filed that the Subject Property has been devoted exclusively to agricultural
production.

Insufficient information exists for Council to decide whether it can modify the size of
the district or the duration of time the Subject Property is the agricultural district
because it cannot be determined from the application and evidence where, if at all,
any agricultural production is taking place on the Subject Property.

The evidence demonstrates that, if the Subject Property was used for agricultural
production during the three-year period indicated on the application, the Subject
Property was not zoned for such use until the zoning was changed in December of
2023. Priorto thatzoning change, the purported agricultural use wasiillegal. Itis highly
questionable whether anillegal agricultural use of the Subject Property was occurring
prior to the change in zoning in December of 2023.

The applicants did not appear at the public hearing and was unable to answer
Council’s questions about inconsistencies and apparent inaccuracies in the
application.

The applicants did not meet their burden of proof required under R.C. 929.02 to show
that that during the three calendar years prior to submitting its application, the
Subject Property was devoted exclusively to agricultural production. Nor did the
applicants meet their burden of proof to show that the use of the property met any of
the alternative requirements set forth in R.C. 929.02.

The evidence additionally establishes grounds for rejection of the application as
necessary to prevent a substantial, adverse effect on the provision of municipal
services, including the continued expenditure of excessive municipal resources to
respond to complaints about the activities at the Subject Property, and a substantial,
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adverse effect on the public health, safety or welfare, including but not limited to the
continuation of activities resulting in excessive noise and diesel emissions affecting
the residents of Forest Lakes subdivision and the limitation of residents’ ability to
seek remedies for ongoing disturbances.

Based on the foregoing, the Council hereby unanimously rejects the application of Eric Kolb
and Kolb Acres LLC for designation of the Subject Property as an agricultural district
pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 929.02.

Pursuant to R.C. 929.02(B)(3), the Clerk of Council is directed to notify the applicant by
certified mail, return receipt requested, sent within five days of this decision to reject an
application for inclusion of land in an agricultural district. The Clerk of Council shall also
transmit a copy of the decision to reject an application to the county auditor.
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