Kent Park and Recreation
July 16, 2020
Zoom Meeting 5:30  


Members Present:								Staff Present:
Peter Orlando									Kevin Schwartzhoff
Neil Dukes							Nancy Pizzino
Jake Ferlito							Megan Johns 
Kathleen Wiler							Sam Tuttle
Debbie Smeiles							Karen Magilavy
													 					  
 													
Council Liaison 
Gwen Rosenberg

The meeting started at 5:30, roll was noted. There were no corrections or additions to the minutes.  Jake made a motion to accept the minutes and Neil seconded all were in favor and the motion passed unanimously. 
Personal Appearances  None
Correspondences 
Incoming  1. The letter from Kent State’s Department of Recreational Services is requesting to cancel the Crooked River Adventure Livery operations.  KSU is closed and can’t operate so the contract is void.   Neil moved to allow KSU Crooked River Adventure to suspend operations for 2020 and have Kevin confirm with Hope the City Law Director that this meets the terms of the contract.  Jake Seconded and all were in favor and the motion passed unanimously.
		    2. & 3.  Will be covered in the Director Report.
	Outgoing   1.  Informational
Revenue  No questions
Expenditures  No questions.  Yes there are still a lot of refunds.
Park Report  Park  volume is still very high.  The crew is pruning trees on the Middlebury section of the trail.  Pete noted the soccer goals at Longcoy have been knocked down; possibly by the school.  The schools have not asked us to remove them.
Recreation Report  We have cancelled Art in the Park.  We will have a virtual Art in the Park August 1st through September 13th.  It will be on our website and in the monthly newsletter.  We are offering this free to the artist, who have been very appreciative.  The staff is using Hot Spots instead of their own phones.  The Hot Spots are for staff not the kids.  Megan is waiting for schools to decide what they will be doing for the school year.  Hopefully there will be more than 9 kids per classroom.  There are 3 more weeks of summer camp.  It is hard to make decisions when everything is changing every day.

Director Report
1.  Beginning June 17 there will temporarily be no city match on developer park fees.  Hope informed Kevin that an outside law firm is reviewing the ordinance.  We had over a million in matching funds the last 20 years.  (Report is included) Gwen said council is supportive of Parks & Rec and didn’t want to leave us in lurch.  The remaining space available for development in the city is very limited.
2. The included contract was approved by the Law Department and sent back to ODNR.  Bidding will be the fall of 2021 followed by construction in the spring of 2021. 
3. The Downtown Gazebo should be done by next Monday.  Construction started last Monday and it should be ready for DORA (designated outdoor refreshment area) use.
4. Low areas of the Al Lease walking trail have been filled in and screening put down.  People appreciate the renovations.
5. The CDBG grant will require matching funds of $15,000 from the department.  We are hoping to pave at the same time as the city to get a better price for the Rec Parking Lot.
6. There is a balance of $77 in our political action group we had for the wellness center.  We can close the account and give the money to another non-profit.  A motion was made to dissolve the group and donate the $77 to Portage Park District.  Kathleen moved and Neil seconded and all were in favor and the motion passed unanimously.  
7. There are 2 properties up for auction on August 1st and 1 property offered as a donation.  The 2 Gougler Street Properties 425 & 415 have city owned parcel on both sides next to the paved access to the bike trail.  These properties are going to auction and would be great parking lot access to the trail.  The adjacent company was asked if they were interested and they were not.  Jake asked if the owners would be willing to donate the property.  The 1 property on Fairchild has been offered as a donation to the park department it is adjacent to park property.  His next door neighbor is not interested and he cannot build on it.   It would be easy to mow because it is next to the Liske Property nature area.  Debbie makes a motion to empower Kevin to talk to Hope the City Law Director about receiving the property.  Kathleen seconded and all were in favor.
Kevin will go to the auction to see if anyone bids on it and if no one bids at the next meeting we can discuss purchasing or having the city purchase.  We don’t have authorization from the city to bid on it.  
Additional.  Pete asked for clarification; Does the Law Director have a firm reviewing the formula for legal compliance in the 2020-39 ordinance (see item #1).  Yes Kevin told Pete it is Walter|Haverfield.
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