
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Jack Amrhein called the Committee meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

Present: Ms. Melissa Celko; Mr. Jeff Clapper; Mr. Eric Dreger; Mr. Chris Hook; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish; 
Mr. Benjamin Tipton; Mr. Robin Turner; Ms. Sarah Wesley 

Also Present: Mr. Jack Amrhein, Mayor and President of Council; Ms. Kathy Coleman, Clerk of Council; Mr. 
Dave Ruller, City Manager; Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Mr. Jamie Samels, Fire Chief; Joan 
Seidel, Health Commissioner; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Dominique Bollenbacher, 
Community Outreach Coordinator; Ms. Bridget Susel, Community Development Director; 
Ms. Rhonda Hall, Finance Director; Mr. Nick Shearer, Police Chief; Sgt. Jim Fuller, KPD; Ofc. 
Matt Brooks, KPD 

MOTION TO EXCUSE MS. WALLACH was made by Mr. Clapper, seconded by Mr. Hook, and carried 
by unanimous voice vote. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING – Local Historic Property Designation: 237 E Main Street 
No public comment. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – Placement of Land in Agricultural District Application  
PPN 17-046-00-00-019-009 
See attached summary. 

 
COMMITTEES 

Land Use – Chair Clapper/Vice-Chair Hook 
Placement of Land in Agricultural District 
Pursuant to the public hearing and subsequent discussion of Eric Kolb/Kolb Acres’ application for 
Placement of Farmland in an Agricultural District, Ms. Celko moved to have prepared findings of 
facts and conclusions to deny the application pursuant to ORC 929.02.  Ms. Shaffer Bish seconded 
the motion and it carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
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Committee of the Whole – Chair Amrhein/Vice-Chair Clapper 
Interview for Civil Service Commission – Kai Carpenter  

Ms. Carpenter was interviewed for a position on the Civil Service Commission. She related a positive 
experience serving on the Charter Review Board and expressed interest in further serving the community.  
She was advised that the decision on the appointment would be made a special meeting to be held after the 
committee meeting, and she would be notified of the results by email.  

 
Community Development Committee-Chair Shaffer Bish/Vice-Chair Wallach 

Local Historic Designation: 237 E. Main St. (Kent Historical Society) 

Ms. Susel reported that the City received a request for a local historic designation for the building at 
237 East Main St., which is the home of the Kent Historical Society. The Design and Preservation 
Committee unanimously recommended this designation. Julia Kenworthy, the executive director of 
the society, detailed the home's historical significance, noting its ties to the Kent family and 
emphasizing its restored integrity. 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE HISTORICAL DESIGNATION was made by Mr. Clapper, seconded by Ms. 
Celko, and carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 
Acquisition Assistance Agreement: Copen Machine for 200 W. Williams St. Property 

Ms. Susel and Travis Copen spoke to Council regarding the Acquisition Assistance Agreement for 
the property at 200 West Williams Street involving Copen Machine.  Copen Machine is seeking to 
acquire the site after successful remediation of environmental contaminants. This property has a 
history of unsuccessful development attempts since 2016 and is zoned industrial, with community 
opposition to residential rezoning due to its economic importance. The city council has supported 
acquisition assistance in the form of a forgivable loan tied to job creation; Copen Machine has 
shown consistent payroll growth and aims to expand operations significantly in the area. The 
remediation, overseen by the Ohio EPA, is crucial for safe future use and will involve traffic and 
infrastructure modifications. Mr. Copen stated that Copen Machine is committed to community 
involvement and transparency throughout this process. 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE ACQUISITION ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT was made by Mr. Clapper, 
seconded by Ms. Celko, and carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Amendment to Dual-Use Cannabis Dispensary Agreement (Hours of Operation) 

Ms. Susel and Jamie Dulick, the owner of Bliss Ohio, spoke to Council regarding Bliss’ hours of 
operation. Mr. Dulick sought to extend operational hours to align with other local dispensaries, as 
there have been minimal public concerns or police incidents related to the business. He reported a 
commitment to a zero-tolerance policy for disruptive behavior, aiming to maintain a safe 
environment. The proposal includes extending hours on Sundays and slightly adjusting weekday 
closing times, which the owner plans to formalize with state approval following council affirmation.  

MOTION TO APPROVE THE AMENDMENT TO THE DUAL-USE CANNABIS DISPENSARY AGREEMENT 
was made by Mr. Hook, seconded by Ms. Celko and carried by unanimous voice vote. 



 

 

 

Finance Committee – Chair Celko/Vice-Chair Tipton 

Proposed 2026 Budget Appropriations Amendment #1 

Ms. Hall presented the first budget appropriation amendment of 2026 to Council. 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS AMENDMENT was made by Mr. Clapper, 
seconded by Ms. Shaffer Bish, and carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Health and Public Safety – Chair Hook/Vice-Chair Clapper 
No report. 

Streets, Sidewalks, and Utilities Committee-Chair Wallach/Vice-Chair Tipton 

North Mantua Street Grant Application 

Mr. Bowling sought Council’s approval to submit a request for $800,000 to ODOT's Safe Routes to 
School program for the North Mantua Street project, scheduled to commence in 2027. There is no 
required city match for this grant, but the city must cover the remaining construction costs. 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE NORTH MANTUA STREET GRANT APPLICATION was made by Ms. Celko, 
seconded by Mr. Clapper, and carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mr. Clapper moved, and Ms. Wesley seconded, to go into executive session to consider the 
appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a 
public employee or official. 
 

RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION AND ADJOURN 
Council returned from executive session at 9:17pm.  There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned.  

 

 

_________________________________________  
City of Kent Clerk of Council 
 

 

 

NOTE: This meeting was immediately followed by a Special Council meeting, a copy of the minutes 
for which are included after the Public Hearing Summary.  



 

 

 

CITY OF KENT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 
February 4, 2026  
Kolb Acres-Agricultural District Application  

 
This public hearing took place prior to the February 4, 2026 Kent City Council Committee meeting.  Present 
during the hearing were Mayor and Council President Jack Amrhein; Council Members Celko, Clapper, 
Dreger, Hook, Shaffer Bish, Tipton, Turner, and Wesley; and Council Clerk Coleman. Also present were Law 
Director Jones; City Manager Ruller; KPD Chief Shearer, Sgt. Fuller and Ofc. Brooks; Community 
Development Director Susel; Health Commissioner Seidel; City Engineer Bowling; Finance Director Hall; 
Fire Chief Samels; Community Outreach Coordinator Bollenbacher.  

Attorney Ben Chojnacki represented the City.  Mr. Kolb was not in attendance.  The following individuals 
were sworn in by Law Director Hope Jones:  

• Chief Nick Shearer, Kent Police Department 
• Sgt. Jim Fuller, Kent Police Department 
• Ofc. Matt Brooks, Kent Police Department 
• Bridget Susel, Community Development Director 
• Darren Hartman, Forest Lakes resident, Kent, Ohio (Mr. Hartman also submitted a notarized copy of 

his comments to Council) 

• Roger Myles, Forest Lakes resident, Kent, Ohio 

Following is a summary of the hearing; the video recording of the hearing can be accessed at City of Kent 
Council Committee Meeting February 4 2026.  

Summary of Public Hearing on Agricultural District Application – 
City of Kent  
The City of Kent held a public hearing pursuant to Chapter 929 of the Ohio Revised Code regarding an 
application submitted by Eric Kolb (Kolb Acres LLC) to designate a parcel of land (Permanent Parcel Number 
17-046-000-19-00009) within the city as part of an agricultural district. The hearing aimed to comply with the 
statutory 30-day requirement for public hearings on such applications.  

 

Legal and Procedural Context  
• Statutory Requirement: The Ohio Revised Code mandates a public hearing within 30 days of 

application receipt with no extensions allowed. Failure to hold a hearing within this 
timeframe results in automatic approval. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddaO-fI50qU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddaO-fI50qU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddaO-fI50qU


 

 

 
 

• Applicant’s Burden of Proof: The applicant must demonstrate that: 

o The land was devoted exclusively to agricultural production for the three calendar years 
prior to application. 

o Agricultural production includes activities such as commercial aquaculture, animal 
husbandry, poultry husbandry, and farming. 

o Alternatively, the land must qualify under a federal land or conservation program. 

o The land must also meet at least one of two conditions: 

o Total acreage of 10 or more acres. 

o Average yearly gross income of at least $2,500 from agricultural activities over three 
years. 

• Council’s Options: Approve, approve with modifications, or reject the application. Rejection 
requires demonstration that approval would cause substantial adverse effects on municipal 
services, land use, growth, or public health/safety/welfare. 

• Modification Considerations: Council must make “every effort” to modify the application by 
adjusting timeframes, acreage, or waiving certain legal protections associated with 
agricultural district status. 

  

Property and Application Background  
• The property was rezoned in December 2023 from medium density residential (R2) to open space 

recreational zoning, which allows agricultural use.  

• The applicant purchased the property in 2022 and applied for agricultural district designation in 
January 2026.  

• The land contains approximately 42 acres, including a pond of about 6 acres.  

• Mr. Cobb claims farming hay on 34 acres, producing approximately 500 bales annually for the past 
three years.  

  

  



 

 

Testimony and Evidence Presented Law Enforcement 
Testimony  

• Noise Complaints:  

o Since 2024, multiple noise complaints have been reported related to a diesel pump 
operating on the property.  

o The pump is used to drain water from the wet/mucky land to allow excavation and 
equipment use.  

o Police issued four summons for unlawful noise between 2024 and December 2025.  

o Noise violations occurred primarily during nighttime hours, violating the city’s noise 
ordinance.  

• Observations:  

o Photos and videos showed excavation activity and the noise-generating pump.  

o Officers confirmed the noise was audible beyond the property line and disturbed 
nearby residents.  

• Conclusion: Noise issues stem from excavation and water management, not agricultural 
activities as defined by the state.  

  

Resident Testimony (Forest Lakes Neighborhood)  
• Residents reported:  

o Continuous heavy equipment noise and 24/7 pump operation for about two years.  

o Diesel exhaust odors affecting air quality and discouraging outdoor activities.  

o Excavation activities aimed at substantially expanding the existing pond into a 
recreational lake (>5 acres).  

o Recreational use of the pond, including water skiing and boating, inconsistent with 
agricultural production.  

o Residents emphasized that they value legitimate agriculture but believe current 
activities are incompatible with normal agricultural practice and negatively impact their 
quality of life.  

o They expressed concerns over long-term neighborhood impacts and loss of property 
rights due to the proposed designation.  

  



 

 

City Staff Testimony  
• The city confirmed:  

o The floodplain permit for excavation was issued but has expired; reapplication is 
required.  

o No observed agricultural use consistent with claims on the property.  

o The property includes muck soil, historically a celery farm, but no current farming 
activities were observed.  

o The rezoning to open space recreational zoning in late 2023 allowed agricultural uses.  

o The applicant’s claim of three years of farming is questionable since two of those years 
predated zoning allowing farming.  

o Auditor’s office documentation supporting the application was submitted late and 
lacked clear evidence of agricultural use or income.  

  

    

Key Issues and Considerations Issue Summary  
▪ No clear evidence of exclusive agricultural use for agricultural use evidence three years; farming 

claims questionable.  
▪ Repeated noise ordinance violations linked to noise and nuisance excavation/pumping, not farming 

activities.  
▪ Significant negative impacts from noise, diesel Impact on Neighbors exhaust, and disruption of 

residential life.  
▪ Property rezoned to open space recreational; Zoning and Permitting floodplain permit for excavation 

issued and expired.  
▪ Legal Protections of Agricultural District would shield applicant from nuisance claims, limiting 

neighbors’ rights to complain. 
▪ Applicant absent; no direct responses to questions or clarifications provided.  

  

Council Discussion and Outcome  
• Council members expressed concerns about the absence of agricultural production evidence.  

• The application’s factual accuracy, especially regarding farming acreage and duration, was 
questioned.  

• The noise and disruption issues raised by residents were highlighted as inconsistent with agricultural 
district protections.  

• Council noted the applicant did not meet the evidentiary burden necessary for approval.  



 

 

• The council acknowledged the obligation to consider modifications but found insufficient 
information to do so.  

• The consensus was to deny the application based on lack of evidence and adverse community 
impacts.  

  

    

Final Motion and Vote  
• Motion: Deny Eric Kolb’s application for agricultural district placement pursuant to Ohio Revised 

Code 929.02.  

• Vote: Unanimous approval to deny the application.  

  

Key Insights and Conclusions  
• The application failed to demonstrate the statutory requirements of exclusive agricultural use for the 

required period.  

• Noise and nuisance complaints related to excavation activities outweighed any agricultural claims.  

• The agricultural district designation would have limited residents’ ability to seek remedies for ongoing 

disturbances.  

• The city fulfilled its obligation to hold a timely public hearing and carefully weighed evidence before 

denying the application.  

• Council encouraged the applicant to resubmit with clearer evidence if genuine agricultural use is 

established.  

  

This hearing reflects the city’s commitment to balancing agricultural preservation with residential welfare 
and ensuring statutory compliance in land use decisions.  
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CITY OF KENT 

 

At 9:18pm, Mayor Jack Amrhein called the Special City Council meeting to order. 

Present: Ms. Melissa Celko; Mr. Jeff Clapper; Mr. Chris Hook; Mr. Eric Dreger; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish; 
Mr. Benjamin Tipton; Mr. Robin Turner; Ms. Sarah Wesley  

Also Present: Mr. Jack Amrhein, Mayor and President of Council; Ms. Kathy Coleman, Clerk of Council 

MOTION TO EXCUSE MS. WALLACH was made by Mr. Clapper, seconded by Mr. Hook and carried by 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
VOTING ON BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPOINTMENT – CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
 

• MOTION TO APPOINT KAI CARPENTER TO THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION was made by Mr. 
Clapper, seconded by Ms. Shaffer Bish, and carried by unanimous voice vote. 

• MOTION TO AUTHORIZE INSERTION OF NAME INTO DRAFT 2026-10 was made by Ms. Celko, 
seconded by Mr. Clapper, and carried by unanimous voice vote. 

• MOTION TO SUSPEND THREE READINGS OF DRAFT 2026-10 was made by Mr. Clapper, seconded by 
Mr. Hook, and carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

• MOTION TO ADOPT DRAFT 2026-10 A RESOLUTION APPOINTING KAI CARPENTER TO THE CIVIL 
SERVICE COMMISSION AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was made by Ms. Shaffer Bish, 
seconded by Mr. Clapper, and carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:20pm. 
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